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Ince I had the Honour to preſent the 

King of Denmark with the firſt Part 
of this Book, I pteſume to make a Pre- 
ſent of the Latter to your Grace. In 
making the firſt Dedication, I had no 
other Inducement, than a due Regard to 
the Benefits I receiv'd from His Majeſty's 
| Favour; and the ſame Motive with refe- 
rence to your Grace, has prompted me 
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to make this Acknowledgement of the 
undeſerved Favours you kindly vouch- 
ſafed me. 

I did not dare to launch out into the 
Praiſe of His Daniſh Majeſty, who has 
a juſt Title to all ſorts of Encomiums) 
By reaſon that the little French I had, 
Has been forgot among a ſort of People, 
that rake Panegyricks to be Affronts. Tis 
with the ſame View, My Lord, that I 
decline the Pleaſure of publiſhing thoſe 
diſtinguiſhing Qualities, that place Your 
Lordſhip ar the Head of the moſt accom- 
-pliſh'd Grandees of the World, and the 
moſt zealous Patriots of their Country, 
J am, with all Gratitude and Veneration, 


My Lord, 
Your Grace's Moft H umble 


And Moſt Obedient Servant, 


IL .AHONTAN. 
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HZ futter d my ſelf with sbe vain 


Hopes of 8 the King of France's 
Favour, before the Declaration of Ss 
War; I was /o 25 rom thinking to og 
Letters and Memoirs 1 the Preſs; t 
'd to have committed 'em to the — if 
that Monarch had done me the Honour of rein- 
fating me in my former Places, with the good 
leave of Meſſieurs de Pontchartrain, * 
* the Father and the Son. *Twas * The ne Chaw- 
with that View Mer I neglefted 70. 25 * 
"put em in ſuch a Dreſs as might eretary of ae 
me be wi for, for 5 Sari ar- , em ig, 
tion of the Reader that gives im- 
ſelf the trouble to peruſe em. 
Berwees the fifte wt, and ſixteenth Year of my 
Age Twent to uad, and there took care to 
keep up a conſtant Correſf eſpondence = Letters with 
an old Relation, who had requir'd of me a Narr 
rative of the Occurrences of that Country, upon 
the Account af the yearly Aſſiſtance he gave me. 
Is theſe Ao Letters that make the greateſt Part 
of the rf 2 They contain an Account 
at pa 


% all t d between 1 Engliſh, be Freuch, 
the Iroqueſe, and the other Savage Nations, 
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from the Year 1683, to 1694. Together with a 
great many curious Remarks, that may be of uſe 
to thoſe who have any Knowledge of the Engliſh 
or French Colonies. 
The whole is writ with a'great deal of Fide- 
tity; for I repreſent things fuſi as they are. J 
neither flatter nor ſpare any Perſon 
* Calld by whatſoever; T attribute to the * Iro- 
the Engliſh in 
New- Tork, queſe, the Glory they have par cha- 
Mahak. ſed on ſeveral recs, tho” at the 
ſame time I hate that raſcally People, as much 
as Horns and Law-Suits, Notwithſtanding the 
Veneration I have for the Clergy, I imtute to 
them all the Miſchief the Iroqueſe have done to 
the French Colonies, in the Courſe of a War that 
' had never been undertaken, 1 had not been for 
the Counſels of theſe pious Charch-Men, | 
« . The Reader. is defir'd: to take notice that the 
Towns of New-York, are known to the French 
by their old Names only, and for that reaſon I 
was oblig'd to make uſe of the ſame in my Letters, 
as well as my Maps. They give the Name of 
New-York to all that Country, that reaches 
from #he Source of its River to the Mouth, that 
is, to the I/land, upon which there flands a City 
cald in the time of the Dutch, Manathe, and 
now'by the Engliſh, New-York. In like man- 
ner the Plantation of Albany, that lies towards 
the Head of the River, is calld by the French, 
Orange. _- | IMs 
Fort ber; I would not have the Readex to'take 
it amiſi, that\the Thoughts of \the Saugges are 
fet forth in an European Dreſs. The * 
ö 0 
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f that Choice. proceeded from the Relation I cor- 
- reſponded with ; for that honeſt Gentleman ri. 
. diculed the Metapbhorical Harangue of. A 
. the * Grangula; and intreated me not Ses Lata 
to make a literal Tranſlation of a Lan- 


guage that was. ſo fluff d with. Fictions and 
_ 838 LEA for this Reaſon 42 45 
the Diſcourſes and Arguments of thoſe Nations, 
are here accommodated to the European Style 
and way of Speaking; 'for having comply'd with 
my Friend's Requeſt, I contented my ſelf in keep- 
ing only 4 Copy of the Letters I writ to him, 
during my PAgrimage in the Country of theſe 
 noked\ Philoſapherh r. 
Tiuwill nor be improper to acquaint the, Reader 
by the bye, that thoſe who know 1 Tuddru, qo 
as little Fuſtice to theſe People, as they do to me, 
in alleging. 1 am.a Savage my ſelf, and that that 
makes me, ſpeak. ſo favourably of my Fellow-$4- 
wages. Theſe Obſervators do me a great deal of 
Honour, as, long as they do not explain themſelves, 
fo ag to make me directly of the ſame Charafter 
with that which is tack'd to the Word Savage by 
the Europeans in their way of thinking: Fur iu 
ſaying only that I am of the ſame Temper: with 
the Savages, they give me, without Deſign, the 
Character of the honeſteſs Man in the World. 
Zis an unconteſted Truth, that the Nations which 
are not debauch'd by the Neighbourhood of the 
Europe are Strangers to the Meaſures of 
Meum and Tuum, and to all Laws, Judges, and 
Prieſts. This cauſt be calld in Queſtion, ſince 
all Travellers, that haue viſited thoſe Countries, 
NN 33 voc 
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vouch for its Truth; and a great many of different 
Profeſſions, have given the World repeated Afſur- 
_ ances that tis ſo. Now this being granted, we 
ought not to ſcruple to believe, that theſe are 
fach wiſe and reaſonable People. I take it, a 
Man muff be quite blind, who does not fee that 
the Property of Goods (1 do not ſpeak of the in- 
'groffing of Women ) is the only Source of all the 
Dsſorders that perplex the European Societies. 
Upon that Confideration tuill be eaſy to perceive, 
that I have not ſpoke wide in deſcribing that 
Wiſdom and Acuteneſs which ſhines through the 
Words and Actions of theſe poor Americans. F 
all the World had Acceſs to the Books of Voyages, 
that are e in ſome well- ock d Libraries, 
they would find in above a hundred Deſcriptions 
of Canada, an Infinity of Diſcourſes and Argu- 
ments offer d by the Savages, which are incom- 
parably ſtronger, and more nervous than thoſe 
T have inſerted in my Memoir. 
As for ſuch as doubt of the Inflin# and won- 
 derfal Capacity of Beavers, they need only to caſt 
their Eyes upon the Great Map of America, 
drawn by the Sieur de Fer, and grav'd at Paris 
in the Tear 1698. Where they will meet with 
ſeveral ſurprizing things, relating to theſe 
Animals, 

While my Book was a Printing in Holland, 7 
was in England; and as ſoon as it appear d, 
ſeveral Engliſh Gentlemen of a diſtinguiſhing Me- 
rit, who underſiand the French as well as their 
Mother Tongue, gave me to know, that they 
would be glad to ſee a more ample Relation of the 
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Manners and Cuſtoms of the People of that Con- 
tinent, whom we call by the Name of Savages. 
This oblig'd me to communicate to theſe Gentle= 
men, the Subſtance of the ſeveral Conferences I 
had in that Country with a certain Huron, whom 
the French call Rat. While I flayd at that 
American's Village, I imployd "7 time very 
agreeably in making a careful CollefFion of all bzs 
Arguments and Opinions; and as ſoon as I re- 
turn d from my Voyage upon the Lakes of Canada, 
1 ſhew'd my Manuſcript to Count Frontenac, 
who was ſo pleas d with it, that he took the 
Pains to aſſiſt me in digeſting the Dialogues, and 
bringing them into the Order they now appear 
in: For before that, they were abrupt Conferen- 
ces without Connexion. Upon the Sollicitationof 
theſe Engliſh Gentlemen, [ have put theſe Dia- 
lagues into the Hands of the Perſon who tranſlat- 
ed my Letters and Memoirs: And if it had not 
been for their preſſing Inſlances, they had never 
ſeen the Light; for there are but few in the 
World that will judge impartially, and without 
Prepeſeſpon, of ſome things contain'd in 'em. 

T have likewiſe intruſted the ſame Tranſlator 
with ſome Remarks that I made in Portugal, 
and Denmark, when I fled thither from New- 
found-Land. There the Reader will meet with 
a Deſcription of Lisbon and Copenhagen, and of 
the capital City of Arragon. 

To the Tran/lation of my firſt Volume, I have 
added an exaci Map of Newtound-Land, which 
was not in the Original. I have likewiſe cor- 
ref7ed almoſt all the Cuts of the Holland In- 

preſſion, 
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preſſion, for the Dutch Gravers had murdered 
em, by not underſtanding their Explications, 
- which were all in French. They have gravid i 
* Women for Men, and Men for Nomen; 3 naked A 
Perſons for thoſe that are char h- d, and è contra. 7 
At for the 22 the Reader will find *em very 
exact; and 1 talen care to have the Trafts 
' of my 7 oyages more _— delineated, than i in the 
Original. 

* ＋ f ander und b Letters e S that the 
two Meſſjeurs de Pontchartrain endeavour by all 
means'to be reveng/d op on me for the Afront they 
ſay T have given em in publ g ſome trifltug 
Stories in my Book, that ought to have been con- 
ceal d. I am likewiſe ena, that I have rea- 

on to be apprehenſive of the Reſentment of ſeve- 
ral Ecclefraſfticks, who pretend I haue inſulted 
God in LE their Conduct. But fince I ex- 
 petied nothing leſs than the furious Reſentment 
both of the one and the other, uben I put this 
Book to the Preſi; Thad time enough to arm my 
#. 1 Top to Toe, in order to made Head again} 
Ti my Comfort, that I have writ nothiug 

| bit what I make good by authentick Proofs ; be- 

' fldes, that I could not — ſaid leſs of em "than 

I have done; for if I had not tied my ſelf up to 
the direct Thread of my Diſcoarſe, I could have 
made Digreſſions, in which the Conduct both A 

the one and the other, would have. appear'd to 

20 frejudicial 10 the Repoſe of the Society, and the 
publick Gobd. I had Provocation enough to have 

treated em in that manner; but my-Letters be- 


A ing addreſi u to an old bigotted Relation. of * 
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who d upon Devotion, and dreaded the Tuff nente 
Court; he flill beſeech'd me to write wothing 
7 bits Moat might diſoblige the Clergy or the 
| Courtiers, for Fin of the intercepting of my Ler- 
ters. © However, I have Advice — Fare ut 
ſome Pellants are ſet at Work to laſb Wi 
1 ; and fo I . prepare to lah, the . Brine of 
a Shower of Afronts, that Kr be pour d upon 
me ina few Days. But 'tis no 3 1 25 
fo good 4 OA, that I can war 4. ny Storm 
72 the Side of Paris. I laugh at their Tris: 
and fince I can't make uſe of my Sword, PII wage 
War with my Pen. © 
This Tonly mention by the bye, in this my Pre- 
face to the Reader, whom I 775 the Heavens to 
crown with Pro oper ty, in preſerving him from 
having any Buſineſs, to adjuſt with moſt of the 
Miniſters of 5 and Felge; or Tet them be 
never fo faulty, they ll fill be ſaid to be in the 
Right, till fach ond os Anarchy be introduc'd 
among ſt us, a, well az the Americans, amo 
whom the ſorrye fi Fellow thinks himſelf a bett 
Man, thun a 2 cellor of France. 4775 People 
are happy In being ſereen'd from the Tricks and 
Shifts of Mini 2 "who-are always Maſters 
where=ever they come. I envy the State of a poor 
Savage, who tramples upon Laws, and pays Ho- 
mage to no Scepter. I wiſh I could ſpend the 
ref of my Life in his Hut, and fo be no longer 
expos'd to the Chagrin of bending the Knee to a 
Set of Men, that ſacrifice the publick Good to 
their private Intereſt, and are born to plague 
honeſt Men. The two Miniſters of State I have 
10 
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to do with, have been ſollicited in vain, by the 
Dutcheſs of Lude, Cardinal Bouillon, Count 
Guiſcar, Mr. de Quiros, and Count d Avaux: 
Nothing could prevail, tho all that is laid to my 
Charge, conſis only in not bearing the Affronts 
of a Governor, whom they protect; at a Time 
when a hundred other Officers, who live under 
the Imputation of Crimes, infinitely greater than 
mine, are excus'd for three Months Abſence from 
Court. Now the Reaſon is, that they give leſs 

garter to thoſe who have the Misfortune to diſ- 
pheaſe the two Meſſieurs de Ponchartrain, than 
to ſuch as act contrary to the King's Orders. 

But after all my Misfortunes, I have this to 
ſolace me, that I enjoy in England a ſort of Li- 
berty, that is not met with elſewhere: For one 
may juſtly ſay, that of all the Countries inhabit- 
ed by civthz'd People, this alone affords the great- 
eff > ear of 1 7 Nay, I do not except 
the Liberty of the Mind, for I am conuiuc d, that 
the Engliſh maintain it with a great deal of Ten- 
derneſs : So true it is, that all Degrees of Slavery 
are abhorr'd by this People, who ſhew their Mi 
dom in the Precautions they take to prevent their 
finking into a fatal Servitude. 
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p. 11. 
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queſe, with a View of the War and Peace 
* They made with the French, and of the means 
. by which it was brought about. p.22. 
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form all their Voyages; with an „ of 
' the manner in which they are made and ma- 
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get her with a circumſtantial Account of the 

Expedition of Mr. de la Barre, the Governor 

General, gain the Iroqueſe; the Speeches 
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rds of that Town: With a Deſcription of 
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contain d a Letter written by the Engliſh Ad- 
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Lale thro 10 River Lane 75 the 
News he receiv d that a Party of the Engli 5 
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and Iroqueſe, had defeated a Body of the 
French Troops. . d iy TL. 


LETTER, XXIII. 
Dated at Nants, Ofob. 25. 1692. 


Containing an Account of the taking o fore Eng- 
liſh Ye/els, of defeating a Party of the Iroqueſe, 
of an Iroqueſe burnt alive at Quebec; of ano- 
ther Party of theſe Barbarians, who having ſur- 
ria d ſome Coureurs de Bois, were + jeu" 
ſurpriz'd themſelves. Of the Project of an En- 

terprixe propos d by Mr. Frontenac to the Au- 
thor. Of tbe Author's Departure in a Frigat for 

France, aud his flopping at Placentia, which 
was then attack'd by the Engliſh Fleet that 
came to take that Poſt 2 us. How the 
Engliſh fail d in their Defign, and the Au- 
thor pur ſu d his Voyage. p-. 175. 


LETTER XXIV. 
Dated at Nants, May 10. 1693. 


- 
* - 


Containing an Account of Mr. Frontenac's Projeci. 
which was rejected at Court, and the Reaſon wh 
it was rejected. The King gives the Author the 

-  Lieutenancy of Newfound-Land, &c. together 
with the Independent Company. p. 157. 


LETTER XXV. 
Dated at Viana in Portugal, Pan. 31. 1694. 


Mo Author's os France #0 Placentia, 
A Flet of 30 Engliſh Ships came to ſeize on 
tba. 
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that Pluie; but is diſappointed, and ſheers off. 
The Reaſon why the Engliſh have bad Surteſs in 


all their Enterprizes beyond Sea. The Author's 


Adventure with the Governor of Placentia. 
Hi N for Portugal. An Engagement 
with a Fluſhing Privateer. p. 193. 


Memoirs of North-America. \ 


| Containing a Geographical Deſcription of that 


vaſt Continent ; the Cuſtoms and Commerce of 
the Inhabitants, Kc. P 203. 
A ſhort Deſcription of Canada. p. 205. 


A Lift of the Savage Nations of Canada. p. 230. 
Ds. - of the Animals of Canada. p. 232. 
A Deſe 


ription of ſuch Animals or Beaſts as are 
not mention d in the Letters. p- 233. 


A Lift of the Fowl or Birds of Canada. p. 237. 


A Deſcription of ſuch Birds as are not accounted 
for in the Letters. - P- 239. 


A Deſcription of the Inſects of Canada. p. 242. 
He 


The Names of the Fiſh of Canada, p- 243. 
A Deſcription of the Fiſh that are not mention d 
in the Letters. | p. 244. 
The Trees and Fruits of Canada. p. 247. 
A Deſcription of the above- mention d Trees. 
l 248. 
A General View of the Commerce of Canada. 
P. 254. 
The Commodities truck d to and again between 
the French and the Savages. P. 257 


An Account .of the Government of Canada in 


General, p. 260. 
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A Diſcourſe of the Intereſt of the French and 


Engliſh in North-America. pi. 260. 
ATable W ſome uncommon Terms p. 276. 


— — 


The Contents of the Second Volume. 


Diſe the Habit, Houſes, Complexi- 
on — 4 rament of 2 " Savages of 


N eee p. I. Vol. 2. 
A ſhort View of the Humour, and Cuſtoms of the 
Savage. p. 7 
The Belief of the Savages, and the Obſtacles of 
their Converſion. p. 19. 
The way of Worſhip und by the Savages. p. 29. 
An Account of the Amours and N of 


the Savages. 


34- 
A View of the Diſeaſes and Remedies of 5 1 


vage s. 
The Diverſions of Hunting and Shooting oh 
among the Savages. p. 55+ 
The Military Art of the Savages. p- 71: 
A View of the Ftraldy and the Coats of Arms 

of the Savages. WR 
An Explication of the Savage Hieroglyphicks. 
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A Conference or Dialogue between the Author 
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An APPENDIX, Containing ſome 
New Voyages to Portugal and Den- 
mark ; after the Author's Retirement 
from Canada. 

PET EPL 
Dated at Lisbon, April 20. 1694. 

Containing a Deſcription of Viana, Porto a Porto, 
Aveiro, Coimbra, Lisbon; together with a 
View of the Court of Portugal; and an Ac- 


count of the Government, Laws, Cuſtoms, and 
Humours of the Portugueſe. p. 185, 


LETTER. i. 
Dated at Travemunde, 1694. 


Containing an Account of the Authors Voyage 
from Lisbon to Garnſey; his Adventure with 
an Engliſh Man of War, and an Engliſh Pri- 
vateer A Deſcription of Rotterdam and Am- 
ſterdam ; the Author's Voyage to Hamburgh; 
the. Dimenſions of a Flemiſh Sloop; a De- 
ſcription of the City of Hamburg; the Au- 
thor's Journey from thence to Lubeck, and a 
Deſcription of that City. p- 211. 


LE T T E R. III. 
Dated at Copenhagen Sept. 12. 1694. 


Containing a Deſcription of the Port and City of 
Copenhagen; a Veiwof the Daniſh Court, ** 
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of the Humours, Cuſtoms, Commerce, Forcesy 
&c. of the Danes. P. 226, 


LETTER Iv. 
Dated at Paris, Decemb. 29. 16 94. 


Containing a Journal of the Author's Travels 
from Copenhagen 10 Paris. p. 244. 


LET. 
Dated at Erleich, Fuly 4. 1694. 


Giving a View of the Superſtition and Ignorance 
of the People of Bearn ; their Addictedneſi to 
the Notions of Witchcraft, Apparitions, Kc. 
And the Author's Arguments againſt that 
Deluſion. p. 255. 


„ 


Dated at Huefia, July 11. 1695. 


Containing an Account of the Author's Eſcape and 
Journey to Spain; his being taken up for a Hu- 
gonot, and the Ignorance and Bigotry of the 
Curates and People of Bearn in France. p. 268. 


LETT SE © FI 
Dated at Saragoza, Octob. 8. 1695. 


Containing a Deſcription of Saragoza ;' a View of 
the Government of Arragon, and an Account 


* 


the Caftoms of the People. p. 274. 
A ſbort Dictionaty of the Language of the Sa- 
Vages. p- 287. 
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"TOME I 


Dated at the Port of Quebec, Nov. 8. 1683. 


Containing a Deſcription of the Paſſage from 
France 70 Canada; with ſome Remarks upon 


the Coaſts, C hannels, &c. and the Variation. 
of the Needle. 


= {4 


Am ſurpriz'd to find that a Voyage to the New 
World is fo formidable to thoſe who are 
oblig'd to undertake it ; for I ſolemnly proteſt; 
that *cis far from being what the World com- 
monly takes it for. *Tis true, the Paſſage is in 
ſome meaſure long; but then the Hopes of viewing 
an unknown Country, atones for the T ediouſneſs 
of the Voyage. When we broke ground from 
Rochelle, T acquainted you with the Reaſons that 
mov'd Mr. le Fevre de la Barre, Governor-General : 
of Canada, to ſend the Sieur Mabu, a Can ade ts 
Fran ; and at the ſame time gave you to 9 8 "ea 
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342 
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that he had reſolv'd upon the utter Deſtruction of 
the Iroqueſe, who are a very warlike and ſavage 
People. Theſe Barbarians befriend the Engliſb, 
upon the account of the Succours they receive 
from 'em; but they are Enemies to us, upon the 
Apprehenſion of being deſtroy'd by us ſome time 
or other. The General I ſpoke of but now, expect- 
ed that the King would ſend him ſeven or eight 
hundred Men ; but when we ſet out from Rochelle, 
the Seaſon was ſo far advanc'd, that our three Com- 
= of Marines were reckon'd a ſufficient 
enture. 

I met with nothing in our Paſſage that was diſ- 
agreeable, abating for a Storm that alarm'd us for 
ſome Days, upon the Precipice of the Bank of New- 
found-Land, where the Waves ſwell prodigiouſly, 
even when the Winds are low. In that Storm our 
Frigate receiv'd ſome rudeShocks from the Sea; but 
in regard that fuch Accidents are uſual in that Voy- 
age, they made no Impreſſion upon the old ſea- 
ſon'd Sailors. As for my part, I could not pre- 
tend to that Pitch of Indifference ; for having ne- 
ver made ſuch a Voyage before, I was ſo alarm'd 
in ſeeing the Waves mount up to the Clouds, that 
I made more Vows to Neptune, than the brave Ido- 
menæus did in his Return from the Wars of Troy. 
After we made the Bank, the Waves ſunk, and the 
Wind dwindled, and the Sea became ſo ſmooth 
and eaſy, that we could not work our Ship. You 
can ſcatce imagine what Quantities of Cod-fiſh 
were catch'd there by our Seamen, in the Space of a 
— of an Hour; for though we had thirty-two 
fathom Water, yet the Hook was no ſooner at the 


Bottom, than the Fiſh was catch'd ; ſo that they 
had nothing to do but to throw in, and take 2 


wichout Interruption: But after all, ſuch is the Miſ- 
fortune of this Fiſhery, that it does not ſucceed but 
upon certain Banks, which are commonly paſt 

| | over 
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over without ſtopping. However, as we were plen- 
tifully entertain'd at the Coſt of theſe Fiſhes, ſo 
ſuch of 'em as continued in the Sea, made ſuffici- 
ent Repriſals upon the Corpſe of a Captain, and of 
ſeveral Soldiers, who dy'd of the Scurvy, and were 
thrown over-board three or four Days after. ; 
ln the mean time the Wind veering to the Weſt- 
North-Weſt,we were oblig'd to lye by for five or 
fix Days; but after that, it chop'd to the North, 
and ſo we happily made Cape Raſe, tho? indeed our 
Pilots were at a loſs to know where we were, by 
reaſon that they could not take the Latitude for 
ten or twelve Days before. You may eaſily ima- 
gine, that *twas with great Joy that we heard one 
of our Sailors call from the Top-Maſt, Land, Land, 
juſt as St. Paul did when he approach'd to Maltha, 
Tis des. Thy ö: For you muſt know that when the 
Pilots reckon they approach to Land, they uſe 
the Precaution of ſending up Sailors to the Top- 
Maſt, in order to ſome Diſcovery; and theſe Sai- 
lors are reliev'd every two Hours till Night comes, 
at which time they furl their Sails if the Land is 
not yet deſcry'd: So that in the Night- time they 
ſcarce make any way. From this it appears how 
important. it is to know the Coaſt, before you ap- 
proach to it; nay, the Paſſengers put ſuch a Va- 
lue upon the Diſcovery, that they preſent the firſt 
Diſcoverer with ſome Piſtoles. In the mean time; 
you'll be pleas'd to obſerve, that the Needle of 
the Compals, which naturally points to the North, 
turns upon the Bank of Newfound-Land, twenty- 
three Degrees towards the North-Weſt ; that is, 
it points there a Degtee nearer to the Weſt, than 
North-North-Weſt. This Remark we made by 


our Compaſs of Variation. 


We deſcry'd the Cape about Noon; and in ordet 
to confirm the Diſcovery, ſtood in upon it with all 
Sails aloft. At laſt, being affar'd chat twas the 

| | B 2 Pro- 
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Promontory we look'd for, an univerſal Joy was 
ſpread throughout the Ship, and the Fate of the 
Wretches that we had thrown over-board, was quite 
forgot. Then the Sailors ſet about the Chriſtening 
of thoſe who had never made the Voyage before 
and indeed they had done it ſooner, if it had not 
been for the Death of our above-mention'd Compa- 
nions. The Chriſtening I ſpeak of, is an imperti- 
nent Ceremony, practis'd by Sea-faring Men, whoſe 
Humours are as ſtrange and extravagant, as the 


Element itſelf, upon which they fooliſhly truſt 


themſelves. By vertue of a Cuſtom of old ſtand- 
ing, they profane the Sacrament of Baptiſm in an 
unaccountable Manner. Upon that Occaſion, the 
old Sailors being blacken'd all over, and diſguis'd 
with Rags and Ropes, force the greener Sort that 
have never paſs'd ſome certain Degrees of Lati- 
tude before, to fall down on their Knees, and to 
ſwear upon a Book of Sea Charts, that upon all 
Occaſions they will practiſe upon others, the ſame 
Ceremony that is then made uſe of towards them. 
After the adminiſtring of this ridiculous Oath, 
they throw fifty Buckets full of Water upon their 
Head, Belly, and Thighs, and indeed, all over their 
Bodies, without any regard to Times or Seaſons. 
This Piece of Folly is chiefly practis'd under the 
Aquator, under the Tropicks, under the Polar 
Circles, upon the Bank of Newfound-Land ; and in 
the Streights of Gibraltar, the Sund, and the Darda- 
nelloes. As for Perſons of Note or Character, they 
are exempted from. the Ceremony, at the Expence 
of five or ſix Bottles of Brandy for the Ship's Crew, 

Three or four Days after the Performance ot this 
Solemnity, we diſcover'd Cape Raye, and ſo made 
up to St. Laurence Bay, in the Mouth of which we 
were becalm'd for a little while; and during that 
Calm, we had a clearer and pleaſantet Day; than 
any We had ſeen in the Paſſage, It look'd * 
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that Day had been vouchſaf'd us by way of Recom- 
pence for the Rains, Foggs, and high Winds, that 
we encounter'd by the Way. There we ſaw an 
Engagement between a Whale 

and a * Sword Fiſh, at the Diſ- * Eſpadon, 8 . 
tance of a Gun-ſhot from our 5 1 , Foor 
Frigate, We were perfectly ns 5-7. =_ 
charm'd when we ſaw the Sword- having in its Snout a 
Fiſh jump out of the Water in t of Saw which ig 
order to dart its Spear into the „ 7 
Body of the Whale, when oblig- The, thi . 
ed to take Breath. This enter- 


5 taining Show laſted at leaſt two Hours, ſometimes 
5 to the Starboard, and ſometimes to the Larboard 
of the Ship. The Sailors, among whom Super- 
t ſtition prevails as much as among the Egyptians, 
1 tocxk this for a Preſage of ſome mighty Storm; but 
. the Prophecy ended in two or three Days of con- 
U trary Winds, during which time we travers'd be- 
e 3 tween the Iſland of Neufound- Land, and that of 
> Cape Breton. Two Days after we came in Sight 
„ of the Iſland of Fowls, by the Help of a North-Eaſt 
rr Wind; which drove us from the Mouth of St. 
ir Laurence Bay, to the Iſle of Auticaſti, upon the Bank 
s. of which, we thought to have been caſt away, by 


nearing it too much. In the Mouth of that River 
we fell into a ſecond Calm, which was follow'd by 
a contrary Wind, that oblig'd us to lye by for 
ſome Days. At laſt we made Tadouſſac, by gra- 
dual Approaches, and there came to an Anchor, 
This River is four Leagues broad where we then 
rode, and twenty two at its Mouth; but it contracts 
itſelf gradually, as it approaches to its Source. Two 
Days after, the Wind ſtanding Eaſt, we weigh'd An- 
chor; and being favour'd by the Tyde, got ſafe 
through the Channel of the Red Iſland, in which 
the Currents are apt to turn a Veſſel on one Side, 
as well as at the Iſland of Coudreſß, which lies ſome 
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Leagues higher. But upon the Coaſt of the laſt 
Iſland, we had certainly ſtruck upon the Rocks, if 
we had not drop'd an Anchor. Had the Ship been 
caſt away at that Place, we might eaſily have ſav'd 
our ſelves: But it prov'd ſo, that we were more 
afraid than hurt. 'Next Morning we weighed with 
a freſh Gale from the Eaſt, and the next Day after 
came to an Anchor over againſt Cape Tourmente, 
where we had not above two Leagues over, tho' 
at the ſame time *tis a dangerous Place to thoſe who 
are unacquainted with the Channel. From thence 
we had but ſeven Leagues ſailing to the Port of Que- 
dec, where we now ride at Anchor. In our Paſſage 
from the red Iſland to this Place, we ſaw ſuch Floats 
of Ice, and ſo much Snow upon the Land, that we 
were upon the Point of turning back for France, 
tho? we were not then above thirty Leagues off our 
deſired Port. We were afraid of heing ſtop'd by 
the Ice, and ſo loſt; but thank God we *ſcap'd. 
Y We have receiv*d advice, that the Governor has 
mark*d out Quarters for our Troops in ſome Vil- 
lages or Cantons adjacent to this City; ſo that I 
am oblig*d to prepare to go aſhoar, and therefore 
muſt make an end of this Letter. I cannot as yet 
give yon any Account of the Country, excepting 
that *tis already mortally cold. As to the River, I 
mean to give you a more ample Deſcription of it, 
when I come to know it better. We are inform- 
ed that Mr, de la Salle is juſt return'd from his 
Travels, which he undertook upon the Diſcovery 
of a great River that falls into the Gulf of Mexico; 
and that he imbarques To- morrow for France. 
He is perfectly well acquainted with Canada, and 
for that reaſon you ought to viſit him, if you gg 
tw Pry this Winter. Taw, 
on SIR, 


Nours, &c. 
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LE TERYC I. 
Dated at the Canton of Beauprè, May 2. 1684. 


Containing a Deſcription of the Plantations of 
Canada, and the manner in which they were 
firft-form'd: As alſo an Account of the Trans- 
portation of Whores from France to that 


Country ; together with a View of its Climate 
and Sol. 


SIR, > 
S ſoon as we landed laſt Year, Mr. de la Barre 
lodg'd our three Companies in ſome Cantons 


or Quarters in the Neighbourhood of Quebec. The 
Planters call theſe places Cotes, which in France 


. ſignifies no more than the Sea-Coaſt ; tho? in this 


Country where the Names of Town and Village are 
unknown, that Word is made uſe of tu expreſs a a 
Seignory or Manor, the Houſes of which lie at 
the Diſtance of two or three hundred Paces one 
from another, and are ſeated on the Brink of the 
River of St. Laurence. In earneſt, Sir, the Boors 
of thoſe Manors live with more Eaſe and Conveni- 
ency, than an Infinity of the Gentlemen in France. 
I am out indeed in calling *em Boors, for that 
Name is as little known here as in Spain ; whether 
it be that they pay noTaxes, and enjoy the Liberty 
of Hunting and Fiſhing ; or that che Eaſineſs of 
their Life, puts em upon a Level with the Nobi. 
lity. The pooreſt of them have 

four Arpents of Ground in Front, + A4 Arpent is a Spot 
and thirty or forty in Depth: The of Grams! OY 
whole Country beinga continued b ;# wk 22 


each of which is eigh - 
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of which muſt be grub'd up, before they can make 
uſe of a Plough. Tis true, this is a troubleſome 
and chargeable Task at firſt; but in a ſhort Time 
after they make up their Loſſes; for when the Vir- 
in Ground, is capable of receiving Seed, it ields 
an Increaſe to the Rate of an hundred - fold. Corn is 
there ſown in May, and reap'd about the middle 
of September. Inſtead of threſhing the Sheafs in the 
Field, they convey 'em to Barns, where they lie 
till the coldeſt Seaſon of the Winter, at which 
time the Grain is more eaſily diſengag'd from the 
Ear. In this Country they likewiſe ſow Peaſe, 
which are much eſteem'd in France. All ſorts of 
Grain are very cheap here, as well as Butchers 
Meat and Fowl. The Price of Wood is almoſt 
nothing, in compariſon with the Charge of its Car- 

rie „which after all is very inconſiderable. 
"Moſt of the Inhabitants are a free ſort of People 
thatremov'd hither from France, and brought with 
dem but little Money to ſet up withal : The reſt 
are thoſe who were Soldiers about thirty or forty 
Years ago, at which time the Regiment of Carig- 
nan was broke, and they exchang'd a Military Poſt, 
for the Trade of Agricullure. Neither the one nor 
the other pay?d any thing for the Grounds they 
poſſeſs, no more than the Officers of theſe Troops, 
who mark'd out to themſelves, certain Portions of 
unmanur'd and woody Lands; for this vaſt Con- 
tinent is nothing elſe than one continued Foreſt, 
The Governors General allow'd the Officers three 
or four Leagues of Ground in Front, with as much 
Depth as they pleas'd ; and at the ſame Time the 
Officers gave the Soldiers as much Ground as they 
pleagd, upon the Condition of the Payment of a 

Crown per Arpent, by way of Fief. 

After the Reform of eg Troops, ſeveral Ships 
were ſent hither from France, with a Cargoe of 
Women of an ie 3 „ Under the Di- 
rection 
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rection of ſome old ſtale Nuns, who rang'd them 
in three Claſſes. The Veſtal Virgins were heap'd 
up, (if I may ſo ſpeak) one above another, in 
three different Apartments, where the Bride- 
grooms ſingled out their Brides, juſt as a Butcher 
does an Ewe from amongſt a Flock of Sheep. In 
theſe three S-ragiio*s, there was ſuch Variety and 
Change of Diet, as could ſatisfy the moſt whimſi- 
cal Appetites; for here was ſome big, ſome little, 
ſome fair, ſome brown, ſome fat and ſcme meagre, 
In fine, there was tuch Accommodation, that 
every one might be fitted to his Mind: And in- 
deed the Market had ſuch a Run, 'that in fifteen 
Days time, they were all diſpos'd of, I am told, 
that the faiteſt went off beſt, upon the Appre- 
henſion that theſe being lefs active, would keep 
truer to their Ingagements, and hold out better 
againſt the nipping Cold of the Winter: But af- 
ter all, a great many of the He-Adventurers found 
themſelves miſtaken in their Meaſures, However, 
let that be as it will, it affords a very curious Re- 
mark ; namely, That in ſome Parts of the World, 
to which the vicious European Women are tran(- 
en, the Mob of thoſe Countries does 820 
elieve, that their Sins are ſo defac'd by the riqi- 
culous Chriſtening I took notice of before, that 
they are look'd upon ever after as Ladies of Vir- 
tue, of Honour, and of untarniſh'd Conduct of 
Life. The Sparks that wanted to be married, 
made their Addreſſes to the above-mentioned 
Governeſſes, to whom they were oblig'd to give 
an Account of their Goods and Eſtates, before 
they were allow'd to make their Choice in the 
three Seraglio's. After the Choice was determin'd, 
the Marriage was concluded upon the Spot, in the 
Preſence of a'Prieſt, and a publick Notary ; and 
the next Day the Governor-General beſtow'd up- 
bon the married Couple, a Bull, a, Cow, a Hog, a 


Sow, 
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Sow, a Cock, a Hen, two Barrels of ſalt Meat, and 
eleven Crowns ; together with a certain 
* Horns, Coat of Arms call'd by the Greeks * AI. 


The Officers having a nicer Taſte than the 


Soldiers, made their Application to the Daughters 
of the ancient Gentlemen of the Country, or 
thoſe of the richer ſort of Inhabitants; for you 
know, that Canada has been poſſeſs'd by the French 
above an hundred Years. 

In this Country every one lives in a good and a 
well-furniſh'd Houſe; and moſt of the Houſes are 
of Wood, and two Stories high. Their Chimnies 
are very large, by reaſon of the prodigious Fires 
they make to guard themſelves from the Cold, 
which is there beyond all meaſure, from the Month 
of December, to that of April. During that Space 
of time, the River is always frozen over, not- 
withſtanding the Flowing and Ebbing of the Sea; 
and the Snow upon the Ground, is three or four 
foot deep; which is very ſtrange in a Country 
that lies in the Latitude of forty-ſeven Degrees, 
and ſome odd Minutes. Moſt People impute the 
extraordinary Snow to the number of Mountains, 
with which this yaſt Continent is repleniſh'd. 
Whatever is in that matter, I muſt rake notice of 
one thing, that ſeems very ſtrange, namely, that 
the Summer Days are longer here than at Paris, 
The Weather is then ſo clear and ſerene, that in 
three Weeks time you ſhall not ſee a Cloud in the 
Horizon. | hope to go to Quebec with the firſt Op- 
portunity ; for I have Orders to be in a Readineſs 
to imbarque within fifteen Days for Monreal, which 
is the City of this Country, that lies fartheſt up 
towards the Head of the River. I am, | 


SIX, 
Yours, &c. 
LET. 
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LETTER III. 
Dated at Quebec May 18. 1684. 


Containing an ample Deſcription of the City 
Quebec, and of the and of Orleans. 


SIR. 


TD Efore I ſet out for Monreal, IJ had the Curio- 
ſity to view the Iſland of Orleans, which is 
ſeven Leagues in length, and three in Breadth; 
It extends from over-againſt Cape Tourments, to 
within a League and a half of ebec, at which 
Place the River divides itſelf into two Branches. 
The Ships ſail through the South Channel ; for 
the North Channel is ſo foul with Shelves and 
Rocks, that the ſmall Boats can only paſs that way. 
The Ifland belongs to a General Farmer of France, 
who would make out of it a thouſand Crowns of 
yearly Rent, if himſelf had the Management of it. 
*Tis ſurrounded with Plantations, that produce 
all ſorts of Grain.  * | 
Quebec is the Metropolitan of New-France, being 
almoſt a League in Circumference; it lies in the 
Latitude of 47 Degrees, and 12 Minutes. The 
Longitude of this Place is uncertain, as well as that 
of ſeveral other Countries, with the Leave of the 
Geographers, that reckon you up 1200 Leagues 
from Rochelle to Quebec, without taking the Pains to 
meaſure the Courſe: However, I am ſure that it 
lies but at tao great a Diſtance from France, for the 
Ships that are bound hither; for their Paſſage com- 
monly laſts for two Months and a half, whereas 
the homeward bound Ships may in 30 or 40 Days 
failing, eaſily make the Belle Ile, which N ar 
| Rr 
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ſureſt and maſt uſual Land, that a Ship makes 
upon a long Voyage. The Reaſon of this Diffe- 


rence, is, that the Winds are Eaſterly for 100 


Days of the Year, and Weſterly for 260, 

Quebec is divided into the upper and the lower Ci- 
ty. The Merchants live in the latter, for the Con- 
Wnicncy of the Harbour; upon which they have 
built very fine Houſes, three Story high, of a ſort 
of Stone that's as hard as Marble, The upper or 
high City is full as populous, and as well adorn'd 
as .the lower. Both Cities are commanded by a 
Caſtle, that ſtands upon the higheſt Ground, This 
Caſtle is the Reſidence of the Governors, and 
affords them not only convenient Apartments, but 
the nobleſt and moſt extenſive Proſpect in the 
World. Quebec wants two effential things, namely, 
a Key and Fortifications; though both the one 
and the other might be eaſily made, conſidering 
the Conveniency of Stones lying upon the Spot. 
Tis incompaſs'd with ſeveral Springs, of the beſt 
freſh Water in the World, which the Inhabitants 
draw out of Wells; for they are ſo ignorant of 
the Hydroſtaticks, that not one of *em knows 
how to convey the Water to certain Baſins, in 
order to raiſe either flat or ſpouting Fountains. 
Thoſe who live on the River-ſide, in the lower 
City, are not half ſo much pinch'd with the Cold, 
as the Inhabitants of the Upper; beſides that the 
former have a peculiar Conveniency of tranſport- 
ing in Boats, Corn, Wood, and other Neceſſaries, 
to the very Doors of their Houſes: But as the latter 
are more expos'd to the Injuries of the Cold, ſo 
they enjoy the Benefit and Pleaſure of a cooler 
Summer. The way which leads from the one 
City to the other, is pretty broad, and adorn'd 
with Houſes on each fide ;z only 'tis a little ſteep, 

2vebec ſtands upon a very uneven Ground; and its 
Houfes are not uniform. The Intendant lives in a 
| Bottom, 
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Bottom, at ſome ſmall Diſtance from the Side of a 
little River, which by joyning the River of St. 
Laurence, coops up the City in a right Angle. His 
Houſe is the Palace in which the Sovereign Coun- 
cil aſſembles four times a Week; and on one fide 
of which, we ſee great Magazines of Ammuni- 
tion and Proviſions. There are ſix Churches in the 
High City: The Cathedral conſiſts of a Biſhop, 
and twelve Prebendaries, who live in common in 
the Chapter-Houſe, the Magnificence and Archi- 
tecture of which is truly wonderful. Theſe poor 
Prieſts are a very good ſort of People; they con- 
tent themſelves with bare Neceſſaries, and meddle 
with nothing but the Affairs of the Church, where 
the Service is perform'd after the Roman way. The 
ſecond Church is that of the Jeſuits, which ſtands 
in the Center of the City; and is a fair, ſtately, 
and well lighted Edifice. The great Altar of the je- 
ſuits Church, is adorn'd with four great Cylindrical 
Columns of one Stone; the Stone being a ſort of 
Canada Porphyry, and black as Jet, without either 
Spots or Veins. Theſe, Fathers have very conve- 
nient and large Apartments, beautify'd with plea- 
ſant Gardens, and ſeveral Rows of Trees, which 
are ſo thick and buſhy, that in Summer one might 
take their Walks ſor an Ice-Houſe: And indeed 
we may ſay without ſtretching, that there is Ice 
not far from 'em, for the good Fathers are never 
without a Reſerve in two or three Places, for the 
cooling of their Drink. Their College is ſo ſmall, 
that at the beſt they have ſcarce fifty Scholars at a 
Time The third Church is that of the Recollects, 
who, through the Interceſſion of Count Frontenac, 
obtain'd Leave of the King to build a little Cha- 
pel (which I call a Church 3) notwithſtanding the 
Remonſtrances of Mr. de Laval our Biſhop, who, 
in Concert with the Jeſuits, us'd his utmoſt Efferts 
for ten Years together to hinder it. Before the 

| building 
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building of this Chapel, they liv'd ina little Ho- 
ſpital that the Biſhop had order'd to be built fot 
'em; and ſome of *em continue there ſtill. The 
fourth Church is that of the Uyſelines, which has 
been burn'd down two or three times, and ſtill re- 4 
built to Advantage. The fifth is that of the 4 
Hoſpital-Order; who take a particular Care of the 5 

Sick, tho' themſelves are poor, and but ill lodg'd. 
The Sovereign Council is held at Que- 
+ See the bec. It conſiſts of twelve Counſellors of 
8 + Capaly de ſpada, who are the ſupream 
1 Judicature, and decide all Cauſes with- 
out Appeal. The Intendant claims a Right of be- 
ing Preſident to the Council; but in the Juſtice- 
Hall the Governor-General places himſelf ſo as 
to face him, the Judges being ſet on both Sides of 
them; ſo that one would think they are both Pre- 
ſidents. While Monſieur de Frontenac was in Ca- 
nada, he laugh'd at the pretended Precedency of 
the Intendants ; nay, he uſed the Members of that 
Aſſembly as roughly as Cromwell did the Parlia- 
ment of England. At this Court every one pleads 
his own Cauſe, for Sollicitors or Barriſters never 
appear there; by which means it comes to paſs, 
that Law-Suits are quickly brought to a Period, 
without demanding Court Fees or any other 
Charges from the contending Parties, The Judges, 
who have but four hundred Livres a Year from 
the King, have a Diſpenſation of not wearing the 
Robe and the Cap. Beſides this Tribunal, we 
have in this Country a Lieutenant- General, both 
Civil and Military, an Attorney General, the 

Great Provoſt, and a Chief Juſtice in Eyre. 

The way of travelling in the Winter, whether 

in Town or Country, is that of Sledges drawn by 
Horſes; who are ſo inſenſible of the Cold, that 
I have ſeen fifty or fixty of em in January and Fe- 
bruary ſtand in the Snow up to their Breaſt, in = 
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midſt of a Wood, without ever offering to go neat 
their Owner's Houſe. In the Winter- time they 
travel from Quebec to Monreal upon the Ice, the 
River being then frozen over; and upon that Oc- 
caſion theſe Sledges will run you fifteen Leagues a 
Day. Others have their Sledges drawn by two 

Maſtiff Dogs, but then they are longer by the 
Way. As for their way of travelling in Summer, 
I ſhall tranſmit you an Account of it, when I come 
to be better inform'd. I am told that the People 
of this Country will go a thouſand Leagues in 
Canoes of Bark ; a Deſcription of which you may 
expect, as ſoon as I have made uſe of em. The 
Eaſterly Winds prevail here commonly in theSpring 
and Autumn; and the Weſterly have the Aſcen- 
dant in Winter and Summer. Adieu, Sir: I muſt 
now make an end of my Letter, for my Matter 
begins to run ſhort. All I can ſay, is, that as ſoon 


as I am better inſtructed in what relates to the 


Commerce, and the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernment of the Country, I'll tranſmit you ſuch 
exact Memoirs of the ſame, as ſhall give you full 
Satisfaction. Theſe you may expect with the firſt 
Opportunity; for in all Appearance our Troops 
will return after the Concluſion of the Campaign 
that we are now going to make in the Country of 
the Jrogucſe, under the Command of Monſieur de 
la Barre. In ſeven or eight Days time I mean to 
imbark for Monreal; and in the mean time am 
going to make a Progreſs to the Villages of Scilleri, 
of Saut de la Chaudiere, and of Lorete, which are 
inhabited by the Abenakis and the Hurons. Theſe 
Places are not above three or four Leagues off; 
ſo that I may return with Eaſe next Week. As 
for the Manners of the People, I cannot pretend 
to deſcribe *em ſo ſoon; for a juſt Obſervation 
and Knowledge of theſe things cannot be com-. 
paſs'd without Time, I have been this Winter ar 


hunting 


16 Some New' Voyages 
hunting with thirty or forty young Alponkins, who 


accompanying them, was, to learn their Lan- 
guage, which is mightily eſteem'd in this Coun- 
ry; for all the other Nations for a thouſand 
eagues round (excepting the. [roqueſe and the 
Huron) underſtand it perfectly well; nay, all 
their reſpective Tongues come as near to this, as 
the Portugueſe does to the Spaniſh. I have already 
made my-ſelf Maſter of ſome Words with a great 
deal of Facility; and they being mightily pleaſed 
in ſeting a Stranger ſtudy their Tongue, take all 
imaginable Pains to inſtruft me. Iam, 


SIR, 
Nuri, cc. 
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CEETTRER IY; 
Dated at Monreal, June 14. 1684. 


F the Savages in the Neighbourhood of Que- 
bec: Of the River of St. Lawrence, &c. as 
Far 4 as Monreal: Of a curious way of fiſh- 
ing Eels; and of the Cities of Trois Rivieres 
and Montreal: Together with an 
Account of the Conduct of the * Fo- 
reft Rangers or Pedlars, 


* Coureurs de 
Bois, See the Ex- 


plication Table. 
IX. 9 
. BB ve Departure from Quebec, I viſited the 
. adjacent Villages inhabited by the Savages, 
he Village of Lorete is peopled by two hundred 
8. Families 


were well-made clever Fellows. My Deſign in 


eie ga brief Deſcription of the Habitations | 
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milies of Hurons, who were converted to Chriſtia- 


nity by the Jeſuits, though with a great deal of 
Reluctancy. The Villages of S$///ery, and of Saut de 
la Chaudiere, are compos'd of three hundred Fami- 
lies of Abenakis, who are likewiſe Chriſtians, and 
among whom the Jeſuits have ſettled Miſſionaries. 
I return'd to Queer time enough, and imbarqued 
under the Conduct of a Maſter, that would rather 
have had a Lading of Goods, than of Soldiers. The 


2X North-Eaſt Winds wafted us in fiveorſix days to Trois 


Rivieres, which is the Name of a {mall City, ſeated at 
the diſtance of thirty Leagues from hence, That City 
derives its Name frofh three Rivers, that ſpring from 
one Channel, and after continuing their Diviſion for 
ſome Space, re-unite into a joint Stream, that falls in- 
to the River of St. Laurence, about half a quarter of a 
League below the Town. Had we fail'd all Night, the 
Tides would have carry'd us thither in two Days time; 
but in regard that the River is full of Rocks and 
Shelves, we durſt not venture upon it in the dark; ſo, 
we came to an Anchor every Night, which did not at 
all diſpleaſe me; for in the courſe of thirty Leagues, 
(notwithſtanding the Darkneſs of the Night) it gave 
me an Opportunity of viewing an infinite number 
of Habitations on each Side of the River, which are 
not above a Musket-Shot diſtant one from another. 
The Inhabitants that are ſettled between Quebec 
and fifteen Leagues higher, diverted me very agree- 
ably with the fiſhing of Eels. At low Water 
they ſtretch out Hurdles to the loweſt Water- - 
Mark; and that Space of Ground being then dry 
by the Retreat of the Water, is cover'd over, and 
ſhut up by the Hurdles. Between the Hurdles they 
place at certain Diſtances Inſtruments call'd Raucbes, 
from the Reſemblance they bear to a Bee-hive ; be- 
ſides Baskets and little Nets belag'd upon a Pole, 
which they call Bouteux, and Bouts de Puicvres. Then 
they let all ſtand in this faſhion for three Months ho 
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the Spring, ard two in the Autumn. Now as of- 
ten as the Tide comes in, the Eels looking out for 
ſhallow Places, and making towards the Shoar, croud 
in among the Hurdles, which hinder *em afterwards 
to retire with the Ebb-water ; upon that they are 
forc'd to bury themſelves in the abovementioned 
Engines, which are ſometimes ſo over-cram'd, that 
they break. When ttis low Water, the Inhabitants 
take out theſe Eels, which are certainly the biggeſt, 


and the longeſt in the World. They ſalt them up in 


Barrels, where they'll keep a whole Year without 
fpoiling : And indeed they give an admirable Reliſh 
in all Sauces ; nay, there's nothing that the Coun- 
cil of Quebec defires more, than that this Fiſhery 
ſhould be equally plentiful in all Years. 
Trois Rivieres is alittle paltry Town, ſeated in the 
Latitude of forty-fix Degrees; *tis not fortified 
neither with Stone, nor Palcs. 'The River ro which 
it owes its Name, takes its Riſe an hundred Leagues 
to the North-Weſt, from the greateſt Ridge of Moun- 
tains in the Univerſe. The Algonkins who are at 
preſent an Erratick Sort of Savages, and, like the 
Arabs, have no ſettled Abode ; that People, I ſay, 
ſeldom ſtraggle far from the Banks of this River, 
upon which they have excellent Beaver-hunting. In 
former times the Iroqueſe cut off three fourths of that 
Nation; but they have not dar'd to renew their In- 
curſions, ſince the French have peopled the Coun- 
tries that lie higher up upon the River of St. Lau- 
rence, Icall'd Trois Rivieres a little Town, with refe- 
rence to the Paucity of the Inhabitants; though at 
the ſame time they are very rich, and live in ſtately 
Houſes. The King has made it the Reſidence of 
a Governor, who would die for Hunger, if he 
id not trade with the Natives for Beavers, when 
his ſmall Allowance is out: Beſides, a Man that 
would live there, muſt be of the like Temper with 
a Dog, or at Icaſt he muſt take Pleaſure in ſcratch- 
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ing his Skin, for the Fleas are there more nume- 
rous than the Grains of Sand. I am inform'd, that 
the Natives of this Place make the beſt Soldiers in 
the Country. | 

Three Leagues higher we enter'd St. Peter's Lake, 
which is ſix Leagues long, and had Difficulty enough 
in croſſing it ; 2 the frequent Calms oblig'd us to 
caſt Anchor ſeveral times. It receives three or 
four Rivers that abound with Fiſh ; upon the 
Mouth of which, I deſcry'd with my Teleſcope 
very fine Houſes. Towards the Evening we fail'd 
out of that Lake with a freſh Eaſterly Gale; and 
though we hoiſted up all our Sails, the Current run 


ſo ſtrong againſt us, that *rwas three Hours before 


we could make Sorel, which was two ſmall Leagues 
off Sorel is a Canton of four Leagues in Front, 
in the Neighbourhood of which, a certain River 
conveys the Waters of Champlain Lake, to the Ri- 
ver of St. Laurence, after having form'd a Water-fall 
of two Leagues at Chambli, Though we reckon but 
eight Leagues from Sorel to Monreal, yet we ſpent 
three Days in ſailing between 'em; by reaſon partly 
of flack Winds, and partly of the Strength of the 
Currents. In this Courſe we ſaw nothing but 
Iſlands ; and both Sides of the River all along, from 
Quebec to this Place, are ſo repleniſh'd with Inhabi- 
rants, that one may juſtly call em two continued 
Villages of ſixty Leagues in Length. 

This Place, which goes by the Name of Vllemaris, 
or Monreal, lies in the Latitude of forty five De- 
grees, and ſome Minutes; being ſeated in an Iſland 
ofthe ſame Name, which is about five Leagus broad, 
aed fourteen Leagues long. The Directors of the 
Seminary of St. Sulpitius at Paris, are the Proprietors 
of the Iſland, and have the Nomination ofa Bailiff, and 
ſeveral other Magiſtrates ; nay, in former Times they 
had the Privilege of nominating a Governor. This 
little Town lies all open without any Fortification 
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either of Stone or Wood: But its Situation is ſo ad- 
vantageous, notwithſtanding that it ſtands upon an 
uneven and ſandy Ground, that it might eaſily be 
made an impregnable Poſt, The River of St. Lau- 
rence, which runs juſt by the Houſes, on one Side 
of this Town, is not navigable further, by Reaſon 3 
of its Rapidity; for about half a Quarter of a MF ;; 
League higher, tis full of rapid Falls, Eddies, Sc. 80 
Mr. Perot the Governor of the Town, who has 
bur a thouſand Crowns a Year Salary ; has made 
ſhift to get fifty thouſand in a few Years, by tra- 
ding with the Savages in Skins and Furs. 'The 
Bailiff of the Town gets but little by his Place, 
no more than his Officers: So that the Merchants 
are the only Perſons that make Money here 
for the Savages that frequent the great Lakes of 
Canada, come down hither almoſt every Year with * 
a prodigious Quantity of Beavers Skins, to be given 
in Exchange for Arms, Kettles, Axes, Knives, 
and a Thouſand ſuch 'Things, upon which the Mer- 
chants clear two hundred per Cent. Commonly the 
Governor-General comes hither about the Time of 
their coming down, in order to ſhare the Profit, 
and receive Prefents from that People. The Ped- 3 
lers call d Coureurs de Bois, export from hence every 
Year ſeveral Canows full of Merchandiſe, which 
they diſpoſe of among all the Savage Nations of the 
Continent, by way of Exchange for Beaver 
Skins. Seven or eight Days ago, I ſaw twenty five 
or thirty of theſe Canows return with heavy Car- 
goes; each Canow was manag'd by two or three 
Men, and carry'd twenty hundred Weight, i. e. for- 
ty Packs of Beaver Skins, which are worth and hun- 
dred Crowns a piece. Theſe Canows had been a 
Year and eighteen Months out. You would be | 
amaz'd if you ſaw how lewd theſe Pedlers are when 
they return ; how they feaſt and game, and how | 
prodigal they are, not onlx in their Cloaths, but 
upon 
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upon Women. Such of em as are married, have 


the Wiſdom to retire to their own Houſes; but the 
Batchelors act juſt as our Eaft- Jadia- Men, and Pi- 
rates are wont to do; for they laviſh, eat, drink, 
and play all away as long as the Goods hold out; 
and when theſe are gone, they een fel] their Em- 
broidery, their Lace, and their Cloaths, This done, 
they are forc'd to go upon a new Voyage for 
Subſiſtance. | 
The Directors of the Seminary of St. Sulpitius, 
take care to ſend Miſſionaries hither from Time to 
Time, who live under the Direction of a Superior, 
that is very much reſpected in the Country. They 
have Apartments allotted for em in a ſtately, great, 
and pleaſant Houſe, built of Free-ſtone. This 
Houſe is built after the Model of that of St. S- 
pice at Paris; and the Altar ſtands by itſelf, juſt 
like that at Paris. Their Seignories or Cantons that 
lie on the South- ſide of the Iſland, produce a con- 


ſiderable Revenue; for the Plantations are good, 


and the Inhabitants are rich in Corn, Cattle, Fowl, 
and a thouſand other Commadities, for which they 
find a Mercat in the City : But the_North Part of 
the Ifland lies waſte. Theſe Directors would never 
ſuffer the Jeſuits or Recollects to diſplay their 
Banners here; though 'tis conjectur'd, that at the 
long run they'll be forc'd to conſent to it. At the 
Diſtance of a League from the Town, I ſaw at the 
Foot of a Mountain, a Plantation of Jroqueſe Chri- 
ſtians, who are inſtructed by two Prieſts of the Or- 
der of Sulpitius; and I'm inform'd of a larger and 
more populous Plantation on t'other Side of the Ri- 
ver, at the Diſtance of two Leagues from heace, 
which is took Care of by Father Bruyas the Jeſuit. 
I hope to ſet out from hence, as ſoon as Mr. de la 
Barre receives Advice from France ; for he deſigns to 
jeave Quebec upon the Arrival of the firſt Ship. I 
reſolve to go to Fort Frontenac, upon the Lake that 
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goes by the ſame Name. If I may credit thoſe who | 4 
have been formerly in Action againſt the Iroqueſe, ix 
I ſhall be able upon my Return from this Campaign, 


to inform you of ſome Things that will ſeem as : 
ſtrange to you, as they will be diſagreeable to my- 
ſelf. J am, * f 
3 ö 
urs, &c. 
— — — 8 i 
a 
r : 
Dated at Monreal, une 18, 1684. te 
| P 2 JI 
In which is contain'd a ſhort Account of the Iro- | 7 
queſe, with a View of the War and Peace they f 0 
made with the French, and of the Means by * th 
which it was brought about. g - 
SIR, 3 
Wrote to you but four Days ago, and did not think on 
to have heard from you ſo ſoon; but this Morn- of 
ing I met with a very agreeable Surpriſal, in receive- tai 
ing a Packet addreſs d to me by your Brother, You be 
may be ſure I was infinitely well pleas'd, in being m: 
given to underſtand what has paſs'd in Europe fince I W# for 
left it. The Knowledge of the Affairs of Europe is WW 10 
comfortable to one that's dopm'd to another World, of 
ſuch as this is, and I cannot but acknowledge my- En 
ſelf infinitely indebted to you, for the Exactneſs of are 
wur Intelligence. Inaſmuch as you require ef tio: 
me an Account of the Iroqueſe, and would have me the 
to preſent you with a juſt View of their Temper WF Cot 
and Government; I would willingly fatisfy and pen 
oblige you in that, or any other Point: But in Re- diti 


gard 
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gard that I am oblig'd to ſet out for Fort Frontena: 
the Day after To-morrow, I have not Time to in- 
form myſelf of 'Things, or to conſult thoſe who 
have been in the Country before: So that all I can 
do at preſent, is only to acquaint you with what I 
have learn'd this Winter, from Perſons that have 
ſojourn'd twenty Years among em. As ſoon as I 
have an Opportunity of inlarging my Knowledge 
upon that Head, by a more immediate Converſation 
with themſelves, you may aſſure yourſelf that III 
impart it to you. In the mean time, be pleas'd to 
accept of what follows, k, 
Theſe Barbarians are drawn up in five Cantoftfs, 
not unlike thoſe of the &viſſes. Tho' theſe Can- 
tons are all of one Nation, and united in one joint 
Intereſt, yet they go by different Names, viz. the 
Tſonontouans, the Goyogoans, the Onnotagnes, the 
Onoyouts, and the Agnies. Their Language is almoſt 
the ſame; and the five Villages or Plantations in which 
they live, lie at the Diſtance of thirty Leagues one 
from another, being all ſeated near the South ſide 
of the Lake of Ontario, or of Frontenac. Every Year 
the five Cantons ſend Deputies to aſſiſt at the Uni- 
on Feaſt, and to ſmoak in the great Calumet, or Pipe 
of the five Nations Each Village or Canton con- 
tains about fourteen thouſand Souls, i. e. 1500 that 
bear Arms, 2000 Superannuated Men, 4000 Wo- 
men, 2000 Maids, and 4000 Children: Tho' indeed 
ſome will tell you, that each Village has not above 
10000 or 11000 Souls. There has been an Alliance 
of long ſtanding between theſe Nations and the 
Engliſh, and by trading in Furrs to New-York, they 
are ſupply d by the Engliſh with Arms, Ammuni- 
tion, and all other Neceffaries, at a cheaper rate than 
the French can afford em at. They have no other 
Confideration for England or France, than what de- 
pends upon the Occaſion they have for the Commo- 
ditics of theſe two Nations; though after all they 
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give an Over-purchaſe ; for they pay for them four 
times more than they are worth. They laugh at 
the Menaces of our Kings and Governors, for they 
have no Notion of Dependance, nay, the very Word 
is to them injupportable. They look upon them- 
ſelves as Sovereigns, accountable to none but God 
alone, whom they call The great Spirit, They wa- 
ged War with us almoſt always, from the firſt Set- 
tlement of our Colonies in Canada, to the firſt Years 
of the Count of #rontenac's Government. Meſſieurs 
de Courſelles, and de Traci, both of em Governors- 
General, made Head againſt the Agnies upon the 
* Champlain Lake, in Winter as well as in Sum- 
mer ; but they could not boaſt of any great Suc- 
ceſs, They only burnt their Villages, and carry 'd 
off ſome hundred of their Children, of whom the 
above-mention'd Jorqueſe Chriſtians are ſprung. Tis 
true, they cut off ninety or an hundred Warriors; 
but in Compenſation for that, ſeveral Canadans, and 
ſeveral Soldiers of the Regiment of Carignan, being 
unprovided againſt the untufferable Cold of the Cli- 
mate, loſt their Limbs, and even their Life it ſelf. 
Count Frontenac who ſucceeded Mr. Courſelle, per- 
ceiving that the Barbarians had the Advantage of the 
Europeans, as to the waging of War in that Coun- 
try; upon this Apprehenſion, I ſay, he dcelin'd ſuch 
fruitleſs Expeditions, which were very chargeable to 
the'King, and us'd all his Efforts to diſpoſe the Sa- 
vages to a ſincere and laſting Peace. This judici- 
ous Governor had three things in view; The firſt 
was to incourage the greateſt part of the French In- 
habitants, who would have abdicated the Colony, 
and return'd to France, if the War had continued. 
His fecond 'Topick was, that the Concluſion of a 
Peace would diſpoſe an Infinity of People to mar- 
ry, and to grub up the Trees, upon which the Co- 
lony would be better peopled and inlarg'd. The 
third Argument that diſſuaded him from carrying 

on 
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on the War, was a Deſign of purſuing the Diſcovery 
of the Lakes, and of the Savages that live upon 
their Banks, in order to ſettle a Commerce with 
em, and at the fame time to ingage them in our 
XX Intereſts, by good Alliances, in caſe of a Ruptare 
X with the Jroqueſe. Upon the Conſideration of theſe 
Reaſons, he ſent fome_Canadans by way of a formal 
Embaſſy to the Iroqueſe Villages, in order to 
acquaint them, that the King being inform'd that a 
groundleſs War was carry'd on againſt them, had 
{ent him from France to make Peace with em. At 
the ſame time the Ambaſſadors had Orders to ſtipu- 
late all the Advantages they could obtain with refe- 
rence to the Commerce. The Iroqueſe heard this 
Propoſal with a great deal of Satisfaction; for 
Charles II. King of England, had order'd his Gover- 
nor in New-Tork to repreſent to em, that if they 
continu'd to wage War with the French, they were 
ruin'd, and that they would find themſelves cruſh'd 
by the numerous Forces that were ready to fail 
from France. In effect, they promis'd to the Am- 
baſſadors that four hundred of their Number ſhould 
meet Count Frontenac, attended by an equal Number 
of his Men, at the Place where Fort Frontenac now 
ſtands. Accordingly, ſome Months after, both the 
one and the other met at the Place appointed, and 
ſo a Peace was concluded. Mr. de /a Salle was very 
ſerviceable to this Governor, in giving him good 
and ſeaſonable Advices, which I cannot now enter 
upon, being oblig'd to make ſome Preparations for 
my Voyage. When the Campaign is over, you may 
expect to hear from me. In the mean time, 
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I am, 
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urs, &c. 
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LETTER VI 


Dated at Monreal, June 20, 1684. 


Being an ample Deſcription of the Canows made 
of Birch-bark, in which the Canadans per- 


form all their Voyages ; with an Account f 
the Manner in which they are made and ma- 


nag d. | 
SIR, # 


1 Thought to have ſet out PA this Day; but in Regard. 
that our Complement of great Canows is not 


yet brought up, our Voyage is put off for two 
Days. Having ſo much Leiſure- time upon my Hands, 
I have a Mind to imploy it in preſenting you with a 
ſhort View of theſe ſlender Contrivances in which 
the Canadans perform all their Voyages: And this 


will furniſh you with an Idea of the Voiture of this 


Country. I ſaw but now above an hundred Ca- 
nows, ſome great and ſome little; but conſidering 
that the former are only proper for Martial Expedi- 
tions, and long Voyages, I ſhall confine my De- 
ſcription to that ſort. Even the great ones are 
of different Sizes; for they run from ten to 
twenty eight Foot long. Indeed the leaſt of all 


hold but two Perſons ſet upon their Breech, as in 


a Coffin; and are apt to overſet, if the Paſſengers move 
twto one Side or t'other : But thoſe of a larger Size will 
eaſily afford Stowage for fourteen Perſons ; tho* they 
are commonly mann'd only with three Men, when 
they are imploy'd in tranſporting Proviſions and 
Merchandize ; and even then they'll carry twenty 
hundred Weight. The largeſt Sort are fafe and 
| | ſteady, 
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ſteady, when they are made of the Bark of the 
Birch-tree, which comes off with hot Water in the 
Winter time. The greateſt Trees afford the beſt 
Barks for Canows; but oftentimes the Bark of one 
Tree is not ſufficient. The Bottom of the Boat is 
all of one Piece, to which the Sides are fo artfully 
ſew'd by the Savages, that the whole Boat appears 
as one continu'd Bark. They are trimm'd and 
ſtrengthen'd with Wicker Wreaths, and Ribs of Ce- 
dar-Wood, which are almoſt as light as Cork; the 
Wreaths are as thick as a Crown-piece ; but the 
Bark has the Thickneſs of two Crowns, and the 
Ribs are as thick as three. On the two Sides of the 
Boat, there run from one End to the other two 
principal Head-bars, in which the Ends of the 
Ribs are inchas'd, and in which the Spars are made 
faſt, that run acroſs the Boat and keep it compact. 
Theſe Boats have twenty Inches in Depth, that is 
from the upper Edge to the Platform of the Ribs; 
their Length extends to twenty eight Foot, and the 
Width at the middle Rib is computed to be four Foot 
and a half. They are very convenient upon the Ac- 
count of their extream Lightneſs, and the drawing 
of very little Water; but at the ſame time, their 
brittle and tender Fabrick, is an Argument of an 
equivalent Inconveniency ; for if they do but touch 
or grate upon Stone or Sand, the Cracks of the Bark 
fly open, upon which the Water gets in, and ſpoils 
the Proviſions and Merchandize : Every Day there 
is ſome new Chink or Seam to be gumm'd over. At 
Night they are always unloaded, and carried on Shoar 
where they are made faſt with Pegs, leſt the Wind 
ſhould blow 'em away: For they are ſo light that two 
Men carry em upon their Shoulders with Eaſe. This 


Conveniency of Lightneſs and eaſy Carriage, renders 
*em very ſerviceable in the Rivers of Canada, whi 
are full of Cataracts, Water-falls, and Currents : 


For in theſe Rivers we are oblig'd either to tranſport 
em 
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em over Land where ſuch Obſtructions happen, or 
elſe to tow em along where the Current is not over- 
rapid, and the Shoar is acceſſible, Theſe Boats are 
of no Uſe for the Navigation of Lakes ; for the 
Waves would ſwallow em up, if they could not 
reach the Shoar when a Wind ariſes. *Tis true the 
Inhabitants venture in em for four or five Leagues 


from one Iſland to another; but then 'tis always in 


calm Weather, and nothing is made Uſe of but Oars; 
for beſides the Riſque of being over- ſet, the Goods 
are in Danger of being damag'd by the Water, eſpe- 
cially the Furs, which are the moſt valuable Part 
of the Cargoe. When the Seaſon ſerves, they carry 
little Sails; but if the Wind be but a little brisk, 
tho* they run right afore it, tis impoſſible to make 
any Uſe of it without running the Riſque of Ship- 
wreck. If their Courſe lies directly South, they 
cannot put up Sail without the Wind ſtands at one 
of the eight Points, between North-weſt and North- 
Eaſt; and if a Wind happens to ſpring any where 
elſe, (unleſs it comes from the Land which they coaſt 
along) they are oblig'd to put in to the Shoar with 
all poſſible Expedition, and unload the Boat out of 


. hand, till ſuch Time as a Calm returns. 


As for the working of theſe Boats, the Canow- 
Men ply ſometimes on their Knees, namely, when 
they run down the imall Water- falls; ſometimes 
ſtanding, when they ſtem a Current by ſerting the 
Boat along with Poles; and ſometimes fitting, 
Viz. in ſmooth and ſtagnating Water. The Oars 
they make uſe of are made of Maple-wood, and 
their Form is - repreſented in the annex'd Cur. 
The Blade of the Oar is twenty Inches long, fix 
Inches broad, and four Lines thick : The Handle is 
about three Foot long, and as big as a Pigeons Egg. 


When they have Occaſion to run up againſt rapid 


Currents, they make uſe of Poles made of Pine- 
wood ; and the ſetting of the Boat along with theſe, 
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is what they call Piquer de fond. The Canows have 
neither Stern nor Prow, for they run to a Point at 
both Ends: Neither have they Keels, Nails or Pegs, 
in the whole Structure. The Steerſman, or he who 
Conns the Boat, rows without Interruption as well 
as the reſt. The common Purchaſe of ſuch a Boat 
is eighty Crowns; but it does not laſt above five or 
ſix Years. _. | 

This Day I have receiv'd Advice, that Mr. de la 
Barre has rais'd the Militia in the Neighbourhood of 
Quebec, and that the Governor of this Iſland has re- 
ceiv'd Orders to have that of the adjacent Cantons in 
Readineſs to march. I am, 

STIR, 


Tours, &c. 


— 


* 


LETTER VIL 
Dated at Monreal, Nov. 2, 1684. 


Deſcribing the Conrſe 7 the River of St. Lawrence, 
from Monreal to the firſt great Lake of Cana- 


da; with the Water-falls, Cataracts, and Navie 
_ gation of that River As alſo Fort Frontenac, 


and the Advantages that accrue from it, Do- 
' gether with a circumſtantial Account of the 
Expedition of Mr. de la Barre, the Governor- 
General againſt the Iroqueſe ; the Speeches he 
made, the Replies he receiv'd, and the final 
Accommodation of the Difference, 


IR. 


* * God I have finiſh'd this Campaign, and ? 


Lam now return'd in Safety to this Place. To 


| preſent. you with the Hiſtory of our Campaign, be 
| pleas'd 
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pleas'd to know that in two or three Days after the 
Date of my laſt, I imbarqu'd on board of a Ca- 
now that was work'd by three expert Canow Men. 
Every Canow contain'd two Soldiers; and we all 
row'd up againſt the Current of the River till we 
arriv'd at Saut de St. Louis, about three Leagues 
above this Town, which is a little Water-fall, but 
ſo rapid that our Watermen were forc'd to ſtand 
in the Water up to their Middle, in order to drag 
the Canows againſt the Stream for half a quarter 
of a League, We reimbarqu'd above this Paſs, and 
row'd about twelve Leagues up the River, and thro' 
the Lake of St. Louis, till we arriv'd at a Place call'd 
the Caſcades, where we were forc'd to turn out and 
carry our Boats and Baggage over Land, about half 
a quarter of a League. *Tis true, we might have 


tow'd our Boats againſt the Stream in this Place 


with ſome Labour; but there was a Cataract a little 
above it, which they call Je Cataracte du Trou. I 
had taken up a Notion that the only Difficulty of 
failing up the River, conſiſted in the Trouble of 
Land-carriage: but when I came to be a Spectator 
. of the Matter, I found that the Stemming of the 
Currents whether in towing of the Canows, or in 
ſetting them along with Poles, was equally labori- 
ous. About five or fix Leagues higher we came to 
the Water-falls call'd Sauts des Cedres, and du Buiſ- 
fon, where we were forc'd to tranſport our Boats 
five hundred paces over Land. Some Leagues above 
that, we enter'd the Lake of St. Francis, which is 
ſaid to be twenty Leagues in Circumference ; and 
having croſs'd it, met with as ſtrong Currents as 
before, particularly at a Fall call'd Long Saut, where 
we had recourſe to Land-carriage for half a League. 
Then we were forc'd to drag up the Boats againſt 
the rapid Stream; and after a great deal of Fatigue 
came at laſt to a Paſs call'd /a Galete, from when 


we had but twenty Leagues failing to Fort Fronte 
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nac. This Paſs was the laſt Difficulty we had to 
ſurmount; for above it the Water was as ſtill as 
that of a Pool, and then our Watermen ply'd with 
their Oars inſtead of Poles. 

The Maringouins, which we call Midges, are un- 
ſufferably troubleſome in all the Countries, of Cana- 
da. We were haunted with ſuch Clouds of 'em, that 
we thought to be eat up; and ſmoaking being the 
only Artifice that could keep *em off, the Remedy 
was worſe than the Diſeaſe: In the Night-time the 
People ſhelter themſelves from *em in Bowers or 
Arbours, made after the following Manner. They 
drive into the Ground Stakes or little Branches of 
Trees, at a certain Diſtance one from another, ſo 
as to form a ſemicircular Figure; in which they put 
a Quilt and Bedcloaths, covering it above with a 
large Sheet that falls down to the Ground on all ſides, 
and ſo hinders the Inſects to enter. 

We landed at Fort Frontenac after twenty Days 
failing ; and immediately upon our Arrival, Mr, 
Duta our Commander in chief, view'd the Fortifi- 
cations of the Place, and three large Barques thar 
lay at Anchor in the Port. We repair'd the Fortifi- 
cations in a very little time, and fitted up the three 
Barques. This Fort was a Square, conſiſting of large 
Curtains flanked with four little Baſtions; theſe 
Flanks had but two Battlements, and the Walls were 
ſo low, that one might eaſily climb upon em with- 
out a Ladder. After Mr. de Ja Salle concluded the 
Peace with the Iroqueſe, the King beſtow'd upon him 
and his Heirs the Property of this Place ; but he 
was ſo negligent, that inſtead of enriching himſelf 
by the Commerce it might have afforded, he was 
conſiderably out of Pocket upon it. Tomy Mind 
this Fort is ſituated very advantageouſly for a Trade 
with the five Iroqueſe Nations: For their Villages lye 
in the Neighbourhood of the Lake, upon which 
they may tranſport their Furs in Canows with —_ 
Eaſe, 
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Eaſe, than they can carry em over Land to New- 
Tork. In time of War I take it to be indefenſible; 
for the Cataracts and Currents of the River are ſuch, 
that fifty Iroqueſe may there ſtop five hundred French, 
without any other Arms but Stones. Do but con- 
ſider, Sir, that for twenty Leagues together the 
River is ſo rapid, that we dare not ſet the Canow . 
four Paces off the Shoar ; Beſides Canada being no- 
thing but a Foreſt, as I intimated above, tis im- 
poſſible to travel there without falling every Foot 
into Ambuſcades, eſpecially upon the Banks of this 
River, which are lin'd with thick Woods, that ren- 
der em inacceſſible. None but the Savages can skip 
from Rock to Rock, and ſcour thro? the Thickets, as 
if twere an open Field. If we were capable of ſuch 
Adventures, we might march five or ſix hundred 
Men by Land to guard the Canows that carry the 
Proviſions; but at the fame time *tis to be con- 
fider'd, that before they arriv'd at the Fort, they 
would conſume more Proviſions than the Canows 
can carry; not to mention that the Iroqueſe would 
ſtill out number em. As to the Particulars relating 
to the Fort, I ſhall take notice of em when I come 
to give a general Deſcription of Neu- France. 

While we continued at Fort Frontenac, the Iroqueſe 
who live at Gancouſſe and Quentè, at the diſtance of 
ſeven or eight Leagues from thence, threw in upon 
us Harts, Roe-bucks, Turkeys and Fiſh; in Ex- 
change for Needles, Knives, Powder and Ball. To- 
wards the End of Auguſt Mr. de la Barre join'd us; 
but he was dangerouſly ill of a Fever, which 
rag'd'in like manner among moſt of his Militia ; 
ſo that only our three Companies were free from 
Sickneſs. This Fever was of the intermitting 
kind; and the convulſive Motions, 'Tremblings, 
and Frequency of the Pulſe that attended the cold 
Fit, were ſo violent, that moſt of our ſick Men 
dy 'd in the ſecond or third Fit. Their Blood * 
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of a blackiſh brown Colour, and tainted with a fort 
of yellowiſh Serum, not unlike Pas or corrupt Mat- 
ter. Mr. de la Barre's Phyſician, who in my Opinion 
knew as little of the true Cauſes of Fevers as Hippo- 
crates or Galen, and a Hundred Thouſand beſides; 
this mighty Phyſician, I ſay, pretending to trace 
the Cauſe of the Fever I now ſpeak of, imputed it 
to the unfavourable Qualities of the Air and 1 | 
Aliment. His Plea was, that the exceſſive Heat o 

the Seaſon, put the Vapours or Exhalations into an 
over-rapid Motion; that the Air was ſo over-rare- 
fy'd, that we did not ſuck in a ſufficient Quantity of 
it; that the ſmall Quantity we did receive, was load- 
ed with Inſects and impure Corpuſculum's, which 
the fatal Neceſſity of Reſpiration oblig'd us to ſwal- 
low; and that by this means Nature was put into 
Diſorder : He added, that the Uſe of Brandy and 
ſalt Meat ſowr'd the Blood; that this Sowrneſs 
occaſion'd a fort of Coagulation of the Chyle and 
Blood ; that the Coagulation hindred it to circulate 
thro' the Heart with a due Degree of Celerity ; and 
that thereupon there inſued an extraordinary Fer- 
mentation, which is nothing elſe but a Fever. But 
after all, to my mind this Gentleman's Syſtem was 
too much upon the [roqueſe Strain; for at that rate 
the Diſtemper muſt have ſeiz'd all without Diſtinc- 
tion, whereas neither our Soldiers nor the Seafon'd 
Canadans were troubled with it; for it raged. only 
among the Militia, who being unacquainted with the 
Way of ſetting the Boats with Poles, were forc'd 
at every turn to get into the Water and drag em 
up againſt the rapid Stream: Now, the Waters of 
that Country being naturally cold, and the Heat 
being exceſſive, the Blood might thereupon freeze 
by way of Antiperiſtaſis, and ſo occaſion the Fever” 
I ſpeak of, purſuant to the common Maxim, Om- 
nis repentina mutatio eft periculoſa, i. e. All ſudden 
Changes are of dangerous Conſequence. 
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As ſoon as Mr. de Ia Barre recover d, he imbarqu'd 
in order to continue his March; tho he might have 
eaſily known, that after halting fourteen or fifteen 
Days at that Fort, when the Seaſon was ſo far ad- 
vanc'd, he could not pretend to compaſs the End of 
his Expedition. We row'd Night and Day, the 
Weather being very calm, and in five or ſix Days 
came before the River of Famine, where we were 
forc'd to put in upon the Apprehenſion of a Storm. 
Here we met with a Canow that Mr. Dulbut had 
ſent from Miſſilimakinac, with Advice, that purſu- 
ant to Orders he had engag'd the Hurons, Outanua's, 
and {ome other People, to join his Army; in which 
| he had above two hundred brave 
3 Coureu's # Foreſt Rangers. Theſe News were 
5 very acceptable to Mr. de /a Barre; 
but at the ſame time he was very 
much perplex d; for I'm perſuaded he repented 
oftner than once, of his entring upon an Expedi- 
tion that he foreſaw would prove 1ucceſsleſs. ; and 
to aggravate the Danger of his Enterprize, the Iro- 
queſe had at that time an Opportunity to fall upon 
us. In fine, after a mature Conſideration of the 
Conſequences, and of the Difficulties that ſtood in 
the Way, he ſent back the Canow to Mr. Dulbut, 
with Orders to diſmiſs the Foreſt Rangers and Sava- 
ges immediately, where-ever he was, and by all 
means to avoid the approaching to his Troops. By 
good luck Mr. Dulhut had not yet reach'd Niagara, 
when he receiv'd theſe Orders; with which the Sa- 
vages that accompany'd him were fo diſſatisfied, 
that they threw out all manner of Invectives againſt 
the French Nation. 

As ſoon as Mr. de la Barre had diſpatch'd this 
Canow, heſent Mr. /e Moine to the Village of the 
Onnontagues, which lay about eighteen Leagues up 
the River. This Mr. je Moine was a Gentleman of 
Normandy, and highly eſteem d by the Iroqueſe, * 


* * 
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call'd him Akoneſſan, i. e. the Partridge. His Orders 
were, to endeavour by all means to bring along 
with him ſome of the Old-ſtanders of that Nation; 
and accordingly he return'd in a few Days, accom- 
pany'd with one of their moſt conſiderable Gran- 
dees, who had a Train of thirty young Warriors, 
and was diſtinguiſh'd by the Title of the Grangula. 
As ſoon as he debarqued, Mr. de Ia Barre ſent him 
a Preſent of Bread and Wine, and of thirty Sal- 
mon-Trouts, which they fiſh'd in that Place in ſuch 
Plenty, that they brought up a hundred at one Caſt 
of a Net: At the ſame time he gave the Grandee 
to underſtand, that he congratulated his Arrival 
and would be glad to have an Interview with him 
after he had reſted himſelf for ſome Days. You 
muſt know that he had us'd the Precaution of ſend- 
ing the Sick back to the Colony, that the Iroqueſe 
might not perceive the Weakneſs of his Forces ; and 
to favour the Statagem, Mr. Je Moine repreſented to 
the Graugula, that the Body of the Army was left 
behind at Fort Frontenac, and that the Troops he 
ſaw in our Camp, where the General's Guards. But 
unhappily one of the Iroqueſe that had a Smattering 
of the French Tongue, having ſtroul'd in the Night- 
time towards our Tents, over-heard what we fed, 
and ſo reveal'd the Secret. Two Days after their 
Arrival, the Grangala gave notice to Mr. de ja Barre 
that he was ready for an Interview; and according- 
ly an Hour being appointed, the whole Company 
appear'd as the Figure repreſents it. 


The Grangula ſat on the Eaſt fide, being plac'd 2 1 
at the Head of his Men, with his Pipe in his Mout L 


and the great Calumet of Peace before him. 1e 
was very attentive to the following Harans Pro- 
nounc'd by our Interpreters; whick you cannot 
well underſtand, without a previous Explication of 
the Calumet, and the Coliers that it mentions, 
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As ſoon as Mr. de Ia Barre recover d, he imbarqu'd 
in order to continue his March; tho he might have 
eaſily known, that after halting fourteen or fifteen 
Days at that Fort, when the Seaſon was ſo far ad- 


vanc'd, he could not pretend to compaſs the End of 
his Expedition, We row'd Night arid Day, the 


Weather being very calm, and in five or ſix Days 


came before the River of Famine, where we were 
forc'd to put in upon the Apprehenſion of a Storm. 
Here we met with a Canow that Mr. Dulbut had 
ſent from Miſilimakinac, with Advice, that purſu- 
ant to Orders he had engag'd the Hurons, Outaoud's, 
and ſome other People, to join his Army; in which 
he had above two hundred brave 
5 Coureu's * Foreſt Rangers. Theſe News were 
3 very acceptable to Mr. de Ia Barre; 
but at the ſame time he was very 
much perplex d; for I'm perſuaded he repented 
oftner than once, of his entring upon an Expedi- 
tion that he forclaw would prove ſucceſsleſs; and 
to aggravate the Danger of his Enterprize, the Iro- 
gqueſe had at that time an Opportunity to fall upon 
us. In fine, after a mature Conſideration of the 
Conſequences, and of the Difficulties that ſtood in 
the Way, he ſent back the Canow to Mr. Dulbut, 
with Orders to diſmiſs the Foreſt Rangers and Sava- 
ges immediately, where-ever he was, and by all 
means to avoid the approaching to his Troops. By 
good luck Mr. Dulhut had not yet reach'd Niagara, 
when he receiv'd theſe Orders ; with which the Sa- 
vages that accompany'd him were fo diffatisfied, 
that they threw out all manner of Invectives againſt 
the French Nation. 
As ſoon as Mr. de la Barre had diſpatch'd this 


; Canow, heſent Mr. le Moine to the Village of the 


Onnontagues, which lay about eighteen Leagues up 
the River, This Mr. Je Moine was a Gentleman of 
Normandy, and highly eſteem d by the Iroqueſe, = 
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call'd him Akoueſſan, i. e. the Partridge. His Orders 
were, to endeavour by all means to bring along 
with him ſome of the Old-ſtanders of that Nation; 
and accordingly he return'd in a few Days, accom- 
pany'd with one of their moſt conſiderable Gran- 
dees, who had a Train of thirty young Warriors, 
and was diſtinguiſh'd by the Title of the Grangula. 
As ſoon as he debarqued, Mr. de la Barre ſent him 
a Preſent of Bread and Wine, and of thirty Sal- 
mon-'Trouts, which they fiſh'd in that Place in ſuch 
Plenty, that they brought up a hundred at one Caſt 
of a Net: At the ſame time he gave the Grandee 
to underſtand, that he congratulated his Arrival, 
and would be glad to have an Interview with him 
after he had reſted himſelf for ſome Days. You 
muſt know that he had us'd the Precaution of ſend- 
ing the Sick back to the Colony, that the Iroqueſe 
might not perceive the Weakneſs of his Forces ; and 
to favour the Statagem, Mr. Je Moine repreſented to 
the Crangula, that the Body of the Army was left 
behind at Fort Frontenat, and that the Troops he 
ſaw in our Camp, where the General's Guards. But 
unhappily one of the Iroque/e that had a Smattering 
of the French Tongue, having ſtroul'd in the Night- 
time towards our Tents, over-heard what we faid, 
and fo reveal'd the Secret. Two Days after their 
Arrival, the Grangula gave notice to Mr. de la Barre 
thar he was ready for an Interview ; and according- 
ly an Hour being appointed, the whole Company 
appear'd as the Figure repreſents it. 


The Grangula ſat on the Eaſt fide, being plac d AY I 


at the Head of his Men, with his Pipe in his Mouth. 
and the great Calumet of Peace before him. ie 
was very attentive to the following Haratizas'1 pro- 
nounc'd by our Interpreters; Which y cannot 
well underſtand, without a previous Hxplication 
the Calumet, and the Coliers that it mentiona. 
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The Calumet of Peace is made of certain Stones, 
or of Marble, whether red, black, or white. 'The 
Pipe or Stalk is four or five Foot long ; the Body 
of the Calumet is eight Inches long, and the Mouth 
or Head in which the 'Tobacco is lodg'd, is three 
Inches in length ; its Figure approaches to that of a ö 
Hammer. The red Calumets are moſt eſteem'd. 1 
The Savages make uſe of em for Negotiations and 
State Affairs, and eſpecially in Voyages; for when 
they have a Calumet in their Hand, they go where 
they will in Safety. The Calumet is trimm'd with 
yellow, white and green Feathers, and has the ſame 
effect among the Savages, that the Flag of Friend- 
ſnip has amongſt us; for to violate the Rights of 
this venerable Pipe, is among them a flaming Crime, 
that will draw down Miſchief upon their Nations. 
As for the Coliers, they are certain Swathes of two 
or three Foot in length, and ſix Inches in breadth; 
being deck'd with little Beads made of a certain ſort 
of Shells that they find upon the Sea-ſhoar, between 
New-Tork and Virginia. Theſe Beads are round, 
and as thick as a little Pea ; but they are twice as 
long as a Grain of Corn: Their Colour is either blue 
or white; and they are bor'd thro' juſt like Pearl, 
being ran after the ſame manner upon Strings that 
lye ſideways one to another. Without the Inter- 
vention of theſe Coliers, there's no Buſineſs to be 
negotiated with the Savages; for being altogether 
1 with Writing, they make uſe of them 
for Contracts and Obligations. Sometimes they 
keep for an Age the Coliers that they have receiv'd 
1 their Neighbours; and in regard that every 

ver has its peculiar Mark, they learn from the 
old Pexfons, the Circumſtances of the Time and 
Place in Which they were deliver'd ; but after that 
Age is over, they are made uſe of for new Treaties, 
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Mr. de la Barre's Harangue, was to this Purpoſe, 
© The King, my Maſter, being inform'd that 


the five Iroqueſe Nations have for a long Time 


made;InfraQions upon the Meaſures of Peace, or- 
der'd me to come hither with a Guard, and to 
ſend Akoneſſan to the Canton of the Onnotagues, 
in order to an Interview with their principal Lea- 
ders, in the Neighbourhood of my Camp. This 
great Monarch means, that you and I ſhould 
ſmoak together in the great Calumet of Peace, 
with the Proviſo, that you ingage in the Name of 
the T/onnontouans, Goyaguans, Onnotagues, Onnoy= 
ontes, and Agnies, to make Reparation to his Sub- 
jects, and to be guilty of nothing for the future, 
that may occaſion a fatal Rupture. 

© 'TheT7ſ/onnontouans, Goyogouans, Onnotagues, On- 
noyoutes and Agnies, have ſtrip'd, rob'd, and abus'd 
all the Foreſt-Rangers, that travel 'd in the way 
of Trade to the Country of the Hineſe, of the 
Oumamis, and ſeveral other Nations, who are my 
Maſter's Children. Now this Uſage being in high 
Violation of the Treaties of Peace concluded with 
my Predeceſſor, I am commanded to demand Re- 
paration, and at the ſame time to declare, that 
in caſe of their Refuſal to comply with my De- 
mands, or of relapſing into the like Robberies, 
War is poſitively proclaim'd. 7 


This Colier makes my Words good. 


The Warriors of theſe five Nations have intro» 
duc'd the Engliſh to the Lakes, belonging to the 
King my Maſter, and into the Country of thoſe 
Nations to whom my Maſter is a Father: This 
they have done with a Deſign to ruin the Com- 
merce of his Subjects, and to oblige theſe Nations to 
depart from their due Allegiance ; notwithſtanding. 
the Remonſtrances of the late Governor of N- 
4 D 3 Jork, 
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© Pork, who ſaw thro' the Danger that both they 
© and the Engliſh expos'd themſelves to. At pre- 
* ſent I am willing to forget thoſe Actions; but if 
© ever yau be guilty of the like for the future, I 
have expreſs Orders to declare War. 


This Colier warrants my Words. 


© 'The ſame Warriors have made ſeveral barba- 
rous Incurſions upon the Country of the 1/lineſe, 
and the Oumamis. 'They have maſlacred Men, 
Women, and Children ; they have took, bound, 
and carried off an infinite Number cf the Natives 
of thoſe Countries, who thought themſelves ſe- 
cure in their Villages in a time of Peace, Theſe 
People are my Maſter's Children, and therefore 
© muſt hereafter ceaſe to be your Slaves. I chargs 
4 you to reſtore em to their Liberty, and to ſend 
© *em home without Delay; for if the five Nations 
© refuſe to comply with this Demand, I have expreſs 
Orders to declare War. Ta my 


This Colier makes my Words good. 
This is all I had to fay to the Crangula, whom 
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© I defire to report to the five Nations, this Decla- 


ration, that my Maſter commanded me to make. 
. * He wiſhes they had not oblig'd him to 


ie French © ſend a potent Army to the Fort of “ Ca- 


call is Fort 


c . 
eee, taracouy, in order to carry on a War 


* that will prove fatal to them: And he 
* will be very much troubled, if it ſo falls out, 
© that this Fort, which is a Work of Peace, muſt be 
* imploy'd for a Priſon to your Militia, Theſe 
* Miſchiefs ought to be prevented by mutual Endea- 
5 yours: The French who are the Brethren. and 
* Friends of the five. Nations, will never diſturb 
* their Repoſe; provided they make the Satisfac- 
p tion I now demand, and prove religious Obſervers 
* of their Treatics. I wih my Words may pro- 
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© duce the deſir d Effect; for if they do not, I am 
© oblig'd to join the Governor of New-Tork, who 
© has Orders from the King his Maſter, to aſſiſt me 
© to burn the five Villages, and cut you off. 


2 bis Colier confirms my Word. 


While Mr. de Ia Barre's Interpreter pronounc'd 
this Harangue, the Grangula did nothing but Jook'd 
upon the End of his Pipe: After the Speech was 
finiſh'd, he roſe, and having took five or fix Turns 
in the Ring that the French and the Savages made, 
he return'd to his Place, and ſtanding upright ſpoke 
after the following manner to the General, who ſat 
in his Chair of State. | 

© f Onnontio, 1 honour you, and all t This Title they 
© the Warriors that accompany me do 9 N 
* the ſame: Your Interpreter has made Canada. 
an end of his Diſcourſe, and now 

I come to begin mine. My Voice glides to your 
Ear, pray liſten to my Wards. 
* © Ounontio, in ſetting out from Quebec, you muſt 
needs have fancy'd that the ſcorching Beams of 
© the Sun had burnt down the Foreſts which render 
© our Country unacceſſible to the French; or elſe 
© that the Inundations of the Lake had ſurrounded 
© our Cottages, and confin'd us as Priſoners. ' This 
certainly was your Thought; and it could be no- 
© thing elſe but the Curioſity of ſeeing a burnt or 
* drown'd Country, that mov'd you to undertake 
© a Journey hither. But now you have an Oppor- 
© tunity of being undeceiv'd, for I and my warlike 
© Retinue come to aſſure you, that the T/onoutou- 
ans, Goyogouans, Onnotagues, Onnoyoutes and 
* Agnies, are not yet deſtroy'd, I return you thanks 
© in their Name, for bringing into their Country 
the Calumet of Peace, that your Predeceſſor re- 
* ceiv'd from their Hands. At the ſame tire I 
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* congratulate your Happineſs, in hav- 


+ Buying the © ing leſt under Ground ſ the bloody 
2 Axe, that has been ſo often dy'd with 
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© the Blood of the French. I muſt tell 
you, Ounontio, I am not aſleep, my Eyes are 
open; and the Sun that vouchſafes the Light, 
gives me a clear View of a great Captain at the 
Head of a Troop of Soldiers, who ſpeaks as if he 
were aſleep. He pretends that he does not ap- 
proach to this Lake with any other View, than 
to ſmoak with the Onyotagues in the great Calu- 
met; but the Grangula knows better things, he 
ſees plainly that the Onnoutio mean'd to knock 
em on the Head, if the French Arms had not 
been ſo much weaken'd. 
© I perceive that the Onnontio raves in a Camp of 
ſick People, whoſe Lives the great Spirit has ſav'd, 
by viſiting them with Infirmities. Do you hear, 
Onnontio, our Women had took up their Clubs; 
and the Children and the old Men, had viſited 


your Camp with their Bows, and Arrows, if our 


Warlike Men had not ſtop'd and diſarm'd them, 
when Akoueſſ2 your Ambaſſador appear'd before 
my Village. But I have done, 11 talk no more 
of that. 4 
* You muſt know, Onnontio, we have robb'd no 
French Men, but thoſe who ſupply'd the Hine ſe 
and the Oumamis (our Enemies) with Fuſees, with 
Powder, and with Ball: Theſe indeed we took 
care of, becauſe ſuch Arms might have coſt us our 
Life. Our Conduct in that Point is of a Piece 
with that of the Jeſuits, who ſtave all the Barrels 
of Brandy that are brought to our Cantons, leſt 
the People getting drunk ſhould knock them in 


the Head. Our Warriors have no Beavers to 


give in Exchange for all the Arms they take from 
the French; and as for the Old ſuperannuated 
People, they do not think, of bearing Arms, = 


is 
1 


to North-America. 41 


"This Colier comprebonds my Werd. 


* We have conducted the Engiiſh.to * Thy pretend 

our * Lakes, in order to traffick with f a —— 
the Outaouas, and the Hurous; juſt as 5 
the Algonkins conducted the French to our ſive Can- 
tons, in order to carry on a Commerce that the 
Engliſh lay claim to as their Right. We are born 
Freemen, and have no Dependance either upon the 
Onnontio or the f Corlar. We have a 3 
Power to go where we pleaſe, to con- 8 ron 
duct who we will to the Places we re- 44 9 2 of | 
ſort to, and to buy and fell where New-York. - 
we think fit. If your Allies are your ' 
Slaves or Children, you may e'en treat em as 
ſuch, and rob em of the Liberty of entertaining 
any other Nation but your own, 
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This Colier contains my Word. © 


We fell upon the Mineſe and the Oumamis, be- 
cauſe they cut down the Trees of Peace that ſerv d 
for Limits or Boundaries to our Frontiers They 
came to hunt Beavers upon our Lands; and con 
trary to the Cuſtom of all the Sava- A 
ges, have carried off whole Stocks, f Au. 
both Male and Female. They have or _— 
R , , . s A capital 
ingag d the Chaouanons in their Inte- Crime ro de- 
_ and — 'em in their fre all _ 
ountry. They ſupply'd em with e of 4, 
Fils, after the concerting of ill 9 | 
Deſigns againſt us. We have done 
leſs than the Engii/p and the French, who without 
any Right, have uſurp'd the Grounds they are 
now poſſeſs d of; and of which they have dif- 
lodg'd ſeveral Nations, in order to make way for 
their building of Cities, Villages and Forts. 8 
e a3. 1 A —_— 755 
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This Colier contains my Mord. 


© I give you to know, Onnontio, that my Voice 
is the Voice of the five Irogueſe Cantons. This is 


_ © their Anſwer, pray incline your Ear, and liſten 
to what they repreſent. 


The Tſonontouans, Goyogouans, Onnotagues, 
0 . 

1 Onnoyoutes, and Agnies declare, that 

Interring the © they interr d * the Axe at. Cataracouy, 


25 2 in the Preſence of your Predeceſſor 


@ Ne; and in the very Center of the Fort; a 


mee, © planted the Tree of Peace in the ſame 


n © Place, that it might be carefully pre- 
e. n ( ſerv d ; that twas then ſtipulated, 


© that the Fort ſhould be us'd as a Place 


13 4 of Retreat for Merchants, and not a Refuge for Sol- 
1 © giers; and that inſtead of Arms and Ammuni- 
1 ion, it ſhould be made a Receptacle of only Bea- 


BE. ©*wer-Skins, and Merchandize Goods. Be it known 


to you, Onnontio, that for the future you ought 


0 take Care, that ſo great a Number of Martial- 


Men as I now ſee, being ſhut up in ſo ſmall a Fort, 
do not ſtifle and choak the Tree of Peace, Since 


| b . i took Root ſo eaſily, it muſt needs be of perni- 


© cious Conſtquence to ſtop its Growth, and hin- 


ers ſhade both your Country and ours with 


„its Leaves. I do aſſure you, in the Name of the 


= © Five Nations, that our Warriors ſhall dance the 


© Calumet Dance under its Branches; that they ſhall 
5 3 © reſt in Tranquillity upon their 


| F 950 A Püree © + Matts, and will never dig up the 


: - Zou © Axe to cut down the Tree of Peace, 
$-4%- © + © till ſach time as the Onnontio and the _ 
„ rlar, do either jointly or ſeparately offer to in- 


Dede the Country, that the great Spirit has diſ- 


pos d of in the favour of our Anceſtors, 
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This Colier contains my Word; and the other compre· 
bends the Power granted to me by the ue Na- 
tions. 


Then the Grangula addreſs d himſelf to Mr. Ie 
Moine, and ſpoke to this Purpoſe. 


* Akoueſſan, take Heart, you are a Man of Senſe; 
© ſpeak and explain my Meaning ; be ſure you 
5 forget nothing, but declare all that thy Brethren 
© and thy Friends repreſent to thy chief Onnontie, 
5 by the Voice of the Grangula, who pays you all 
© Honour and Reſpect, and invites you to accept 
© of this Preſent of Beavers, and to aſſiſt at his 
© Feaſt immediately. © 

This other Preſent of Beavers is ſent by the 
* five Nations to the Onnontio. MET 

As ſoon as the Grangula had done, Mr. le Moiue, 


and the Jeſuits that were preſent, explain d his An- 


ſwer to Mr. de Ja Barre, who thereupon retir d to 


his Tent and ſtorm'd and M uſter d, till ſome body 
came and repreſented to him, that, Iroca Progenies: © 


neſcit babere modos, i. e. The Iroqueſe are always up- 


on Extreams. The Grangula danc'd after the Iroqueſe_© 


manner, by way of Prelude to his Entertainment; 


after which he regal'd ſeveral of the French. © Two ©! 


Days after he and his Martial Retinue return'd to 


their own Country, and our Army ſet out for Mn 


real. As ſoon as the General was on board, toge= 


ther with the few healthy Men that remain d, the 
Canows were diſpers'd, for the Militia ſtraggled bers 


and there, and every one made the beſt of his way 


home, Our three Companies indeed kept together, | 


becauſe all of us, both Officers and Soldiers, were 


carried in flat· bottom'd Boats, made of Deal en 
purpoſe for our Uſe. ,However, I could have 


yiſt'd to have run dow dhe Falls and CataraQts 
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in the ſame Canow that brought me up, for every 
body thought we ſhould have been caſt away at 
theſe Paſſes, which are full of Eddies and Rocks; 


and twas never heard before, that ſuch Precipices 


were paſs d with Deal Boats either upwards or 
downwards. But we were forc'd to run all Hazards, 
and had certainly been ſwallow'd up in thoſe Moun- 
tains of Water, if we had not oblig'd ſeveral Ca- 
nows to ſhoot the Cataracts at the head of our Boats, 
in order to ſhew us the Way, at the ſame time we 
had prepar'd our Soldiers for rowing and ſhieving 
upon Occaſion. Do but conſider, Sir, that the 
Currents run as faſt as a Cannon Ball ; and that one 
falſe Stroak of the Oar, would have run us unavoid- 
ably upon the Rocks; for we are oblig'd to ſteer a 
Zig-zag Courſe purſuant to the Thread of the Stream, 
which has fifty Windings. 'The Boats which are 
loaded, are ſometimes loſt in thoſe Places. But af- 


ter all, tho' the Riſque we run be very great, yet 
by way of Compenſation, one has the Satisfaction 


of running a great Way in a little Time; for we 
run from Galete to this Town in two Days time, 
notwithſtanding that we croſs'd the two ſtagnating 
Lakes I took notice of before. | 

As ſoon as we landed, we receiv'd Advice that 


the Chevalier de Callieres was come to ſupply the 
room of Mr. Perrot, the Governor of this Place. 


Mr. Perot, has had ſeveral Scuffles with Mr. de Fron- 
tenac, and Mr. de Ia Barre; of which you may ex- 
pect a farther Account, when I am better inform d. 
All the World blames our General for his bad Suc- 


ceſs: Tis talk d publickly, that his only Deſign was 


to cover the ſending of ſeveral Canows to traffick 
with the Savages in thoſe Lakes for Reaver-Skins, 


The People here, are very buſy in wafting over to 


Court a thouſand Calumnies againſt him ; both the 


Clergy and the Gentlemen of the long Robe, write 


to his Diſadyantage. Tho' after all, the whole 


Charge 


% 


Le is. © ke Gm Þ_www 


to North-America. 45 


Charge is falſe; for the poor Man could do no more 
than he did. Juſt now, I was inform'd that Mr. 
Hainaut, Mr. Montortier, and Mr. Durivau, three 
Captains of Ships, are arriv'd at Quebec, with a 
Deſign to paſs the Winter there, and to aſſiſt him 
as Counſellors ; and that the laſt of theſe three has 
brought with him an Independent Company, to be 
commanded by himſelf. 

I ſhall have no Opportunity of writing again be- 
fore the next Spring ; for the laſt Ships that are to 
return for France this Year, are now ready to Sail. 


I am, SIR, Durs, &c. 


LET WR HL 


Dated at Monreal, June 28. 1685. 


Repreſenting the Fortifications of Monreal, and 
the indiſcreet Zeal of the Prieſts, abo are 
Lords of that Town: With a Deſcription of 
Chambli, and of the Commerce of the Savages 
upon the great Lakes. 2 


SIR, q 
Have juſt receiv'd yours, by a ſmall Veſſel of 
Bourdeaux, loaded with Wine; which is the firſt 
that came to Quebec this Year, I am mightily pleas d 
to hear that the King has granted to Mr. de /a Salle 
four Ships, to go upon the Diſcovery of the Mouth 
of the Miſſiſipi; and cannot but admire your Curio- 
ſity, in defiring to know the Occurrences of this 
Place, and how I ſpent my Time in the Winter. 
Mr. de Callieres was no ſooner poſſeſs'd of his Go- 
vernment, than he order'd all the Inhabitants of this 
Town, and of the adjacent Country, to cut down. 
and bring in great Stakes, of fifteen Foot in length, 
to 
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to fortify the Town. During the Winter, theſe Or- 
ders were purſued with ſo much Application, that 
all things are now ready for making the Incloſure 
in which five or {ix hundred Men are to be imploy'd. 
I ſpent Part of the Winter in Hunting with the A- 
=_ in order to a more perfect Knowledge of 

eir Language; and the reſt I ſpent in this Place, 
with a great deal of Uneaſineſs: for, here we can- 
not enjoy our ſelves, either at Play, or in viſiting 
the Ladies, but *tis preſently carried to the Cu- 
rate's Ears, who takes publick notice of it in the 
Pulpit. His Zeal goes ſo far, as even to name 
the Perſons; and ſince he refuſes the Sacrament of 
the Holy Supper to Ladies of Quality, upon the moſt 
ſlender Pretences, you may eaſily gueſs at the other 
Steps of his Indiſcretion. You cannot imagine to 
what a Pitch theſe Eccleſiaſtical Lords have ſcrew'd 


their Authority: They excommunicate all the 


Masks, and where-ever they ſpy em, they run after 
*em to uncover their Faces, and abuſe *em in a re- 


proachful Manner: In fine, they have a more watch- 


ful Eye over the Conduct of the Girls and married 
Women, than their Fathers and Husbands have. 
They cry out againſt thoſe that do nor receive the 
Sacrament once a Month; and at Eaſter they oblige 
all forts of Perſons to give in Bills to their Confeſſors. 
They prohibit and burn all the Books that treat of 
any other Subject but Devotion. When I think of 
this Tyranny, I cannot but be inrag'd at the imper- 
tinent Zeal of the Curate of this City. This inhu- 
man Fellow came one Day to my Lodging, and 
finding the Romance of the Adventures of Petronius 
upon my Table, he fell upon it with an unimagina- 
ble Fury, and tore out almoſt all the Leaves. This 
Book I valued more than my Life, becauſe *'twas not 
caſtrated ; and indeed I was ſo provok'd when I ſaw 
it all in Wreck, that if my Landlord had not held 
me, I had gone immediately to that turbulent Pa- 
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ſtor's Houſe, and would have pluck d out the Hairs 
of his Beard with as little Mercy as he did the Leaves 
of my Book. Theſe Animals cannot content them- 
ſelves with the ſtudying of Mens Actions, but they 
muſt likewiſe dive into their Thoughts. By this 
Sketch, Sir, you may judge what a pleaſant Life 
we lead here. P | 

The 3oth of the laſt March the Ice melted ; and 
the River being then open, I was ſent with a ſmall 
Detachment to Chambli : for commonly the Sun re- 
ſumes its Vigour here much about that Time. Cham- 
bl; ſtands on the Brink of a Baſin, about five or fix 
Leagues off this Place: That Baſin is two Leagues in 
Circumference, and receives the Lake of Champlain 
by a Water-fall that is a League and a half in length; 
out of which there ariſes a River that diſembogues at 
Sorel into the River of St. Laurence, as I intimated 
above in my fourth Letter. In former times this 
Place had a great Trade in Beaver-skins, which is 
now decay'd: for the Soccokis, the Mabingans, and 
the Openangos, us d formerly to reſort thither in 
Shoals, to exchange their Furs for other Goods ; but 
at preſent they are retir'd to the Engliſh Colonies, to 
avoid the Purſuic of the Iroqueſe. The Champlain Lake, 
which lies above that Water: fall, is eighty Leagues in 
Circumference. At the End of this Lake we met with 
another, call'd S. Sacrament, by which one may go 
very eaſily to New-7ork, there being but a Land- car- 
riage of two Leagues from thence to the River Da 
Fer, which falls into the Manatbe. While I was at 
Chambli, I ſaw two Canows loaded with Beaver-skins 
paſs privately by that way ; and *twas thought they 
were ſent thither by Mr. de Ia Barre. This ſmugg» 
ling way of Trade is expreſly prohibited: For they 
are obligd to carry theſe Skins before the Office of 


the Company, where they are rated at an Hundred 


and od per Cent. icts than the Emliſb buy em at i 
their Colonics. But the little Fort that ſtands at 
N the 
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the Bottom of the Water-fall, upon the Brink of the 


Baſin of Chambli, being only ſingle Palliſadoes, it 
cannot hinder People to paſs that way; eſpecially 
conſidering that the Proſpe& of ſo great a Profit, 
renders the Paſſengers the more daring. The Inha- 
bitants of the adjacent Villages are very much ex- 
pos'd tothe Incurſions of the Irogueſe in time of War. 
Notwithſtanding the Weakneſs of the Fort, I conti- 
nued in that Place a Month and a half, and then I 
return'd hither, where Mr. de la Barre arriv'd ſome 
Days after; being accompany'd with Mr. Hennaut, 
Mr. Montortier, and Mr. du\Rivau. Much about 
the ſame Day there arriv'd 25 or 30 Canows, be- 
longing to the Conreurs de Bois, being homeward- 
bound from the great Lakes, and laden with Bea- 
yer-skins, 'The Cargo of each Canow amounted to 
40 Packs, each of which weighs 50 Pound, and will 
fetch 50 Crowns at the Farmers Office. Theſe Ca- 
nows were follow'd by 5o more of the Outaouas and 
Hurons, who come down every Year to the Colony, 
in order to make a better Market than they can do 
in their own Country of Miſilimakizac, which lies 
on the Banks of the Lake of Hurons, at the Mouth 
of the Lake of the N/lineſe. Their way of Trading 
is as follows. 

Upon their firſt Arrival, they incamp at the Diſ- 
tance of five or ſix hundred Paces from the Town. 
The next Day is ſpent in ranging their Canows, un- 
loading their Goods, and pitching their 'Tents, which 
are made of Birch Bark. The next Day after, they 
demand Audience of the Governor General ; which 


is granted em that ſame Day ina publick Place. Up- 


on this Occaſion, each Nation makes a Ring for it- 
ſelf ; the Savages ſit upon the Ground with their Pipes 


in their Mouths, and the Governor is- ſeated in an 
arm'd Chair; after which, there ſtarts up an Orator 


or Speaker from one of theſe Nations, who makes 


an Harangue, importing, That his Brethren are 


* come 


. 
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© come to viſit the Governor General, and to renew 
© with him their wonted Friendſhip; That their 
© chief View is; to promote the Intereſt of the French, 
© ſome of whom being unacquainted with the way 
© of Traffick, and being too weak for the tranſport- 
ing of Goods from the Lakes, would be unable to 
deal in Beaver- skins, if his Brethren did not come 
in Perſon to deal with 'em in their own Colo- 
nies: 'That they knew very well how, acceptable 
their Arrival is to the Inhabitants of Monreal, in 
regard of the Advantage they reap by it: That in 
regard the Beaver-skinsare much valued in France, 
and the French Goods given in Exchange are of an 
inconſiderable Value, they mean to give the French. 
ſufficient Proof of their Readineſs to furniſh em 


come to take in Exchange, Fuſees, Powder, and 
Ball, in order to hunt great numbers of Beavers, 
or to gall the Jroqueſe, in caſe they offer to diſ- 
turb the French Settlements: And, in fine, 'That 
in Confirmation of their Words, they throw a Pur- 
celian Colier with ſome Beaver-skins, to the Kitebi- 
Okima (to they call the Governor General) whoſe 
Protection they lay claim to in caſe of any Rob- 
bery or Abuſe committed upon 'em in the Town. 

The Spokeſman having made an end of his Speech, 
returns to his Place, and takes up his Pipe; and 


then the Interpreter explains the Subſtance of the 
Harangue to the Governor, who commonly gives a 


very civil Anſwer, eſpecially if the Preſent be va- 


luable: In confideration of which, he likewiſe make ; 
them a Preſent of ſome trifling things. This done, 


the Savage riſes up, and return to their Hutts to 
make ſuitable Preparations for the enſuing Truck. 
The next Day the Savages make their Slaves carry 


the Skins to the Houſes of the Merchants, who bar- 


gain with em for ſuch Cloaths as they want. All the 
E Inha- 


with what they deſire ſo earneſtly : That by way. - 
of Preparation for another Year's Cargo, they are 
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Inhabitants of Monreal are allow'd to traffick with 
em in any Commodity but Wine and Brandy; theſe 
two being excepted upon the Account that when the 
Savages have got what they wanted, and have any 
Skins left, they drink to Exceſs, and then kill their 
Slaves; for when they are in drink, they quarrel and 
fight ; and if they were not held by thoſe who are 
ſober, wou'd certainly make Havock one of another. 
However, you muſt obſerve, that none of em will 
touch either Gold or Silver. Tis a comical Sight, 
to ſee em running from Shop to Shop, ſtark naked, 


with their Bow and Arrow. The nicer ſort of Wo- 


men are wont to hold their Fans before their Eyes 
to prevent their being frighted with the View of 
their ugly Parts. But theſe merry Companions, 
who know the brisk She-Merchants as well as we, 
are not wanting in making an Offer, which is ſome- 
times accepted of, when the Preſent is of good 
Mettle. If we may credit the common Report, there 
are more than one or two of the Ladies of this Coun- 


try, whoſe Conſtancy and Vertue has held out a- 


gainſt the Attacks of ſeveral Officers, and at the ſame 
time vouchſaf'd a free Acceſs to theſe naſty Le- 
chers. *Tis prefum'd their Compliance was the 
Effect of Curioſity, rather than of any nice Reliſh ; 
for, in a Word, the Savages are neither brisk, nor 
conſtant. But whatever is in the Matter, the Wo- 
men are the more excuſable upon this Head, that 
ſuch Opportunities are very unfrequent. 

As ſoon as the Savages have made an end of their 
Truck, they take leave of the Governor, and ſo re- 
turn home by the River of Outaouas. To conclude, 
they did a great deal of Good both to the Poor and 
Rich ; for you will readily apprehend, that every 
body turns Merchant unon ſuch Occaſions. 


I am, SIR, Tours, &c. 
I. E T- 
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Dated at Boucherville, Octob. 2. 1685. 


Being an Account of the Commerce and Trade of 
Monreal: Of the Arrival of the Marquis of 
Denonville with ſome Troops ; and of the Re- 
calling of Mr. de la Barre. With a turious 
Deſcription of certain Licenſes for Trading in 


Beaver-skins in the remote Countries, 


SIR, | et Fact 
I Receiv'd your ſecond Letter three Weeks ago, but 
could not ſend a ſpeedier Anſwer, by reaſon that 
none of our Ships have yet ſet Sail for France. Since 
you want to know the Nature of the 'Trade of Moy- 

real, be pleas'd to take the following Account. 

Almoſt all the Merchants of that City a& only on 
the Behalf of the Quebec Merchants, whoſe Factors 
they are. The Barques which carry thither dry 
Commodities, as well as Wine and Brandy, are but 
few in Number; but then they make ſeveral Voy- 
ages in one Year from the one City to the other. 
The Inhabitants of the Iſland of Monreal, and the 
adjacent Cantons, repair twice a Year to the City of 
Monreal, where they buy Commodities fifty per Cent. 
dearer than at Quebec. The Savages of the neigh- 
bouring Countries, whether ſettled or erratick, cars 
thither the Skins of Beavers, Elks, Caribous, 
Foxes, and wild Cats; all which, they truck for Fu- 
ſees, Powder, Lead, and other Neceſſaries. There 
every one is allow'd to trade; and indeed tis the 
beſt Place for the getting of an Eſtate in a ſhort 
Time. All the Merchants have ſuch a perfect good 
Underſtanding one with another, that they all ſell 
E 2 at 
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at the ſame Price. But when the Inhabitants of 
the Country find their Prices exorbitant, they raiſe 
their Commodities in Proportion. The Gentlemen 
that have a Charg of Children, eſpecially Daugh- 
ters, are oblig'd) to be good Husbands, in order to 
bear the Expence of the magnificent Cloaths with 
which they are ſet off; for Pride, Vanity, and Lux- 
ury, reign as much in New France as in Old France. 
In my Opinion, twould do well, if the King would 
order Commodities to be rated at a reaſonable Price, 
and prohibit the ſelling of Gold or Silver Broca- 
does, Fringes, and Ribbands, as well as Points and 
rich Laces. 

The Marquis of Denonville is come to ſucceed Mr. 
de Ia Barre in the Quality of Governor-General ; for 
the King has recall'd Mr. de la Barre, upon the 
Accuſations laid againſt him by his Enemies, To be 
ſure, you who are in France know better than I, that 
M. de Denonville was Maitre de Camp to the Queen's 
Regiment of Dragoons, which Place he ſold to Mr. 
Aurcey when the King beſtow'd this Government 
upon him; and, that he brought with him ſome 
Companies of Marines, | beſides his Lady and his 
Children; for it ſeems the Danger and Inconveni- 
encies that attend ſuch a long and troubleſome 
Voyage, made no Impreſſion upon her. 'This Go- 
vernor ſtay'd at firſt ſome Weeks at Quebec, after 
which he came to Monreal, with 500 or 600 Men of 
Regular Troops, and ſent back the Captains Hai- 
naut, Montortier, and du Rivo, with ſeveral other 
Officers. His Army is now in Winter Quarters all 
round Monreal. My Quarters are at a Place call'd 
Boucherville, which lies at the diſtance of three 
Leagues from Monreal. I have been here fifteen 
Days, and in all appcarance ſhall live more happily 
than in the Town, abating for the Solitude; for at 
leaſt I ſhall have no other Oppoſition to encounter 
in the Caſe of Balls, Gaming, or Feaſting, but the 
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zealous Freaks of a filly Prieſt. I am inform'd, that 
the Governor has given Orders to compleat the For- 
tifications of Monreal, and is now ready to embarque 
for Quebec, where our Governors commonly paſs the 
Winter. The Savages I ſpoke of in my laſt, met the 
Iroqueſe upon the great River of the Outaouas, who 
inform'd em that tHe Engliſh were making Prepara- 
tions to tranſport to their Villages in Miſſilimatinac, 
better and cheaper Commodities than thoſe they had 
from the French. This Piece of News did equally 
alarm the Gentlemen, the Pedlars call'd Coureurs de 
Bois, and the Merchants; who, at that rate, would 
be conſiderable Loſers; for you muſt know, that 
Canùda ſubſiſts only upon the Trade of Skins or 
Furrs, three Fourths of which come from the People 
that live round the great Lakes: So that if the Exg- 
Iiſb ſhould put ſuch a Deſign in Execution, the 
whole Country would ſuffer by it; eſpecially con- 
ſidering, that 'twould fink certain Licenſes ; an Ac- 
count of which will be proper in this Place. 

Theſe Licenſes are granted in Writing by the Go- 
vernors General, to poor Gentlemen and old Offi- 
cers who have a Charge of Children. They are diſ- 
pos'd of by the King's Orders; and the Pefivn of 
em is, to enable ſuch Perſons to ſend Commodities 
to theſe Lakes. The Number of the Perſons thus 
impower'd, ought not to exceed twenty-five in one 
Year; but God knows how many more have private 
Licenſes. All other Perſons, of what Quality or 
Condition ſoever, are prohibited to go or ſend to 
theſe Lakes, without ſuch Licenſes, under the Pain 
of Death. Each Licenſe extends to the lading of 
two great Canows; and whoever procures a whole 
or a half Licenſe for himſelf, may either make Uſe 
of it himſelf, or ſell it to the higheſt Bidder. Com- 
monly they are brought at fx hundred Crowns a 
Piece. 'Thoſe who purchaſe *em, are at no Trouble 
in finding Pedlars or Foreſt-Rangers to undertake 
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the long Voyages, which fetch the moſt conſiderable 
Gains, and commonly extend to a Year, and ſome- 
times more. The Merchants put into the two Ca- 
nows ſtipulated in the Licenſe, fix Men with a thou- 
ſand Crowns-warth of Goods, which are rated to 
the Pedlars at fifteen per Cent. more than what they 
are ſold for in ready Money in the Colony. When 
the Voyage is perform'd, this Sum of a thouſand 
Crowns commonly brings in ſeven hundred per Cent. 
clear Profit, and ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs ; 
for theſe Sparks call'd Coureurs de Bois bite the Sava- 
ges moſt dexterouſly, and the lading of two Canows, 
computed at a thouſand Crowns, is a Purchaſe for 
as many Beaver skins as will load four Canows: 
Now, four Canows will carry a hundred and fixty 
Packs of Skins, that is, forty a-piece ; and reckon- 
ing each Pack to be worth fifty Crowns, the Value 
of the whole amounts to eight thouſand Crowns, 
As to the Repartition of this extravagant Profit, tis 
made after the following Manner: In the firſt Place, 
the Merchant takes out of the whole Bulk ſix hun- 
dred Crowns for the Purchaſe of his Licenſe ; then 
a thouſand Crowns for the prime Coſt of the ex- 
ported Commodities. After this, there remains 
6400 Crowns of Surpluſage, out of which the Mer- 
chant takes forty per Cent. for Bottomree, which a- 
mounts to 2560 Crowns ; and the Remainder is di- 
vided equally among the fix Coureurs de Bois, wha 
get little more than 600 Crowns a-piece ; and indeed 
1 muſt ſay tis fairly earn'd; for their Fatigue is in- 
conceivable. In the mean time, you muſt remark, 
that over and aboye the foregoing Profit, the Mer- 

chant gets 25 per Cent. upon his Beaver-skins by car- 


- Tying them to the Office of the Farmers General, 


where the Price of four ſorts of Beaver-skins is fix'd- 
If the Merchant ſells theſe Skins to any private Man 
in the Country for ready Money, he is paid in the 
current Money of the Country, which is of leſs Va- 
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lae than the Bills of Exchange that the Director of 
that Office draws upon Ryochel or Paris; for there 
they are paid in French Livres, which are twenty 
Sols, whereas a Canada Livre is but fifteen Sols. 
This Advantage of 25 per Cent. is call'd le Benefice; 
but take notice, that tis only to be had upon Bea- 
ver-skins; for if you pay to a Quebec Merchant 
400 Canada Livres in Silver, and take from him a 
Bill of Exchange upon his Correſpondent in France, 
his Correſpondent will pay no more than 300 French 
Livres, which is a juſt Equivalent. 

'This is the laſt Intelligence I ſhall give you for 
this Year, which has already brought in a very cold 
Autums. The Quebec Ships muſt ſet Sail in the 
middle of November, purſuant to the wonted Cuſ- 
tom. 1 am, F 

SIR, 


Yours, &c. 


LIE ˖ I 
Dated at Boucherville Fuly 8. 1686. 


Relating the Arrival of Mr. de Champigni, in 
the room of Mr. de Meules, wh» ts recall'd to 
France; the Arrival of the Troops that came 
along with him, the Curioſity of the Rackets, 
and the way of hunting Elis; with a Deſerip- 
tion of that Animal. 


SIR, 
Hough I have not heard from you this Year, 
yet I will not ſlight this Opportunity of writ- 
ing to you. Some Ships from France are arriv'd at 
Quebec, and have brought over Mr. de Champigni 
a Noroua, 


* us. * 
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Noroua, with ſome Companiesof Marines. He comes 
to ſupply the Place of Mr. de Meules, whom the 
King recalls upon the unjuſt Complaints that are 
made of him, He is charg'd with preferring his 
private Intereſt to the publick Gcod ; but the Charge 
is falſe, and he will eaſily clear himſelf, I am apt 
to believe he may have carry'd on ſome underhand 
Commerce, but in ſo doing he injur'd no Body ; 
nay, on the contrary he has procur'd Bread for a 
thouſand poor Creatures, that without his Aſſiſtance 
would have ſtarv'd for Hunger. 'This new Inten- 
dant is deſcended of one of the moſt Illuſtrious Fa- 
milies of the Robe in France. He is ſaid to be a 
Man of Honour, and Fame entitles his Lady to a 
diſtinguiſhing Merit : 1 underſtand, he and Mr. 
Denonville are bound ſpecdily for Moureal, where 
they mean to take a Review of the Inhabitants of 
this Iſland, and of the neighbouring Cantons. Pro- 
bably, they take ſuch Precautions, in order to ſome 
new Effort againſt the Iroqueſe. Laſt Winter we had 
no new Occurrences in the Colony. I ſpent the 
whole Winter at the hunting of Orignals or Elks 
along with the Savages, whole Language I am learn- 
ing, as I have intimated to you ſeveral times. 

The hunting of Elks is perform'd upon the Snow, 
with ſuch Rackets as you ſee deſign'd in the annex'd 
Cut. Theſe Rackets are two Foot and a half long, 
and fourteen Inches broad; their Ledges are made 
of a very hard Wood, about an Inch thick, that 
faſtens the Net juſt like a Tennis Racket, from 
which they differ only in this; that thoſe for the 
Tennis are made of Gut- ſtrings, whereas the others 
are made of little Thongs of the Skins of Harts or 
Elks. In the Cut, you may perceive two little Spars 
of Wood, which run a-croſs to render the Net 
firmer and ſtiffer. The Hole that appears by the 
two Latchets, is the Place in which they put the 
Toes and fore part of the Foot; ſo that tis tied faſt 
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by the two Latchets, which run twice round, about 
the Heel, and every Step they make upon the Snow, 
the Fore-part of the Foot ſinks into that Hole, as 
often as they raiſe their Heel, By the Help of this 
Contrivance they walk faſter. upon the Snow, than 
one can do with Shoes upon a beaten Path: And 
indeed tis ſo neceſſary for them, that 'twould be 
otherwiſe impoſſible not only to hunt and range 
the Woods, but even to go to Church, notwith- 


ſtanding they are ſo near; for commonly the Snow 


is three or four Foot deep in that Country during 
the Winter. Being oblig'd to march thirty or forty 
Leagues in the Woods, in Purſuit of the abovemen- 
tioned Animals, I found that the Fatigue of the 
Journey equal'd the Pleaſure of it. 

The Or:gnal is a ſort of Elk, not much different 
from that we find in Muſcovy. Tis as big as an 
Auvergne Moyle, and much of the ſame Shape, 
abating for its Muzzle, its Tail, and its great flar 
Horns, which weigh ſometimes 300, and ſometimes 
400 Weight, if we may credit thoſe who pretend to 
have weigh'd em. This Animal uſually reſorts to 
planted Countries, Its Hair is long and brown; 
and the Skin is ſtrong and hard, but not thick. The 
Fleſh of the Orignal, eſpecially that of the Female 
ſort, eats deliciouſly ; and tis ſaid, that the far hind 
Foot of the Female kind, is a Cure for the Falling- 
Sickneſs; it neither runs nor skips, but its trot will 
almoſt keep up with the running of a Hart. The 
Savages aſſure us, that in Summer twill trot three 
Days and three Nights without Intermiſſion. This 
ſort of Animals commonly gather into a Body to- 
wards the latter end of Autumn; and the Herds are 
largeſt in the Beginning of the Spring, at which 
time the ſhe ones are in Rutting ; but after their Heat 
is over, they all diſperſe themſelves. We hunted 
em in the following Manner: Firſt of all, we went 
40 Leagues to the Northward of the River of St. 
. Laurence, 
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Laurence, where we found alittle Lake of three or four 
Leagues in Circumference, and upon the Banks of 
that Lake, we made Hutts for our ſelves of the Barks 
of Trees, having firſt clear'd the Ground of the Snow 
that cover'd it. In our Journey thither, we kill'd as 
many Hares and Wood-hens, as we could eat. 
When we had fitted up our Hutts, the Savages went 
out upon the Diſcovery of the Elks, ſome to the 
Northward, and ſome to the South, to the diſtance 
of two or three Leagues from the Hutts. As ſoon 
as they diſcover'd any freſh Foot-ſteps, they de- 
tach'd one of their Number to give us notice, to 
the End, that the whole Company might have the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing the Chace. We trac'd theſe Foot- 
ſteps ſometimes for one, and ſometimes for two 
Leagues, and then fell in with five, ten, fifteen or 
twenty Elks in a Body; which prefently betook 
themſelves to flight, whether a-part or in a Body, 
and ſunk into the Snow up to their Breaſt, Where 
the Snow was hard and condenſated, or where the 
Froſt following wet Weather had glaz'd it above, we 
came up with 'em after the Chace of a Quarter of 
a League : But when the Snow was ſoft or juſt fal- 
len, we were forc'd to purſue em three or four 
Leagues before we could catch 'em, unleſs the Dogs 
happen'd to ſtop em where the Snow was very deep. 
When we came up with them, the Savages fired 
upon 'em with Fuſees. If the Elks be much inrag'd, 
they'll ſometimes turn upon the Savages, who co- 
ver themſelves with Boughs in order to keep off their 
Feer, with which they would cruſh *em to Pieces. 
As ſoon as they are kill'd, the Savages make new 
Hurrs upon the Spot, with great Fires in the middle ; 
while the Slaves are imploy'd in Flaying 'em, and 


ſtretching out the Skins in the open Air. One of 


the Soldiers that accompany'd me, told me one 
Day, that to withſtand the Violence of the Cold, 
one ought to have his Blood compos'd of Brandy, 
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his Body of Braſs, and his Eyes of Glaſs: And I 
muſt ſay, he had ſome ground for what he ſpoke, 
for we were forc'd to keep a Fire all round us, all 
the Night long. As long as the Fleſh of theſe Ani- 
mals laſts, the Savages ſeldom think of ſtirring ; 
but when *tis all conſumed, they then looked out 
for a new Diſcovery. 'Thus they continue to hunt, 
till the Snow and the Ice are melted. As ſoon as 
the great Thaw commences; 'tis impoſſible for *em 
to travel far ; ſo that they content themſelves with 
the killing of Hares and Partridges, which are very 
numerous in the Woods. When the Rivers are 
clear of the Ice, they make Canows of the Elk- 
skins, which they ſow together very eaſily, covering 
the Seams with a fat ſort of Earth inſtead of Pitch. 
This Work is over in four or five Days time, after 
which they return home in the Canows with all 
their Baggage. 

'This, Sir, was our Diverſion for three Months in 
the Woods. We took fifty-ſix Elks, and might 
have killed twice as many, if we had hunted for the 
Benefit of the Skins. In the Summer Seaſon, the 
Savages have two ways of killing *em, both of which 
are equally troubleſome. One conſiſts in hanging a 
Rope-gin between two Trees, upon a Paſs fur- 
rounded with Thorns; the other is compaſs'd by 
crawling like Snakes among the Trees and Thickets, 
and approaching to 'em upon the Leeward fide, fo 
that they may be ſhot with a Fuſee. Harts and 
Caribou's are killed both in Summer and Winter, 
after the ſame Manner with the Elks; excepting that 
the Caribou's, which are a kind of wild Aﬀes, make 
an eaſy Eſcape when the Snow is hard, by vertue 
of their broad Feet; whereas the Elk ſinks as faſt 
as he riſes. In fine, I am fo well pleas'd with the 
hunting of this Country, that I have reſolv'd to 
imploy all my Leifure-time upon that Exerciſe. The 
Savages have promiſed, that in three Months time 
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I mall ſee other ſorts ef Chaces, which will prove 
leſs fatigueing, and more agreeable. I am, 


SIR, 
Tours, Oc. 


COT TEN OIL 


Dated at Boucherville, May 28. 1687. 
Being a curious Deſcription of the Hunting of 


divers Animals, 


SIR, 
OU complain that the laſt Year you received 
but one of my Letters, dated July 8. and 

with the ſame Breath aſſure me, that you writ twe 


to me, neither of which is come to Hand. I re- 


ceived a Letter from you this Day, which is ſo much 
the more acceptable, that I thought you had been 
dead, and that I find you continue to give Proof of 
your Remembrance of me. I find by your Letter, 
that you have an agreeable Reliſh for the curious 
Elk-hunting in this Country, and that a further Ac- 


count of our other hunting Adventures, would 


meet with a welcome Reception. This Curioſity, 


indeed, is worthy of ſo great a Huntſman as your” 


ſelf; but at preſent I muſt beg your Excuſe as to the 
Beaver-hunting, for I know nothing of it yet but 
by Hearſay. | 


In the Beginning of September, I ſet out in a Ca- 3 


now upon ſeveral Rivers, Marſhes, and Pools, that 
diſembogue in the Champlain Lake, being accom- 
pany'd with thirty or forty of the Savages that are 
very expert in Shooting and Hunting, and N 
We 
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well acquainted with the proper Places for finding 
Weber red Deer, and other tallow Beaſts. The 
firſt Poſt we took up was upon the fide of a Marſh or 
Fen of four or five Leagues in Circumference ; and 
after we had fitted up our Hutts, the Savages made 
Hutts upon the Water in ſeveral Places. Theſe Wa- 
ter-Hutts are made of the Branches and Leaves of 
Trees, and contain three or four Men: for a De- 
coy, they have the Skins of Geeſe, Buſtards, and 
Ducks, dry'd and ſtuff'd with Hay, the two Feet 
being made faſt with two Nails to a ſmall piece ofa 
light Plank, which floats round the Hutt. This 
Place being frequented by wonderful Numbers of 
Geeſe, Ducks, Buſtards, Teals, and an Infiniry.of 
other Fowl unknown to the Europeans; when theſe 
Fowls ſee the ſtuff d Skins ſwimming with the Heads 
erected, as if they were alive, they fepair to the 
ſame Place, and ſo give the Savagesan Opportunity 
of ſhooting 'em, eitheir Flying or upon the Water 
after which the Savages get into their Canows and 
gather em up. They have likewiſe a Way of catch 
ing em with Nets, ſtretch'd upon the Surface of 
the Water at the Entries of the Rivers. In a Word, 
we eat nothing but Water-fowl for fifteen Days; 
after which we refolv'd to declare War againſt the 
Turtle-Doves, which are ſo numerous in Cauada, 
that the Biſhop has been forc'd to excommunicate 
em oftner than once, upon the Account of the 
Damage they do to the Product of the Earth. 
With that View, we imbarqu'd and made towards 
a Meadow, in the Neighbourhood of which, the 
Trees were cover'd with that ſort of Fowl, more 
than with Leaves: For juſt then *twas the Seaſon 
in which they retire from the North Countries, and 
repair to the Southern Climates; and one would 
have thought, that all the 'Turtle-Doves upon Earth 
had choſe to paſs throꝰ this Place. For the eighteen 
or twenty Days that we ſtay'd there, I firmly be- 

lieve 
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lieve that a thouſand Men might have fed upon em 
heartily, without putting themſelves to any Trouble. 
You muſt know, that through the middle of this 
Meadow there runs a Brook, upon which I and 
two young Savages ſhot ſeveral Snipes, Rayles, and 
a certain fort of Fowl call'd Bateus de faux, which 
is as big as a Quail, and eats very deliciouſly. 
In the ſame Place we kill'd ſome Musk-Rats, or 
a ſort of Animals which reſemble a Rat in their 
Shape, and are as big as a Rabbet. The Skins of 
theſe Rats are very much valued, as differing but 
little from thoſe of Beavers. Their Teſticles ſmell 
ſo ſtrong of Musk, that no Civet or Antilope that 
Afia — can boaſt of ſuch a ſtrong and ſweet 
Smell. We ſpy'd em in the Mornings and Even- 
ings, at which time they uſually appear upon the 
Water with their Noſe to the Windward, and be- 
tray themſelves to the Huntſmen, by the curling of 
the Water. The Foxteraux, which are an Amphi- 
bious ſort of little Pole-Cats, are catch'd after the 
ſame Manner. I was likewiſe entertain'd upon this 
"occaſion, with the killing of certain little Beaſts, 
call'd Sifleurs, or Whiſtlers, with Alluſion to their 
wonted way of whiſtling or whizzing at the Mouth 
of their Holes in fair Weather. They are as big 
as Hares, but ſomwhat ſhorter, their Fleſh is good 
for nothing, but their Skins are recommended by 
their Rarity. The Savages gave me an Opportuni- 
ty of hearing one of theſe Creatures whiſtle for an 
— together, after which they ſhot it. To gra- 
tify the Curioſity I had to ſee ſuch Diverſity of Ani- 
mals, they made a diligent Search for the Holes or 
Dens of the Carcaioux, and having found ſome at 
the diſtance of two or three Leagues from the Fen 
upon which we were poſted, they conducted me to 
the Place. At the Break of Day we planted our 
ſelves round the Holes, with our Bellies upon the 
Ground; and left ſome Slaves to hold _ Dogs a 
usket- 


DP ggg. „ JD g. e neren 2 


4 < baogy 


91 & ow oo 4 5 5} 


8 n —_ 1 Lo + 
5 th N _- 5 7 "i * 2 4 8 e 
8 Td - «ty. KR 2 7 - EU * V 88 Ky _ 2 ad a>; 8 8 2 x TP, : ” 
ho » = Y 1 1 = . 2 — — a. '» 
8 . 


to North-Ametica.. 63 
Musket-ſhot behind us. As ſoon as _ Animals 
rceiv'd Day- light, they came out of their Holes, 
which were immediately ſtop'd up by the Savages, 
and upon that the Dogs fetch'd em up with Eaſe. 
We ſaw but two of 'em, which made a vigorous De= 
fence againſt the Dogs, but were ſtrangled after a 
Diſpute of half an Hour. Theſe Animals are not 
unlike a Badger, only they are bigger, and more 
miſchievous. I ho our Dogs ſhew'd a great deal of 
Courage in attacking the Carcaiousx, they betray d 
their Cowardice the next Day in a Rencounter with 
a Porcupine, which we 1py'd upon a little Tree. 
To obtain the Pleaſure of feeing the Porcupine fall, 
we cut down the Tree; but neither the Dogs nor 
we durſt go near it: The Dogs only bark'd and 
jump'd round it; for it darted its long and hard 
Hair, like ſo many Bodkins, three or four Paces 
off. At laſt we pelted it to Death, and put it upon 
the Fire to burn off its Darts; after which we ſcald- 
cd it like a Pig, took out the Intrails, and roaſted 
it: But tho' 'twas very fat, I could not reliſh it ſo 
well as to comply with the Aſſertion of the Natives, 
who alledge, that it eats as well as a Capon or: 
a Partridge. ert 
After the Turtle-Doves had all paſs'd over the 
Place, in Queſt of their Southern Retreats, the Sa- 
vages offer d to ſend ſome of their Number with 
Canows to conduct me home, before the Rivers 
and Lakes were frozen over; for themſelves were: 
to tarry out for the Elk-hunting ; and they imagin'd, 
that the Cold and Hardſhip attending that Exerciſe, 
had made me ſick of it the Year before. Howe- 
ver, we had then a Month good before the Com- 
mencement of the Froſt, and in that Interval of 
time, they proffer'd to entertain me with more di- 
verting Game than any I had ſeen before. They 
propos'd to go fifteen or ſixteen Leagues further up 
the Country, aſſuring me, that they knew of a cer- 
| tain 
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tain Place that had the moſt advantageous Situa- 
tion in the World, both for Pleaſure and Profit, and 


that afforded great Plenty of Otters, of the Skins of 


which, they mean'd to make a great Cargoe. Accor- 
dingly we pull'd down our Hutts, and having im- 


barqu'd in our Canows, ſail'd up the River, till we 


came to a little Lake of two Leagues in Circumſe- 
rence, at the End of which we ſaw another greater 
Lake, divided from this by an Iſthmus of 150 Paces 
in length. We pitch'd our Hutts at the Diſtance of 
a League from that Iſthmus ; and ſome of the Sa- 
vages fiſh*d for Trouts, while the reſt were imploy'd 
in laying Traps for the Otters upon the Brinks of 
the Lake. Theſe Traps are made of five Stakes 
plac'd in the Form of an oblong Quadrangle, ſo as 
to make a little Chamber, the Door of which is kept 
up, and ſupported by a Stake. To the middle of 
this Stake they tye a String which paſſes thro' a little 
Fork, and has a Trout well faſten'd to the End of 
it. Now, when the Otter comes on Shoar, and 
ſees this Bait, be puts above half his Body into that 
fatal Cage, in order to ſwallow the Fiſh; but he 
no ſooner touches, than the String to which *ris 
made faſt, pulls away the Stake that ſupports the 
Door, upon which an heavy and loaded Door falls 
upon his Reins and quaſhes him. During our Pil- 
grimage in that part of the Country, the Savages 
took above two hundred and fifty Canada Otters, 
the Skins of which are infinitely prettier than thoſe 
of Muſcovy or Sweden. The beſt of em which are 
not worth two Crowns in this Place, are fold in 
France for four or five, and ſometimes for ten, if | 
they are black and very rough. As ſoon as the Sa- 
vages had ſet their Traps, they gave Orders to their 
Slaves to go round the Lake every Morning, in or- 
der to take out the amphibious Animals. After that 
they conducted me to the above-mention'd Iſth- 
mus, where I was ſurpriz'd to ſee a fort of a Park 
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of Fence made of Trees, fell'd one upon another, 
and interlac'd with 'Thorns and Branches; with a 
Quadrangular Incloſure of Stakes at the End of it, 
the Entry of which was very narrow. 'They gave 
me to know, that they uſed to hunt Harts in that 
Place, and promis dt divert me with the Shew, ag 
{oon as the Incloſues were a little mended. In effect, 
they carry'd me two or three Leagues off, upon ſuch 
Roads as had nothing on either fide but Fens and 
Marſhes; and after they had diſpers'd themſelves, 
ſome on one Hand and ſome on the ocher, with a 
Dog for every Man, I {aw a great many Harts runs 
ning to and again, in queſt of Places of Safety. The 
Savage that I kept Company with, afſur'd me, that 
he and 1 had no Occaſion to walk very faſt, becauſe 
he had took the ſtraighteſt and the neareſt Road. 
Before us we ſaw above ten Harts, which were 
forc'd to run back, rather than throw themſelves 
into the Marſh, of which they could never get clear. 
At laſt after walking a great Pace, and runnin 

now and then, we arriv'd at the Park, and Hund 
the Savages lying flat upon the Ground all round 
it, in order to ſhut up the Entry of the Stake 
Incloſure as ſoon as the Harts enter'd. We found 
thirty-five Harts in the Place, and if the Park had 
been better fenc'd, we might have had above 
ſixty ; for the nimbleſt and lighteſt of em, skip'd 
over before they came to enter the Incloſure. We 
kilbd a great many of em, but ſpar'd the Dams, 
becauſe. they were great with Young. I ask'd of 
the Savages the Tongues and the Marrow of the 
Harts, which they gave me very readily. The Fleſh 
was very fat, but not delicious, excepting ſome few 
Bits about the Ribs. But after all, this was not our 
only Game; for two Days after we went a Bear- 
hunting, and the Sayages who ſpend three Parts of 
four of their Life in hunting in the Woods, are 
very dexterous at that 2 eſpecially in ſing» 
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ling out the 'Trunks of the Trees upon which the 
Bears neſtle. I could not but admire their Know- 
ledge in that Point, when, as we were walking up 
and down in a Foreſt, at the Diſtance of an hundred 
Paces one from another, I heard one Savage call 
to another, Here's a Bear. I ask'd em how he knew 
there was a Bear upon the Tree which he knock'd 
with his Axe; and they all reply'd, that 'twas as 
eaſily diſtinguiſh'd as the Print of an Elk's Foot in 
the Snow. For five or fix Times they never miſs'd ; 
for after they had knock'd two or three Times upon 
the Trunk of the Tree, the Bear came out of its 
Hole, and was preſently ſhot. The Canada Bears 
are extream black, but not miſchievous, for they 
never attack one, unleſs they be wounded or fird 
upon. 'They are ſo fat, eſpecially in the Autumn, 
that they can ſcarce walk: Thoſe which we kill'd 
were extream fat, but their Fat is good for nothing 
but to be burnt, whereas their Fleſh, and, above 
all, their Feet, are very nice Victuals. The Savages 
affirm, that no Fleſh is ſo delicious as that of Bears; 
and indeed, I think they are in the right of it. While 
we rang'd up and down in queſt of Bears, we had 
the Pleaſure of ſpying ſome Martins and wild Cats 
upon the Branches of the 'Trees, which the Savages 
ſhot in the Head to preſerve their Skin. But the 
moſt comical thing I ſaw, was the Stupidity of the 
Wood-hens, which fit upon the Trees in whole 
Flocks, and are kill'd one after another, without 
ever offering to ſtir. Commonly the Savages ſhoot 
at them with Arrows, for they ſay they are not 
worth a Shoot of Powder, which is able to kill an 
Elk or an Hart, I have ply'd this fort of Fowling 
In the Neighbourhood of our Cantons or Habita- 
tions in the Winter time, with the Help a Dog 
who found out the 'Trees by Scent, and then 
bark d; upon which I approach'd to the Tree, 


and found the Fowls upon the Branches. woe 
the 
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the Thaw came, I went two or three Leagues furs 
ther up the Lake, in Company with ſome Canadeſe, 
on purpoſe to ſee that Fowl flap with its Wings. 
Believe me, Sir, this Sight is one of the greateſt 
Curioſities in the World ; for their flapping makes 
a Noiſe much like that of a Drum all about, for the 
Space of a Minute or thereabouts; then the Noiſe 
ceaſes for half a quarter of an Hour, after which 
it begins again. By this Noiſe we were directed to 
the Place where the unfortunate Moorhens fat, and 
found em upon rotten moſſy Trees. By flapping 
one Wing againſt the other, they mean to call rheir 
Mates; and the humming Noiſe that enſues there- 
upon, may be heard half a quarter of a League off, 
This they do only in the Months of April, May, 
September and October; and, which is very remark- 
able, the Moor-hen never flaps in this manner, but 
upon one Tree. It begins at the break of Day, 
and gives over at nine o'Clock in the Morning, till 
about an Hour before Sunſet that it flutters again, 
and continues ſo to do till Night: I proteſt to you, 
that I have frequently contented my ſelf with ſee- 
ing and admiring the flapping of their Wings with- 
out offering to ſhoot at *em. 

Beſides the Pleaſure of ſo many different ſorts of 
Diverſion, I was likewiſe entertain'd in the Woods 
with the Company of the honeſt old Gentlemen that 
liv'd in former Ages. Honeſt Homer, the Amiable 
Anacreon, and my Dear Lucian, were my inſepa- 
rable Companions. Ariſtotle too defir'd paſſionately 
to go along with us, but my Canow was too little 
to hold his bulky Equipage of Peripatetick Syllo- 
giſms: So that he was een fain to trudge back to 
the Jeſuits, who vouchſaf d him a very honourable 
Reception. I had a great deal of Reaſon to rid my 
ſelf of that great Philoſopher's Company; for his 
ridiculous Jargon, and his ſenſeleſs Terms, would 
have frighted the Savages out of their Wits, Fare- 

F 2 e well, 
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well, Sir, I am now arriv'd at once at the End of 
my Game and my Letter. I have heard no News 
on Quebec, where they continue to make mighty 
Preparations for ſome conſiderable Enterprize. Time 
will diſcover a great many things, an Account of 
which I mean to tranſmit to you by the Ships that 
are to leave this Harbour in the End of Autumn. 1 
conclude with my uſual Compliment, 


Yours, &c. 


LETTER AE 


Dated at St. Helens, over- againſt Monreal, 
Tune 8. 1687, 


The Chevalier de Vaudreuil arrives in Canada 
with ſome Troops. Both the Regular Troops 
and the Militia, are poſted at St. Helens, in 
a readineſs to march againſt the Iroqueſe. 
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SIR, 
Have ſuch a Budget-full of News, that I know 
not where to begin. I receiv'd Letters but now 1 


from Mr. Sene lay's Office; by which I have Advice, 
that Orders are ſent to Mr. Denonwville to allow me 
to go for France, upon my private Concerns. No 
longer ſince than Yeſterday, he told me I ſhould 
have Leave to go after the Campaign is over. My 
Relations write, that the procuring of this Leave 
coſt *em a great deal of Pains; and that the ſooner 
I come to Paris, twill be the better for me. 

The Governor arriv'd at Monreal three or four 
Days ago, with all the Militia of the Country, who 
lie now incamp'd along with our Troops in that 
Iſland, Mr. D' Amblemont has been at Quebec this 
Month, with five or fix ſecond Rate Ships, 2 
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ſail'd from Rocbel thither in 28 Days. He brought 
over with him ten or twelve Companies of Marines, 
who are to guard the Cotbny while we invade the 
Troqueſe Country. Tis faid, that laſt Year Mr. De- 
10nville ſent ſeveral Canadeſe, that were known and 
eſteem'd by the Savages, our Allies, who live upon 
the Banks of the Lakes and the adjacent Countries 
with Orders to engage em to favour our Deſign o 
extirpating the [roqueſe. In the Winter he made 
Magazines of Ammunition and Proviſions, and now 
he has ſent ſeveral Canows, laden with Proviſions, 
to Fort Frontenac, and given Orders for the Build- 
ing of an infinite number of ſuch Boats as Ideſcrib'd 
in my fourth Letter, for the tranſporting of our 
twenty Companies of Marines, 'The Militia who 
are incamp'd in this Ifland along with our Troops, 
make fifteen hundred Men, and are join'd by five 
hundred of the converted Savages that live in the 
Neighbourhgod of _— and the Iſland of An- 
real. The Chevalier audreuil, who is come from 
France to command our Troops, is reſolv'd to ap- 
pear in the Field, notwithſtanding the rar of his 
Paſſage to Canada; and the Governor of Monreal 
is of the ſame Mind. Mr. de Champigni, the In- 
tendant of this Country, went from hence to Fort 
Frontenac two Days ago. The Day after To-mor- 
row, Mr. de Denonville means to march at the Head 
of his little Army, being accompany'd with an an- 
tient Iroqueſe, that is very much reſpected by the 
five Cantons. The Hiſtory and various Adventures 
of this old Gentleman, are too tedious to bear a 
Relation in this Place. Every body is apprehen- 
ſive that this Expedition will prove as ſucceſsleſs as 
that of Mr. de Ja Barre: And if their Apprehen- 
fions are not diſappeinted, the King lays out his 
Money to no Purpoſe, For my own Part, when I 
reflect 1 the Attempt we made three Years ago, 
I can't think it impoſſible for us to ſucceed. 
F 3 Time 
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Time will diſcover the Conſequences of this Expe- 
dition; and perhaps we may come to repent, tho 
too late, of our complying with the Advice of ſome 
Diſturbers of the publick Peace, who project to en- 
large their private Fortunes in a general Commo- 
tion. I lay this down for an unconteſted Truth, 
that we are not able to deſtroy the Ircqueſe by our 
ſelves : Beſides, what occaſion have we to trouble 
'em, ſince they give us no Provocation? However, 
let the Event be what it will, I ſhall not fail upon 

Return to tranſmit you a Journal of our Ac- 
tions, unleſs it be, that I embarque for Rochel, and 
deliver it myſelf: In the mean time, believe me 
to be, | 

SIR, 


Tours, &c. 


R I 
Dated at Niagara, Aug. 2. 1687. 


Repreſenting the unfavourable Iſſue of the Cam- 
paign made in the Iroqueſe Country; the Dif- 
covery of an Ambuſcade; and the iſſuing of 
Orders for the Author to march with a De- 
© Fachment to the great Lakes. 


1 


SIR, 


1 T has been a Maxim in all Ages, that the Events 
of things are not always anſwerable to Mens Ex- 
pectations: When Men form to themſelves a promi- 
fing Proſpe& of compaſſing their Ends, they fre- 
2 meet with the Mortification of ſeeing them- 
elves diſappointed. This I ſpeak by way of Ap- 
lication to myſelf; for inſtead of going for France, 
purſyant to the Contents. of the Letter I writ to you 
| - da 
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two Months ago, I am now oblig'd to ſtraggle to 
one End of the World, as you'll find by the follow- 
ing Journal of our Expedition. 
We broke up from St. Helens much about the time 
I ſpoke of in my laſt. Mr. de Champigni went before 
us with a ſtrong Guard, and arriv'd in a Canow at 
Fort Frontenac, eight or ten Days before we came up. 
As ſoon as he arriv'd, he ſent two or three hundred 
Canadeſe to ſurprize the Villages of Kente and Gane- 
ouſſe, which lie at the diſtance of ſeven or eight 
Leagues from-the Fort, and are inhabited by a fort 
of Iroqueſe, that deſery'd no other Uſage than what 
they met with. Our Canadeſe had no great difficulty 
in maſtering them; for they ſurpris'd em when they 
leaſt thought of any Alarm, and brought em Priſo- 
ners to Fort Frontenac, where they were tied to Poſts 
with Cords round their Necks, Hands, and Feet. 
We arriv'd at the Fort on the firſt of July, after the 
encountering of ſeveral Difficulties among the Wa- 
ter- falls, Cataracts, and Currents, that I formerly. 
deſcrib'd to you in my Account of Mr. de a Barre s 
Expedition. We were more perplex'd in this Voyage 
than the former ; for our Boats were ſo heavy, that 
we could not tranſport *em over Land as we did the 
Canows, but were oblig'd to drag em up through 
the impracticable Paſſes with the Force of Men and 
Ropes. Immediately upon our debarquing, I went 
ſtraight to the Fort, where I ſaw the miſerable Pri- 
ſoners in the abovemention'd Poſture. The Sight of 
this Piece of Tyranny fill'd me at once with Com- 
paſſion and Horror; but in the mean time the poor 
Wretches ſung Night and Day, that being the cuſto» 
mary Practice of the People of Canada when they 
fall into the Hands of their Enemies. They com- 
plain'd, That they were betray'd without any 
Ground ; that in Compenſation for the Care they 
© had took ever ſince the Peace to furniſh the Gari- 
* ſon with Fiſh and Veniſon, they were bound and 
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tied to Poſts, and whip'd in ſuch a manner, that 
they could neither ſleep, nor guard off the Flies; 


that the only Requital they met with for procuring 
to the French a Commerce in the Skins of Beavers 
and other Animals, was, to be doom'd to Slavery, 


a W _A 


their Country, murder'd before their Eyes. Are 
theſe the French, ſaid they, that the Feſuits cry'd 
up ſo much for Men of Probity and Honour? Even 
the cruclleſt ſort of Death that Imagination itſelf 
can reach, would be nothing to us in Compariſon 
with the odious and horrible Spectacle of the Blood 
of our Anceſtors, that is ſhed ſo inhumanly before 
our Eyes. Aſſuredly, the five Villages will revenge 
our Quarrel, and entertain an everlaſting and juſt 
Reſentment of the tyrannical Uſage we now meet 
with.“ I made up to one of theſe Wretches that 
was about five and twenty years old, and had fre- 
guently regal'd me in his Hutt, not far from the 
Fort, during my ſix Weeks Service in that Place, in 
the Year of Mr. de Ia Barre's Expedition. This poor 
Man being Maſter of the Algonkin Language, I gave 
him to know, that I was heartily griev'd to ſee him 
in that diſmal Poſture; that I would take care to 
have Victua's and Drink convey'd to him twice a 
Day, and would give him Letters for my Friends at 
Moureal, in order to his being us'd more favourably 
than his Companions. Ne reply d, that he ſaw and 
was very well acquainted with the Horror that moſt 
of the French were affected with, upon the View of 
the Cruelty they underwent; and, that he ſcorn'd 
to be fed, or us d more civilly than his Fellow Pri- 
ſoners. He gave me an Account of the Manner in 
which they were ſurpriz'd, and how their Anceſtors 
were maſſacred; and truly, I do not believe that any 
one can be touch'd with more cutting and bitter Re- 
flections than this poor Man was, when he recounted 
the many Services he had done the French, N 
the 
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the whole Courſe of his Life: At laſt, after many 
Sighs and Groans, he bow d down his Head, and 
wrap'd himſelf up in Silence. Quæque poteſt narrat, 
reftabant ultima flevit. But this was not the only 
Thing that affected me, when I beheld the Miſery 
of theſe innocent Creatures: I ſaw ſome young Sa- 
vages of our ſide burn their Fingers with Fire in their 
lighted Pipes; which provok d me to threſh em 
ſoundly ; but I was ſeverely reprimanded for my 
Pains, and confin'd to my Tent for five or ſix Days, 
where I only repented that I had not dealt my Blows 
in a double Meaſure. 'Theſe Savages reſented the 
Matter ſo highly, that they ran preſently to their 
Hutts, and flew to their Fuſees, in order to kill me. 
Nay, all that could be done was ſcarce ſufficient to 
appeaſe em; for the Diſpute came to that height, 
that they would have left us, if it had not been 
that our Men aſſur d 'em I was 

* drunk, that all the French were * Among the Sava- 
prohibited to give me either Wine 9 2 
or Brandy, and that I ſhould cer- for the Bottle at- 
tainly be impriſon'd as ſoon as the „, for all Crimes. 
Campaign were over. However, the 

poor Wretches, the Priſoners, were carried to Oue- 
bec ; from whence they are to be ſent to the French 
Gallies. Much about that time, the Sieur de la 
Foreſt, one of Mr. de la Salle's Officers, arriv'd at 
the Fort in a great Canow, being conducted thither 
by eight or ten Coureurs de Bois. He gave Mr, de 
Denonville to underſtand, that a Party of the 1/lineſe 
and the Oumamis waited for the Hurons and the 
Outaouas at the Lake of St. Claire, in order to join 
*em, and to march with joint Forces to the River 
of the T/onontouans, that being the Place of their 
general Rendezvous. He added, that in the Lake 
of the Hurons near Miffilimakinac, Mr. de la Durante 
tais, aſſiſted by the Savages, our Allies, had taken 


an Engliſo Company, conducted by ſome Lare 
| who 
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who had fifty thouſand Crowns worth of Goods in 
their Canows, to be diſpos'd of in Exchange with 
the Nations that dwell upon theſe Lakes; as alſo, 
that Mr. Dulbut had taken another Engliſ; Convoy, 
being aſſiſted by the Coureurs de Bois, and the Sava- 
ges, who had ſhar'd the former Capture; and that 
he had kept the Engliſh and Troqueſe as Priſoners, as 
well as their Commander, who was calPd Major 
Gregory. In fine, he repreſented to Mr. de Denon» 
ville, that twas high time for him to fer out from 
Fort Frontenac, if he mean'd to appear at the gene- 
ral Rendezvous, where the Auxiliary Troops ſent 
from the Lakes would arrive very ſpeedily. The 
next Day, being the 3d of July, the Sieur de la 
Fbreſt embarqued again for Niagara, and ſtcer'd to 
the North-ſide of the Lake. Ar the ſame time we 
embarqued, and ſtood to the oppoſite fide of the 
Lake, being favour'd by the Calms which in that 
Month are very common. 
By good luck our whole Body arriv'd almoſt at 
one and the fame time in the River of the T/ouomou- 
ans; and upon that Occaſion, the Savages, our Al- 
lies, who draw Predictions from the moſt trifling 
Accidents, ſhew'd their wonted Superſtition in take- 
ing this for an infallible Preſage of the utter De- 
ſtruction of the Iroqueſe: Tho! after all, they prov'd 
falſe Prophets, as you will find by the Sequel of this 
Letter. The ſame Night that we landed, we hawl'd 
our Canows and Boats out of the Water, and ſet a 
ſtrong Guard upon em. This done, we built a Fort 
of Stakes or Pales, where we left the Sieur Dorvillers 
with four hundred Men to guard our Shipping and 
Baggage. The next Day, a young Canadeſe, call'd 
Þontaine Marion, was unjuſtly ſhot to Death. His 
Caſe ſtood thus: Having travel'd frequently all over 
this Continent, he was perfe&ly well acquainted 
with the Country, and with the Savages of Canada; 
and after the doing of ſeveral good Services 2 
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King, defir'd Leave from the Governor General to 
continue his Travels, in order to carry on ſome 
little Trade; but his Requeſt was never granted. 
Upon that, he reſolv d to remove to New-England, 
the two Crowns being then in Peace. The Planters 
of New-England gave him a very welcome Recep- 
tion; for he was an active Fellow, and one that un- 
derſtood almoſt all the Languages of the Savages. 
Upon this Conſideration, he was employ'd to con- 
duct the two Engliſh Convoys I ſpoke of but now, 
and had the Misfortune to be taken along with them. 
Now, to my mind, the Uſage he met with from us 
was extream hard; for, we are in Peace with E 
land; and beſides, that Crown lays Claim to the 
Property of the Lakes of Canada. 14 
The next Day we began our March towards the 
great Village of the T/onontonans, without any other 
Proviſions than ten Biskets a Man, which every on, 
carry'd for himſelf. We had but ſeven Leagues to 
march in a great Wood of tall Trees, upon a ſmooth - 
even Ground. The Coureurs de Bois, with a Party 
of the Savages, led the Van, and the reſt of the Sa 


ges brought up the Rear, our regular Troops and "ul 


our Militia being poſted in the Middle. The 
Day the Army march'd four Leagues, and the ad- 
vanc'd Guards made no Diſcovery. 'The ſecond Day 


our adyanc'd Parties march'd up to the very Fieldsof 


the Village without perceiving any thing, tho they 
paſt within a Piſtol-ſhot of five hundred 7/onontouans, 
who lay flat upon the Ground, and ſuffer'd em o 
paſs Fi 

telligence we march'd up with equal Precipitation 
and Confuſion, being buoy'd up with the Apprehen- 
tion that the Irogueſe had fled, and that at leaſt their 
Women, Children, and ſuperanuated Perſons would 
fall into our Hands. When we arriv'd at the Bottom 
of the Hill, upon which the Ambuſcade was plac 


at the Diſtance of a quarter of a League from a__ 
ges 


repaſs without Moleſtation. Upon their In- AY 
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lage, they began to raiſe their wonted Cry, which 
Was follow'd by the firing of ſome Muskets, Had 
you but feen, Sir, what Diſorder our 'Troops and 
Militia were in amidſt the thick Trees, you would. 
have joyn'd with me, in thinking that ſeveral thou- 
ſands of Europeans are no more than a ſufficient Num- 
ber to make Head againſt five hundred Barbarians. 
Our Batallions were divided into ſtraggling Parties, 
who fell into the Right and Left, without knowing 
where they went. Inſtead of firing upon the Iroqueſe, 
we fir d upon one another. Twas to no Purpoſe to 
call in the Soldiers of ſuch and ſuch a Batallion, for 
we could not fee thirty Paces off: In fine, we were 
ſo diſorder'd, that the Enemy were going to cloſe in 
upon us with their Clubs in their Hands ; when the 
Savages of our fide having rally'd, repuls'd the Ene- 
wy, and purſu'd 'em to their Villages with fo much 
Fury, that they brought off the Heads of eighty, and 
wounded a great many. In this Action we loſt ten 
Savages, and a hundred French: We had twenty or 
two and twenty wounded, in which Number was 
the good Father Augeleran the Jeſuit, who receiv'd a 
Musket-ſhot in thoſe Parts which Origen choſe to lop 
of, in order to qualify himſelf for inſtructing the 
Fair Sex without the Diſturbance of Paſſion, or the 
Danger of Scandal. When the Savages brought in 
the Heads of their Enemies to Mr. de Denonwville, they 
ask d him why he halted, and did not march up? 
He made Anſwer, that he could not leave his wound- 
ed Men behind, and that he thought it proper to 
encamp, that the Surgeons might have time to drefs 
their Wounds. 'T'o obviate this Pretence, the Sa- 
vages offer'd to make Litters for the 3 
of em to the Village, that lay but a little way off. 
But our General did not approve of their Advice; 
upon which, notwithſtanding his Remonſtrances, 
they drew up into a Body, and tho' they conſiſted 
of ten different Nations, agreed in a joint Reſolu- 
| tion 
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tion of purſuing their Enemy, in hopes of taking, at 
leaſt their Women, their old Men, and their Chil- 
dren. Our General being acquainted with their Re- 
ſolution, gave em to know, that he earneſtly defir'd 
they would reſt for one Day, and not depart from 
his Camp, and that the next Day he would burn their 
Villages, and ſtarve *em to Death by ſpoiling their 
Crops. But they took this Compliment ſo ill, that 
moſt of em return'd to their own Country; remon- 
ſtrating, That the French came out to fetch a Walk, 
rather than to wage War, ſince they would not 
© take the Advantage of the beſt Opportunity in the 
© World: That their Ardour, like a Flaſh of Fire, 
© was extinguiſhd as ſoon as kindled : That "twas a 
© fruitleſs Adventure, to draw together ſo many 
* Warriors, from all Parts, to burn ſome Hutts of 
© Bark, that the Enemy could rebuild in four Days: 
© That the Tnontouans did not matter the ſpoiling of 
© their Corn; for that the other [rogueſe Nations were 


© able to ſupply em: And in fine, That ſince they 
© had joyn'dthe French twice together to no Purpoſe, 
they would never truſt em for the future, in ſpite 


of all the Remonſtrances they could make. Some 


are of the Opinion, that Mr. de Denonville ought to 
have gone farther; and others affirm, that twas im- 
poſſible for him-to do more than he did. For m 
Part, I ſhall not venture upon any Deciſion of the 
Matter; thoſe who fit at the Helm are moſt liable 
to be perplex d. To purſue the bare Matter of Fact 
we march'd next Day to the great Village, and car- 
ry'd our wounded Men upon Litters; but we found 
nothing there but Aſhes ; for the Irogne/e had burnt 
the Village themſelves, by way of Precaution. 'Then 
we ſpent five or fix Days in cutting down the Indian 
Corn with our Swords. From thence we march'd 
to the two little Villages of the Thegaronhies and the 
Danoncaritaoui, which lay about twoor three Leagues 
off. Having done the like Exploits there, we re- 


turn'd 
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turn'd to the Lake-fide. In all theſe Villages we 
found plenty of Horſes, black Cattle, Fowl and 
Hogs. All the Country round afforded us a very 
charming, pleaſant, and even Proſpect. The Fo- 
reſts thro' which we march'd were repleniſh'd with 
Oak, Wall-nut, and wild Ciieſnut- Trees. 

Two Days after we imbarqu'd for Niagara, which 
lay thirty Leagues off, and arriv'd there in four 
Days. As ſoon as the Troops had debarqu'd, we 
imploy'd em in making a Fort of Pales with four 
Baſtions, which was finiſh'd in three Days. Here we 
mean to leave 120 Soldiers under the Command of 
Mr. des Bergeres, with Ammunition and Proviſions 
for eight Months. 'The Fort ſtands on the South fide 
of the Streight of Herrie Lake, upon a Hill; at the 
Foot of which, that Lake falls into the Lake of Fron- 
tenac. Yeſterday the Savages our Allies took leave 
of Mr. de Denonville, and made a Speech after their 
uſual manner ; in which, among other things, the 
inſinuated, That they were pleas'd to ſee a Fort 10 
conveniently plac'd, which might favour theirRe- 
treat upon any Expedition againſt the Iroqueſe ; 
That they depended upon his Promiſe, of continu- 
ing the War till the five Nations ſhould be either 
deſtroy'd or diſpoſſeſs'd of their Country; that they 
earneſtly deſir d that part of the Army ſhould take 
the Field out of hand, and continue in it both Win- 
ter and Summer, for that they would certainly do 
the ſame on their Part; and in fine, that for as 
much as their Alliance with France was chiefly 
grounded upon the Promiſes the French made of 
liſtening to no Propoſals of Peace, till the five Na- 
tions ſhould be quite extirpated ; they therefore 
| hop'd they would be as good as their Word; eſpe- 
cially conſidering that a Ceſſation of Arms would 
ſully the Honour of the French, and infallibly diſ- 
engage their Allies. Mr. de Denonville gave them 


freſh Aſſurances of his Intention to carry on the War, 
in 
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in ſpite of all the Efforts of the Iroqueſe; and in a 
Word, proteſted that he would proſecute this Deſign 
ſo vigorouſly, that in the End theſe Barbarians 
ſhould be either quite cut off, or oblig'd to ſhift their 
Seats. 
The General call'd for me that very Day, and ac- 
quainted me, that in regard I underſtood the Lan- 
guage of the Savages, I was to go with a Detach- 
ment to cover their Country, purſuant to their Re- 
queſt. At the ſame time he aſſur d me, he would in- 
form the Court of the Reaſons that mov'd him to 
detain me in Canada, notwithſtanding that he had 
Orders to give me leave to go home. You may ea- 
fily gueſs, Sir, that I was thunder-ſtruck with theſe 
News, when I had fed myſelf all along with the 
hopes of returning to France, and promoting my 
Intereſt, which is now ſo much thwarted. Howe- 
ver, I was forc'd to be contented ; for the greater 
Power bears the Sway all the World over. Purſu- 
ant to my Orders, I made all ſuitable Preparations 
for my Voyage, without Loſs of Time. I took leave 
of my Friends, who ſingled out the beſt Soldiers 
for me; and made me Preſents of Cloaths, Tobac- 
co, Books, and an Infinity of other Things that th 
could ſpare without any Inconveniency, deci 
they were then upon their Return to the Colony, 
which affords every thing that one can deſire. By 
good luck, I brought my Aſtrolabe with me from 
Monreal, which will enable me to take the Latitudes 
of this Lake, and to make ſeveral other uſeful Ob- 
{ervations ; for, in all appearance, I ſhall be out two 
Years or ſuch a Matter. 'The Men of my Detach- 
ment are brisk proper Fellows, and my Canows are 
both new and large. I am to go along with Mr. 
Dulbut, a Lions Gentleman, who is a Perſon of 
great Merit, and has done his King and his Coun- 
try very conſiderable Services. Mr. de Tonti makes 


another of our Company; and a Company of Sa- 
vages 
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vages is to follow us. Mr. de Denonville will ſet 
out for the Colony by the North- ſide of the Lake 
of Frontenac, in two or three Days. He deſigns to 
leave at Fort Frontenac, a number of Men and 
Ammunition equal to what he leaves here. I here- 
with tranſmit ſome Letters for my Relations, which 
I beg you would convey to their Hands, If I meet 

with any Opportunity, I'll ſend you a Journal of 
my Voyage the next Year, In the mean time, 


I am, 1 
5 
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Dated at M:Nilimakinac, May 26. 1688. 


The Author leaves Niagara, and has an Encoun- 

ter with the Iroqueſe at the End of the Land- 
Carriage. The After-part of his Voyage. A 
Deſcription of the Country, He 'arrives at 
Fort St. Joſeph in the Mouth of the Lake of 
Hurons. A Detachment of the Hurons arrive 
at the ſame Place. After an Engagement, they 
ſet out for Miſſilimakinac. A frange Adven- 
ture of Mr. de la Salle's Brother. iſſilima- 
kinac deſcrib'd. | 


SIR, | | 
| {on at a Loſs to determine whether tis owing to 
Stupidity, or Greatneſs of Mind, that the Loſs of 
my Eſtate, which I infallibly foreſee, does not at all 
affect me. Your Letter is but too ſhrewd a Confir- 
mation of my Prophecy : However, I cannot but 
purſue your ſeaſonable Advice in writing to * 
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in the mean time ſuffer me to ſatisfy my Promiſe, 
in preſenting you with a Relation of my Voyages. 
I imbarqued at Niagara Auguſt 3. on board a Ca- 
now Mann'd with eight Soldiers of my Detach- 
ment ; and after running three Leagues againſt the 
Current of the Streight, came that ſame Day to the 
Place where the Navigation ſtops. There I mer 
with the Sieur Griſolon de la Tourette, Brother to M. 
Dulhut, who had ventur'd to come from Miſſilima- 
kinac with a ſingle Cano to join the Army. The 
h we commenc'd our great Land -Carriage to the 
Southward, being oblig d to tranſport our Canows 
from a League and a half below the great Fall of 
Niagara, to half a League above it. Before we got 
at any beaten or level Path, we were forc'd. to 
climb up three Mountains, upon which an hundred 
froque ſe might have knock d us all on the Head with 
Stones. While we were imploy'd in this Tranſport 
Service, we were alarm'd twice or thrice ; which 
caution'd us to keep a ſtrict Guard, and to Tranſport 
our Baggage with all poſſible Expedition: Nay, 
after all our Precautions, we were forc'd to leave one 
half of our Baggage about half Way, upon the Diſ- 
covery of a thouſand Iroqueſe that march'd towards 
us. Do you judge, Sir, if we had not ſome Rea- 
{on to be alarm'd ; and whether we would ſtand to 
ſacrifice all to the natural Principle of Self-preſer- 
vation; tho' indeed we were in danger of loſing 
our Lives as well as our Baggage; for we had not 
imbarqued above the Fall half a quarter of an Hour, 
when the Enemy appear'd upon the Streight ſide. 
1 aſſure you, I 'icap'd very narrowly ; for about a 
quarter of an Hour before, I and three or four 
Savages had gone five hundred Paces out of our 
Road, to look upon that fearful Cataract ;-and *twas 
as much as I could do, to get at the Canows he- 
fore they put off To be taken by ſuch cruel Fel- 
G lows, 
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| lows, was to me no trifling thing. 

+ The Priſoners ta- II morir e niente, ma il vivere bru- 

ken by the Iroqueſe giando & troppo. To die is nothing, 

are frequently burnt. ut to live in the midſt of Fire * is 
too much. ; 

As for the Water-fall of Niagara; tis ſeven or 
eight hundred Foot high, and a half a League 
broad. Towards the Middle of it we deſcry an Iſland 
that leans towards the Precipice, as if it were ready 
to fall. All the Beaſts that croſs the Water within 
half a Quarter of a League above this unfortunate 
Iſland, are ſuck'd in by Force of the Stream: And 
the Beaſts and Fiſh that are thus kill'd by the pro- 
digious Fall, ſerve for food to fifty Iroqueſe, who 
are ſettled about two Leagues off, and take 'em out 
of the Water with their Canows. Between the Sur- 
face of the Water that ſhelves off prodigiouſly, and 
the Foot of the Precipice, three Men may croſs in 
a Breaſt without any other Damage, than a ſprink- 
ling of ſome few Drops of Water. 

To return to the Story of the thouſand Jroqueſe; 
I muſt tell you, that we croſs d the Streight with all 
the Vigour we were Maſt ers of, and after rowing 
all Night, arriv'd next Morning at the Mouth of 
the Lake, which appear'd to be indifferent rapid. 
Then we were ſecure from all Danger, for the Iro- 
queſe Canows are ſo dull and large, that they cannot 
ſail near ſo quick as thoſe made of Birch-bark. The 
former are made of Elm-bark, which is very hea- 
vy, and their Form is very awkward ; for they are ſo 
long and broad that thirty Men row in them, two 
abreaſt, whether fitting or ſtanding, and Sides are 


ſo low, that they dare not venture em upon the 


Lakes, tho the Wind be very flack. We coaſted 
along the North-Coaſt of the Lake of Erie, being 
favour'd by the Calms, which are in a manner con- 
ſtant in that Seaſon, eſpecially in the Southern 
Countries. Upon the Brink of this Lake we fre- 
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quently ſaw Flocks of fiſty or ſixty Turkies, which 
run incredibly faſt upon the Sands. And the Sava- 
ges of our Company kill'd great Numbers of em, 
which they gave to us in Exchange for the Fiſn that 
we catch d. The 25th we arriv'd at a long Point of 
Land which ſhoots out 14 or 15 Leagues into the 
Lake; and the Heat being exceſſive, we choſe to 
tranſport our Boats and Baggage two hundred Paces 
over Land, rather than coaſt about for thirty-five 
Leagues. Septemb. 6. We enter d the Streight of 
the Lake of Huron, where we met with a ſlack Cur- 
rent of halfa League in breadth, that continued till 
we arriv'd in the Lake of St. Claire, which is twelve 
Leagues in Circumference. The 8th of the ſame 
Month we ſteer'd on to the other End, from whence 
we had but fix Leagues to run againſt the Stream, 
till we arriv'd in the Mouth of the Lake of Hurons, 
where we landed on the 14th. You cannot ima- 
gine the pleaſant Proſpe& of this Streight, and of 
the little Lake ; for their Banks are cover'd with all 
ſorts of wild Fruit-Trees. Tis true, the want of 
Agriculture ſinks the Agreeableneſs of the Fruit ; but 
their Plenty is very ſurprizing. We ſpy d no other 
Animals upon the Shoar, but Herds of Harts, and 
Roe-bucks: And when we came to little Iſlands, 
we ſcour'd 'em, in order to oblige theſe Beaſts to 
croſs over to the Continent, upon which they offer- 
ing to ſwim over, were knock'd on the Head by 
our Canow Men that were planted all round the 
Iſlands. After our Arrival at the Fort, of which I 
was erder'd to take Poſſeſſion, Mr. Dulbut and Mr. 
de Tonti had a Mind to reſt themſelves for ſome 
Days, as well as the Savages that accompany'd us. 
This Fort which was built by Mr. Dulbut, was 
8 upon his own Charges by the Conreurs de 
ois, who had taken care to ſow in it ſome Buſhels 
of Turkey- Wheat, which afforded a plentiful Crop, 
that prov'd of great Uſe to me. The Gariſon ſur- 
G 2 rendred 
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rendred their Poſt very chearfully ro my Detach- 
ment; and then purſued their Commerce with our 

Savages, for every one had leave to go where he 
pleas d. This gave me an Opportunity of ſending 

two Canows under a Guard of Soldiers, to diſpoſe 

of a great Roll of Tobacco of zoo weight, that Mr. 

Dulbut had kindly preſented me with ; for that ho- 

neſt Gentleman inform'd me, that my Soldiers 
might eaſily purchaſe Corn in Exchange for 'Tobac- 

co, ſooner than for any other Commodities. I am 

oblig'd to him as long as I live; but I am much 
afraid, the Treaſurer of the Navy will make him 
no better Compenſation for this Piece of Service, 
than for a thouſand other Disburſements upon the 
King's Account. The Soldiers I ſent with the To- 
bacco, return'd in the latter End of November, and 
brought with em the Reverend Father Avenau the 
Jeſuit, who found no occaſion to trouble himſelf 
with preaching up Abſtinence from Meat in the 
time of Lent. They brought Advice, that a Party 
of the Hurons being prepar d to march out of their 
Villages, to attack the Jroque/e Beaver-hunters, 
would ſpeedily repair to the Fort fo reſt themſelves. 
In the mean time I waited with Impatience for the 
Arrival of one Turcot, and four more of the Con- 
reurs de Bois, who were to come to me in the begin- 


ning of December, along with ſome other Huntſmen 


that Mr. de Denonville had promis'd to ſend me: 
But hearing nothing of em, and our Commons be- 
ing at that time very ſhort, I ſhould have been very 
much pinch'd, if Gor young Canadeſe who were 
expert Huntſmen, had not tarry'd with me all Win- 
ter. 'The above-mention'd Party of the Hurons ar- 
riv'd Decemb. 2. being headed by one Saent/ouan, 


who left me his Canow and his Baggage, to keep 


till he return'd ; for he could not poſſibly continue 
his Navigation longer, upon the Account that the 
Surface of the Water began then to be cover'd with 
Ice. 
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Ice. Theſe Savages choſe to march over Land to 
the Fort of Niagara, where they expected to receive 
Intelligence before they enter'd the Country of the 
Iroqueſe. They march'd ten Days, i. e. fifty Leagues, 
without ſeeing one Soul. But at laſt their Scouts 
perceiv d the Foot - ſteps of ſome Huntſmen, which 
they trac'd at a great Pace for a whole Night, the 
Snow being then a Foot deep. Towards the break 
of Day they return'd, and gave notice to their Fel- 
low-Adventurers, that they had diſcover'd fix 
Hutts, with ten Men lodg'd in each of em. Upon 
this Intelligence the whole Party made a halt, in or- 
der to paint their Faces, to prepare their Arms, 
and to concert proper Meaſures. The Attack was 
ſo form'd, that two Men made ſoftly up to the two 
Doors of the Hutts with their Clubs in their Hands, 
to knock down any one that offer'd to come out, 
while the reſt were imploy'd in firing their Pieces. 
And the Action was crown'd with wonderful Suc- 
ceſs; for the Troqueſe being ſurpriz'd and ſhut up in 
their bark Priſons, there were but two out of ſixty- 
four that made their Eſcape ; and theſe two being 
naked and deſtitute of Fire-Arms, could not but 
periſh in the Woods. 'Three of the Hurons indeed 
were kill'd upon the Spot, but to atone for that 
Loſs, the Aggreſſors carry'd off fourteen Priſoners, 
and four Women. 'This done, they march'd back 
to my Fort with all poſſible Expedition. Among 
the Captive Slaves, there were three who had made 
Part of the Number of the 1000 Iroque/e that 


thought to have ſurpriz'd us the Year before, when 


we were imploy'd in the great Land-Carriage at 
Niagara. They gave us to underſtand, that the 
Fort of Niagara was block'd up by eight hundred 
Iroqueſe, who mean'd to appear before my* Poſt 
without any Delay. 'This troubleſome Piece of 
News gall'd me to the laſt Degree, for fear of being 
reduc'd to Extremities ; and with that View I was a 
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very nice Husband of what Corn I had left. I was 
not apprehenſive of being attack d by em, for the 
Savages never fight fairly, neither do they ever 
attempt to pull up Palliſadoes; but I was afraid 
that they would ſtarve us out by cramping our 
Huntſmen in their due Range. However, the Hu- 
rons continuing fifteen Days in my Fort to refreſh 
themſelves, I us'd the Precaution of ingaging them 
to aſſiſt my Huntſmen in providing Meat: But as 
ſoon as they took leave of me in order to return 
home, our Hunting was at an End, and the Gates 
were kept ſhut. 

At laſt, finding that my Proviſions were almoſt 
out, I reſolv'd to go to Miſſilimakinac, to buy up 
Corn from the Hurons and the Outaouaus. Accor- 
dingly, having left ſome Soldiers to guard the Fort 
in my Abſence, I imbarq'd with the reſt of my 
Detachment on the firſt of April, with a gentle 
South-Eaſt Gale; by the Help of which we inſenſi- 
bly croſs'd the Bay of Saguinan. That little Gulf is 
{ix Hours over, and in the middle of it there are 
two little Iſlands, which afford a very ſeaſonable 
Shelter when a Wind ariſes in the croſſing over. 
Before you have croſs'd this Bay, the Coaſt is all 
along full of Rocks and Shelves, one of which that 
I ſaw was ſix Leagues broad: But above it the Coaſt 
is clean and low, eſpecially towards the Sand-River, 
which lies half way between that Bay and a Place 
call'd P Anſe du Tonnere. Now this laſt Place is 
reckon'd thirty Leagues off the Bay. Having paſt 
that, we had but thirty Leagues more to fail ; which 
we did without any Danger, but the Help of an 
Eaſt-South-Eaſt Gale, that {well d the Waves pro- 
digiouſly. In the Mouth of the [/lineſe Lake we 
met the Party of the Hurous that I mention'd before; 
and four or five hundred Outaouas, who were bound 
home, after having ſpent the Winter in hunting of 
- Beavers upon the River of Saguinau. Both they 
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and we were forc'd to lye by in that Place for three 
or four Days, by reaſon of the Ice: After which 
the Lake was clear'd, and we croſs'd it together. 
When the Hurons came aſhoar, they conſulted 
among themſelves how to diſpoſe of their Slaves: 
After which they made a Preſent of one of em to 
Mr. de Fuchereau, who commanded in that Place; 
but the poor Wretch was preſently ſhot to Death. 
Another of em was preſented to the Outaouas, who 
granted him his Life, for ſuch Reaſons as you 
would eaſily apprehend, if you were better acquaint- 
ed with the Policy and Cunning of that ſort of Men, 
whom you now take for Beaſts. 

I arriv'd in this Place on the 18th of April, and 
my Uneaſineſs and Trouble took Date from the Da 
of my Arrival: For I found the Indian Corn 74 
ſcarce by reaſon of the preceding bad Harveſts, that 
I deſpair'd of finding half ſo much as I wanted. But 
after all, I am hopeful, that two Villages will fur- 
niſh me with almoſt as much as I have Occaſion for. 
Mr. Cavelier arriv'd here May 6, being accompany'd 
with his Nephew, Father Anaſtaſe the Recollet, a 
Pilot, one of the Savages, and ſome fe Frenchmen, 
which made a Sort of a party-colour'd Retinue. 
Theſe Frenchmen were ſome of thoſe that Mr. de Ia 
Salle had conducted upon the Diſcovery of M:/iſepi. 

They give out, that they are ſent to Canada, in 
order to go to France, with ſome Diſpatches from 
Mr. de la Salle to the King: But we ſuſpect that he 
is dead, becauſe he does not return along with 'em. 
I ſhall not ſpend time in taking notice of their great 
Journey over Land; which by the Account they 
give, cannot be leſs than eight hundred Leagues. 

Miſſilimakinac, the Place I am now in, is certainly 
a Place of great Importance. Ir lies in the Latitude 
of forty-five Degrees, and thirty Minutes; but as 
for its Longitude, I have nothing to ſay of it, for 
Reaſons mention'd in my ſecond Letter. *Tis not 
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above half a League diſtant from the W/lineſe Lake, 
an Account of which, and indeed of all the other 
Lakes, you may expect elſe-where. Here the Hu- 
rons and Outaouas have, each of em, a Village; the 
one being ſever d from the other by a ſingle Palli- 
ſadoe: But the Outaouas are beginning to build a 
Fort upon a Hill, that ſtands but 1000 or 1200 
Paces off. This Precaution they were prompted to 
by the Murder of a certain Huron, calld Sanda- 
ouires, who was aſſaſſinated in the Saguinan River by 
four young Outaouas. In this Place the Jeſuits have 
a little Houſe, or College adjoining to a ſort of a 
Church, and inclos'd with Pales that ſeparate it from 
the Village of the Hurous. 'Theſe good Fathers la- 
viſh away all their Divinity and Patience to no pur- 
pole, in converting ſuch ignorant Infidels: For all 
the length they can bring em to, is, that oftentimes 
they'll defire Baptiſm for their dying Children, and 
{ome few ſuperannuated Perſons conſent to receive 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm, when they find themſelves 
at the Point of Death. The Coureurs de Bois have 
but a very ſmall Settlement here ; though at the 
ſame time tis not inconſiderale, as being the Staple 
of all the Goods that they truck with the South and 
the Weſt Savages; for they cannot avoid paſſing 
this way, when they go to the Seats of the Hlineſe, 
and the Oumamis, or to the Bay des Puants, and 
to the River of Aifſiſipi. The Skins which they im- 
port from theſe different Places, muſt lye here ſome 
time before they are tranſported to the Colony. 
Mifilimakinac is ſituated very advantageouſly ; for 
the Jrogueſe dare not venture with their ſorry Ca- 
nows, to croſs the Streight of the [//ine/e Lake, which 
is two Leagues over; beſides that the Lake of the 
Hurozs is too rough for ſuch flender Boats: And as 
they. cannot come to it by Water, ſo they cannor 
approach to it by Land, by reaſon of the Marſhes, 
Fens, and little Rivers, which *twould be very diffi- 
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cult to croſs ; not to mention that the Streight of the 
Illineſe Lake lies ſtill in their way. 

You can ſcarce believe, Sir, what vaſt Sholes of 
white Fiſh are catch'd about the middle of the Chan- 
nel, between the Continent and the Ifle of Miſſili- 
makinac. The Outaouas and the Hurons could never 
ſubſiſt here, without that Fiſhery ; for they are 
oblig'd to travel above twenty Leagues in the Woods, 
before they can kill any Harts or Elks, and "twould 
be an infinite Fatigue to carry their Carcaſes ſo far 
over Land. This fort of white Fiſh in my Opinion, 
is the only one in all theſe Lakes that can be call'd 
gocd ; and indeed it goes beyond all other forts of 
River Fiſh. Above all, it has one ſingular Proper- 
ty, namely, that all forts of Sauces ſpoil it, fo 
that *tis always eat either boil'd or broil'd, without 
any manner of Seaſoning. In the Channel I now 
ſpeak of, the Currents are ſo ſtrong, that they 
ſometimes ſuck in the Nets, though they are two 
or three Leagues off. In ſome Seaſons, it fo falls 
out that the Currents run three Days Eaſtward, two 
Days to the Weſt, one to the South, and four North» 
ward ; ſometimes more, and ſometimes leſs. The 
Cauſe of this Diverſity of Currents could never be 
fathom d, for in a Calm, they'll run in the Space 
of one Day, to all the Points of the Compaſs, i. e. 
ſometimes one way, ſometimes another, without any 
Limitation of Time; ſo that the Deciſion of the Mat- 
ter muſt be lefr to the Diſciples of Copernicus. Here 
the Savages catch 'Trouts as big as one's 'Thigh, 
with a ſort of Fiſhing-Hook made in the Form of an 
Awl, and made faſt to a Piece of Braſs Wire, which 
is join'd to the Line that reaches to the Bottom of 
the Lake. This ſort of Fiſhery is carried on not 
only with Hooks, but with Nets, and that in Win- 
ter, as well as in Summer: For they make Holes 
in the Ice at a certain Diſtance one from another, 
thro which they conduct the Nets with a 
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Outaouas and the Hurons have very pleaſant Fields, 
in which they ſow Indian Corn, Peaſe, and Beans, 
beſides a fort of Citruls, and Melons, which differs 
much from ours, and of which I ſhall take Occaſion 
to ſpeak in another Place, Sometimes, theſe Sava- 
ges fell their Corn very dear, eſpecially when the 
Beaver-hunting happens not to take well: Upon 
which Occaſion they make ſufficient Repriſals upon 
us for the extravagant Price of our Commodities. 
As ſoon as I have bought up ſixty Sacks of Corn, 
each of which may weigh fifty Pound, I am to march 
with my Detachment alone to St. Mary's Fort, in 
order to ingage the Sauteurs or the Inhabitants of 
Saut Saint Marie, to join the Outaouas ; after which 
we mean to march with joint Forces to the Country 
of the Iroqueſe. Beſides theſe, there's a Party of 
a hundred Hurons ready to march, under the Com- 
mand of the great Leader Adario, whom the French 
call the Rat; but they do not march our way. I 
ſhall write to you with the firſt Opportunity after 
my Return from this Expedition. Perhaps the Je- 
ſuits will ſend your Letters for me along with Mr. 
Denonville's to Fort St. Zoſeph, where I am to reſide. 
I ſhall expect their Arrival with the utmoſt Impa- 
tience. In the mean time I ſend you a Letter di- 
rected to Mr. de Seignelay, the Purport of which J 
have here ſubjoin d. *Twill be a very ſenſible Ob- 


ligation laid upon me, if you vouchſafe to believe 


that I always am, 
SIR, 
Tours, Oe. 
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The Letter directed to Mr. de Seignelay. 


Honoured Sir, | 
Am the Son of a Gentleman that ſpent three 
hundred thouſand Crowns in deepening the Wa- 


ter of the two Gaves of Bearn: He had the good 


luck to compaſs his End by conveying a great many 
Brooks to theſe two Rivers; and the Current of the 
Adour was by that means ſo far ſtrengthen d, as to 
render the Bar of Bayonne paſlable by a fifty Gun 
Ship, whereas in former times a Frigate of ten Guns 
durſt not venture over it. Twas in Conſideration of 
this great and ſucceſsful Attempt, that his Majeſty 
granted to my Father and his Heirs for ever, certain 
Duties and Taxes, amounting to the Sum of three 
thouſand Livres a Year. This Grant was confirm'd 
by an Act of the Council of State, dated January 
9. 1658, ſign'd Boſſuer, collated, Sc. Another 
Advantage accruing to the King and the Province 
from my Father's Services, conſiſts in the bringing 
down of Maſts and Yards from the Pyrenean Moun- 
tains, which could never have been effected, if he 
had not by his Care, and by the disburſing of im- 
menſe Sums, enlarged the Quantity of Water inthe 
Gave of Oleron to a double Proportion. 'Theſe Du- 
ties and Taxes which had been juſtly intail'd upon 
him and his Heirs, ceas'd to be ours when he dy'd; 
and to inflame the Diſgrace, I loſt his Places, viz. 
that of being a Honorary Judge of the Parliament 
of Pau, and Chief Juſtice in Eyre for the Province 
of Bearn ; all which were mine by Inheritance. 
Theſe Lofles are now follow'd by an unjuſt Seizure 
that ſome pretended Creditors have made of the 
Barony of Ia Hontan, of a Piece of Ground that lies 
** a 
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contiguous to it, and of a hundred thouſand Livres 
that lay in the Hands of the Chamber of Bayonne 
Theſe faithleſs Creditors have no other Reaſon to 
ſue me, but that I am now in the fagg End of the 
World, and that they are rich, and ſupported by 
the Credit and Protection of the Parliament of Paris, 
where they hope to make good their unjuſt Preten- 
fions in-my Abſence, Laſt Year I obtain'd Leave 
to return to Frauce, in order to take care of this 
matter; but now Mr. de Denonville has ſent me 
with a Detachment to theſe Lakes; from whence I 
humbly petition that your Honour would vouchſafe 
me Leave to come home the next Year, and at the 
fame time honour me with your Protection. I am, 


with all poſſible Reſpect, 


Tour Honour*s, &c. 
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Dated at Aſiſſilimakinac, Sept. 18. 1688. 


Deferibing the Fall calld Saut St. Marie, where 
the Author perſuades the Inhabitants to join 
the Qutaouas, and march aggainſt the Iroquele. 
And containing an Account of. the Occurrences 
of the Voyage between that Place and Miſſili- 
makinac 


SIR, 


Am now return'd from the Jrogueſe Country, and 
have quitted the Fort of St. $olept, againſt my 


Will. I cannot allow myfelf to doubt, but that you 
took care of the Letter directed for Mr. de Seignelay, 
which I tranſmitted to you three Months ago. 


I ſet 


to North-America. 93 


1 ſet out from hence in my Canow, June 2. And 
after my Arrival at the Water- fall call'd Saut Sainte 
Marie, I perſuaded forty young Warlike Fellows to 
join the Party of the Outaouas that IJ mention'd' in 
my laſt. This Saut Sainte Marie is a Cataract, or 
rather a Water-fall of two Leagues in length, which 

ives Vent to the Waters of the upper Lake, and at 
the Bottom of which, not far from the Jeſuits Houſe, 
there's a Village of the Outchipoues, alias Sauteurs. 
This Place is a great 'Thoroughfare for the Coureurs 
de Bois that trade with the Northern People, who 
uſually repair to the Brinks of that Lake in the Sum- 
mer. The continual Fogg that riſes from the upper 
Lake, and ſpreads over the adjacent Country, ren- 
ders the Ground ſo barren, that it bears no Corn. 
The 13th of the ſame Month I fet out from the 
abovemention'd Village, being accompany'd by the 
forty young Sauteurs, who embarqu'd in five Ca- 
nows, each of which held eight Men. The 16th 
we arriv'd at the Iſle of Detour, where my Soldiers 
and the Party of the Outaouas had tarry'd for me 
two Days. The firſt Day was ſpent by the Outaouas 
and the Sauteurs in Warlike Feaſts, Dancing, and 
Singing, purſuant to their wonted Cuſtom: The 
next Day we all embark' d, and traverſing from Ifle 
to Iſle, made the Iſland of Manitoualin in four Days. 
This Ifland is 25 Leagues long, and ſeven or eight 
broad. In former times twas poſſeſsd by the Ou- 
taouas of Talon, call'd the Otontagans; who were 
diſlodg'd by the Progreſs of the Iroqueſe, that has 
ruin'd ſo many Nations. We coaſted upon that 
Iſle a whole Day; and being favour'd by a Cali 
croſs'd from Iſle to Iſle till we made the Eaſt· ide of 
the Lake. In this Paſſage we croſs'd between two 
Iſlands that were ſix Leagues diſtant the one from 
the other; and upon that Occaſion our Watermen, 
who were not us'd to venture ſo far out in their 
flender Boats, were fain to tugg hard at their Oars. 


The 
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The Savages ſtood out at firſt, and refus'd to ven- 
ture ſo far from Land, for they would rather have 
one fifty Leagues about; but at laſt I over-per- 
uaded em, by repreſenting, that I would have been 
very loth to venture my own Perſon, if I had not 
been ſufficiently provided againſt all Danger by an 
exact Knowledge of the Winds and the Storms. The 
Calm continuing, we made the River of Theonon- 
tatè on the 25th, The next Day there ſprung up 
a Gale from the Weſt-South-Weſt, which kept us 
back for four or five Days; but our ſtop was of no 
great Advantage to us, for it rain'd ſo heavily, that 
we could not hunt. This Country is the ancient 
Seat of the Hurons, as it appears from the Name they 
give to their Nations in their own Language, vig. 
Theonontateronons, i. e. the Inhabitants of Theonon- 
tate. But after the Iroqueſe had, upon divers Occa- 
ſions, taken and defeated great Numbers of 'em, 
the reſt quitted the Country to avoid the like Fate. 
We re-embark'd on the 29th, and on the iſt of 7uly 
arriv'd at Fort St. Foſeph, where the Soldiers I had 
| left waited for us with great Impatience. Having 
landed ſome Sacks of Corn at the Fort, we ſet out 
again on the 3d of July, and purſued our Courſe 
with all Diligence, in order to an early Appearance 
in the Iroqueſe Country. We fail'd through the 
Streight or Neck, and ſtood to the South-ſide, of 
the Lake Erie ; and being favour'd by the Weather, 
arriv'd on the 17th in the River Conde, which I ſhall 
have occaſion to take notice of in deſcribing the 
Lakes of Canada. Immediately, upon our landing, 
the Savages fell to Work in cutting down 'Trees, 
and making a Redoubt of Stakes, or Pales, for the 
Security of our Canows and Baggage, and for a 
ſafe Retreat to our ſelves in caſe of Neceſſity. 
The 2oth they march'd, each Man being provid- 
ed with a light Covering, a Bow, and ſome Arrows, 


(or elſe a Fuſee) and a little Bag containing ten 
Pound 


3 


AM 


ci 


r r . . . ad. . ox 


t 


to North-Aimerics. 95 


Pound weight of the Flour of the Indian Corn. 

They thought it moſt convenient to keep to the Banks 

of the River, upon which the Goyogoans are wont 

to fiſh for Sturgeon ; for that Fiſh, which is fix 

Foot in length, comes out of the Lakes in hot Wea- 
ther, and ſwims up the Rivers. They had reſoly'd 
likewiſe, if they found the Country clear, to march 
up and ſurprize the Villages of the Goyogoans : but 
they were ſoon eas'd of that trouble; for they had 
not march'd two Days when their Scouts deſcry'd 
three hundred e and on the other Hand the 
Troqueſe ſpy d them to ſuch Purpoſe, that the Scouts 
eſcap'd very narrowly, and had much ado to return 
to the Body of the Party, which immediately betook 
chemſelves to Flight, I was mightily ſurpriz'd when 
1 heard the Centinel of our Redoubt cry out, Aux 
Armes, our Men are beaten and purſued; but I was 
yet more ſurpriz'd when I ſaw the Fugitives run at 
full Speed, when there was no body behind them. 
When they came up, they were all filent for half an 
Hour, purſuant to their Uſe and Wont ; after which 
their Leader recounted to me the Particulars of the 
Adventure. I thought at firſt that their adyanc'd 
Guards had miſtook the Number of the Enemies; 
for I knew that the Outaouas had not the Reputa- 
tion of too much Courage ; but the next Day a Par- 
ty of the Iroqueſe appear d in fight of our Redoubt, 
which gave me occaſion to believe that they were in 
the Right of it. Nay, this Truth was afterwards 
confirmed by a certain Slave call'd Chaonanon, who 
made his Eſcape to the Redoubt, and aſſur'd me, 
that the Irequeſe were not leſs than four hundred; 
to which he added, that they expected to be join d 
by ſixty more that had march'd ſome Months be- 
fore to the Country of the Oumamis. He inform'd 
us farther, that while the Marquis de Denonville was 
concerting Meaſures for a Peace with the five Na- 
tions, an Aungliſuman, of the Name of Aria, accom- 
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pany'd with ſome others, endeavour'd to diſſuade 
them from Peace, by Orders from the Governor 
of New-Tork. In the mean time the Savages hav- 
ing preſs'd me to aſſiſt at a Council of War, they 
ropos'd to lie by for a fair Wind, and then to em- 
— — They repreſented, that they deſign'd to 
ail to the End of the Lake, where they would in- 
fallibly light upon the ſixty Iroque/e that I mention'd 
above; but withal, that they could not agree to ſet 
out in a Calm, becauſe that after their quitting the 
Redoubt, and Jaunching out, a contrary Wind 
might force em aſhore, where their Throats might 
be cut if the Enemy purſu'd 'em. I reply'd, That 
*twas then ſuch fine Weather, that we had nothing 
to expect but Calms; that if we tarry'd longer 
in this Place, our Enemies would thereby gain time 
to make Canows in order to a Purſuit; that ſince 
the Favourableneſs of the Wind was ſo uncertain, 
we ought to embarque without Loſs of Time ; that 
we might fail in the Night, and ſculk in the Day- 
time behind Rocks and Points of Land ; and, that 
by this means the Enemy would be at a Loſs to 
know whether we ſtood to the South or to the 
North-fide of the Lake. The Savages made Anſwer, 
That twas true their tarrying might be every way 
prejudicial ; but *twas equally true, that my Expedi- 
ent was dangerous: However, they conſented to 
embarque along with us, and for that End gumm'd 
their Canows. We embarqu'd on the 24thar Night, 
and the Weather being fair, clear, and calm, made 
a great deal of way that Night, and the ſucceeding 
Day. The next Evening we came. to an Anchor, 
deſigning to ſleep for three or four Hours, but not 
to ſtir out of the Canows. About Midnight we 
weigh'd- our little wooden Anchors, and one half of 
the Men row'd while the other was at reſt. Thus did 
we contiuue to ſteer with a great deal of Precaution 
and Care, rowing all Night, and lying by all Pay. 
| 2 
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uly 28. when we were lying almoſt all aſleep in 
à Creek of a little Iſland, the Watch deſcrying ſome 


; Canows that made towards us, wak'd ſome Savages 


that had gone aſhore to ſleep the more convenient- 
ly. The Noiſe having alarm'd us all, we preſently 
made our ſelves ready to get in head of theſe Canows; 
but at the ſame time, tho we were but halfa League 
off, we could not diſtinguiſh who they were, by rea- 
ſon that the Sun-beams falling perpendicularly, made 
the Surface of the Water look like a Looking-glaſs. 
Indeed there being but two of em, we reckon d they 
were Mann'd with Iroqueſe, and that each of *em 
contain'd at leaſt twenty Men; upon which Suſpl- 
cion, the Leader of the Sauteurs offer d to go aſhore 
with his Men, and poſt himſelf at the Entry of a 
Wood, from whence he would ſoftly follow the Ca- 
nows without being diſcover'd, till ſuch time as we 
forc'd 'em aſhore, At the ſame time he propos'd 
that the Outaouas and my Detachment ſhould ſuffer 
'em to be within a Musket-ſhot of the Iſland before 
we diſcover'd our ſelves, or offer d to give em Chaſe, 
upon the Apprehenſion that if we follow'd 'em cloſer, 
they would be ſo far from getting on ſhore, that they 
would fight as deſperate, and chuſe rather to be 
kill'd or drown'd than to be taken. This Propoſal 
was lik'd, and every thing was manag d accordingly. 
As ſoon as our unknown Enemy perceiv'd us, they 
made the Shore with all imaginable Precipitation 
and juſt when they were going to knock their Priſo- 
ners on the Head, the Sauteurs fell upon em, but 
miſs'd of their aim in taking em all alive; for they 
fought to the laſt Gaſp, like Men that knew no Me- 
dium betwixt Conqueſt and Death. Una ſalus victis 
nullam ſperare ſalutem. This Engagement happen d 
while we landed; however, the Sauteurs came 
with Honour, for they loſt only four Men, and of 
twenty Jrogueſe they kill d three, wounded five, and 
took the reſt Priſoners, ſo that not one of em _ 
11 
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The Iroqueſe had along with them eighteen Slaves of 
the Oumamis, who were all wounded, and ſeven big- 
belly d Women, from whom we had Intelligence 
that the reſt of their Party were then upon their Re- 
turn by Land upon the Banks of the Lake, having 
thirty- four Priſoners, of both Sexes; and that they 
could not then be far off. When this Intelligence 
was laid before us, the Outaouas were of the Opinion 
that we ſhould reſt ſatisfied with the Feats we had 
done, upon the Plea that the above-mention'd four 
hundred Iroqueſe would certainly get before us. On 
the other Hand, the Sauteurs maintain'd that they had 
rather periſh than fail to attempt the Reſcue of theſe 
Priſoners, and the Defeat of the whole Party ; and 
that if no body would ſecond em, they would make 
the Attempt by themſelves. The Bravery of this 
Reſolution oblig'd me to encourage and edge on the 
Outaouas. Iremonſtrated to em, that in regard the 
Sauteurs ingroſs'd the Glory of the former Action, 
they had more reaſon than we to decline the Riſque 
of a ſecond Engagement ; that if we refus'd to back 
em, our Cowardice would cover us with everlaſting 
Infamy: And, that in order to render the Attack 
more ſecure, we ought to uſe a ſpeedy Precaution in 
finding out ſome Point or Elbow of Land where our 
Canows, our Baggage, and our Priſoners might be 
lodg'd ſafe. The Outaouas had a great deal of Re- 
luctancy to the Matter; however, after conſulting 
among themſelves, they comply d with the Propoſal, 
more for Shame, than out of true Courage. Having 
laid down that joint Reſolution, we made up a little 
ſort of a Fence in ſeven or eight Hours, and then ſent 
out Scouts on all Hands, while the main Body was 
kept in Readineſs to march upon the firſt Alarm. 
Auguſt 4. two of our Spies return'd upon full ſpeed, 
to acquaint us that the Irogueſe were not above three 
Leagues off, and that they advanc'd towards us; and 


withal, that upon the Road there was a little Broo8 
upon 
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updn which an Ambuſcado might be conveniently 
laid. This Advice animated our Savages fo much; 
that they run immediately to take Poſſeſſion of that 
advantageous Poſt ; but they knew not how to make 
the right uſe of it. The Outaouas were too haſty in 
firing ; and by ſhooting at too great a Diſtance, gave 
all the Enemies an Opportunity of making their 
Eſcape, abating for ten or twelve, whoſe Heads were 
brought into the little Fort where I ſtay'd. The 
Slaves indeed were all retaken, and ſo reſcued frotn 
the Cruelty of theſe Tygers; which encourag'd us 
to reſt ſatisfied. When the Expedition was over, we 
ſtow'd theſe poor Wretches in our Canows, and 
ſteer'd with all Expedition to the Streight or Neck of 
the Lake of Huron, which we made on the 153th, 
We enjoy'd a great deal of Pleaſure in ſtemming the 
Current of that Streight ; the Iſlands of which, that 
I meftion'd above, were cover'd with Roe-bucks. 
This Opportunity we did not ſlight; nor did we 
grudge our ſtopping upon theſe Iſlands for eight 
Days; during which time we were buſted in Hunt- 
ing, and refreſh'd our ſelves with plenty of excellent 
Fruit that was fully ripe. Here the wounded and 
retaken Priſoners had an Opportunity of reſting; 
and of drinking the Broth of ſeveral forts of Meat; 
and we had time to broil as much Meat as we could 
ſtow in our Canows, not to mention the great nums 
bers of Turkeys that we were oblig'd to eat upon 
the Spor, for tear that the Heart of the Seaſon would 
ipoil em. 

In that ſpace of time the poor wounded Savages 
were carefully purg'd with ſuch Roots as the Ameri- 
cans are well versd in; which I mean to explaiti 
to you in its proper Time and Place; and they want- 
ed not good Reſtoratives of Jelly-broth. The 24th 
we re-embarqu'd, and arriv'd at Night at Fort St. 
Foſeph, where J found a Party of eighty Oumamis, 
commanded by one Michitonka, who being lately 
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return'd from Niagara, expected my Arrival with 
the utmoſt Impatience. When I landed, I was ſur- 
priz'd to ſee the Fort cramm'd with Savages ; but on 
the other Hand, they were equally aſtoniſh'd to find 
in our Company their Country-men, to whoſe hard 
Fortune they had been altogether Strangers. The 
Joyful Meeting filld the Air with Acclamations, 
and Panegyricks rung all about to an extravagant 
Degree. I wiſh, Sir, you had been there to partake 
ofithe Pleaſure of ſo fine a Show; had you been 
preſent, you would have join'd with me in owning 
that all our French Rhetorick cannot reach ſuch pi- 
thy and fignificant Figures, eſpecially upon the 
ſcore of Hyperboles, as made up the Bulk of the Ha- 
rangues and Songs that theſe poor People utter'd 
with Rapture and 'Tranſport. Michitonka acquaint- 
ed me, that after he went to the Fort of Niagara, 
with a Deſign to make ſome Expedition into the 
Country of the T/onontouans, he found that the Scur- 
wy had made ſuch a terrible Havock in that Fort, 
that it had ſwept off the Commander, and all the 
Soldiers, bating twelve, who had the good Luck to 
get over it, as well as Mr. de Bergeres, who by the 
Advantage of a hale Conſtitution had ſtem'd the 
raging Violence of that Diſtemper. He inform'd 
me farther, that Mr. Bergeres having reſolv'd to ſet 
out with his twelve Men for the Fort of Frontenac, 
had defir'd of him a Reinforcement of ſome young 
Oumamis, which was granted him; that after Mr. 
Bergeres had embarqu'd, himſelf march'd over 
Land to the Country of the Onnontagues, where he 
rejoin'd the Reinforcement he had granted to Mr. de 
Bergeres, and underſtood from them, that during the 
Winter the Scurvy had carried off as many Soldiers 
at Fort Frontenac as at Niagara ; and, that Mr. de 

Denonville was negotiating a Peace with the Iroqueſe. 
The Governor of Fort Frontenac had requeſted 
Micbitonka to engage in no Enterpriſe, and to return 
home 


to North-America. 101 


home with his Men; upon which that Leader being 
in full March home ward, was attack'd by three hun- 
dred Onnontagues, whom he durſt not engage other- 
wiſe than in a running Fight, by which he loſt four 
Men. Being inform'd of all theſe Circumſtances, I 
conſulted with the three different Nations that were 
then poſted in my Fort. After a mature Reflection 
upon the Intelligence that was laid before em, they 
came to this Reſolution; that ſince the Marquis de 
Denonville had a Mind to clap up a Peace, and the 
Fort of Niagara was abdicated, the Fort I then com- 
manded would be of no Uſe; that fince I had nei- 
ther Proviſions nor Ammunition for above two 
Months, I ſhould be oblig'd at the End of theſe two 
Months to retreat to the Place from whence I now 
write; that at that time of the Year our Navigation 
would be uncaſy and dangerous; that in regard I 
lay under an indiſpenſible Neceſfity of making my 
Retreat, twas of no great moment whether I march'd 
off two Months ſooner or later; and, in fine, that 
ſince I had receiv'd no freſh Orders, nor no Succours, 
'rwas my Buſineſs to go off along with them. This 
Reſolution, which was a ſufficient Argument toſway 
me, afforded matter of Joy to the Soldiers, who were 
afraid of being oblig'd to a more rigorons courſe of 
Abſtinence in that Poſt than they had formerly un- 
dergone ; for the Meaſures of a critical Abſtinence 
do not fit well upon a Soldier's Stomach. In fine, pur- 
ſuant to our joint Reſolution, we ſet Fire to the Fort 
on the 25th, and embarqu'd that ſame Day, and 
keeping cloſe to the South ſhore of the Lake that I 
took notice of in my laſt, arriv'd here on the roth 
of September. The Oumamis march'd over Land to 
their own Country, and carry'd with 'em the Wound- 
ed, who were then in a Condition to march. 
Upon my Arrival in this Place, I found here Mr. 
de la Durantay, whom Mr. Denonville has inveſted 
with the Commiſſion of Commander of the Coureurs 
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de Bois that trade upon the Lakes, and in the South- 
ern Countries of Canada. The Governor has ſent 
me Orders to return to the Colony if the Scaſon and 
other Circumſtances permit; or to tarry here till the 
Spring, if I foreſee unſurmountable Difficulties in the 
Paſſage. In the mean time he has ſent me Effects 
to anſwer the Pay of my Detachment, and to ſubſiſt 


*em in the Winter. Theſe Orders would be extream 


acceptable to me, if I could but contrive how to re- 
turn to the Colony ; but that ſeems to be abſolutely 
impoſſible, and both the French and the Savages 
agree that it is ſo. 'Thereare in that Paſſage ſo many 
Water-falls, Cataracts, and Places where there's a 
Neceſſity of tedious Land- carriages, that I dare not 
run ſuch Hazards with my Soldiers, who cannot 
work the Boats but upon ſtagnating Water. Upon 
that Conſideration I have thought it more proper to 
halt here till the next Year; at which time I deſign 
to take the Advantage of the Company of ſome 
Frenchmen and Savages, that promiſe to take into 
each of their Canows one of my Men. In the mean 
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on this Matter, leſt my Letter ſnould be intercepted. 
Tho' after all, if the Blow were not already given, 
or if *twere poſſible to remedy it, my Priendſhip 
ſhould not hinder me from acquainting Mr. de De- 
nonville with the Intrigue, that he might get clear 
of it as well as he could. If it pleaſes God toallow 
me a ſafe Return to France, I ſhall tell you the 
Story by word of Mouth. 

I underſtand by your laſt, that the King has pre- 
ferr'd his Almoner, the Abbot of St. Valters, to the 
Biſhoprick of Pyebec; and that this Biſhop was 
conſecrated in Sr. Sulpice's Church. This Piece of 
News would be very welcome to me, if I thought 
he would be leſs rigid than Mr. de Laval, his Pre- 
deceſſor. But what likely hood is there that the new 
Biſhop will be of a tractable Temper? If tis true 
that he has refus d other good Biſhopricks, he muſt 
be as ſcrupulous as the Monk Dracontius, that St. 
Athanaſins cenſures for not accepting of a Preſenta- 
tion to a Biſhoprick that was offer d him. In fine, 
if he is of that ſcrupulous Temper, his critical Strict- 
neſs will ſcarce go down in this Country; for the 
People are already tir'd out with his Predeceſſor | 
Excommunications. 5 

J am, 


SIR, 
Tours, &c. 
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LETTER XVL 


Dated at Miſjlimakinac, May 28. 1689. 


Containing an Account of the Author's Departure 
rom, and Return to, Miſſilimakinac. A De- 
ſcription of the Bay of Puants, and its Villages. 
An ample Deſcription of the Beavers ; follow'd 
P the Fournal of a remarkable Voyage upon the 
Long River, and a Map of the adjacent Country, 


- 


SIR, 


T Hank God, I am now return'd from my Voy- 
age upon the Long River, which falls into the 
River of Miſſiſipi. I would willingly have trac'd it 
up to its Source, if ſeveral Obſtacles had not ſtood 
in my way, I ſet out from hence the 24th of Sn. 
accompany'd with my own Detachment, and the 
five Huntſmen I mention'd in my laſt; who indecd 
did mea great deal of Service. All the Soldiers 
were provided with new Canows loaded with Provi- 
fions and Ammunition, and ſuch Commodities as 
are proper for the Savages. 'The Wind, which ſtood 
then in the North, witied me in three Days to the 
Bay of Pouteouatamis, that lay forty Leagues off. 
The Mouth of that Bay is in a manner choak'd with 
Iſles, and the Bay itſelf is ten Leagues broad, and 
twenty-five Leagues long. | 
The 29th we came to a little deep ſort of a River, 
which diſembogues at a Place where the Water of 
the Lake ſwells three Foot high in twelve Hours, and 
decreaſes as much in the ſame Compaſs of time. Our 
tarrying there three or four Days gave me an _ 
tunity of making this Remark: 'The Villages of the 
Sakis, the Pouteouatamis, and ſome Mts” — | 
r ene, 
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ſeated on the fide of that River, and the Jeſuits 


have a Houſe or College built upon it. This is a 
Place of great Trade for Skins and Indian Corn, 
which theſe Savages fell to the Conureurs de Bois, as 
they come and go, it being the neareſt and moſt 
convenient Paſſage to the River of Miſſiſipi. The 
Soil of this Country is ſo fertile, that it produces 
(in a manner without Agriculture) our European 
Corn, Peaſe, Beans, and ſeveral other Fruits that 
are not known in France. As ſoon as I landed, the 
Warriors of theſe three Nations came by turns to 
my Apartment, to regale me with the Calumet-Dauce, 
and with the Captain*s-Dance ; the former being a 
Signification of Peace and Friendſhip, and the latter 
of Reſpect and Eſteem, I return'd the Compliment 
with a Preſent of ſome Rolls of Braſil Tobacco, 
which they value mightily, and ſome Strings of Venice 
Beads, with which they imbroider their Coats. Next 
Morning I was inyited to a Feaſt with one of the 
three Nations; and after having ſent to em ſome 
Diſhes and Plates, purſuant to the Cuſtom of the 
Country, I went accordingly about Noon. They 
began with congratulating my Arrival, and after I 
had return'd them Thanks, fell a Singing and Dan» 
cing one after another, in a particular Manner, of 
which you may expect a circumſtantial Account 
when I have more Leiſure. 'The Singing and Dancing 
laſted for two Hours, being ſeaſon d with Acclama- 
tions of Joy and Jeſts, which make up part of their 
ridiculous Muſick. After that the Slaves came to 
ſerve, and all the Company ſat down after the Eaſt- 
ern faſhion, every one being provided with his Mel, 
juſt as our Monks are in the Monaſtery-Halls. | 
Firſt of all, four. Platters were ſet down before me, 

in the Firſt of which, there were two white Fiſh on- 
ly boil'd in Water; in the Second, the Tongue and 
Breaſt of a Roe-buck boil'd; in the Third, two 
Wood-bens, the hind Feet or Trotters of a Bear, and 
the 
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the Tail of a Beaver, all roaſted; and the Fourth 
contain'd a large Quantity of Broth made of ſeyera] 


forts of Meat. For Drink they gave me a very plea- 
fant Liquor, which was nothing but a Syrup of 
Maple beat up with Water; but of this more elſe- 
where. 'The Feaſt laſted two Hours; after which 
1 intreated one of the Grandees to ſing for me; for 
in all the Ceremonies made uſe of among the Sava- 
ges, tis cuſtomary to imploy another to act for em. 
I made this Grandee a Preſent of ſome Pieces of To- 
bacco, in order to oblige him to act my Part till 
Night. Next Day, and the Day after, I was oblig' d 
to go to the Feaſts of the other two Nations, who 
obſerv'd the ſame Formalities. The moſt curious 
thing I ſaw in the Villages, was ten or twelve tame 
Beavers, that went and came like Dogs from the 
Rivers to the Cottages, without ſtragling out of the 
Road. I ask'd the Savages if theſe Animals could 
tive out of the Water; and receiv'd this Anſwer, 


that they could live aſhoar as well as Dogs, and 
that they had kept ſome of em above a Year, with- 


gut ſuffering them to go near the Rivers: From 
whence I conclude, that the Caſuiſts are out in not 
ranging Ducks, Geeſe, and Teals, in the number 


of Amphibious Animals, as the Naturaliſts are wont 


to do. 1 had heard the ſame Story from ſeveral 


Americans before ; but being apprehenſive that there 


were different Species of Beavers, I had a Mind to 
be better inform'd: And indecd there is a particular 


FL kind of em, which the Savages call the Terreſtrial, 


or Land-Beaver ; but at the ſame time they tell 
you, theſe are of a different Species from the Am- 
phibious Sort; for they make Holes or Dens in the 
Earth, like Rabbers or Poxes, and never go near 
the Water, unleſs it bet o drink. They are likewiſe 
call'd by the Savages, the lazy or idle kind, as be- 
ing expell'd by the other Beavers from the Kennels 
in which theſe Animals are lodg'd, to the os 
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of 80. Theſe Kennels I mean to deſcribe afterwards; 
in the mean time I only take occaſion to acquaint 
jou, that the idle ſort being unwilling to work 
re expell'd by the others, juſt as Waſps are by 
hes; and are fo teas d by em, that they are fore d 
; to quit the Kennels, which the better and more in- 
Auſtrious Race huddles up to themſelves in the Fens. 
This ſupine Beaver reſembles the other ſort in its 
# Figure, excepting that the Hair is rub'd off the 
hack and the Belly, which is occaſion'd by their rub- 
bing againſt the Earth when they return to, or ſtir 
out from their Holes. 
| The Writers of Natural Hiſtory are very much 
out, in fancying that the Beavers cut off their own 
leſticles, when purſued by the Huntſmen ; for that 
| which the Phyſicians call Caſtoreym, is not lodg'd in 
* the Teſticles, but in a certain Bag that Nature 
| ſeems to have form'd on purpoſe for theſe Animals, 
and this Bag they make uſe of to clear their 'Teeth, 
after the biting of ſome gummy Shrub. But ſup- 
| poſing the Teſticles to be the proper Receptacle of 
| the Caſtor, we muſt ſtill conceive that tis impoſſible 
| fora Beaver to pull out his Teſticles, without rending. 
| the Nerves of the Groin, in which they are ſeated 
| juſt by the Sharebone. Tis manifeſt that Elian and 
| ſeveral other Naturaliſts, were ſcarce acquainted 
with Beayer-hunting ; for had they known any thin 
of the Matter, they would never have talk'd of the 
purſuing of theſe Animals, which never go from 
the Side of the Pond where their Kennels are built; 
and which dive under Water upon the leaſt Noiſe, 
and return to their Dens when the Danger is over. 
If theſe Creatures were but ſenſible of the reaſon 
for which War is declar'd againſt em, they would 
flea themſelves alive; for 'tis their Skin only that 
the Huntſmen want, the Value of the Caſtor being 
nothing in compariſon with that. A great Beaver 
is twenty-ſix Inches long, from the hind-Head, w 
| the 
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the Root of the Tail. Tis about three Foot and 
eight Inches round, its Head is ſeven Inches long, 
and fix broad; its Tail is fourteen Inches long, and 
fix broad, and about the Middle it has the Thickneſs 
of an Inch and two Lines. The Figure of the Tail 
is Oval ; the Scale with which 'tis cover'd, and which 
performs the Office of what the Phyſicians call the 
Epidermis or Scarf-skin, is an irregular Hexagon, 
'The Beaver carries upon its Tail the Clay, the Earth 
and other Materials of which they make their Banks 
and Kennels, or Hutts, by a wonderful Inſtinct. 
Its Ears are ſhort, round and hollow ; its Legs are 
five Inches long, its Feet fix Inches and eight Lines, 
and its Paws are three Inches and a half from the 
Heel to the end of the great Toe. Its Paws are 
form'd much like a Man's Hand, and they make 
uſe of em in feeding, as Apes do. The five Toes 
are join'd like thoſe of a Duck, with a Membrane 
of a Slate colour, Its Eyes are of the leſſer Size, in 
Proportion to the Bulk of its Body, and bear the 
Figure of a Rat's Eyes. Before its Muzzle there 
are four Fore-Teeth or Cutters, viz. two in each 
Jaw, as ina Rabbet, beſides which it has ſixteen 

rinders, that is, eight in the upper, and as many 
in the lower Mandible. The Cutters are above an 
Inch long, and a quarter of an Inch broad, being 
very ſtrong and ſharp like a Cutlas; for a Beaver 
aſliſted by its Aſſociates, (if I may ſo call its Fellow- 
Beavers) cuts down Trees as big as a Hogſhead ; 
which I could never have believ'd, if I had not ob- 


ſerv'd with my own Eyes, above twenty Trunks of 


Trees cut down in that faſhion. A Beaver has two 
Lays of Hair; one is long, and of a ſhining black 
Colour, with a Grain as big as that of Man's Hair; 
the other is fine and ſmooth, and in Winter fifteen 
Lines long: In a word, the laſt is the fineſt Down in 
the World. The Skin of ſuch a Beaver as I have 


nov deſcrib'd, will be two Pound weight, but the 


Price 
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Price varies according to the Goodneſs. In Winter 
and Autumn the Fleſh of a Beaver eats very well, 
if it be roaſted. Thus, Sir, I have preſented you 
with an exact Deſcription of theſe reputed Amphi- 
bious Animals which make ſuch Structures, thar all 


the Art of Man can ſcarce equal. Upon another 


occaſion perhaps I may give you a circumſtantial 
Account of their wonderful Structure, which I de- 
cline at preſent, becauſe the Digreſſion would be 
too tedious, 


To return to my Voyage. After our Arrival in 


the Bay of Ponteouatamis, we bid adieu to the Na- 
| vigation upon the Lakes of Canada; and ſetting out 
| Sept. 30, arriv'd Octob. 2 at the Foot of the Fall of 


Kakalin, after ſtemming ſome little Currents in the 
River of Puants. The next Day we accompliſh'd 
the ſmall Land-carriage, and on the 5th arriv'd be- 
fore the Village of Kikapous, in the Neighbourhood 


of which I incamp'd the next Day, in order to re- 


ceive Intelligence, That Village ſtands upon the 
Brink of a little Lake, in which the Savages fiſh 
great Quantities of Pikes and Gudgeons. I found 
only thirty or forty Men fit for War in the Place, 
for the reſt were gone a Beaver-hunting ſome Days 
before. The 7th I reimbarqu'd, and rowing hard, 
made in the Evening the little Lake of Malominis, 
where we kill'd Bucks and Buſtards enough for Sup- 
per. We went aſhoar that Night, and built Hutts 
for our ſelves upon a Point of Land that ſhoots out; 
by Break of Day I went in a Canow to the Village, 
and after an Hour's Conference with ſome of the Sa- 
vages preſented em with two Rolls of Tobacco, and 
they, by way of Acknowledgement, made me a Pre- 
ſent of two or three Sacks of Oatmeal : For the Sides 
of the Lake are cover'd with a ſort of Oats, which 
grows in Tufts, with a tall Stalk, and of which the 
Savages reap Nan The th ] arriv'd at 
the Foot of Outagamis Fort, were I found but few 

| People ; 
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People; however, they gave me a very kind Re- 
ception, for after dancing the Calumet before the 
Door of my Hutt, they made me a Preſent of Veni. 
ſon and Fiſh, Next Day they convey'd me up the 
River, to the Place where their Folks were hunt- 
ing the Beavers. The 117% we imbarqu'd, and land- 
ed the 13th upon the Shoar of a little Lake, where 
the Head of that Nation reſided. After we had 
rear'd up our Hutts, that General gave me a Viſit, 
and inquir'd which way I intended to move. 1 
made Anſwer, that I was ſo far from deſigning to 
march toward the Nadoueſſious his Enemies, that! 
ſhould not come near 'em by 100 Leagues ; and to 
confirm the Innocence of my Intentions, I pray'd 
him to ſend ſix Warriors to accompany me to the 
long River, which I deſign'd to trace up to its Source 
He reply'd, that he was extream glad to find that! 
carry'd neither Arms nor Cloaths to the Nadoueſſious; 
that he ſaw I had not the Equipage of a Coureur de 
Bois, but that on the contrary, I had ſome Diſcove- 
ry in my View. At the ſame time he caution'd me 
not to venture too far up that Noble River, by rea- 
ſon of the Multitudes of People that I would find 
there, though they have no Stomach for War: He 
meant, that ſome numerous Party might ſurprize 
me in the Night-time. In the mean time, inſtead 
of the ſix Warriors that 1 deſir'd, he gave me ten, 
who underſtood the Lingua, and knew the Country 
of the Eokoros, with whom his Nation had main- 
tain'd a Peace of twenty Years ſtanding. I ſtay d 
two Days with this General, during which time he 
regal'd me nobly, and walk'd about with me to give 
me the Satisfaction of obſerving the Diſpoſure of the 
Cottages of the Beaver-hunters ; a Deſcription of 
which, you may expect in another Place; I preſent- 
ed him with a Fulce, twelve Flint-ſtones, two Pound 
of Powder, four Pound of Ball, and a little Axe, 
and I gave each of his two Sons a great Coat, and 


a Roll 
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Roll of Braſil Tobacco. Two of the ten Warriors 
that he gave me, could ſpeak the Language of the 
Outaouas, which I was well pleasd with; not that I 
was a Stranger to their own Language, for between 
that and the Algoukin there is great Difference, but 
in regard that there were ſeveral Words that puzled 
me. My four Outaouas were tranſported with this 
little Reinforcement, and were then ſo incouraged, 
that they told me above four times, that we might 
venture ſafely fo far as the Plantation of the Sun. 
| embarqued witHh this ſmall Guard the 165 about 
Noon, and arriv'd that Night at the Land Carriage 
of Ouiſconfinc, which we finiſh'd in two Days, that 
is, we left the River of Puants, and tranſported our 

Canows and Baggage to the River Oui/confinc 
which is not above three quarters of a League diſ- 
tant, or thereabouts. I ſhall ſay nothing of the Ri- 

ver we left, but that twas muddy, full of Shelves, 

and incloſed with a ſteep Coaſt, Marſhes, and 
frightful Rocks. Y 

The 19th we embarqu'd upon the River Ouiſcan- 
finc, and being favour'd by a ſlack Current, arriv'd 
in four Days at the Place where it empties it ſelf 

into the River Miſſiipi; which is about half a 

League broad in that part. The Force of the Cur- 

rent, and the Breadth of that River, is much the 
lame as that of the Loire. It lies North-Eaſt, and 
South-Weſt ; and its Sides are adorn'd with Meadows, 
lofty Trees and Firs. I obſery'd but two Iſlands up- 
on it, though there may be more, which the Dark- 
neſs of the Night hid from us as we came down. 
The 234 we landed upon an Iſland in the River 
Miſſifipi, over againſt the River I ſpoke of but now, 
and were in hopes to find ſome wild Goats there, 
but had the 11]. fortune to find none. The Day af- 
ter we croſt to t'other Side of the River, ſaunding it 
every where, as we had done the'Day before, and 
bound nine Foot Water in the ſhalloweſt Place. The 
2 2d 
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ad of November we made the Mouth of the Long 
River, having firſt ſtem'd ſeveral rapid Currents of 
that River, though twas then at loweſt Ebb. In 

this little Paſſage we kill'd ſeveral wild Beeves which 
we broil'd, and catch'd ſeveral large Dabs. On the 
3d we enter' d the Mouth of the Long River, which 
looks like a Lake full of Bull-ruſhes ; we found in 
the middle of it a narrow Channel, upon which we 
ſteer'd till Night, and then lay by to ſleep in our 
Canows. In the Morning I enquir d of my ten 
Outagamis, it we had far to fail before we were 
clear of the Ruſhes, and receiv'd this Anſwer, that 
they had never been in the Mouth of that River 
before, though at the ſame time they aſſur'd me, 
that about twenty Leagues higher, the Banks of it 
were clad with Woods and Meadows. Burt after all 
we did not fail ſo far, for about ten a Clock next 
Morning the River came pretty narrow, and the 
Shoar was cover'd with lofty Trees; and after con- 
tinuing our Courſe the reſt of that Day, we had 
Proſpect of Meadows now and then. That ſame 
Night we landed at a Point of Land, with a Deſign 
to dreſs our broil'd Meat, for at that time we had 
none freſh. The next Day we ſtop'd at the firlt 
Iſland we ſaw, in which we found neither Man nor 
Beaſt; and the Evening drawing near, I was un- 
willing to venture far into it, ſo we e'en cantented 
our ſelves with the catching of ſome ſorry Fiſh. 
'The 67h a gentle Gale ſprung up, which wafted us 
to another Iſland about 12 Leagues higher, where 
we landed. Our Paſſage to this Place was very 
quick, notwithſtanding the great Calm that always 
prevails upon the River, which I take to be the leaſt 
rapid River in the World. But the Quickneſs of 
the Paſſage was not the only Surpriſal, for I wa 
amaz'd that I ſaw no Harts, nor Bucks, nor Tur- 
keys, having met with em all along in the other Parts 


of my Diſcovery. The 7 the ſame Wind drove us 
| to 
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to a third Iſland, that lay ten or twelve Leagues 
off the ſormer, which we quitted in the Morning. 
In this third Ifland our Savages kill'd thirty or forty 
Pheaſants which I was not ill pleas d with. 
The 8th the Wind proving unſerviceable to us, 
by reaſon that 'twas intercepted by Hills cover'd 
with Firs, we ply'd our Oars; and about two in the 
Afternoon, deſcry'd on the left Hand large Mea- 
dows, and ſome Huts at the diſtance of a Quarter 
of a League from the River. Upon this Diſcovery, 
| our Savages and ten of the Soldiers jump'd upon the 
Shoar, and directed their Courſe to the Houſes, 
where they found fifty or ſixty Huntſmen prepar'd to 
receive em, with their Bows and Arrows. As ſoon 
as the Huntſmen heard the Voice of che Outagamis, 
they threw down their Arms, and preſented the 
Company with ſome Deer that they had juſt kill'd, 
which they likewiſe help'd to carry to my Canows. 
The Benefactors were ſome of the Eokoros, who had 
left their Villages, and come thither to hunt. I pre- 
ſented *em, more out of Policy, than Acknowledg- 
ment, with Tobacco, Knives and Needles, which 
they could not but admire. Upon this, they re- 
paird with Expedition to their Villages, and gave 
their Aſſociates to underſtand, what a good ſort of 
People they had met with; which had ſo much In- 
fluence, that the next Day towards the Evening, 
there appear'd upon the River-ſide above two thou» 
land Savages, who fell a dancing as ſoon as they 
deſcry d us. Thereupon, our Outagamis went aſhoar, 
and after a ſhort Conference, ſome of the princi- 
| pal Savages, imbarqu'd on board of our Canows, 
and fo we all ſteer'd to the chief Village, which we 
did not reach till Midnight. I order'd our Huts 
to be made up on a Point of Land near a little Ri- 
ver, at the Diſtance of a quarter of a League from 
the Village. Though the Savages preſs'd me ex- 
treamly to lodge in one of their Villages, yet none. 
I | went 
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went with em but the Outagamis, and the four Ou- 


taouas, who at the ſame time caution'd the Savages 


not to approach to our Camp in the Night-time. 
Next Day I allow'd my Soldiers to refreſh and reſt 
themſelves; and went my ſelf to viſit the Grandees 
of this Nation, to whom I gave Preſents of Knives, 
Sciſſars, Needles, and Tobacco. They gave me to 
underſtand, that they were infinitely well pleas'd 
with our Arrival in their Country, for that they 
had heard the Savages of other Nations ſpeak very 
honoura! ly of the Zrerch. I] took leave of em on 
the 120, and ſet out with a Convoy of five or ſix 
hundred Savages, who march'd upon the Shoar, 
keeping pace with our Canows. We paſs'd by ano- 
ther Village that lay to the right Hand, and ſtop'd 
at a third Village that was five Leagues diſtant from 
the firſt, but did not diſimbarque: For all that l 
deſign'd, was to make a Preſent to the leading Men 
of the Village, from whom I receiv'd more Indian 
Corn, and broil'd or dry'd Meat, than I had occaſion 
for. In fine, I paſs'd from Village to Village without 
ſtopping, unleſs it were to incamp all Night, or to 
preſent the Savages with ſome Trinkets; and fo 
ſteer'd on to the laſt Village, with a Deſign to get 
ſome Intelligence. As ſoon as we arriv'd at the End 
of this Village, the great Governor, who indeed 
was a venerable old Gentleman, ſent out Hunters 
to bring us good Cheer. He inform'd me, that ſixty 
Leagues higher I ſhould mect with the Nation of 
the Eſſauapes, who wag'd War with him; that if 
it had not been for their being at War, he would 
have given me a Convoy to their Country; that, 
however he meant to give up to me fix Slaves of 
that Country, which I might carry home, and make 
uſe of as I ſaw Occaſion ; and that in failing up the 
River, I had nothing to fear, but the being ſurpriz d 
in the Night-time. In fine, after he had inſtructed 
me in ſeveral very uſeful Circumſtances, I — 
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ately made every thing ready for my Departure. 
The Commanders of this People acquainted me 
that they had twelve Villages Peopled by 20, ooo 
Warriors; that their Number was much greater be- 
fore the War, which they wag'd at one time with 
the Nadoneſſis, the Panimoha, and the Eſſanapes. The 
People are very civil, and ſo far from a wild Savage 
temper, that they have an Air of Humanity and 
Sweetneſs. Their Huts are long, and round at the 
Top, not unlike thoſe of our Savages; but they are 
made of Reeds and Bulruſnes, interlac'd and ce- 
mented with a ſort of fat Earth. Both the Men and 
Women go naked all over, excepting their Privities. 
The Women are not ſo handſome, as thoſe who live 
upon the Lakes of Canada. There ſeems to be 
ſomething of Government and Subordination among 
this People; and they have their Houſes fortified 
with the Branches of Trees, and Faſcines ſtrength- 
ened with fat Earth, 

The 21 we imbarqu'd at the Break of Day, and 
landed that Night in an Ifland cover'd with Stones 
and Gravel, having paſs'd by another at which I 
would not put in, becauſe I would not flight the 
Opportunity of the Wind, which then ſtood very fair. 
Next Day the Wind ſtanding equally fair, we ſer 
out and continued our Courſe all that Day, and the 
following Night; for the fix Eſſanapes inform'd us, 
that the River was clean, and free from Rocks and 
Beds of Sand. The 234 we landed early in the 
Morning on the right Side of the River, in order 
to careen one of our Boats that ſprung a Leak. 
While that was doing, we dreſt ſome Veniſon that 
had been preſented me by the Commander of the 
laſt Village of the Eokoros ; and the adjacent Coun- 
try being repleniſh'd with Woods, the Savages of 
our Company went a Shooting in the Foreſts; but 
they faw nothing but ſmall Fowls, that they did not 
think fit to ſhoot at. As ſoon as we IIS 
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the Wind fell all of a ſudden, and fo we were forc'd 
to ply the Oars; but moſt of the Crew having ſlept 
bur little the Night before, they row'd but very 
faintly, which oblig'd me to put in at a great Iſland 
two Leagues higher; the ſix Eſſanapes Slaves hay» 
ing inform'd me, that this Iſland afforded great 
plenty of Hares, which 1 found to be true. Theſe 
Animals had a lucky Inſtinct in taking ſhelter in 
this Iſland, for there the Woods are ſo thick, that 
we were forc'd to ſet fire to ſeveral Places, before 
we could diſlodge 'em. 
Having made an end of our Game, my Soldiers 
fed heartily, and thereupon fell fo ſound aſleep that 
I could ſcarce get em wak'd upon a falſe Alarm, 
occaſion'd by a Herd of Wolves that made a noiſe 
among the Thickets upon the Continent. We re- 
imbarqu'd next Day at ten a Clock in the Morning, 
and did not run above twelve Leagues in two Days, 
by reaſon that the Savages of our Company would 
needs walk along the River ſide with their Guns, to 
ſhoot Geeſe and Ducks; in which they had very 
good Succeſs. After that we incamp'd juſt by the 
Mouth of a little River on the right Hand, and the 
Eſſauapes Slaves gave me notice, that the firſt of 
their Villages was not above ſixteen or eighteen 
Leagues off. Upon this Information, I ſent, oy the 
Advice of the Savages of our Company, two of the 
Slaves to give notice of our Arrival. The 26th we 
row'd briskly, in hopes to reach the firſt Village 
that Day ; but being retarded by the huge Quanti- 
ties of floating Wood, that we met in ſeveral Places, 
we were forc d to continue all Night in our Canous 
The 27th about ten or eleven a Clock we approach- 
ed to the Village, and after putting up the great 
Calumet of Peace upon the Prow of our Canows, 
lay upon our Oars. 
Upon our firſt Appearance, three or four hundred 
Eſſanapes came running to the Shoar, and, after 
dancing 
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dancing juſt over againſt us, invited us aſhoar. As 
ſoon as we came near the Shoar, they began to jump 
into our Canows ; but I gave 'em to know by the 
four Eſanapes Slaves, that I defir'd they ſhould re- 
tire, which they did immediately. Then I landed, 
being accompany'd with the Savages of our Com- 
pany, namely, the Outagamis, and the Outaouas, and 
with twenty Soldiers. At the ſame time I gave Or- 
ders to my Serjeants, to land and poſt Centries, 
As we ſtood upon the Shoar, all the Eſanapes proſtra- 
ted themſelves three or four times before us, with 
their Hands upon their Foreheads ; after which we 
were convoy'd to the Village with ſuch Acclama- 
tions of Joy, as perfectly ſtun'd us. Upon our Arri- 
val at the Gate, our Conductors ſtopp'd us, till the 
Governor, a Man of fifty years of Age, march'd out 
with five or ſix hundred Men arm'd with Bows and 
Arrows. The Outagamis of my Company perceiv= 
ing this, charg'd 'em with Inſolence in receiving 
Strangers with their Arms about em, and call'd 
out in the Eokoros Language, that they ought to lay 
down their Arms. But the Eſſanapes Slaves that I 
had ſent in the Day before, came up to me, and 
Fave me to underſtand, that 'twas their Cuſtom to 
and to their Arms on ſuch Occaſions, and that 
there was no Danger in the Caſe. However, the ob- 
ſtinate Outagamis oblig'd us to retire immediately 
to, our Canows: Upon which the leading Officer, 
and the whole Battalion, flung their Bows and Ar- 
rows aſide all on a ſudden. Then I return'd, and 
our whole Company enter'd the Village with their 
Fuſees in their Hands, which the Savages admir'd 
mightily. The Leader of the Savages conducted us 
to a great Hut, which look'd as if no body had 
livd in it before. When I and my twenty Soldiers 
had enter'd the Place, they ſtopp'd the Outagamis, 
affirming! that they did not deſerve the Privilege 
of entring within the Cottage of Peace, ſince they 
3 had 
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had endeavour'd to create a Difference, and occaſion 
a War between us and the Eſſanapes. In the mean 
time I order'd my Men to open the Door, and to 
call out to the Outagamis, that they ſhould offer no 
manner of Injury: But the Outagamis in ſtead of 
coming in, preſs d me to return with all Expedition 
to the Canows, which accordingly I did without Lofs 
of Lime, and carry<d with me the four Eſſanapes 
Slaves, in order to leave 'em at the firſt Village we 
came to We had no ſooner imbarqued, than the 
two other Slaves came to acquaint me that the Go- 
vernor would ſtop me in his River; but the Outa- 
gamis made Anſwer, that he could not do that 
without throwing a Mountain into it. In fine, we 
did not ſtand to diſpute the Matter ; and tho' 'twas 
then late, we row'd ſtrajght to the next Village, 
which lay about three Leagues off, During the 
time of this Paſſage, I us'd the Precaution of taking 
from my fix Slaves an exact Information of the Con- 
{titution of their Country, and particularly of the 
principal Village. They having aſſur'd me, that 
the Capital Canton was ſeated upon a ſort of a Lake, 
took up a Reſolution of not ſtopping at the other 
Villages, where I ſhould only loſe time, and laviſh 
my Tobacco, and ſteering directly to the Metropo- 
litan, in order to complain to their Generaliſhmo. 

| We arriv'd at the Capital Canton on the 3d of 
November, and there met with a very honourable 
Reception. The Outagamis of our Company com- 
plain'd of the Affront they had receiv'd ; but the 
Head General being alrcady inform'd of the Matter, 


made anſwer, that they ought to have carried off 


the Governor or Lezding Officer, and brought him 
along with them, In paſfing from the firſt Village 
to this, we run fifty Leagues, and were follow'd by 
a Proceſſion of People, that were much more ſoci- 
able than the Governor that offer'd us that Affront. 


After our Men had fitted up our Huts at the diſ- 
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' tance of a Cannon-ſhot from the Village; we went 


in a joynt Body with the Outagamis and the Huta- 
ouas, to the Cacick of that Nation ; and in the mean 
time the Eſſanapes Slaves were brought before him 
by ten of my Soldiers. I was actually in the Pre- 
ſence of this petty King, when theſe Slaves ſpent 
half an hour in proſtrating ucmſely 5 ſeveral times 
before him. 1 made him a Prefent »© Tobacco, 
Knives, Needles, Sciſſars, two Firelocks Plints, 
ſome Hooks, and a very pretty Cutlas. was 
better ſatisfied with theſe trifling things, whi«!: he 
had never ſeen before, than I could have been wich 
a plentiful Fortune. He teſtified his Acknowledg- 
ment of the Gift, by a Counter-preſent that was 
more ſolid, though not much more valuable, as 
conſiſting of Peaſe, Beans, Harts, Roe-bucks, Geeſe 
and Ducks, of which he ſent great plenty to our 
Camp: And indeed, we were extreamly well ſatis- 
fied with ſuch a ſeaſonable Preſent. He gave me 
to know, That, ſince I deſign'd to viſit the Gnacſi- 
tares, he would give me a Convoy of two or three 
hundred Men: That the Gnacſitares were a very 
honeſt ſort of People; and that both they and his 
People were link'd by a common Intercſt in guard- 
ing off the Mozeemlek, which were a turbulent and 
warlike Nation. He added, that the Nation laſt 
mention'd were very numerous; that they never 
took the Field without twenty thouſand Men at leaſt : 
That to repreſs the Incurſions and Inſults of that 
dangerous Enemy, the Gnacſitares and his Nation had 
maintain'd a Confederacy for ſix and twenty Years ; 
and that his Allies (the Guacſitares) were forc'd to 
take up their Habitation in Iſlands, where the Ene- 
my cannot reach em. I was glad to accept of his 
Convoy, and return'd him many thanks. I ask'd 
four Pirogues of him, which he granted very frank- 
ly, allowing me to pick and chuſe that Number out 
of fifty. Having thus concerted my Meaſures, I 
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was reſolv'd to loſe no time; and with that view 
order'd my Carpenters to plane the Pirogues ; by 
which they were thinner and lighter by one half 
The poor innocent People of this Country, could not 
conceive how we work 'd with an Axe; every ſtroke 
we gave they cry'd out, as if they had ſeen ſome 
new Prodigy ; nay, the firing of Piſtols could not 
divert em "Se that Amazement, though they were 
equally Strangers both to the Piſtol and the Axe. 
As ſoon as my Pirogues were got ready, I left my 
Canows with the Governor or Prince, and beg d 
of him that they might remain untouch'd by any 
body ; in which Point he was very faithful to me. 
cannot but acquaint you in this Place, that the 
higher I went up the River, I met with more Dif. 
cretion from the Savages. But in the mean time! 
muſt not take leave of the laſt Village, without giv- 
ing ſome Account of it. *Tis bigger than all the 
reſt, and is the Reſidence of the Great Commander 
or Generaliſſimo, whoſe Apartment is built by it 
ſelf towards the Side of the Lake, and ſurrounded 
with fiſty other Apartments, in which all his Rels- 
tions are lodg'd. When he walks, his way is ſtrewe 
with the Leaves of Trees: But commonly he is car- 
ry'd by fix Slaves. His Royal Robes are of the 
ſame Magnificence with thoſe of the Commander of 
the Okoros : For he is naked all over, excepting his 
lower Parts, which are cover'd with a large Scarf 
made of the Barks of Trees. 'The large Extent of 
this Village might juſtly intitle it to the Name of a 
City. 'The Houſes are built almoſt like Ovens, but 
they are large and high; and moſt of *em are of 
Reeds cemented with fat Earth. The Day before 
J left this Place, as I was walking about, I ſaw thirty 
or forty Women running at full ſpeed ; and being 
ſurpriz d with the Spectacle, ſpoke to the Outagamis 
to order my four Slaves to ſce what the Matter was; 
5 theſe Slaves were my only Interpreters in this 
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unknown Country. Accordingly they brought me 


word, that twas ſome new married Women, who 
were running to receive the Soul of an Old Fellow 
that lay a dying. From thence I concluded, that 
the People were Pytbagoreans ; and upon that Ap- 
prehenſion, ask'd em how they came to eat Ani- 
mals, into which their Souls might be transfus'd: 
But they made Anſwer, that the Tranſmigration of 
Souls is always confin'd to the reſpective Species, 


ſo that the Soul of a Man cannot enter into a Fowl, 


as that of a Fowl cannot be lodg d in a Quadruped, 
and ſo on. The Okoros, of both Sexes, are fully 
as handſome and as clever, as this People. 

December the 4tb, I took leave of this Village, ha- 
ving ten Soldiers on board of my Pirogue, beſides 
the ten Oumamis, the four Outaonas, and the four 
Eſanapes Slaves, that I have mention'd ſo often. 
Here ended the Credit and Authority of the Calumet 
of Peace, for the Gnacſitares are not acquainted with 
that Symbol of Concord. 'The firſt Day we had 
enough to do to run fix or ſeven Leagues, by rea- 
ſon of the Bulruſhes with which the Lake is incum- 
ber d. The two following 2 we ſail'd twenty 
Leagues. The 4b Day a Weſt-North-Weſt Wind 
ſur prizʒ d us with ſuch a boiſterous Violence, that we 
were forc'd to put aſhoar, and lay two Days upon 
a ſandy Ground, where we were in Danger of ſtary- 
ing for Hunger and Cold; for the Cauntry was fo 
barren, that we could not find a Chip of Wood 
wherewith to warm our ſelyes, or to dreſs our Victu- 
als; and as far as our Eye could reach, there was 
nothing to be ſeen but Fens cover d with Reeds 
and Clay, and naked Fields. Having indur'd this 
Hardſhip we ſet out again, and row'd to a little 
Iſland, upon which we incamp'd, but found nothing 
there but green Fields; however, to make ſome 
Amends, we fiſh'd up great numbers of little Trouts, 
upon which we fed very heartily. At laſt, after 
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failing ſix Days more, we arriv'd at the Point ot 
' Lands-end of that Iſland which you ſee mark d in 
my Map with a Flower-de-luſe. Twas then the 
I9th Day of December, and we had not yet felt al 
the rigorous Hardſhips of the Cold. As ſoon as 
had landed and fitted up my Tents or Huts, I de. 
tach'd my Eſſanapes Slaves to the firſt of the three 
Villages that lay before us; for I had avoided ſtop. 
ping at ſome Villages in an Iſland upon which ye 
coaſted in the Night-time. The Slaves return'd in 
a great Alarm, occaſion'd by the unfavourable An. 
{wer they receiv'd from the Enacſitares, who took u 
for Spaniards, and were angry with them for con. 
ducting us to their Country. I ſhall not be minute 
in every Particular that happen'd, for fear of tiring 
your Patience. *Tis ſufficient to acquaint you, that 
upon the Report of my Slaves I immediately em- 
barqu'd, and poſted my ſelf in another Ifland that 
lay in the middle between the great Iſland and the 
Continent ; but 1 did not ſuffer the Eſſanapes to be 
in my Camp. In the mean time the Gnacſitares ſent 
expeditious Couriers to the People that live eighty 
Leagues to the Southward of them, to deſire they 
would ſend ſome of their Number to examine us; 
for that People were ſuppos'd to be well acquainted 
with the Spaniards of New Mexico, The Length of 
the Journey did not diſcourage em, for they came as 
chearfully as if it had been upon a National Con- 
cern; and after taking a View of our Cloaths, our 
Swords, our Fuſees, our Air, Complexion, and 
manner of Speech, were forced to own that we were 
not true Spaniards. Theſe Conſiderations, join d 
to the Account I gave em of the Reaſons upon which 
I undertook the Voyage, of the War we were ingag d 
in againſt Spain, and of the Country to the Eaſtward 
that we poſſeſs d; theſe, I ſay, had ſo much Influ- 
ence, as to undeceive em. Then they invited me 


to encamp in their Iſland, and brought me a ſort of 
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Grain not unlike our Lentils, that grows plentifully 
in that Country. I thank'd em for their Invitation, 
and told em that I would not be oblig'd to diſtruſt 
them, nor give them any occaſion to diſtruſt me. 
However, I croſs d with my Savages and ten Sol- 
diers well arm'd ; and after breaking the Ice in cer- 
tain Places (for it had freez'd hard for-ten or twelve 
Days) I landed within two Leagues of one of their 
Villages, to which I walk'd up by Land. Tis need- 
leſs to mention the Particulars of the Ceremony with 
which I was receiv'd, it being the ſame with what I 
deſcrib'd upon other Occaſions; I ſhall only take 
occaſion to acquaint you, that my Preſents made a 
wonderful Impreſſion upon the Minds of theſe 
People, whom I ſhall call a raſcally Rabble, tho' at 
the ſame time they are the politeſt Nation I have 
yet ſeen in this Country. Their Governor bears 
the Figure of a King more than any of the other 
Commanders of the Savages. He has an abſolute 
Dominion over all the Villages which are deſcrib'd 


in my Map. In this and the other Iſlands I ſaw 


large Parks, or Incloſures, ſtock'd with wild Beeves 
for the uſe of the People. I had an Interview for 
two Hours together with the Governor, or the 
Cacick ; and almoſt our whole Conference related 
to the Spaniards of New Mexico, who, as he aſſur d 
me, were not diſtant from his Country above eight 

TaZous, each of which is three Leagues. I mu 

own indeed, I was as curious upon this Head as he 
was; and I wanted an Account of the Spaniards 
from him, as much as he did from me: In fine, we 
reciprocally inform'd one another of a great many 
Particulars relating to that Head. He requeſted me 
to accept of a great Houſe that was prepar'd for me; 
and his firſt piece of Civility conſiſted in calling in a 


great many Girls, and preſſing me and my Retinue 


to ſerve our ſelves. Had this Temptation been 
thfown in our way at a more ſeaſonable time, it had 
prov'd 
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prov'd irxeſiſtable; but *twas not an agreeable Meſſ hi 
for Paſſengers that were infeebled by Labour and 1 
Want. Sine Cerere & Baccho friget Venus. Aſter B 
he made us ſuch a civil Proffer, the Savages, upon 


my Inſtance, repreſented to him, that my Detach- 1 
ment expected me at a certain Hour, and that if ] at 
ſtay'd longer, they would be in Pain for me. This 1 
Adventure happen'd on the 7th of Fanuary. 4 
Two Days after, the Cacick came to ſee me, and re 
brought with him four hundred of his own Subjects, br 
and four Mozeemlek Savages, whom I took for $p4- W 
niards. My Miſtake was occaſion'd by the great Dif- ed 
ference between theſe two American Nations; for, ha 
the Mozeemlek Savages were cloathed, they had a as 
thick buſhy Beard, and their Hair hung down un- ab 
der their Ears; their Complexion was ſwarthy, their T 
Addreſs was civil and ſubmiſſive, their Mien grave, on 
and their Carriage engaging. Upon theſe Confide- dr 
rations I could not imagine that they were Savages, me 
tho' after all I found my ſelf miſtaken, Theſe four . fa 
Slaves gave me a Deſcription of their Country, which pre 
the Cnacſitares repreſented by way of a Map upona tog 
Deer's Skin; as you ſee it drawn in this Map. Their G0 
Villages ſtand upon a River that ſprings out of a Ridge of 
of Mountains, from which the long River likewiſe bli 
derives its Source, there being a great many Brooks call 
there which by a joint Confluence form the River. the 
When the Gnacſitares have a mind to hunt wild Say 
Beeves, they ſet out in Pirogues, which they make uſe Pec 


of till they come to the Croſs mark'd thus (5) in wit] 
the Map, at the Confluence of two little Rivers. The upo 
Hunting of the wild Bulls, with which all the Val- the 
leys are cover'd in Snmmer, is ſometimes the Occaſi- Ene 
on of a cruel War: For the other Croſs (+) which em 
you ſee in the Map is one of the Boundaries or Li- oft 
mits of Mozeemlek ;'and if either of theſe two Nations for 
advances but a little beyond their Limits, it gives W W. 
Riſe to a bloody Engagement. The Mountains I 


ſpoke 
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ſpoke of but now, are ſix Leagues broad, and ſo 
high that one muſt caſt an Infinity of Windings and 
Turnings before he can croſs em. Bears and wild 
Beaſts are their only Inhabitants. 

The Mozeemlek Nation is numerous and puiſſant. 
The four Slaves of that Country inform'd me, that 
at the diſtance of 150 Leagues from the Place where 
I then was, their principal River empties it ſelf into 
a Salt Lake of three hundred Leagues in Circumfe- 
rence, the Mouth of which is about two Leagues 
broad: That the lower part of that River is adorn'd 
with ſix noble Cities, ſurrounded with Stone cement- 
ed with fat Earth: That the Houſes of theſe Cities 
have no Roofs, but are open above like a Platform, 
as you ſee em drawn in the Map: That beſides the 
abovemention'd Cities, there were above an hundred 
Towns, great and ſmall, round that ſort of Sea, up- 
on which they navigate with ſuch Boats as you ſee 
drawn in the Map : 'That the People of that Country 
made Stuffs, Copper Axes, and ſeveral other Manu- 
ſactures, which the Outagamis and my other Inter- 
preters could not give me to underſtand, as being al- 
together unacquainted with ſuch things: 'That their 
Government was Deſpotick, and lodg d in the Hands 
of one great Head, to whom the reſt paid a trem- 
bling Submiſſion : That the People upon that Lake 
call themſelves Tabuglauk, and are as numerous as 
the Leaves of Trees, (ſuch isthe Expreſſion that the 
Savages uſes for an Hyperbole:) That the Mozeemlek 
People ſupply the Cities or Towns of the Tabuglauk 
with great numbers of little Calves which they take 
upon the abovemention'd Mountains: and, That 
the Tubuglauk make uſe of theſe Calves for ſeveral 
Ends; for, they not only eat their Fleſh, but bring 
em up to Labour, and make Cloaths, Boots, Ee. 
of their Skins. They added, That 'twas their Miſ- 
fortune to be took Priſoners by the Gnacſitares in the 
War which had laſted for eighteen Years ; but, cher 


126 | Some New Voyages 


they hoped a Peace would be ſpeedily concluded, 
upon which the Priſoners would be exchang'd, pur. 
ſuant to the uſual Cuſtom. 'They glory'd in the 
Poſſeſſion of a greater Meaſure of Reaſon than the 
Gnacſitares could pretend to, to whom they allow no 
more than the Figure of a Man; for they look upon 
em as Beaſts otherwiſe. To my mind, their Notion 
upon this Head is not ſo very extravagant; for I ob- 
ſerv'd ſo much Honour and Politeneſs in the Con. 
verſation of theſe four Slaves, that I thought I had 
to do with Europeans: But, after all, I muſt conſeſs, 
that the Gnacſitares are the moſt tractable Nation! 
met with among all the Savages. One of the four 
Mozeemlek Slaves had a reddiſh ſort of a Copper Me. 
dal hanging upon his Neck, the Figure of which i; 
repreſented in the Map. I had it melted by Mr. a 
Ponti's Gun-ſmith, who underſtood ſomething of 
Metals; but it became thereupon heavier, and deep- 
er colour d, and withal ſomewhat tractable. I deſir 
the Slaves to give me a circumſtantial Account of 
theſe Medals; and accordingly they gave me to un- 
derſtand, that they are made by the Tabuglauk, who 
are excellent Artizans, and put a great Value upon 
ſuch Medals. I could pump nothing farther out of 
em, with relation to the Country, Commerce and 
Cuſtoms of that remote Nation. All they could fay 
was, that the great River of that Nation runs all a- 
long Weſtward, and that the falt Lake into which it 
falls, is three hundred Leagues in Circumference, and 
thirty in Breadth, its Mouth ſtretching a great way 
to the Southward. I would fain have fatisfied my 
Curioſity in being an Eye-witneſs of the Manners 
and Cuſtoms of the Tahuglauk; but that being im- 
practicable, I was forc'd to be inſtructed at ſecond 
Hand by theſe Mozeemlek Slaves; who affur'd me, 
upon the Faith of a Savage, that the Tabuglauk wear 
their Beards two Fingers breadth long; that their 


Garments reach down to their Knees ; that they co- 
vel 
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yer their Heads with a ſharp-pointed Cap ; that they 
always wear a long Stick or Cane in their Hands, 
which is tipp'd, not unlike what we uſe in Europe; 
that they wear a ſort of Boots upon their Legs which 
reach up to the Knee ; that their Women never ſhew 


on themſelves, which perhaps proceeds from'the ſame 
on Principle that prevails in Italy and Spain; and, in 
ob- WW fine, that this People are always at War with the 
on. puiſſant Nations that are ſeated in the Neighbour- 
had hood of the Lake; but withal, that they never diſ- 
fels, quiet the ſtrowling Nations that fall in their way, 
on! by reaſon of their Weakneſs: An admirable Leſſon 
four for ſome Princes in the World, who are ſo much in- 
Me. tent upon the making uſe of the ſtrongeſt Hand. 
þ is This was all I could gather upon that Subje&t.:My 
r. de Curioſity prompted me to deſire a more particular 
g of Account ; but unluckily I wanted a good Interpre- 
leep- ter; and having to do with ſeveral Perſons that did 
efird not well underſtand themſelves, I could make no- 
at of thing of their incoherent Fuſtian. I preſented the 
o ur poor miſerable Slaves with ſomething in proportion 
„who to the Cuſtom of that Country, and endeavour'd to 
upon erſuade em to go with me to Canada, by making 
ut of em ſuch Offers as in their Eſteem would appear like 
e and Mountains of Gold ; but the Love they had for their 
1d fay Country ſtifled all Perſuaſions; fo true it is, that Na- 
alla: ture reduced to its juſt Limits cares but little for 
hich it Riches. 

e, and In the mean time it. began to thaw, and the Wind 
at way chop'd about to the South-weſt ; upon which I gave 


ed my 
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notice to the great Cacique of the Cnacſitares, that 1 

had a mind to return to Canada. Upon that occaſion 
I repeated my Preſents; in Compenſation of which, 
ſecond WM my Pirogues were ſtow'd with Beef as full as they 
r'd me, could hold, This done, I embarqu'd, and croſs d 
1k ea over from the little Iſland to the Continent, where I 
at theit I fixed a great long Pole, with the Arms of France done 
they oy upon a Plate of Lead. I ſet out the 26th of January, 
ve and 
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and arrived ſafe on the 5th of February in the Country 
of the Eſſanapes. We had much more Pleaſure in 
failing down the River, than we had in going up; 
for we had the agreeable Diverſion of — bud 
Huntſmen ſhooting the Water-Fowl, that are plen- 
tiful upon that River. You muſt know, that the 
Stream of the Long River is all along very ſlack and 
eaſy, abating for about three Leagues between the 
fourteenth and fifteenth Village ; for there indeed its 
Current may be call'd rapid. The Channel is ſo 
ſtraight, that it ſcarce winds at all from the Head to 
the Lake. Tis true tis not very pleaſant ; for moſt 
of its Banks have a diſmal Proſpect, and the Water 
it ſelf has an ugly Taſte; but then its Uſefulneſs at- 
tones for ſuch Inconvenĩencies; for, tis navigable 
with the greateſt Eaſe, and will bear Barques of fifty 
Ton, till you come to that Place which is mark d 
with a Flower-de-luce in the Map, and where I put 
up the Poſt that my Soldiers chriſten d Ja Hontan s Li- 
mit. March 2. I arriv'd in the Miſſiſipi, which was 
then much deeper and more rapid than before, by 
reaſon of the Rains and Land-floods, To ſave the 
Labour of rowing ; we then lefr our Boats to the 
Current, and arriv'd on the roth in the Iſland of 
Rencontres, which took its Name from the Defeat 
of 400 Iroqueſe accompliſh'd there by 300 Nadoueſſis. 
The Story of the Encounter is briefly this: A Party 
of 400 Iroqueſe having a Mind to ſurpriſe a certain 
People in the Neighbourhood of the Otentas (of whom 
more anon) march'd to the Country of the Hlineſe, 
where they built Canows, and were furniſh'd with 
Proviſions. After that they embarqu'd upon the Ri- 
ver Miſſiſipi, and were diſcover d by another little 
Fleet that was ſailing down the other fide of the ſame 
River. The Iroque/e croſs d over immediately to that 
Iſland, which is ſince call'd Aux Rencontres. The 
Nadoue ſſis, i. e. the other little Fleet, being ſuſpici- 
ous of ſome ill Deſign, without knowing what * 
P 
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ple they were, (for they had no Knowledge of the 
ſroqueſe but by Hear- ſay); upon this Suſpicion, I ſay, 
they tugg'd hard to come up with 'em. The two 
Armies poſted themſelves upon the Point of the 
Iſland, where the two Croſſes are put down in the 
Map; and as ſoon as the Nadoueſſis came in fight, the 
Iroqueſe cry d out in the I/lineſe Language, Who are 
1 To which the Nadoueſſis anſwer d, Sorde body: 
And putting the like Queſtion to the Iroqueſe, receiv d 
the fame Anſwer, Then the Jrogueſe put this Queſ- 
tion to em, Where are you a going? To hunt Beeves, 
reply'd the Nadoueſſis. But pray, ſays the Nadoweſſis, 
what's your __ ? To bunt Men, reply'd the Iro- 
queſe. *Tis well, ſays the Nadoueſſis, we are Men, 
and ſo you need go no farther. Upon this Challenge 
the two Parties diſembarqu'd, and the Leader of the 
Nadoueſſis cut his Canows to pieces; and aftet repre- 
ſenting to his Warriors that they behov d either to 
conquer or die, march'd up to the Jroqueſe; who 
receiv'd 'em at firſt Onſet with a Cloud of Arrows 
But the Nadoueſſis having ſtood their firſt Diſcharge, 
which kill'd em eighty Men, fell in upon em with 
their Clubs in their Hands, before the others could 
charge again; and fo routed em entirely. This En- 
gagement laſted for two Hours, and was ſo hot, that 
two hundred and ſixty Iroqueſe fell upon the Spot, 
and the reſt were all taken Priſoners, Some of the 
Iroqueſe indeed attempted to make their Eſcape aftef 
the Action was over ; but the victorious General ſent 
ten or twelve of his Men to purſue em in one of the 
Canows that he had taken ; and accordingly they were 
all overtaken and drown'd. The Nadoueſſis having 
obtain d this Victory, cut off the Noſes and Ears of 
two of the clevereſt Priſoners; and ſupplying em with 
Fuſees, Powder, and Ball, gave em the liberty of 
returning to their own Country, in order to give their 
ntry-men to underſtand, that they ought not to 

employ Women to hunt after Men any longer. 


The 
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The 12th we arriv'd at the Village of the Otentas, m 
where we took in a plentiful Proviſion of Turkey p 
Corn, of which theſe People have great ſtore. They as 
inform'd us, that their River was pretty rapid, and 
rook its Riſe from the neighbouring Mountains; and ſo 
that the upper Part of it wasadorn'd with ſeveral Vil- 
lages inhabited by the People call'd Panimaba, Pane- ha 
aſſa, and Pauetonka. But conſidering that I was th: 


ſtraitned for time, and that I ſaw no probability of to 
learning what 1 wanted to know with reference to bu 
the Spaniards, I took leave of 'em the next Day, of, 
which was the 13th, and in four Days time, by the Nig 
help of the Current and our Oars, made the River ries 
of the Aiſſouris. This done, we run up againſt the con 
Stream of that River, which was at leaſt as rapid that 
as the Mi ſſiſipi was at that time; and arriv d on the to h 


18th at the firſt Village of the Miſſouris, where! bac] 
only ſtop'd to make the People ſome Preſents that dy f 
procur'd me a hundred 'Turkeys, with which that Was 
People are wonderfully well ſtock d. After that, nor, 
we row'd hard againſt the Stream, and landed next 
Night near the ſecond Village. As ſoon as I arrivd, were 


I detach'd a Serjeant with ten Soldiers to convoy keyo 
the Outagamis to the Village, while the reſt of my or pa 
Crew were buſied in fitting up our Hutts and un- . a 

en 


loading our Canows. It happen'd unluckily that 
neither the Soldiers nor the Outagamis could make 
the Savages underſtand em; and the latter were 
Juſt ready to fall upon 'em, when an old Fellow cry d 
out, that the Strangers were not without more com- 
pany, for that he had diſcover'd our Hutts and Ca- 
n6ws. Upon this, the Soldiers and the Outagamis 
retir d in a great Conſternation, and advis'd me to 
keep a ſtrong Guard all Night, About two a 
Clock in the Morning two Men approach'd to out 
little Camp, and call d in Hlineſe, that they wanted 
an Interview; upon which the Outagamis, being ex- 


treamly well ſatisfied that there was ſome body a- 
mong 
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mong em who could underſtand what they ſaid, re- 


ply'd in Nlineſe, that they ſhould be very welcome 
'y as ſoon as the Sun appear d in the Horizon. Neyer- 
id theleſs, the Outagamis reſented the former Affront 
ad ſo much, that they importun'd me all Night long to 
il ſet fire to the Village, and put all the ſcoundrel In- 


| habitants to the Sword. I made Anſwer to em,; 
that twas our buſineſs to be wiſer than they, and 
to bend our Thoughts, not upon a fruitleſs Revenge, 
but upon the Diſcovery that we were then in queſt 
of. At the break of Day the two Adventurers of the 
Night came up to us, and after putting Interrogato- 
ries to us for the ſpace of two Hours, invited us to 


the come up to their Village. The Outagamis reply d, 
pid bat the Head or Governor of their Nation ought 
the to have ſaluted us ſooner ; and this oblig'd em to go 
201 back to give him Notice. After that we ſaw no bo- 
chat dy for three Hours; but at laſt, when our Impatience 


was juſt beginning to boil, we perceiv d the Gover- 
nor, who accoſted us in a trembling Poſture. He 
was accompany d with ſome of his own Men, who 
were loaded with broil'd or dry'd Meat, Sacks of Tur- 
key or Indian Corn, dry'd Raiſins, and ſome ſpeckled 
| or parti-colour'd Buck-skins. In confideration of this 
Preſent, I made 'em another of leſs conſequence. 


2 Then I brought on a Conference between the Ontas 
make mi of my Company and the two Night Meſſen- 
were ers, in order to make ſome Diſcovery of the Nature 
cry of the Country; but they till ſtop'd our Mouths 
com- Vith this Anſwer, that they knew nothing of the 


Matter, but that the other Nations that liv'd higher 
up, were able to inform us, Had I been of the ſame 
mind with the Outagamis, we had done noble Ex- 
ploits in this Place ; ur I conſider'd that twas my 


mm buſineſs to purchaſe the Knowledge of ſeyeral things, 
anted rhich I could not obtain by burning the Village, 
ag ex- 0 be ſhort, we reimbarqu'd that ſame Day, about 


dy 2. vo a Clock in the Afternoon, and rowed about four 
mon | K 2 Leagues 
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Leagues up the River, where we made the River of 
the Oſages, and encamp'd by its Mouth. That Night 
we had ſeveral falſe Alarms from the wild Beeve, 
upon which we made ſufficient Repriſals afterwards, 
for the next Day we kill d many of em notwithſtand. 
ing that it rain'd ſo heavily, that we could ſcarce 
ſtir out of our Hutts. Towards the Evening, when 
the Rain was over, and while we were tranſport. 
ing two or three of theſe Beeves to our little Camp, 
we eſpy'd an Army of the Savages upon a full March 
towards us. Upon that, my Men began to intrench 
themſelves, and to unload their Pieces with Worms, 
in order to charge 'em afreſh; but one of the Pieces 
happening to go off, the whole Body of the Enemy 
diſappear d, ſome ſtraggling one way, and ſome 
another; for theſe People were upon the ſame Font 
with the Nations that live upon the Long River, 
foraſmuch as neither of them had ever ſeen or hand 
led Fire-Arms. However, this Adventure mov 
the Outagamis ſo much, that to ſatisfy them, I wa 
oblig'd to re- embark that very Night, and return the 
ſame way that I came. Towards Midnight we came 
before a Village, and kept a profound Silence till 
Day-break, at which time we row'd up to ther 
Fort ; and upon our entring there, and diſcharging 
our Pieces in the Air, the Women, Children, and 
ſuperannuated Men, were put into ſuch a Conſter- 
nation, that they run from Place to Place calling out 
for Mercy. You muſt know, all their Warriors were 
abroad, and 'twas a Body of them that offer'd to 
attack us the Day before. The Outagemis perceiving 
the Conſternation of the Women and Children, call 
out, that they behov'd to depart the Village, and 
that the Women ſhould have time to take up ther 
Children. Upon that the whole Crew turn d out 
and we ſet fire to the Village on all fides. Thc... 
done, we purſu d our Courſe down that rapid Riv, wat. 
and enter'd the River Miſſiſipi on the 25th, early iſ bey 
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the Morning; the 26th, about three a Clock in the 
Afternoon, we deſcry d three or four hundred Sava- 
employed in the Hunting of Beeves, which 
warmed in all the Meads to the Weſtward. As ſoon 
as the Hunters ſpyed us, they made a Sign that we 
ſhould make towards em. Being ignorant who, or 
how numerous they were, we made a Halt at firſt; 
but at laſt we put in about a Musket-ſhot above em, 
calling out to 'em that they ſhould not approach to 
us in a Body, Upon that, four of their Number 
came up to us with a ſmiling Countenance, and gave 
us to know, in the [//ineſe Language, that they were 
Akanſas. We could not but credit their Report, for 
they had Knives and Sciſſars hanging upon their 
| Necks, and little Axes about em, which the [/line/e 
preſent 'em with when they meet. In fine, being 
aſſur'd that they. were of that Nation, which Mr. de 
4 Salle and ſeveral other Frenchmen were intimately 
acquainted with, we landed at the ſame Place; and 
they entertain'd us firſt with Dancing and Singing, 
and then with all ſorts of Meat. The next Day they 
cam bew d us a Crocodile that they had knock'd in the 
ce til Wi head two Days before, by a Stratagem that you'll 
| the BN fnd deſcrib'd in another Place: After that they gave 
arg" i us the Diverſion of a Hunting Match; for tis cuſto- 
1, and Bi mary with them, when they mean to divert them- 
onſter ſelves, to catch the Beeves by the different Methods 
ing ou lad down in this Cut. I put ſome Queſtions to em 
rs we: N relating to the Spaniards, but they could not reſolve 
er d u em All that 1 learn d from em was, that the A, 
ce baris and the Oſages are numerous and miſchievous 


„ „ Nations, equally void both of Courage and Honeſty; 
ge, au chat their Countries were water d with very great 
up thel Rivers; and, in a Word, were too good for them. 
nd wt After we had ſpent two Days with them, we pur- 
3. T19ied our Voyage to the River Ouabach, taking care 
d Reno watch the Crocodiles very narrowly, of which 
earl) Whey had told us incredible Stories. The next Day 
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weenter'd the Mouth of that River, and ſounded it, 
to try the Truth of what the Savages reported of its 
depth. In effect, we found there three Fathom and 
a half Water ; but the Savages of our Company al- 
ledg'd, that *twas more ſwell'd than uſually. They 
allagreed, that 'twas navigable an hundred Leagues 
up, and I wiſh'd heartily, that my Time had allow'd 
me to run up to its Source; but that being unſea- 
ſonable, I fail'd up againſt the Stream, till we came 
to the River of the [/lineſe, which we made on the 
gth of April with ſome Difficulty, for the Wind was 
againſt us the firſt two Days, and the Currents were 
very rapid. 

All I can ſay of the River Nſiſſiſipi, now that! 
am to take leave of it, is, that its narroweſt part 
js half a Leagne over, and the ſhalloweſt is a Fa- 
thom and a half deep; and that according to the In- 
formation of the Savages, its Stream is pretty gentle 
for ſeven or eight Months of the Year. As for Shelves 
or Banks of Sand, I met with none in it. *Tis full of 
Hes which look like Groves, by reaſon of the great 
plenty of Trees, and in the verdant Scaſon of the 
Year afford a very agreeable Proſpect. Its Banks 
are Woods, Meadows and Hills. I cannot be poſitive, 
whether it winds much in other Places; but as far as 
I could ſee, its Courſe is very different from that of 
our Rivers in France; for I muſt tell you by the Way, 
that all the Rivers of America run pretty ſtraight. 

The River of the Hineſe is intitled to Riches, by 
vertue of the benign Climate, and of the great quan- 
tities of Peer, Roe-Bucks, and Turkeys that feed 
upon its Brinks : not to mention ſeveral other Beaſts 
and Fowls, a Peſcription of which would require an 
intire Volume. If you ſaw but my Journal, you 
wauld be ſick of the tedious Particulars of our dai- 
ly Adventures both in Hunting and Fiſhing divers 
Species of Animals, and in Rencounters with the Sa- 


vages. In ſhort, the laſt thing I ſhall mention of 


this 
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this River, is, that the Banks are repleniſh'd with 
an Infinity of Fruit-Trees, which we ſaw in a diſmal 
Condition, as being ſtrip'd of their Verdure; and 
that among theſe Fruit- Trees, there are many Vines, 
which bear moſt beautiful Cluſters of very large 
Grapes. I ate ſome of theſe Grapes dry'd in the 
Sun, which had a moſt delicious Taſte. The Beavers 
are as unfrequent in this, as in the long River, 
where I ſaw nothing but Otters, of which the 
People make Furs for the Winter. | 
I ſet out from the Hlineſe River on the 10th of 
April, and by the help of a Weſt South-Weſt Wind, 
arrivd in fix Days at the Fort of Crevecoeur, where 
I met with Mr. de Tonti, who receiv'd me with all 
imaginable Civility, and is juſtly reſpected and ho- 
noured by the Iroqueſe, I ſtay'd three Days in this 
Fort, where there were thirty Coureurs de Bois that 
traded with the Hlineſe. The 20th I arriv'd at the 
Village of the //line/e ; and to leſſen the Drudgery of 
a great Land-carriage of twelye great Leagues, in- 
gag d four hundred Men to tranſport our Baggage, 
which they did in the ſpace of four Days, being 
incourag d by a Bribe of a great Roll of Braſil To- 
bacco, an hundred pound weight of Powder, two 
hundred weight of Ball, and ſome Arms, which 1 
gave to the moſt conſiderable Men of their Number. 
The 24th I arriv'd at Chekakoy, where my Outaga- 
mis took leave of me in order to return to their own 
Country, being very well ſatisfied with a Preſent I 
made 'em of ſome Fuſees, and ſome Piſtols. 'The 
25th I reimbarqu'd, and by rowing hard in a Calm, 
made the River of the Oumamis on the 28th, there 
I met four hundred Warriors, upon the very ſame 
Place where Mr. de la Salle had formerly built a 
Fort. Theſe Warriors were then imploy'd in burn- 
ing three Iroqueſe, who, as they faid, deſerv'd the 
Puniſhment ; and invited us 9 in the Pleaſure 
of the Show; for the Savages take it very ill if one 
K 4 refuſes 
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refuſes the Diverſion of ſuch real Tragedies. The 
Tragical Spectacle made me ſhrink, for the poor 
Wretches were put to inconceiveable Torture ; and 
upon that I reſolv'd to reimbarque with all Expedi- 
tion ; alledging for an Apology, that my Men had 
great ſtore of Brandy with 'em, and would certain- 
ly make themſelves drunk, in ſolemniſing their 
Victory, upon which they would be apt to commit 
Diſorders, that I could not poſſibly prevent. Ac- 
cordingly I went immediately on board, and after 
coaſting along the Lake, croſs'd the Bay de FOurs, 
and landed at M://il;makinac the 224. 

I am inform'd by the Sieur de S. Pierre de Rapan- 
tigni, who travel'd from Quebec hither upon the Ice, 
that Mr. de Denonville has took up a Reſolution of 
making a Peace with the Jroqueſe, in which he means 
ro comprehend the other Nations that are his A. 
lies; and with that View had given notice to hi; 
Allies, that they ſhould not infeſt the Iroqueſe. He 
acquaints me further, that Mr. de Denonwille has ſent 
orders to the Governor of this Place, to perſuade 
the Rat, (one of the Commanders of the Huron. 
to go down to the Colony, with a Deſign, to have 
him hang'd ; and that the Savage General being 2 
ware of the Deſign, has made a publick Declaration, 
that he will go thither on purpoſe to defy him. Ac- 
cordingly he deſigns to ſet out to Morrow with a 
great body of Outaouas, and ſome Conreurs de Bois, 
under the Command of Mr. Dulbut. As for the Sol: 
diers of my Detachment, I have diſpers'd em in 
ſeveral Canows among the Savages, and the Cou- 
reurs de Bois; but having ſome Buſineſs to adjuſt in 
this Place, 1 am obligd to tarry my ſelf ſeven or 
eight Days longer. | 

This, Sir, isthe true Account of my little Voyage. 
J have related nothing but the eſſential Circumſtan- 
ces; choofing to overlook the reſt, which are 0 
trifling, as to be unworthy of your Curioſity. fy 
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for the Mineſe Lake, tis three hundred Leagues in 
Circumference, as you may ſee by the Scale of 
Leagues upon the Map. Tis ſeated in an admirable 
Climate; its Banks are cloath'd with fine and tall 
Trees, and have but few Meads. The River of the 
Oumamis is not worth your Regard. The Bay de 
POurs qui dort, is of an indifferent large Extent, and 
receives the River upon which the Outaouas are wont 
to hunt Beavers every third Year. In ſhort, it has 
neither Shelves, Rocks, nor Banks of Sand. The 
Land which bounds it on the South-ſide, is reple- 
niſh'd with Roe-bucks, Deer, and Turkeys. Fare- 
wel, Good Sir; and aſſure your ſelf, that twill al- 
ways be a ſenſible Pleaſure to me, to amuſe you with 
an Account of the greateſt Curioſities I meet with. 
But now, Sir, I hope youggit not take it ill, that 
the Relation I here give yo, is only an Abridg- 
ment of my Voyage; For, in earneſt, to be mi- 
nute upon every particular Curioſity, would require 
more Time and Leiſure than I can ſpare. I have here 
ſent you a View of the ſubſtantial Part; and ſhall 
afterwards hope for an Opportunity of recounting 
to you by Word of Mouth, an Infinity of Adven- 
tures, Rencounters, and Obſervations, which may 
call up the reflecting Faculty of thinking Men. My 
own Thought is too ſuperficial to philoſophize upon 
the Origin, the Belief, the Manners and Cuſtoms 
of ſo many Savages; or to make any Advances 
with reference to the Extent of this Continent to the 
Weſtward. I have contented my ſelf with offerin 
ſome Thoughts upon the Cauſes of the bad Succeſs 
of the Diſcoveries, that ſeveral experienc'd Men 
have attempted in America, both by Sea and Land: 
And I flatter my ſelf, that my Thoughts upon that 
Head are juſt. The freſh Inſtances of Mr. de la 
Salle, and ſeveral other unlucky Diſcoverers, may 
afford a ſufficient and ſeaſonable Caution to thoſe, 


who for the future ſhall- yndertake to diſcover — 


# 


138 Some New Voyages 

the unknown Countries of this New World. Tis 
not every one that's qualify'd for ſuch an Enterpriſe, 
non licet omnibus adire Corinthum. *T'were an eaſy 
matter to trace the utmoſt Limits of the Country 
that lies to the Weſt of Canada, provided it be gone 
about in a proper Method. In the firſt place, in- 
ſtead of Canows, I would have ſuch Adventurers 
to make uſe of certain Sloops of a peculiar Structure, 
which might draw but little Water, and be port- 
able, as being made of light Wood; and withal 
carry thirteen Men, with 35 or 40 hundred weight 
of Stowage, and be able to bear the Shock of the 
Waves in the great Lakes. Courage, Health, and 
Vigilance, are not ſufficient of themſelves to qualify 
a Man for ſuch Adventures; he ought to be pol- 
ſeſsd of other Talents, which are rarely met with 
in one and the ſame Perſon. The Conduct of the 
three hundred Men that accompany'd me upon this 
Diſcovery, gave me a great deal of Trouble. It 
requires a large Stock of Induſtry and Patience, to 
keep ſuch a Company up to their Duty. Sedition, 
Mutinies, Quarrels, and an Infinity of Diſorders 
frequently take place among thoſe, who being in re- 
mote and ſolitary Places, think they have a Right 
of uſing Force againſt their Superiors. One muſt 
diſſemble, and even ſhut his Eyes upon occaſion, 
leaſt the growing Evil ſhould be inflam'd: The 
gentleſt Methods are the ſureſt, for him that com- 
mands in Chief; and if any Mutiny or feditious 
Plot is in View, tis the Buſineſs of the inferior 
Officers to ſtifle it, by perſuading the Mutineers, 
that the Diſcovery of ſuch things to the command- 
ing Officer, would create a great deal of Uneaſinels. 
So, the chief Officer muſt ſtill make as if he were 
ignorant of what paſſes, unleſs it be, that the Flame 
breaks out in his Preſence ; then indeed he lies un- 
der an indiſpenſible Obligation, of inflicting ſpeedy 
and private Puniſhment, without his Prudence 4 
re 
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rects him to pu off the Execution, upon an Appre- 
henſion of ſome pernicious Conſequences that may 
enſue thereupon, In fuch Voyages he muſt over- 
look a thouſand Things, which upon other Occaſi- 
ons he has all reaſon to puniſh, He muſt counter- 
ſeit a downright Ignorance of their Intrigues with 
the She-Savages, of their Quarrels among them- 
ſelves, of their Negligence in not mounting the 
Guard, and not obſerving the other Points of Duty; 
in a Word, he muſt pretend to know nothing of an 
Infinity of ſuch Diſorders, as have no direct Ten- 
dency to a Revolt. He ought to uſe the Precau- 
tion of ſingling out a 12 in his little Army, and 
reward him handſomely ſor a dexterous Intelligence 
as to all that happens; to the End. hat he may re- 
medy the growing Diſorders either directly or indi- 
rectly. This Spy may, by good Management, and 
due Secrecy, find out the Ringleader of a Club or 
Cabal; and when the Commanding Officer has re- 
ceiv'd ſuch Satisfaction upon the Matter, that there's 
no room left to doubt of the Criminal's Demerit ; 
'twill then be _ convenient to make away with 
him, and that with ſuch Management, that no body 
ſhould know what became of him. 

Farther ; He ought to give em Tobacco and 
Brandy now and then, to ask their Advice upon 
ſome Occaſions, to fatigue em as little as poſſible, 
to call em up to dance and make merry, and at the 
fame time to exhort em to live in a good Under- 
ſtanding with one another. The beſt Topick he 
can make uſe of for inforcing their Duty, is Reli- 
gion, and the Honour of their Country, and this he 
ought to deſcant upon himſelf; For though I have 
a great deal of Faith in the Power of the Clergy; 
yet I know that ſort of Men does more harm than 
good, in Voyages of this nature; and for that rea- 
ſon I'd chooſe ro be without their Company. The 
Ferſon who undertakes to go upon 2 Diſcovery, 


ought 
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ought to be very nice and cautious in the Choice of 
his Men; for every one is not fit for his Buſineſs, 
His Men ought to be between 30 and 40 years of 
Age, of a dry Conſtitution, of a peaceable Tem- 
per, of an active and bold Spirit, and inur'd to the 
Fatigues of Voyages. The whole Retinue muſt con- 
fiſt of three hundred Men; and of that number 
there muſt be ſome Ship-Carpenters, Gun-Smiths, 
and Sawyers with all their Tools; beſides Huntſ- 
men, and Fiſhermen with their Tackling. You 
muſt likewiſe have Surgeons among em, but their 
| Cheſt ought to contain nothing but Razors, Lan- 
cets, external Medicines for Wounds, Orvietan and 
Senna. All the Men of the Detachment, ought 
to be provided with Buff-Coats and Boots to turn 
the Arrows; for, as I intimated above, the Savages 
of the unknown Countries are Strangers to Fire- 
Arms. They muſt be arm'd with a double barrel'd 
Gun, a double barrel'd Piſtol, and a good long 
Sword. The Commanding Officer muſt take care 


to provide a ſufficient Quantity of the Skins of Deer 


Elks, and Beeves, in order to be ſew'd together, 
and hung round his Camps upon certain Stakes 
fix'd at convenient Diſtances from one another. 
I had as many as would go round a Square of 
thirty Foot every way; for each Skin being five 
Foot deep, and almoſt four Foot broad, I made 
two pieces of eight Skins apiece, which were 
rais'd and extended in a Minute. Beſides theſe, 
he ought to carry with him ſome Pot-Guns of 
eight Foot in length, and fix in breadth ; with two 
Hand-Mills for grinding the Indian Corn, Nails of 
all ſizes, Pickaxes, Spades, Hatchets, Hooks, Soap, 
and Cotton to make Candles of. Above all, he 
muſt not forget to take in good ſtore of Powder, 
Brandy, Brafi! Tobacco, and ſuch things as he muſt 
eſent to the Savages whoſe Country he diſcovers. 
Add to this Cargo, an Aſtrolabe, a Semicircle, 8 
| ver 
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veral Sea-Compaſſes, ſome Simple, and ſome of 
Variation, a Load-ſtone, two large Watches of three 
Inches Diameter; Pencils, Colours, and Paper, for 
making Journals and Maps, for the Deſigning of 
Land-Creatures, Fowl, Fiſh, 'Trees, Plants, Grain, 
and, in a Word, whatever ſeems worthy of his Cu- 
rioſity. I would likewiſe adviſe him to carry with 
him 1 e Trumpeters and Fidlers, both for animat- 
ing his Retinue, and raiſing the Admiration of the 
Savages. With this Equipage, Sir, a Man of Senſe, 
Conduct, and Action; I mean, a Man that's Vigi- 
lant, Prudent, Cautious, and, above all, Patient and 
Moderate, and qualify'd for contriving Expedients 
upon all Occaſions; a Man, I ſay, thus qualify'd, 
and thus fitted out, may boldly go to all the Coun- 
tries that lye to the Weſt of Canada, without any 
Apprehenſion of Danger. As for my own part, I 
ſeriouſly declare, that if I were poſſeſs d of all theſe 
Qualities, I ſhould 'eſteem it my Happineſs to be 
imploy'd upon ſuch an Enterpriſe, both for the 
Glory of his Majeſty, and my own Satisfaction: For 
the continu'd Diverſity of Objects, did ſo charm me 
in my Voyages, that I had ſcarce Time to reflect up- 
onthe Fatigue and Trouble that I underwent. I am, 


SIR, 


Tours, &c. 
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LETTER XVI. 


Dated at Quebec, Sep. 28. 1689. 


The Author ſets out from Miſſilimakinac 70 the 
Colony, and deſcribes the Country, Rivers, and 
Paſſes that he ſaw by the Way, The Iroqueſe 
make a fatal Incurſion into the Iſland of Mon- 
real: Fort Frontenac 7s abandon'd. Count 


Frontenac ig ſent to Canada, and the Margui: 
of Denonville is recall d. 


SIR, 


Writ to you from Mi/ilimakinac on the 28th of 
May. I left that Place June the 8th, and ſet out 
Monreal, accompany'd with twelve Outaouas, 

who were divided into two Canows, and row'd very 
hard. The 234, I overtook the Coureurs de Bois in 
the River Creuſe, who had got the ſtart of me for 
ſome Days. Mr. Dulbut us d his utmoſt Efforts to 
diſſuade me from going further with ſo weak a Re- 
tinue. He would have had me to go down along 
with him; and remonſtrated to me, that if my 
twelve Conductors perceiv'd either in the Land-car- 
riage or upon the Rivers, any thing that might call 
up an Apprehenfion of falling into the Hands of the 
Iroqueſe, they would deſert me and the Canows, and 
fly to the Woods to avoid the Enemy. I rejected 
his Advice, though I had like to have repented of 
my Reſolution not long after; for according to his 
Prediction, my Canow-Men threaten'd to run away 
to the Foreſts, at the Fall call'd Long Aut: And 
indeed if they had done it, I had follow'd em, up- 
on the Reflection, that of two Evils a Man 2 
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chooſe the leaſt ; but this Storm blew over. In 


the great River of the Oltaouas, not far from the 
River of Lievre, I met Mr. de St. Helene at the Head 
of a Party of the Coureurs de Bois, who was bound 
for Hudſons Bay, in order to retake ſome Forts that 
the Engliſh had ſeiz'd upon. He acquainted me with 
the Prince of Orange's Expedition for England; and 

aye me to underſtand, that upon his Arrival, King 

ames retir d to France, and that the Prince was pro- 
claim'd King, which ſeem'd to preſage a bloody 
and ſharp War in Europe. I aſſure you, Sir, this 
piece of News ſurpriz'd me extreamly ; and not- 
withſtanding that I had it from the Mouth of a Man, 
whoſe Word I rely very much upon, yet I had all 
the Difficulty in the World to make myſelf believe, 
that a 1 of ſuch Importance could be ac- 
compliſh'd in ſo ſhort a Time, without the Effuſion 


of Blood ; eſpecially conſidering what a ſtrict Alli- 


ance there was between our Court, and the Court 7 
of England, and how much twas the Intereſt of: 
both theſe Monarchs to give mutual Aſſiſtance do 


| one another. July the grtb I arrivd at Monrea J, 


after venturing down ſeyeral fearful Cataracts in th e 
River of the Outaouas, and enduring the Hardſhix is 
of fifteen or twenty Land- carriages, ſome of whic h 
are above a League in Length. | 
The Navigation is pretty ſure from M:/i/limakinawe 


to the River des Francois; for in coaſting along thi e 


Lake of Hurons, we meet with an Infinity of Iſlands. , 


| which ſerve for a Shelter. But in going up that Ri - 


ver, there's ſome Difficulty; for it has five Cataract: 


| which oblige us to turn out and carry all over-land 


for thirty, fifty, and a hundred Paces. Having 
paſs'd that River, we enter'd the Lake of the Ne- 
Picerinis, from whence we are forc'd to tranſport our 
Canows and Baggage two Leagues over-land, to 
another River which has ſix or ſeven Water-fallsthat 
we commonly ſhoot, From that River we have 


another 


- ne__e .. 
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LETTER XVI. 
Dated at Quebec, Sep. 28. 1689. 


The Author ſets out from Miſſilimakinac 70 the 
Colony, and deſeribes the Country, Rivers, and 
Paſſes that he ſaw by the Way, The Iroqueſe 
make a fatal Incurſion into the Iſland of Mon- 
real: Fort Frontenac is abandon'd. Count 
Frontenac is ſent to Canada, and the Margui: 


of Denonville is recall d. 


SIR, 


Writ to you from Miſilimakinac on the 28th of 
May. I left that Place June the 87h, and ſet out 
Monreal, accompany'd with twelve Outaouas, 

who were divided into two Canows, and row'd very 
hard. The 234, I overtook the Coureurs de Bois in 
the River Creuſe, who had got the ſtart of me for 
ſome Days. Mr. Dulbut us d his utmoſt Efforts to 
diſſuade me from going further with ſo weak a Re- 
tinue. He would have had me to go down along 
with him; and remonſtrated to me, that if my 
twelve Conductors perceiv'd either in the Land-car- 
riage or upon the Rivers, any thing that might call 
up an Apprehenſion of falling into the Hands of the 
Iroqueſe, they would deſert me and the Canows, and 
fly to the Woods to avoid the Enemy. I rejected 
his Advice, though I had like to have repented of 
my Reſolution not long after ; for according to his 
Prediction, my Canow-Men threaten'd to run away 
to the Foreſts, at the Fall call'd Long Saut: And 
indeed if they had done it, I had follow'd em, up- 
on the Reflection, that of two Evils a Man * o 
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chooſe the leaſt ; but this Storm blew over. In 
the great River of the Outaouas, not far from the 
River of Lievre, I met Mr. de Sr. Helene at the Head 
of a Party of the Coureurs de Bois, who was bound 
for Hudſon's Bay, in order to retake ſome Forts that 
the Engliſh had ſeiz'd upon. He acquainted me with 
| the Prince of Orange's Expedition for England; and 
aye me to underſtand, that upon his Arrival, King 
ames retir'd to France, and that the Prince was pro- 
* claim'd King, which ſeem'd to preſage a bloody | 
and ſharp War in Europe. I aſſure you, Sir, this | 
piece of News ſurpriz'd me extreamly ; and not- | 
* withſtanding that I had it from the Mouth of a Man, 
E whoſe Word I rely very much upon, yet I had all 
the Difficulty in the World to make myſelf believe, 
that a Revolution of ſuch Importance could be ac- 
compliſh'd in ſo ſhort a Time, without the Effuſion 
of Blood; eſpecially conſidering what a ſtrict Alli- 5 
| ance there was between our Court, and the Court * 
of England, and how much 'twas the Intereſt of: 
both theſe Monarchs to give mutual Aſſiſtance do 
one another. July the gtb I arrivd at Monrea I, 
| after venturing down ſeyeral fearful Cataracts in th e 
River of the Outaouas, and enduring the Hardſhip s 
of fifteen or twenty Land-carriages, ſome of whic h 
are above a League in Length. | 
The Navigation is pretty ſure from Mi/ilimakinave 
to the River des Francois; for in coaſting along thi e 
Lake of Hurons, we meet with an Infinity of Iflands. , 
which ſerve for a Shelter. But in going up that Ri - 
ver, there's ſome Difficulty; for it has five Cataract: 
which oblige us to turn out and carry all over-land 
for thirty, fifty, and a hundred Paces. Having 


0 * paſs'd that River, we enter'd the Lake of the Ne- 

1 picerinis, from whence we are forc'd to tranſport our 
cy Canows and Baggage two Leagues over-land, to 

= another River which has ſix or ſeven Water - falls that 
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another Land- carriage to the River Creuſe, which 
falls with rapid Currents into the great River of the 
Outaouas, near a Place call'd Mataouan. We conti- 
nue our Courſe upon this great River, till we come 
to the Point of the Iſland of Monreal, where tis loſt 
in the great River of St. Laurence. Theſe two Ri- 
vers join one another with very gentle Streams, and 
quitting their fearful Channels, form the little Lake 
of St. Louis. I thought to have loſt my Life at the 
Fall, call'd the Fall of St. Louis, about three Leagues 
from Monreal; for our Canow having overſet in the 
Eddy, I was carry'd by the Current to the Foot of 
that Cataract, from whence the Chevalier de Hau- 
dreuil drag'd me out by a great Chance. The Ca- 
nows and the Skins belonging to the ſix Savages 
were loſt; and one of the Savages was drown. 
This is the only time I was in danger, through the 
whole Courſe of my Voyages. As ſoon as I landed 
here, I repair d with Diligence to a Tavern to refreſh 
my ſelf, and to make up the Loſſes I had ſuſtaind 

a neceſſary Abſtinence. The next Day I waited 

on Mr. de Denonville, and Mr. de Champigni, to 
whom I gave an Account of my Voyages, and 
withal, gave in the News that a great Company o 
the Coureurs de Bois and Savages would arrive very 
ip eedily ; which they did accordingly, after fifteen 
Clays. The Rat 1 mention'd above, came down 
ther, and return'd home notwithſtanding the 
1] hreats that were levell'd againſt him. By this Ad- 
vſenture, he ſhew'd that he laugh'd at their In- 
uſeigues. But now that I have mention'd his Name, 
I] cannot forbear mentioning a malicious Stratagem 
tſhat this cunning Savage made uſe of laſt Year, to 
1revent the Concluſion of a Peace between Mr. is 
i[ Denonville and the Iroqueſe. 

This Savage is the general and chief Counſellor 
i of the Hurons; he is a Man of forty Years of Age, 


and brave in his way. When he found himſelf 
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preſs'd and importun d by Mr. de Denonville, to en- 
ter into the Alliance concluded in the Year 1687, 
that I took notice of before; he at laſt comply d 


N with his Deſire, with this Reſerve, that the War 


ſhould not be put to an End till the Iragye/ſe were 
totally routed. This Clauſe the Governor promis'd 
to make good, and gave him Aſſurances to that pur- 
poſe on the 3d of September, in the fame Year, 
which happen'd about two Days before I ſet out 


| from Niagara, upon my Voyage to the great Lakes. 
This Savage-General relying upon Mr. de Denon- 


villes Promiſe, march'd from Miſſilimałinac at the 
Head of an hundred Warriors, as I inſinuated in my 
14th Letter, in order to invade the Jroqueſe Coun- 
try, and atchieve ſome glorious Feats among 'em. 
In the mean time to carry on his Deſign the more 
cautiouſly, he thought it proper to paſs by the way 


| of Fort Frontenac, where he might receive ſome In- 


telligence. Upon his Arrival at this Fort, the Go- 
vernor told him, that Mr. de Denonville was negotia- 
ting a Peace with the five [roqueſe Nations, whoſe 
Embaſſadors and Hoſtages he expected in a ſhort 
time, in order to conclude and ratify the Peace, he 
having Orders to conduct em to Monreal: And that 
upon that Conſideration, twas moſt proper for him 
and his Warriors to return home, and to paſs no 
further. The Savage- General was mightily ſurpris d 
with this unexpected piece of News ; eſpecially con- 


ſidering that by the means of that Peace, he and 


his Nation would be given up as a Sacrifice for the 
Welfare of the French. When the Governor had 
made an End of his Remonſtrance, the Rat ac- 
knowledg'd, that what he offer'd was very reaſon- 
able, bu: withal, that inſtead of following his Ad- 
vice, he would go and tarry for the Iroqueſe Em- 
baſſadors and Hoſtages at the Cataracts, by which 
they were oblig'd to paſs. He had not tarry'd there 
above five or fix Days, before the unhappy Depu- 

; # dies 
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ties arriv'd with a Train of forty young Men, who 
were all eitheir kill'd or taken as they diſembarqued. 
The Priſoners were no ſooner fetter'd, than this 
crafty General of the Hurons repreſented to em, 
that the French Governor had ſent him notice to 
take up that Poſt, in order to lie in wait for a Par- 
ty of fifty Warriors, that were to paſs that way at 
a certain ſet Time. 'I he Jregucſe being much ſur- 
pris'd with the Apprehenſion of the Perfidiouſneſs 
that he charg'd upon Mr. de Denonville, acquainted 
the Rat with the Deſign upon which they came, 
Upon that the Rat counterfeited a ſort of Rage and 
Fury; and to play his Cards the better, flew out in 
Invectives againſt Mr. de Denonville, declaring, 
that ſome time or other he would be reveng'd upon 
that Governor, for making him the Inſtrument of 
the moſt barbarous Treachery that ever was acted, 
Then he fix'd his Eyes upon all the Priſoners, 
among whom was the chief Embaſſador call'd Je. 
ganeſorens, and ſpoke to this purpoſe; Co, my Bre- 
thren, though I am at War with you, yet Ireleaſe qui, 
and allow you to go home. *Tis the Governor of the 
French that put me upon this black Attion, which | 
ſhall never be able to digeſt, unleſs your five Nations 
revenge themſelves, and make their juſt 3 
This was ſufficient to convince the Troqueſe of the 
Sincerity of his Words; and they aſſur'd him upon 
the Spor, that if he had a Mind to make a ſeparate 
Peace, the five Nations would agree to it: Howe 
ver, the Rat having loſt one Man in this Adventure, 
kept an Jroqueſe Slave to ſupply the Place of the 
Man he had loſt : And after furniſhing the Priſoners 
with Guns, Powder, and Ball, in order to their re- 
turn homeward, march'd to Miſilimakinac, where 
he preſented the French Governor with the Slave 
that he brought off The poor Wretch was n0 
ſooner deliver'd, than he was condemn'd to be ſhot; 
for at that time the French Garriſon did not _ 
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that Mr. de Denonville deſign'd to clap up a Peace 
with the Iroqueſe. The condemn'd Priſoner gave 
an Account of his Adyenture, and that of the Am- 
baſſadors ; but the French thought that the fear of 
Death made the Fellow talk idly, and were con- 
firm'd in that Thought, by hearing the Rat and his 
Men fay, that he was Light-headed : Inſomuch, that 
the poor Fellow was put to Death, notwithſtanding 
all the Reaſons he could offer. 'The ſame Day that 
he was ſhot, the Rat call'd an old Irogue/e Slave that 
had ferv'd him a long while, and told him, he had 
reſolv'd to allow him the Liberty of returning to his 


E own Country, and ſpending the reſt of his Days 


among his Friends and Country-men. At the ſame 
time he gave him to know, that ſince he had been 


an Eye-witneſs of the barbarous Uſage that his 
Country-man had met with from the French, not- 
= withſtanding what he offer'd in his own Defence, it 
E bchov'd him to acquaint his Countrymen with the 
= Blackneſs of that Action. The manumitted Slave 
= obcy'd his Orders ſo punctually, that ſoon after the 
= 1rogueſe made an Incurſion, at a time when the Go- 
vernor did not dream of any ſuch thing, for he had 
us d the Precaution of giving the Iroque/e to under- 
ſtand, that he difallow'd of the Rat 's Treachery ; 
inſomuch, that he had a mind to have him hang'd ; 
and upon this. Proſpect, expected hourly ten or 


_ Deputies to conclude the Peace he ſo much 
eſir'd. 


In effect the Deputies did come, but neither their 


Number nor their Deſign was ſuitable to what the 


Governor had promiſed to himſelf. Twelve hun- 
dred Warriors landed at the Lands- end of the Iſland 
of Monreal, and burnt and ſack'd all the Plantations 
in that Quarter: They maſſacred Men, Women, 
and Children ; and Madam de Denonville, who was 
then at Monreal with her Husband, did not think 
herſelf ſafe in that Place. A general Conſternation 
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was ſpread all about; for the Barbarians were not 
above three Leagues from Monreal. They burnt 
all the adjacent Settlements, and block'd up two 
Forts. Mr. de Denonville ſent out a Detachment of 
a hundred Soldiers and fifty Savages to oppoſe em, 
being unwilling to ſpare a greater Number out of the 
City: but all the Men of the Detachment were either 
taken or cut in pieces, excepting twelve Savages, 
one Soldier, and Mr. de Longueil who commanded 
the Party, and was carried off by the twelve Saya- 
ges after his 'Thigh was broke: 'The other Officers, 
namely, the Sieurs de la Raberre, Denis, la Plante, 
and Villeden?, were all taken Priſoners, In a Word, 
the Barbarians laid almoſt the whole Iſland waſte, 
and loſt only three Men, who having drank to Ex- 
ceſs of the Wine they found in the Plantations, were 
decoy'd into a Fort by a Canadeſe Cow-keeper, that 
had been their Slave for ſome Years. As ſoon a 
the three unfortunate Irogueſe arriv'd in the Fort, 
they were thrown into a Cellar to ſleep themſelves 
ſober: and, queſtionleſs, as ſoon as they wakd 
they repented of their exceſſive Drinking, When 
they wak'd, they fell immediately a ſinging ; and 
when the Garriſon offer d to fetter em, and carry 
em to Monreal, they flew to ſome Clubs that lay 
in the Cellar, and made ſuch a vigorous and brave 
Defence, that the Garriſon was forc'd to ſhoot em 
upon the Spot, The Cow-keeper being brought 
before Mr. de Denonville, he told him, that the 
Breach made by the Rat's Contrivance was irrepar- 
able; that the five Troqueſe Nations reſented that 
Adventure with ſo much Warmth, that twas im- 
poſſible to diſpoſe em to a Peace in a ſhort Time; 
that they were ſo far from being angry with that Hu- 
ron for what he did, that they were willing to enter 
into a Treaty with him, owning that he and his 
Party had done nothing but what became a brave 


Man and a good Ally. Doubtleſs this fatal * 
on 


Ly es % 


$1,» 7 ohh da dat none a aaa rae de ES 


to} North-America. 


149 
fon was a great Surpriſal to Mr. de Denonville, and 
afforded him a copious Field for RefleQion. *T was 
already impoſſible to continue the Poſſeſſion of Fort 
Frontenac; where they began to want Proviſions, 
and which could not be relieved without expoſing a 
great many Men to the Danger of the Paſſes or Ca- 
taracts, which I have mention'd ſo often. There 
was a downright Neceſſity of calling out the Garri- 
ſon, and blowing up the Fort; but the Difficulty lay 
in finding a Man to carry Orders for that effect to 
the Governor, for nobody durſt undertake it, till 


the Sieur Peter de Arpentigni offer d to go all alone 
through the Foreſts; and accordingly he went, and 
dd his Buſineſs ſucceſsfully, The Orders were ex- 


tream welcome to Mr. de Valrenes, the Governor of 


the Fort for the time; who, upon the receiving of 
em, run a Mine under the four Baſtions, which, 
E with the Powder he put in, was reckon'd ſufficient 


to blow it up. 'This done, he embarqu'd, and came 


& down the River through the Cataracts to Monreal, 
E where he found Mr. de Denonville, and accompany'd 
him hither. That Officer did not only abdicate the 
Fort of Frontenac, but ſet fire to the three great 
& Barques that they us'd to ply with upon the Lake, 

both to awe the Frogueſe in time of War, and to con- 
| vey Commodities to em in time of Peace. Mr. de 


De-uonvuille ated a ptudent Part in relinquiſhing 
both this Fort and that of Niagara; for, in earneſt, 
theſe two Poſts are indefenſible, by reaſon of the 
inacceſſible Cataracts, upon which an Ambuſcado 
of ten Iroqueſe may repulſe a thouſand Frenchmen by 
the throwing of Stones. But after all I muſt own, 
that the Welfare and Preſervation of our Colonies 
had an abſolute Dependance upon theſe two Forts, 


which ſeem'd to inſure the utter Deſtruction of the 


Iroqueſe ; for they could not ſtir out of their Villages 
to Hunt, or to Fiſh, without running the Riſque of 
having their 'Throats cut by the Savages in Alliance 
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with us, who being then afſur'd of a ſafe Retreat, 
would have made continual Incurſions into the Coun- 
try of thoſe Barbarians: And by this means the Jrc- 
gueſe being unprovided with Beaver-skins to be gi- 
ven in exchange for Guns, Powder, Ball, and Nets, 
would be ſtarv'd to Death, or at leaſt be oblig'd to 
depart their Country. 

In the end of 3 Mr. de Bonaventure, Cap- 
tain and Owner of a Merchant Ship, arriv'd in this 
Port, and brought the News of Mr. de Frontenac“ 
Reinſtallment in the Place of Governor-General of 
Canada, and of the Re-calling of Mr. de Denon ville, 
whom the Duke de Beauvilliers has recommended 
to the King, for the Place of Sub-Governor to the 
Princes his Grandſons. Some People are uneaſy at 
the re- calling of this Governor; and *tis ſaid, that 
the Reverend Fathers the Jeſuits, fall under the 
Number of the Malccontents : For if we may credit 
the Reports of the Country, they contributed in a 
great meaſurc, to the re-calling of Mr. de Frontenac 
{even or eight Years ago, by acting in concert with 
the Intendant of Cheſueau, and ſupreme Council 
and drawing up Accuſations againſt him which had 
the deſired Effect; though now the King ſhews that 
he is undeceiv'd, by reinſtating that Gentleman once 
more in this Government. In the mean time the 
Stateſmen of the Country that are moſt guilty, 
know not how to dreſs this Kettle of Fiſh ; for they 
make no queſtion but the New Governor will retain 
a juſt Reſentment of what's paſt. But the Genilc- 
men, Merchants, and other Inhabitants, are mał- 
ing Preparations for ſolemnizing his Arrival, which 
they expect with as much Impatience, as the Jeu 
do the Mecſſias. The very Savages that live in the 
Skirts of the Colony, ſhew an uncommon Joy upon 
the Hopes of his Return: And indeed, we need not 
think it ſtrange, for that Governor drew Eſteem 
and Veneration, not only from the French, but * 


* 
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all the Nations of this vaſt Continent, who look'd 
upon him as their Guardian Angel. Mr. de Denon- 
ville begins to pack up his Baggage, and that in ef- 
fect, is all I can ſay of him. Tis none of my Bu- 
ſineſs to meddle with an Infinity of Affairs, that re- 
late to the Gentleman's private Intereſt. As to the 
Queſtion, whether he has manag'd well or ill, du- 
ring the Courſe of his Government, or whether he 
was lov'd or hated, I know nothing of the Matter. 
I am at a Loſs to know whether he kept a good or 
ſorry Table, for indeed I was never at it. Adieu. 
I make Account to ſet out for Rochel, when the 
Veſſel that brings our new Governor, returns for 
France, I am, 


SIR, Durs, &c. 


LETTER XVIII. 
Dated at Quebec Nov. 15. 1689. 


Giving an Account of Mr. de Frontenac's Arri- 
val, his Reception, his Voyage to Monreal, and 
the repairing of Fort Frontenac. 


SIR, 


F HE Intelligence you give me of the adjudging 
of the Lands of Labontan, would have drove 
me to deſpair; if you had not aſſur'd me at the ſame 
time, that I might recover it after a Century of 
Years, (if I had the Misfortune to live ſo long) up- 
on the Condition of reimburſing to the Poſſeſſor, 
the Sum that he pay d for it, and of proving that I 
was actually in the King's Service in the remote Parts 
of the World, when that Eſtate was fold. To ſpeak 
to the Purpoſe, Mr. de Frontenac has countermand- 
| L 4 cd 
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ed the Leave I had to go for France, and has offer'q m 
me a free Acceſs to his Pocket and his Table. Al in 
the Arguments I offer'd, have no Influence upon th 
him, and ſo 1 am bound to obey. B 
This new Governor arriv'd at Quebec the 1 5th f br 
October. He came on ſhore at eight a Clock at or 
Night, and was receiv'd by the Supreme Council,. 2 
and all the Inhabitants in Arms, with Flambeaux a 
both in the City, and upon the Harbour, witha de 


triple Diſchavge of the great and ſmall Guns, and 
Illuminations in all the Windows of the City. That 
fame Night he was complimented by all the Compa. 
nies of the Town, and above all, by the Jeſuits, 
who upon that Occaſion made a very pathetick 
Speech, though the Heart had leſs Hand in it, than 
the Mouth. Thenext Day he was viſited by allthe 
Ladies, whoſe inward Joy appear'd in their Counte- 
nances, as much as in their Words. Several Per- 
ſons made Fire-works, while the Governor and his 
Retinue ſung Ze Deum in the great Church. 'Theſe 
ſolemn Demonſtrations of Joy, increas'd from Day 
to Day, till the new Governor ſet out for Monreal; 
and the Conduct of the People upon this Head, af - 
forded ſignal Proofs of the Satisfaction they had in 
his Return, and of their reſting aſſur d, that his wiſe 
Conduct, and noble Spirit, would preſerve the Re- 
poſe and Tranquillity that he always kept up, du- 
ring his firſt ten Years Government. All the World 
ador'd him, and ſtyl'd him Redemptor Patriæ; to 
which Title he had a juſt Claim, for all the Inhabi- 
tants of theſe Colonies agree, that when he came 
firſt to Canada, he found all things in Confuſion and 
Diſtreſs. At that time the Iroqueſe had burnt all 
the Plantations, and cut the Throats of ſome thou- 
- ſands of the French; the Farmer was knock'd on the 
Head in his Field; the Traveller was murder'd up- 

on the Road, and the Merchant ruin'd for want of 

Commerce; All the Plancerg were pinch d with Fa- 
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mine, the War render 'd the Country deſolate; and, 


in a Word, New-France had infallibly periſh'd, it 
this Governor had not made that Peace with the 
Barbarians, that I ſpoke of in my fifth Letter. The 
bringing of that Peace to bear, was an Action of 
reater Importance, than you can well imagine; 
25 theſe Barbarians grounded all their Wars upon 
a perſonal Enmity, whereas the European Ruptures 
depend more upon Intereſt than upon pure Revenge. 
Mr. de St. Valiers the Biſhop of Quebec, arriv'd 
likewiſe on the 1 5th at the ſame Port. He had im- 
barqu'd in the preceding Spring, on board of a 
Bark that he had hir'd to tranſport him to Acadia, 
to Newfound-land, and to the other Countries of his 
Dioceſe, Mr. de Frontenac our Governor, ſet out 
for Monreal in a Canow, four or five Days after his 
Arrival ; and I had the Honour to accompany him, 
All Endeavours were us'd to diſſuade him from un- 
dertaking that Voyage, when the Seaſon was ſo 
cold, and ſo for advanc'd : For, as I inform'd you 
before, the Ice is thicker and ſtronger here in Ofob. 
than tis at Paris in January; which, is very ſtrange. 
Notwithſtanding all the Remonſtrances drawn from 
the Hardſhips and Inconveniencies of the Voyage, 
he ſlighted the Fatigues of the Water, and threw 
himſelf into a Canow in the ſixty- eighth Year of his 
Age. Nay, he took the Abdication of Fort Fron- 
tenac ſo much to Heart, that he had gone ſtreight 


| thicher, if the Nobility, the Prieſts, and the Inha- 


bitants of Monreal, had not intreated him, with Joint 


; Supplications, not to expoſe his Perſon to the Dan 
ger of the Falls and Cataracts that lie in that Paſe 


ſage. In the mean time ſome Gentlemen of Canada, 


| follow'd by a hundred Coureurs de Bois, under the 


Command of Mr. Manet, ventur'd upon the 
Voyage, with intent © learn the State of the Fort. 
T acquainred you in my lait Letter, that Mr. de Fal- 
ſenes had blown up the Walls of the Fort, 9 
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he made his Retreat; but by good luck, the Da- 
mage was not ſo great as twas took to be; for the 
Party commanded by Mr. Mantet, have already 
rear d up the ruinous Wall to the height of ſome 
Fathoms, and will continue to Work upon the Re. 
pair of the Fort all this Winter. This News Mr. 
de Frontenac receiv'd laſt Night, which was the fixth 
after his Return to this City. 

I had forgot to tell you, that he brought with him 
out of France, ſome of thoſe Iroqueſe that Mr. 9: 
Denowville had ſent to the Galleys, as I intimatedin 
my . thirteenth Letter; the reſt having periſh'd in 
their Chains, Of all theſe unfortunate Barbarian; 
that he has brought back, the moſt conſiderable i; 
one that goes by the Name of Oreouabè. He wa 
not us'd as a Galley Slave, in regard that he was the 
Leader of the Goyoguans, and the Governor has 
lodg'd him in the Caſtle, in conſideration of the 
Eſteem he ſhews both for Mr. de Frontenac, and for 
the French Nation. Some flatter themſelves with the 
Hopes, that ſome Accommodation with the five i- 
queſe Nations may be effected by his Mediation; 
and for that end Propoſals of Peace are now in Agi 
tation: But 1 have three good Reaſons for predidt- 
ing, that ſuch a Deſign will prove abortive. I have 
already laid theſe Reaſons before Mr. de Frontena,, 
who gave me to know, that after the Departure of 
the Ships, he would diſcourſe me upon that Head 
I ſhall not offer at the Particulars of his Interview, 
with Monſieur and Madam de Denonville; till ſuch 
time as you and I have, an Opportunity of talking 
under the Roſe. Some Officers accompany Mr. de 
Denonville and his Lady to France, in hopes of be- 
ing preferr d. In all probability the Ships will ſet 
fail to Morrow, for we have now a fair and gentle 
Weſterly Gale; beſides, that the Seaſon for quitting 
this Port, is almoſt ſpent. I am, 
* 5 IR, Tours, &c. 
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Dated at Monreal, October 2. 1690. 


Relating the Attempts upon New. England and 
New-York; a fatal Embaſſy jent by the 
French fo the Iroqueſe; and an ill concerted 
Enterpriſe of the Engliſh and the Iroqueſe, in 
marching by Land to Attack the French Co- 


lony. 


SIR, 


Bout fifreen Days ſince, a Ship of Roche), laden 
with Wine and Brandy, arriv'd in this Har- 


bour; and the Captain took care to convey a Let- 


ter from you to my Hands. As to your Deſire of 
having a circumitantial Account of the Trade of 
Canada, J cannot fatisfy it at preſent, for I am not 
as yet ſo thoroughly acquainted with all its Bran- 
ches. But I aſſore you, that ſome time or other I 
ſhall ſend you ſuch Memoirs, as will give you Satis- 
faction upon that Head, In the mean time, I hope 
you'll be contented with an Account of what paſs'd 
in this Country ſince the Date of my laſt. 

As ſoon as Mr. Denonvilk ſet out from Ouebeo, 
upon his Return to France, Mr. de Frontenac took 
Poſſeſſion of the Fort, which is the common Reſi- 
dence of our Governor-General; and order'd one 
of our beſt Architects to make Preparations ſor re- 


{ building it as ſoon as he could. 


In the Beginning of this Year, Mr. d' Iberwille at- 
tempted to pillage a ſmall Village in New-7ork, call d 
by the Jroqueſe Corlar ; which Name they likewiſe 
give to all the Governors of that Engliſh Calan 

is 


4 


2 
156 Some New Voyages 


This Gentleman, who is a Canadeſe, was attended 
by fivehundred Coureurs de Bois, and the like num- 
ber of Savages; and the whole Party made the Ex- 
pedition over Snow and Ice, notwithſtanding they 
had three hundred Leagues to march backward and 
forward, and that the Roads were very rugged and 
troubleſome. Mr. d' Iberville met with wonderful 
Succeſs, for after he had pillag'd, burnt, and ſack d 
that little Village, with the adjacent Cantons, he 
fell in with a Party of an hundred Jroqueſe, and 
defeated em intirely. Much about the ſame Mr. 
de Port neuf, another Canada Gentleman, march d 
out at the Head of three hundred Men, one half 
Savages, and the other half Coureurs de Bois, with 
intent to poſſeſs himſelf of a Fort belonging to the 
Engliſh, call'd Kenebeki, which ſtands upon the 
Sea Coaſt of New- Fngland, towards the Frontiers of 
Acadia. The Garriſon of this Fort made a brave 
Defence : But there being great Quantities of Gra- 


nado's and other Fire-works thrown in upon em, 


while the Savages (contrary to their Cuſtom) ſcal'd 
the Palifadoes on al! Hands, the Governor was 
oblig'd to ſurrender upon Diſcretion. Is aid, 
that in this Action the Coureurs de Bois did their 
Duty very bravely, but the Enterprize had prov'd 
ſucceſsleſs without the Aſſiſtance of the Savages. 
As ſoon-as the Rivers were navigable, Mr. de 
Frontenac offer d to ſend me with Propoſals of Peace 
to the Troqueſe. But I made Anſwer, that ſince his 
Pocket and Table had been free to me during the 
Winter, I could not imagine that he had a Mind 
to be rid of me ſo ſoon. Being oblig'd by this Re- 
ply to unfold my Meaning, I remonſtrated to him, 
that the King of England having loſt his Crown, 
and War being proclaim'd, the Governors of New- 
England and New-York, would infallibly uſe their 
utmoſt Efforts to excite theſe Banditto's to redouble 
their Incurſions; that for that end they would — 
| ni 
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niſh em with Ammunition gratis, and even joyn 
em in order to attack our Towns; and above all, 
that the Intrigue of the Rat had ſo provok'd 'em, 
that, in my Opinion, 'twas impoſſible to appeaſe 'em. 
Upon thele Conſiderations, I humbly beſeech'd him 
to have ſome other Perſon in his View, in caſe he 
perſiſted in his Deſign of making a Trial of that 
Nature. The Chevalier Do was ſingled out for this 
fatal Embaſſy, being attended by one Colin, as In- 
terpreter of the Jroqueſe Language, and two young 
Canadans, They ſet out in a Canow, and when 
they came in ſight of the Village of the Ouuontagues, 
were receiv d with the honourable Salvo of ſeveral 
ood Blows, and conducted with the ſame Ceremo- 
to the Village. Such a Reception could not but 
pe diſagreeable to the Gentleman that came to make 
Offers of a Peace. The ancient Men being quickl 
aſſembled, thought it moſt proper to ſend em bac 
with a favourable Anſwer, and in the mean time to 
ingage ſome of the Agnies and Onnoyotes, to lie in 
wait for em at the Cataracts of the River, and 
a there kill two, ſending the third back to Quebec, 
and carrying the fourth to their Village, where 
there would be found ſome Eng!//b that would ſhoot 
'em, that is, that would give them the ſame Uſage 
as the Rat did to their Ambaſſadors: So true it is, 
that that Action ſticks in their Stomachs. This 
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Fo Project had actually been put in Execution, if it had 
on not been for ſome of the Planters of Neu- Vork, 
whe who were then among the Barbarians, having come 
lind thither on purpoſe to animate em againſt us. Theſe 
Re- Planters knew ſo well how to influence the Barba- 


riaus, that were already bent upon Revenge; that 
a Company of young Barbarians burnt em all alive, 
* excepting the Chevalier Do, whom they tied Hand 
reel and Foot, and ſent him bound to Boſton, with a 

Jeſign to pump out of him, a View of the Condi- 
tion of our Colonies and Forces. 'This my of 
ews 
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News we receiv'd two Months after, by ſome Slaves 
that made their Eſcape from the Irogueſe; and Mr, 
de Frontenac, when ſurpriz'd with ſuch diſmal News, 
declar'd, that out of twenty Captains that offer'd 
to execute that Commiſſion, and would have taken 
the Imployment for an Honour, I was the only 
one that had been capable of foreſeeing its bad 
Succeſs. | 
June the 24th, I imbarqu'd for this Place in a 
ſluggiſh Brigantine, that the Captain of the Gover- 
nor's Guards had caus'd to be built the foregoing 
Winter. This venerable Veſſel had the Honour to 
lodge the Intendant and his Lady; and all of us 
being in no haſte, ſpent ten or twelve Days by the 
Way, and feaſted like Kings every Night. Mr. de 
Frontenac mark'd out a Fort in his Paſſage to the 
Ciry of Trois Rivicres, which I ſpoke of before 
Fifteen Days after our Arrival in this Place, a cer- 
tain Savage whoſe Name was Plate, came and gave 
us notice, that he had diſcover'd a Body of a thou- 
ſand Engliſh, and five hundred Ir9que/e that march d 
up to attack us. Upon this Intelligence, all our 
Troops croſs'd over to the Meadow of Madelaine, 
oppoſite to this City, and there incamp'd, in con- 
junction with three or four hundred Savages that 
were our Allies, in order to give the Enemy a warm 
Reception. Our Camp was no ſooner form'd, than 
Mr. de Frontenac detach'd two or three ſmall Par- 
ties of the Savages to obſerve the Enemy. Theſe 
Parties came ſoon back, after having ſurpriz d ſome 
ſtragling Jroqueſe at hunting on the Confines ot 
Champlaine Lake : The Priſoners inform'd us, that 
the Engliſh being unable to encounter the Fatigues 
of the March, and unprovided with a ſufficient 
Stock of Proviſions, both they and the Iraqueſe were 
return'd to their own Country, This Account be- 
ing confirm'd by other Savages, our Troops de- 
cawp'd, and march'd back to this Place, from 7 
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| Being a Relation of a Second and very important 


Canada, ſince the Date of my laſt Letter. In the 
ſpace of a few Days after that Date, Mr. de Fron- 
tenac receiv d Advice that a ſtrong Fleet of Engliſh 
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I was detach'd ſome Days after to command a Par- 
ty that was to cover the Reapers of Fort Roland, 
which lies in this Iſland. When the Harveſt was 
over I return'd to this Place, along with the Huron; 
and the Outaouas, who had come down from their 
own Country, in purſuit of their uſual Trade in 
Skins, an Account of which you had in my eighth 
Letter. Theſe Traders continued here in fiſteeri 
Days, and then march'd home. | 
This, Sir, is a Summary of all our Occurrences 
of Moment fince the laſt Year. About fifteen Days 
hence, I think to ſet out for Quebec, in Mr. de Fron- 
tenac's Brigantine. I conclude with my uſual Com- 
pliment, 4 
SIR, 


Tours, &c. 


— 
— — 


LET TEA ANN 
Dated at Roc hel, January 12, 1691. 


Expeattion of the Engliſh 74 Sea; in which is 
contain'd a Letter written by the Engliſh Ad- 
miral to Count Frontenac, with the Gover- 


nor's verbal Anſwer. As alſo an Account of 
the Author”s Departure for France. 


SIR, 


Am arriv'd at laſt at Reche}, from whence I now 
tranſmit you a Relation of all that paſs d in 


Ships 
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Ships amounting to thirty-four Sail, was ſeen near 
Tadonſſac. Immediately he got on board of his Bri- 
gantine, and order'd all the Troops to imbarque in 
Canows and Boats, and to row Night and Day to 
prevent the Enemy; all which was happily put in 
Execution. At the ſame time he gave Orders to Mr. 
de Callieres, to bring down as many of the Inhabi- 
tants as poſſibly he could. We row'd with ſuch 
Expedition, and Diligence, that we arriv'd the 3d 
Day at Quebec. As ſoon as Mr. de Frontenac de- 
barqued, he view'd the weakeſt Poſts, and order'd 
em to be fortified without loſs of time: He rais d 
Batteries in ſeveral Places, and though in that capi- 
tal City we had but twelve great Guns, and but 
little Ammunition, yet he ſeem'd to be reſolutely 
bent upon an obſtinate Reſiſtance to the Efforts of 
the Enemy's Fleet, which in the mean time ſtood 
catching of Flies, at the diſtance of two Leagues 
from Quebec. We took the Advantage of their ſlow 
Approaches, and work'd inceſſantly to put our Yr 
in a Poſture of Defence. Our Troops, our Militia, 
and our confederate Savages, came up to us on al 
Hands, Tis certain, that if the Engliſh Admiral 
had made his Deſcent before our Arrival at 9uebec, 
or even two Days after, he had carried the Place 
without ſtriking a Blow ; for at that time there was 
not two hundred French in the City, which lay 
open, and expos'd on all Hands. But inſtead of 
doing that, he caſt Anchor towards the Point of 
the Iſland of Orleans, and loſt three Days in con- 
ſulting with the Capcains of the Ships, before they 
came to a Reſolution. He took the Sieur Joliet 
with his Lady and his Mother-in-Law, in a Bark in 
the River of St Laurence, 'Three Merchant-men 
from France, and one laden with Beaver-Skins from 
Hudſor's- Ray, enter d the River of Saguenay, by the 
way of Tadouſſac, where they ſculk'd, and after 


hauling their Guns aſhoar, rais'd very good Batte- 
ries, 
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ries. To be ſhort, the Officers ef the Enemy's 
Fleet came to a Reſolution after the loſs of three or 
four days in uſeleſs Conſultations, during which 
time we were joyn' d on all hands by great numbers 
of Inhabitants and Soldiers. Purſuant to the Reſo- 
Jution of the Councils of War, the Engliſh Admiral, 
namely, Sir Milliam Phips, ſent out his Sloop with 
a French Flag upon it's Frow, which made up to 
the City with found of Trumpet. Upon this, Mr. 
de Frontenac ſent out another with a French Officer 
to meet it, who found an Zngliſh Major in the 
Sloop, who gave him to underſtand, that he had 
the Charge of a Letter from his General, to the Go- 
vernor of Canada, and hop'd he might be allow'd to 
deliver it himſelf. Upon that the French Officer 
took him into his Sloop, and having blindfolded 
him, conducted him to the Governor's Chamber ; 
where his Face being uncover'd, he delivered him 
a Letter, the Subſtance of which was this, 


* I Sir William Phits, General of the Forces of 

* New-England, by Sea and Land, to Count Fron- 
* tenac, Governor General of Pyebec, by Orders 
from, and in the name of Milllam III and Mary 
King and Queen of England; am come to make 
my ſelf Maſter of this Country. But in regard 
that I have nothing ſo much in view, as the pre- 
venting of the Effuſion of Blood, I require you 
* to ſurrender at diſcretion, your Cities, Caſtles, 
Forts, Towns, as well as your Perſons ; aſſuring 
* you at the ſame time, that you ſhall meet with 
all manner of good Uſage, Civility and Humanity, 
If you do not accept of this Propoſal without 
* any Reſtriction, 1 will endeayour, by the Aſſiſt- 
a ance of Heaven, on which I rely, and the Force 
of my Arms, to make a Conqueſt of em. I ex- 
| pect a poſitive Anſwer in writing in the ſpace of 
an Hour, and in the mean time give you en 
that 
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not entertain any thoughts of Accommodation. 
Sign'd, William Phips. 


Aſter the Interpreter had tranſlated the Letter to 
Mr. de Frontenac, who was then ſurrounded with Of. 
ficers; he order'd the Captain of his Guards to 
make a Gibbet before the Fort, in order to hang the 
poor Major, who in all appearance underſtood 
French ; for upon the pronouncing of this fatal Sen- 
tence, he was like to ſwoon away. And indeed! 
muſt ſay, the Major had ſome reaſon to be affected, 
for he had certainly been hang'd if the Biſhop and 
the Intendant, who to his good luck were then pre. 
ſent, had not interceded on his behalf. Mr. de Fron. 
tenac pretended, that they were a Fleet of Pyrates, 
or of Perſons without Commiſſion, for that the 
King of England was then in France. But at laſt 
the Governor being appeas'd, order'd the Major 
to repair forthwith on-board of his Admiral, againſt 
whom he could defend himſelf the better, for not 
being attack'd. At the ſame time he declar'd, that 
he knew no other King of Great Britain than Fan 
II, that his rebellious Subjects were Pyrates, and 
that he dreaded neither their Force nor their Threat: 
This ſaid, he threw Admiral Phips's Letter in the 
Major's Face, and then turn'd his Back upon him. 
Upon that the poor Ambaſſador took freſh Courage, 
and looking upon his Watch, took the liberty to 
ask Mr. de Frontenac, if he could not have his An- 
ſwer in Writing before the Hour elaps'd. But the 
Governor made anſwer with all the Haughtinels 
and Diſdain imaginable, that his Admiral deſervd 
no other Anſwer; than what flew from the Mouth 
of Cannons and Muskets. 'Theſe Words were no 
fooner pronounc'd, than the Major was forc'd to 
take his Letter again, and being blind-folded, was 
reconducted to his Sloop, in which he row d to- 
wards the Fleet with all Expedition, he 
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The next day about two in the Afternoon, ſixty 
Sloops were ſent aſhoar with ten or twelve hundred 
Men, who ſtood upon the Sand in very good or- 
der. After that the Sloops went back to the Ships, 
and brought aſhoar the like Compliment of Men, 
which was afterwards joyn'd by a third Comple- 
ment of the ſame number. As ſoon as theſe Troops 
were landed, they began to march towards the 
City with Drums beating and Colours flying. This 
Deſcent was made over againſt the Iſle of Orleans, 
about a League and a half below Quebec; but 'twas 
not fo expeditious, but that our confederate Sava- 
ges, with two hundred Coureurs de Bois, and fifty 
Officers, had time to poſt themſelves in a Copſe of 
thick Brambles, which lay half a League off the 
Place of Landing. It being impoſſible for ſo ſmall | 
a Party to come to an open Battle with a numerous \ 
Enemy, they were forc'd to fight after the manner | 
of the Savages, that is, to lay Ambuſcadoes from 
Place to Place in the Copſe, which was a quarter 
of a League broad, This way of waging War 
prov d wonderfully ſucceſsful to us, for our Men 
being poſted in the middle of the Copſe, we ſuffer'd 
the Engliſh to enter, and then fir'd upon em, ly- 
ing flat upon the Ground till they fir'd their Pieces; 
after which we ſprung up, and drawing into Knots 
here and there, repeated our Fire with ſuch Succels, 
that the Engliſh Militia perceiving our Savages, fell 
into Confuſion and Diſorder, and their Battalions 
were broke ; inſomuch, that they betook themſelves 
to flight, crying out, Indians, Indians, and gave 
our Savages the Opportunity of making a bloody 
Slaughter among *em, for we found three hundred-- 

Men left upon the Spot, without any other loſs on 
our ſide than that of ten Coureurs de Bois, four 

Officers, and two Savages. 
„ The next day the Engliſi landed four Pieces of 
The braſs Cannon mounted like F ield-pieces, and fought 
M 2 very 
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very bravely, though they were very ill diſciplin'd 
Tis certain there was no want of Courage on their 
ſide, and thcir want of Succeſs muſt be imputed to 
their unacquaintedneſs with military Diſcipline, to 
their being infeebled by the Fatigues of the Sea, and 
to the ill Conduct of Sir Malliam Phips, who upon 
this Enterpriſe could not have done teſs than he 
did, if he had been engaged by us to ſtand till 
with his Hands in his Pockets. 'This day paſs'd over 
more peaceably than the next, for then the Engli/p 
made a freſh Attempt to force their Paſſage through 
the Cople, by the help of their Artillery ; but they 
loſt three or four hundred more in the Attempt, 
and were forc'd to retire with all diligence to the 
Landing- place: On our ſide we loft Mr. de &. 
Helene, who dy'd of a Wound in his Leg, and about 
forty French-men and Savages. This Victory ani- 
mated us ſo much, that we purſued the Engliſh to 
their Camp, and lay all Night flat upon the Ground 
juſt by ir, with a deſign to attack it by break of 
Day: But they ſav'd us the labour, for they em- 
barked about Midnight with ſuch Confuſion, that we 
kill'd fifty more of em, rather by Chance than by 
Dexterity, while they were getting into their Boats, 
When Day came, we tranſported to Pyebec their 
'Tents and their Cannon, which they had left bchind 
em; the Savages being in the mean time employ d 
in ſtripping the Dead in the Wood. 

The ſame day that the Deſcent was made, Si! 
William Phips weigh'd and came to an Anchor with 
four great Ships, at the diſtance of a Musket · ſhot 
from the lower City, where we had only one Batte- 

of ſix or eight Pounders. There he Cannonadoed 

twenty-four Hours ſo handſomly, that the Fire 
of the great Guns equalled that of the ſmall Arms. 
The Damage they did to the Roofs of the Houſes, 
amounted to five or ſix Piſtoles ; for, as I inform d 
vou in my firſt Letter, the Walls of the Houſes are 
ſo hard, that a Ball cannot pierce em. When 


r. = nns 


to North- America. 165 


When Sir William Phips had made an end of theſe 
glorious Exploits, he ſent to demand of Mr. de 
Frontenac ſome Engliſh Priſoners in Exchange for the 
Sieur Joliet, with his Wife and his Mother, and ſome 
Seamen ; which was forthwith put in execution. 
This done, the Fleet weigh'd Anchor and ſteered 
homeward. As ſoon as the three Merchant-men 
that lay ſculking in the River of Saguenay, ſaw the 
Fleet running below Tadouſſac with full Sail before 
a weſterly Gale, they put their Guns aboard, and 
purſuing their Voyage with great Satisfaction, ar- 
rived at Quebec on the 12th of November, They had 
{carce put their Cargoe on ſhoar, when the bitter 
Cold covered the River with Ice, which damaged 
their Ships ſo much, that they were forced to run 
em aſhoar, This troubleſome Froſt was as uneaſy 
to me as to Mr. de Frontenac, for then I ſaw that I 
was obliged to paſs another Winter in Canada, and 
Mr. de Frontenac was at a loſs to contrive a way o 
ſending the King Advice of this Enterpriſe : But by 
good luck, there came all of a ſudden a Downfal of 
Rain, which was followed by a Thaw, and was e- 
qually acceptable to us both. Immediately the Go- 
vernor ordered an unrigged Frigat to be rigged and 
fitted out ; which was done accordingly with ſuch 
Diſpatch, that the Ballaſt, Sails, Ropes, and Maſts 
were all in order almoſt as ſoon as the Orders were 
given out. When the Frigat was ready to ſail, the 
Governor told me, that the making of France as 
toon as ever I could, would be a piece of impartant 
Service; and that I ought rather to periſh than to 
ſuffer myſelf to be taken by the Enemy, or to put in at 
any Port whatſoever by the way. At the ſame time 
he gave me a particular Letter to Mr. de Seignelay, 
the Purport of which was much to my Advantage. 

I put to Sea the 2oth of November, the like of 
which was never ſeen in that Place before. At the 
Iſle of Condres we ſcap'd luckily; for there the 
| M 3 North» 
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North-Eaſt Wind blew ſo hard upon us, that after 
we had drop'd Anchor, we thought to have been 
ſplit in pieces in the Night-time. The reſt of our 
Paſſage was good enough, for we encountered but 
one Storm till we arrived at this Place. Indeed 
we met with contrary Winds about 150 Leagues 
off the Coaſt of France, which obliged us to tra- 
verſe, and lie by for a long time; and *twas for 
this reaſon that our Paſſage was ſo long. | 

I hear you are now in Provence, and that Mr. de 
Seignelai is gone upon a Voyage to the other World, 
which is of a quite different nature from that I have 
Juſt performed. In earneſt, Sir, his Death is the 
laſt Misfortune to the Navy of France, to the Colo- 
nies af the two America's, and to me in particular, 
ſince Mr. de Frontenac's recommendatory Letter is 
thereby rendered uſeleſs ro me. I am, 


SI R, Tours, &c. 


LET MFR AS” 
Dated at Rochel, Fuly 26, 1691. 


Containing a Deſcription of the Courts or Off: 
ces of the Miniſters of State, and a View of 
ſome Services that are ill rewarded at Court. 


. 

T H E Letter you writ to me two Months ago 
came to my Hands at Paris, but I could not 

give you an Anſwer there, becauſe I had not then 
done my Buſineſs. Now that I am returned to Ro- 
chel, I have leiſure- time enough to inform you of 
all that befell me ſince my Return to France. As ſoon 
as I arrived at Verſailles, I waited upon Mr. de Pont- 
chartrain, 
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chartrain, who ſucceeded Mr. de Seignelai. I repre- 
ſented to him, that Mr. de Frontenac had given me a 
Letter to his Predeceſſor, in which he took notice of 
the Services I had done. I remonſtrated to him, 
that my Eſtate being feized upon, and there being 
ſeveral Law-ſuits to be adjuſted where my Preſence 
was neceſſary, I hop'd his Majeſty would give me 
leave to quit his Service. He made Anſwer, that 
he had been inform'd of the State of my Affairs, 
and that I. was allow'd to purſue the Management of 
em till the Departure of the laſt Ships that are 
bound this year for Quebec, to which Place he meaned 
I ſhould return. Having received this Anſwer, I 
went from Verſailles to Paris, where my Relations 
drew me into a Conſultation of ſeveral Counſellors, 
who declar'd that my Affairs were fo perplex'd, that 
in their Opinion, I could not have em adjuſted in ſo 
ſhort a time. In the mean time, the Crowns I was 
forc'd to lug out for this Conſultation, turn'd my 
Stomach againſt the going to Law with Perſons that 
had ſo much Intereſt in the Parliament of Paris ; 
inſomuch, that I was almoſt in the mind of loſing 
my Right, rather than to enter upofi the Law-Suit. 
However, I did not fail to put in fora Proviſion upon 
my confiſcated Eſtate, by vertue of my being actu- 
ally in the Service. But the ſolliciting of that, coſt 
me ſo much Trouble and Charges, that though my 
powerful Adverſaries had not been able to prevent 
the obtaining of my Requeſt, yet the Sum-adjudged 
thereupon, would not be {ſufficient to anſwer the 
Charges I was at. Meſſieurs de Bragelone are very 
honourable Gentlemen, as you know very well. *Tis 
true, they love Piſtoles better than their Relations, 
and upon that Principle contented themſelyes in 
doing me the Honour of their good Advice}. for 
their Generoſity does not go much further; and if 
had no other Kefuge than theirs, I ſhould be but in 
a ſorry Condition. The Abbot of Ecouttes, who ids 
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more liberal, tho' not ſo rich as they, made me a 
Preſent of a hundred Louis d'ors, which I applied to 
the Payment of the Fees, for being received into the 
Order of St. Lazarus. 'The Ceremony of that In- 
ſtallment was performed in Mr. de Louvois's Cham- 
ber, and did not laſt fo long as the telling of the Mo. 
ney. I was in hopes that this generous Abbot would 
have beſtowed upon me ſome ſimple Benefice that 
he might have thrown in my way, without injuring 
himſelf : But it ſeems, a Scruple of Conſcience ſtood 
my Enemy. Upon the whole, Sir, I was een forc'd 
at laſt to go to Verſailles to ſollicit for a Place, 
which is the moſt cutting and vexatious Office in 
the World. Do but conſider, Sir, that in thoſe 
Royal Apartments Crowns fly, and no body knows 
where they go. One muſt patiently attend five or 
ſix Hours a-day in Mr. de Pontchartrain's Apart- 
ments, only to ſhew himſelf every time that that 
Miniſter goes out or comes in. 

He no ſooner appears, than every one crowds in 
to preſent Memorials clogged with fifty Reaſons, 
which commonly fly off as light as the Wind, As 
ſoon as he receives theſe Petitions, he gives em to 
ſome Secretary or other that follows him ; and this 
Secretary carries em to Meſſieurs de la Touche, de 
Begon, and de Saluberri ; whoſe Footmen receive 
Piſtoles from moſt of the Officers, who without 
that Expedient, would be in danger of catching cold 
at the Door of the Office of theſe Deputies. Lis 
from that Expedient alone, that their good or bad 
Deſtiny muſt flow. Pray undeceive yourſelf, as to 
your Notion of the Protection of great Lords: the 
Time is gone in which the Miniſters granted what- 
ever they asked for their Baſtards, their Footmen, 
and their Vaſſals. There is but two or three Prin- 
ces or Dukes, who being great Favourites, will med- 
dle in protecting thoſe that have no immediate De- 
pendance upon em: And if theſe do it, tis very 

| ſeldom ; 
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ſeldom; for you know that the 72 of France is 


in no great Circumſtances, and theſe great Lords 
have oftentimes poor Friends of their own, for 
whom they are oblig'd to ask Places, in order to 
their Subſiſtence. As the World goes now, the Mi- 
niſters are upon ſuch a Foot, that they'll refuſe any 
thing to Perſons of the higheſt Dignity abour Court, 
by replying, the King will have it ſo, or the King will 
have it otherwiſe. And as for the Topic of Merit; 
that's ſuch a frightful Monſter, that it can have no 
Reception in the Miniſters Offices, nay, moſt of the 
Miniſtersare ſtruck with Horror when they think of 
it. Tis the Miniſters, in effect, that diſpoſe of all 
Places, though it appears as if *twere the King. 
They do what they pleaſe, without being accoun- 
table to him, for he puts all upon the Affection and 
Zeal they ought to have for his Service. They 
carry Extracts to him, in which the Merit of the 
Officers they mean to prefer, is either ſuppos'd or 
extoll'd. But the Memorials of thoſe they do not 
like, are far from appearing. | 
I'm ſorry I ſhould be oblig'd to lay this Truth be- 
fore you; however, I mention no particular Mis 
niſter, for they are not all of that Kidney. I know 
ſome of em that would ſcorn to do the leaſt Injuſ- 
tice to any Man whatſoever, and would not ſuffer 
their Suiſſes, or their Lackeys, or even their Depu- 
ties or Clerks, to intrigue for the Preferment of 
ſuch and ſuch Perſons by the means of Piſtoles. Theſe 
dextrous Intriguers do by indirect means make more 
Officers than you have Hairs on your Head; and 
tis for that Reaſon they are ſaluted a League off, 
and dignify'd as ſeriouſly with the Title of Monſieur, 
as their Maſters are with that of Monſcigneur or 
Grandeur, Theſe laſt Titles have been acquired by 
our Miniſters and Secretaries of State, with as much 
Glory as by our Biſhops. We muſt not think ir 
ſtrange therefore, that even our General Officers 


have 
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have the Words Monſeigneur and Grandeur ſo fre- 
quently in their Mouths, provided it be accompany d 
with that of your Excellency. I ſwear, Sir, I could 
find Matter for a Book of three hundred Pages in 
Folio, if I had a mind to be particular upon the In- 
trigues of the Officers and Miniſters of State ; upon 
the means by which the Sollicitors compaſs their ends, 
the notorious Knavery of a certain ſort of People, 
and the Patience with which the Officers muſt be 
fortified ; upon the Contempt that thoſe meet with, 
who have no other Recommendation than Merit, 
and in a word, upon all the Inſtances of Injuſtice, 
that are praQis'd without the King's Knowledge. 

Let it be as it will, I muſt acquaint you, that after 
a fruitleſs Sollicitation for what I thought I had ſome 
Title to, in Conſideration of my Services, I receiy'd 
this Anſwer, that the King would order Mr. de 
Frontenac to provide for me as handſomly as he 
could, when an Occaſion offer'd : So that I was 
forc'd to reſt ſatisfy d with my Anſwer, and reſolve 
to continue a Captain for ever, for I know very 
well, that the Governor of Canada cannot prefer me 
to a higher Poſt. 

Having left Verſailles, I came hither with all Ex- 
pedition, and then went to receive the Commands 
of the Intendant Rochefort. He acquainted me, 
that the Ship called Honorè was fitting up, and that 
I might fail as ſoon as 'twas ready. He recom- 
mended to me the Chevalier de Meaupou, Madam 
Pontchartrain's Nephew, who is to go along with 
me. This Gentleman having the Curioſity to ſee 
Canada, is come hither from Paris, with a handſome 
Retinue. *Tis in vain to ſet forth to him the Tedi- 
ouſneſs of the Paſſage, the Inconveniencies of the 
Sea, and the Diſagreeableneſs of the Country, for 
all theſe Arguments ſerve only to inflame his Curi- 
ofity. The Count d' Aunay is to convoy us to the 


Latitude of Cape Hneſterre, at which Place he is - 
| take 
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take leave of us, and return to Rochefort. We only 
tay for a fair Wind to put to Sea. I am, 


STR, 
Durs, &c. 


— 


LET FF INE 
Dated at Quebec Nov. 10. 1691. 


Which contains an Account of the Author's 
Departure from Rochel to Quebec, of his 
Voyage to the Mouth. of the River St. Lau- 
rence, of a Rencounter he had with an 
Engliſh Hip which he fought ; of the ſtrand- 
ing of his Ship; of his falin through the 
River dt. Laurence; of the News he recei u- 
ed, that a Party of the Engliſh and Iroqueſe 
had defeated a Body of the French Troops. 


SIR, 


12 after I wrote to you, we ſet fail 
from the Harbour of Rochel, upon our great 
Voyage to Canada. On the 5th of Auguſt we per- 
ceived a great Ship, which the Count of Aunay gave 
chaſe to, who being a better Sailor, came up with 
her in three Hours time, whereupon ſhe on a ſud- 
den put up Genoeſe Colours. Some Guns were fir'd 
upon the Prow, to oblige her to ſtrike ; but the Cap- 
tain was ſo obſtinate, that Mr. d Aunay was forc'd to 
give her a Broadſide, which kill'd four or five of 
the Seamen, whereupon the reſt were oblig'd to put. 
out their Long-boat, and carry to his Ship their 
Paſſports and Bills of Lading. On the 1oth, after 


they 
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they had taken the Latitude, the Pilots thinking that 
they were even with Cape Finiſter, Mr. d' Aunay ſent 
out his Long- boat, to acquaint me that he was then 
upon his Return home, upon which I wrote him a 
Letter of Thanks. Father Bechefer a Jeſuit, who had 
been many Years Superior of the College of Quebec, 
whither he was now going in the ſame Capacity, was 
forc'd to throw himſelf into this Long- boat, in order 
to his Return into France, having found himſelf con- 
tinually indiſpos'd, from the firſt day we put to Sea, 
On the 23d of Auguſt we had a great Storm of Wind 
from the North-Weſt,which laſted about twenty four 
Hours, being then a hundred Leagues offthe Bank of 
Newfoundland. This Bank takes its Name from the J. 
land of Newfound-land, a Map of which is here annex d 
When the Storm was over, there ſucceeded a Wind 
from the North-Eaſt, which drove us in ten or twely: 
Hours, to the Mouth of the River of St. Lauren: 
On the 6th of September we diſcover'd a Ship failing 
from the Coaſt of Gaſpe, which bore down upon u 
with a full Sail, We thought at firſt that they were 
French coming from Quebec, but their way of work. 
ing the Ship diſcovered to us within an Hour after, 
that they were Enemies. After we knew them, ve 
prepared to fight them, and they being about 2 
League to the Windward of us, came quickly down 
upon us with full Sail, within Musket-ſhot. Pre- 
ſently they put up Engii/ Colours, and gave us a 
Broad-ſide ; and we put up our own Colours, and 
paid them home in their own Coin. The Fight laſted 
two Hours, and both ſides fir'd continually one 
upon another, but the Sea being tempeſtuous, we 
were obliged to ſhear off as Night came on, with- 
out ſuffering any other Loſs than the wounding of 
two Seamen, and the receiving of twenty-eight 0! 
thirty Shot in our Maſts, Sails, and Rigging. Two 
Days after we met Mr. Duta,, Captain of the Ha- 
Zardaus, who was homeward bound for e. 
5 eing 
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being a Convoy to ten or twelve Merchant Ships. 
He gave me ſome Refreſhments, and told me ſome 
News of Canada, which were very acceptable, We 
purſu'd our Courſe in ſpight of the South-Eaſt 
Wind, which obliged us to tack about ſeveral ways, 
till we came to Portneuf, near to Tadouſſac. In this 
Place we were ſtranded by the Fault of the Coaſt- 
ing-Pilot, who being ob ſtinate for caſting Anchor 
rear the Land, was like to have been the Cauſe of 
a Shipwreck. At Midnight the Ship was ſo daſh'd 
againſt the Sand, that I thought ſhe was ſplit in 
pieces, but the Tide ebbing by degrees, ſhe was left 
lying upon the Coaſt, without any. apparent Da- 
mage. I preſently caus'd a Kedger to be dropt in 
the deep Water belag'd with ſeveral Ropes called 
Grelins Epiſſes (ſee the Explication Table,) and the 


vent Morning the Tide returning, ſet the Ship afloat, 


and then we haul'd it in with the Capſtan. On 
the 13th we caſt Anchor near the Red Jand, and 
the next Day being the 14th, we paſs'd that Chan- 
nel without danger, by the fayour of a freſh Gale 
from the North-Eaſt. 

On the 15th we caſt Anchor at the Ie of Hares : 
On the 16th we paſs'd the /e of Condres : On the 
19th we weather d the Cape of Tourmente, and the 
next Day we anchored in this Port, From the 
Mouth of the River to this Place, we had the fineſt 
Sunſhine Days that ever were ſeen : During which 
time, I had both Leiſure and Opportunity to view 
the Coaſts on the right Hand and the left, while we 
tack'd about and about as the wind ſery'd. When 
I ſaw a great many Rivers on the South ſide, I ask'd 
the Pilots why the Ships us'd to ſteer their Courſe 
on the North fide, where there is no Anchorage 
to be found, but at Papinacheſc, the ſeven Iles, and 
Portneuf. They anſwer d me, that the ordinary Bree- 
zes of the rough North-Weſt Wind, which blows 
upon this River for three quarters of a year, were 

the 
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the true Cauſe why they durſt not go far from the 
North fide; and that no body could enſure a Ship 
that ſhould ſteer on the South fide, except it were 
in the Months of June, July, and Auguſt. If ir 
were not for that, I believe it would be more plea. 
fant, more eaſy, and leſs dangerous to fail on the 
South, than on the North fide, becauſe one might 
caſt Anchor every Night at the Entrance of thoſe 
Rivers which diſcharge themſelves all along that 
Coaſt, and would not be obliged to be veering a- 
bout continually Night and Day, as he is forcd 
to do when he ſteers his Courſe on the North fide 
This, Sir, is all I had to fay at preſent about our 
failing in this River, which I ſhall have occaſion to 
mention to you again. After our Ship caſt Anchor 
before Quebec, I landed with the Chevalier Mearpoy 
whom I conducted to the Houſe of Mr. Frontenac,who 
offer'd to him as well as to me, the Uſe of his Table 
and Houſe. I am inform'd that 300 Engliſh, and 200 
Iroqueſe, approached about two Months ago to the 
Iſle of Monreal: That the Governor of that Ifle 
tranſported 15 Companies from the other ſide of the 
River, to watch their Motions : 'That a Detach- 
ment of the Enemy having ſurprized our Out- 
Guards, attack'd the whole Body of them, and our 
Camp at the ſame time, with ſo much Vigour and 
Courage, that they kill'd upon the Spot more than 
three hundred Soldiers, beſides two Captains, ſix Lieu- 
tenants, and five Enſigns; and that after this fatal 
Expedition, Mr. Valrenes, a Captain of the Ma- 
rines, ſer out from Monreal, with a Detachment of 
French and Savages, to go to Fort Chambli, (for 
fear the Iroqueſe ſhould attack that Foſt) who hav- 
ing met in their Paſſage a Party of Engliſh and Irc- 
queſe, attack'd them vigorouſly, and defeated them. 


All theſe different Adventures give me ground 


to conjecture, that it will be much more * 
| an 
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than *tis imagin'd, to make a good Peace with the 
five Nations of the Iroqueſe. Mr. Frontenac has given 
the neceſſary Orders to all the neighbouring Habi- 
tations, that they ſhould tranſport a great quantity 
of Stakes and Lime in the Winter time to the Neigh- 
bourhood of this City. Farewel, Sir, the laſt Ships 
which are to depart hence for France, will fail in 
three or four Days. I am, 


SIR, Tours, &c. 


LET FER a5 
Dated at Nantz, Octob. 25. 1692. 


Containing an Account of the taking of ſome 
_ Engliſh Veſſels, of defeating a Party of the 
Iroqueſe ; of an Iroqueſe burnt alive at Que- 
bec; of another Party of theſe Barbarians, 
who having ſurprized ſome Coureurs de Bois, 
were afterwards ſurprized themſelves. Of 
the Project of an Enterprize propos d by Mr. 
Frontenac to the Author. Of the Author's 
Departure in a Frigat for France, and his 
ſtopping at Placentia, which was attack'd by 
an Engliſh Fleet that came to take that Poſt ' 
from us. How the Engliſh faild in their 
Deſign, and the Author purſu'd his Voyage. 


SIR, 


Hs Letter comes from Britany, and not from 
Canada, from whence I parted fuddenly to re- 
turn into France, about two Months afrer I receiv'd 
your Letter, which I could not then anſwer, for 
want of an Opportunity. You tell me, that you are 
ſatisfy d with the Deſcription I have ſent you of the 
River 
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River St. Laurence, and that you would be very 
glad to have as exact an Account of the whole Coun. 
try of Canada. I can ſcarce fatisfy your Deſire at 
preſent, becauſe I have not yet had time to ſort al 
my Memoirs, and therefore you muſt not take it 
amiſs, that 1 pray you to ſuſpend your Curioſity for 
ſome time. In the mean time, here follows the 
Relation of ſome things that happened in Canada, 
which may be acceptable to you. 

Immediately after the Ships parted from Qyelz: 
the laſt Year, Mr. Frontenac ordered a Plan to be 
drawn of a Wall to encompaſs the City, and hav. 
ing tranſported thither all the Materials neceſſary 
for building ſome Redoubts of Stone, he took care 
to fortify it during the Summer. Some Days ago 
a Gentleman of New-England call'd Nelſon, was 
brought Priſoner to Quebec, who was taken in the 
River of Kenebeꝶi, upon the Coaſt of Acadia, together 
with three Ships belonging to him, and becauſe he 
was a very gallant Man, Mr. Frontenac gave hima 
Lodging at his own Houſe, and treated him with 
all manner of Civility. About the beginning 
this Year, this Governor gave the Command of: 
Party conſiſting of 150 Soldiers, to Chevalier Beai- 
cour, with whom fifty of the Savages that were our 
Friends were joyn'd, in order to march on th: 
Ice towards Fort Frontenac. About thirty or fort) 
Leagues from Monreal, they met a Company of fix- 
ty Iroqueſe, who were diſcovered by the Foot-ſtep: 
of ſome of their Hunters that had ſtraggled out cf 
their Cottages, and the next Day they were all ſur- 
priz'd, and either had their 'Throats cut, or were 
made Priſoners. The Sieur de la Plante, who livd 
in Slavery with theſe Wretches, had the good For- 
tune to be preſent in their Company when they 
were defeated, and he had certainly been kill'd wit! 
his Maſters, if he had not cry'd out with all hi 


Might, Spare me, I am a Frenchman ; He was one of 


the 
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the four Officers, who had the Misfortune to be ta- 
ken in that fatal Incurſion, which theſe Tygers made 
into Monreal, as I told you in my 19th Letter. The 
Chevalier Beaucour return'd again to the Colony with 
his Party, and brought along with him twelve Pri- 
ſoners of the Iroqueſe, who were immediately con- 
ducted to Pueber : After they arrived, Mr. Frontenac 
did very judiciouſly condemn two of the wicked- 
eſt of the Company, to be burnt alive with a flow 
Fire, This Sentence extremely terrified the Gover- 
nor's Lady and the Jeſuits; the Lady us'd all 
manner of Supplication to procure a Moderation of 
the terrible Sentence, but the Judge was inexorable, 
and the Jeſuits employ'd all their Eloquence in vain 
upon this Occaſion, The Governor anſwered 
them, That it was abſolutely neceſſary to make 
* ſome terrible Examples of Severity to frighten the 
* Iroque/e ; That ſince theſe Barbarians burnt almoſt 
* all the French, who had the Misfortune to fall in- 
* to their Hands, they muſt be treated after the 
* ſame manner, becauſe the Indulgence which had 
* hitherto been ſhewn them, ſeem'd to authorize 
* them to invade our Plantations, and ſo much the 
rather to do it, becauſe they run no other Hazard 
than that of being taken, and well kept at their 
* Maſter's Houſes; but when they ſhould under- 
ſtand that the French caus d them to be burnt, they 
* would have a care for the future how they ad- 
vanced with ſo much Boldneſs to the very Gates 
of our Cities; and in fine, That the Sentence of 
Death being paſt, theſe two Wretches muſt pre- 
* pare to take a Journey into the other World. 
This Obſtinacy appear'd ſurprizing in Mr. Frontenac, 
who but a little before had favour'd the Eſcape of 
three or four Perſons liable to the Sentence of Death, 
| upon the importunate Prayer of Madam the Gover- 
nels ; but though ſhe redoubled her earneſt Suppli- 
cations, ſne could not alter his firm Reſolution as 
N to 
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to theſe two Wretches. The Jeſuits were there. 
upon ſent to baptize them, and oblige them to ac- 
knowledge the Trinity and the Incarnation, and 
to repreſent to them the Joys of Paradiſe and the 
Torments of Hell, within the Space of eight or ten 
Hours. You will readily confeſs, Sir, that this waz 
a very bold way of treating theſe great Myſteries, 
and that to endeavour to make the [roqueſe under. 
ſtand them ſo quickly, was to expoſe them to their 
Lavghter. W hether they took theſe Truths for Songs, 
I do not know; but this I can aſſure you, that from 
the Minute they were acquainted with this fatal 
News, they ſent back theſe good Fathers without 
ever hearing them; and then they began to ſing the 
Song of Death, according to the Cuſtom of the &. 
vages. Some charitable Perſon having thrown 1 
Knife to them in Priſon, he who had the leaſt Cou- 
rage of the two, thruſt it into his Breaſt, and died 
of the Wound immediately. Some young Hurons of 
Lorette, aged between fourteen and fifteen Years, 
came to ſeize the other, and carry him away to the 
Diamant Cape, where Notice was given to prepare: 
great Pile of Wood. He ran to Death with a greater 
Unconcernedneſs than Socrates would have done, 
if he had been in his Caſe. During the time of Ex- 
ecution he ſung continually ; *© That he was a War- 
& riour, brave and undaunted ; that the moſt cruel 
kind of Death could not ſhock his Courage, that 
© no Torments could extort from him any Cries, 
& that his Companion was a Coward for having 
5 kill'd himſelf through the fear of Torment; and 
& laſtly, that if he was burnt, he had this Comfort, 
© that he had treated many French and Hyrons aftet 
*-the ſame manner.” All that he ſaid was very true, 
and chiefly as to his own Courage and Firmneſs ot 
Soul; for I can truly ſwear to you, that he neithe! 
ſhed Tears, nor wasyever perceived to ſigh ; but 
on the contrary, during all the Time that he ſuf. 
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ſerd the moſt horrible Torments that could be in- 
vented, and which laſted about the Space of three 
Hours, he never ceas' d one Minute from ſinging. 
The Soles of his Feet were roaſted before two great 
Stones red hot, for more than a quarter of an Hour; 
the Tops of his Fingers were ſcorch'd in a Stove of 
@ lighted Pipes; during which Torture he did nat 
draw back his Hand. After this, the ſeveral Joints 
of his Body were cut off, one after another : The 
E Nerves of his Limbs and Arms were diſtorted with 
W a little Iron Wand, after ſuch a manner as cannot 
E poſſibly be expreſsd. In fine, after many other 
Tortures, the Hair of his Head was taken off after 


ſuch a manner, that there remain'd nothing but the 


scull, upon which theſe young Executioners were 
going to throw ſome burning Sand, when a certain 
BS Slave of the Hurons of Lorette, by the Order of Ma- 
dam the Governeſs, knock'd him on the Head with 
Ja Club, which put an End to his Martyrdom. As 
to my ſelf, I vow and ſwear, that the Prologue of 
@ this Tragedy created in me ſo great a Horror, that 
L had not the Curioſity to ſee the End of it, nor to 
bear this poor Wretch ſing to the laſt Moment of 
bis Life. I have ſeen ſo many burnt againſt my 
Will, amongſt thoſe People where I ſojourn'd, du- 
ring the Courſe of my Voyages, that I cannot think 
Jof it without Trouble. *Tis a ſad Spectacle, at which 
W cvery one is obliged to be preſent, when he happens 
to ſojourn among theſe Savage Nations, who inflict 
this cruel kind of Death upon their Priſoners of 
War; for as I have told you in one of my Letters, 
all the Savages practiſe this barbarous Cruelty. No- 
thing is more grating to a civil Man, than that he 
is obliged to be a Witneſs of the Torments which 
this kind of Martyrs ſuffer; for if any one ſhould 
Pretend to ſhun this Sight, or expreſs any Compaſ- 
lion for them, he would be eſteemed by them, a 


Man of no Courage. - 
N 2 Aſter 
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After the Navigation was open and free, the 
Sieur St. Michel a Canadan, ſet out from Monreal for 


the Beaver Lakes, at the Head of a Party of the 2 
Coureurs de Bois, with ſeveral Canows laden with ſuch Fo 
Goods as are proper for the Savages. In their Paſ- 39 
fage from Long-Saut to the River of the Outaonas, Kats 
they met ſixty Iroque/e, who ſurpriʒ d them and cut ges 
all their Throats, except four, that had the good I 
Fortune to eſcape and carry the News to Monreal _ 
As ſoon as this fatal Accident was known, the Che- "Dy 
valier Vaudreuil, put himſelf in a Canow with a De- per 
tachment, and purſu'd this Party of Iroqueſe, being E 
follow'd by a hundred Canadans, and ſome confe- 1 
derate Savages. I know not by what Chance he had fon 
the good Fortune to overtake them, but ſo it was, = 
he ſurpriz'd them, and attack'd them with Vigour, fly 
upon which they fought deſperately, but at laſt they Wi Aa. 
were defeated. This Victory coſt us the Lives ot hun 
many of our Savages, and of three or four of ou ae 
Officers. The Iroque/e that were taken, were carried Pac 
to the City of Alonreal, near which Place they were fe 
regaled with a Salvo of Baſtinadoes. cher 
About the Beginning of the Month of Juh, Mr. of tb 
Frontenac having received ſome News from the Wil Tee 
Commander of the Lakes, ſpoke to me of a cet- W 220 
tain Project, which I had formerly ſhown him to me ſſt 
be of great Importance : But becauſe he did not main 
ſufficiently conſider all the Advantages that might W wich 
be reaped from it, and on the contrary, appte- IL vil 
hended a great many Difficulties would attend the | ing | 
putting it in Execution, he had altogether neglected : eithe 
this Affair, of which I ſhall give you the following | bear 
Account. men 
I obſerv'd to you in my 17th Letter, the great Im the n 
portance and Advantage of the Forts of Frontenac Y Worl 
and Niagara, and that in the Conjuncture of Cir- choſe 
eumſtances wherein Mr. Denon wille then found them, ¶ chree 


it was impoſſible to preſerve them. You have allo Wor th 
remark à Wo... 
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remark'd the Advantages which the Savages have 
over the Europeans, by their way of fighting in the 
Foreſts of this vaſt Continent. Since we cannot 
deſtroy the Troqueſe with our own ſingle Forces, we 
are neceſſarily oblig'd to have recourſe to the Sava- 

es that are our Allies: And 'tis certain, as they 
themſelves foreſee, that if theſe Barbarians could 
compaſs the Deſtruction of our Colonies, they would 
be ſubdued by them ſooner or later, as it has hap- 
pened to many other Nations, ſo they know it to 
be their Intereſt to join with us to deſtroy theſe Ban- 
diti's, Now ſince they are well affected to this De- 
fign, we muſt endeavour to facilitate to them the 
means of putting it in Execution; for you may ea- 
fily believe that theſe People, as ſavage as they are, 
are not ſo void of Senſe, as to travel two or three 


hundred Leagues from their own Country, to fight 
W againſt their Enemies, without being ſure of a 
Place of Retreat, where they may repoſe them- 
ſelves, and find Proviſions. There is no Queſtion 
therefore but we ſhould build Forts upon the Lands 
of the Iroqus/e, and maintain them in ſpite of their 
Teeth. This, Sir, is what I propos'd above a Year 
ago to Mr. Frontenac, and it is what he would have 
me ſtill to undertake. I project therefore to build and 
maintain three Forts upon the Courſe of the Lakes, 
W with ſome Veſſels that ſhall go with Oars, which 


I will build according to my Fancy ; but they be- 


ing light, and of great Carriage, may be manag'd 
either with Oars or a Sail, and will alſo be able to 


bear the Shocks of the Waves. I demand fifty Sea- 


men of the French Biſcay, for they are known to be 
che moſt dextrous and able Mariners that are in the 
World. I muſt alſo have two hundred Soldiers, 
_ choſen out of the Troops of Canada. I will build 
| three little Caſtles in ſeveral Places, one at the Mouth 


of the Lake Errie, which you ſee in my Map. of 
Canada, under the Name of Fort Suppoſe, Ng 
des 4 3 others. 


* 


» 
—— 
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others. The ſecond I will build in the ſame Place I 
where it was when I maintain'd it in the Years t. 
1687 and 1688, whereof I have wrote to you in F 
my 14th and 15thLetters: and the third at the Mouth V 
of the Bay of Toronto, upon the ſame Lake. Ninety te 


Men will be ſufficient to gariſon theſe three Re- 
doubts, and perhaps a ſmaller Number; for the ro- 
queſe, who never {aw a Cannon but in a Picture, and 
to whom an Ounce of Powder is more precious than 
a Lewis-d'or, can never be perſuaded to atrack any 
kind of Fortification. I deſire of the King for put- 
ting this Project in Execution, 1 5000 Crowns a Year, 
for the Maintenance, Entertainment, Subſiſtence, 
and Pay of theſe 250 Men. It will be very eaſ 
for me to tranſport with the abovemention'd vet 
ſels 400 Savages, into the Country of the Jroqueſe, 
whenever I have a Mind. I can carry Proviſions for 
2000, and tranſport as many Sacks of Indian Corn 
as are neceſſary for maintaining theſe Forts both in 
Winter and Summer, Tis eaſy to have plenty of 
Hunting and Shooting in all the Ifles, and to con- 
+ trive Ways for croſſing the Lakes; and it will be fo 
much the more eaſy to purſue the Iroqueſe in their 
Canows, and fink them, that my Veſſels are light, 
and my Men fight under a Cover. In fine, if you 
ſaw the Memorial which I am to preſent to Mr. 
Pontchavtrain, you would find that this Enterprize 
is the fineſt and moſt uſeful that can be invented, 
to diſtreſs the Irogueſe in time of War, and confine 
them within Bounds in time of Peace. Mr. Fronte- 
nac has join'd to it a private Letter to Mr. Pontchar- 
train, wherein he obſerves to him, that if this Pro- 
ject were well put in Execution, theſe terrible Enc- 
mies would be obliged in two Years time, to aban- 
don their Country. After this he adds, that he judges 
me ſufficiently qualified to go upon ſuch an En- 
terprize, and believes I will make my Point good. 
Perhaps he might have light on others that know 
the Country and Cuſtoms of the Savages * . 
| 0: 
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do: But by an Accident which does not tend much 
to my Advantage, I have purchas'd the Eſteem and 
Friendſhip of theſe Savages, which in my Opinion 
was the only Reaſon that moy'd Mr. de Frontenac 
to ſingle out me for this Service. 

July the 25th, the Governor having given me his 
Packet for the Court, and the St. Anne Frigat being 
rigg d and fitted out accoring to his Orders, I em- 
bark'd in the Port of Quebec, and after five Days 
filing, we met in the River of St. Laurence, over- 
againſt Monts Notre Dame, twelve Merchant-men, 
bound from France for Quebec, under the Convoy 
of Mr, d. Iberville, Captain of the Poli. Auguſt the 
$th, we got clear of the Bay of St. Laurence, by the 
help of a weſterly Gale, and that in ſuch fair and 
clear Weather, that we deſcry'd the Iſlands of Cape 
Breton and Newfoundland, as diſtinctly as if we had 
been within a Musket-Shot of em. The nine or 
ten following Days were ſo far of a different Stamp, 
that we could ſcarce ſee from the Prow to the Poop 
of the Ship, for all of a ſudden there fell the thick- 
eſt and darkeſt Fog that ever I ſaw. At the End 
of theſe Days the Horizon clearing up, we ſtood 
in for Newfound-Land, deſcrying Cape St. Mary ; 
and by making all the Sail we could, arriv'd that 
very Day in the Port of Placentia. 

In that Port I found fifty Fiſhermen, moſt of 
which were of French Biſcay, and thought to have 
ſet out for France along with them in a few Days: 
But they were longer in getting ready than I thought 
for, and when we were juſt ready to break ground, 
we were inform'd by ſome Fiſhermen, that five large 
Engliſh Ships were come to an Anchor near Cape St. 
Mary. 'This Intelligence prov'd very true, for on 
the 1 5th of September they caſt Anchor in ſight of 
Placentia. The 16th they weigh'd, and came to an 
Anchor in the Road, out of the reach of our Guns. 
Upon this the Governor was not a little perplex'd, 


for he had but fifty Soldiers in his Fort, and a very 
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ſmall Moicty of Ammunition. Beſides, the Fort 
was commanded by a Mountain, from whence he 
might be gall'd with Stones flung out of Slings; and 
*rwas to be fear d, the Engliſh would poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of that high Ground. I march'd with ſixty of 
the Seamen belonging to the Fiſhermen, to prevent 
their Landing, in caſe they attempted to make a 
Deſcent at a certain Place call'd Ja Fontaine; and! 
compaſs d my End without firing a Gun. In effect, 
fix or ſeven hundred Engl:/h put into the Land in 
twenty Sloops, with a Deſign to have landed at that 
Place; upon which my vigorous Cantabrians being 
full of Fire and Forwardneſs, appear'd too ſoon upon 
the Shoar, in ſpite of my 'Teeth, and by that means 
oblig'd the Engliſh to take another Courſe, and row 
with all their Might to the back of a little Cape, 
where they threw in a Barrel of Pitch and Tar that 
burnt two Arpents of Thickets. The 187% about 
Noon, perceiving that a little Sloop put off from the 
Admiral with a white Flag on its Prow, and made 
towards the Fort, I run in thither immediately. 
'The Governor had took care to ſend out one of his 
own Sloops with the ſame Flag, to meet the other, 
and was ſurpriz d when ſhe return'd with two Egli 
Officers on board. 'T heſe Officers gave the Gover- 
nor to underſtand, that the Admiral deſir d he would 
| ſend an Officer on board of him, which was done ac- 
cordingly; for Mr. de Cofte-belle and I, went on 
board of the Admiral, who receiv'd us with all Re- 
ſpect and Civility, and regal'd us with Sweet-meats, 
and ſeveral ſorts of Wines, with which we drank 
the Healths of the Admirals of France, and England. 
He ſhew'd us his whole Ship, to the very Carriages 
of the Guns, and then gave the Sieur de Ceſte-belle to 
know, that twould be a great Trouble to him to be 
oblig'd to take Placentia by the Force of Arms, in re- 
ard that he foreſaw, ſuch an Enterprize would prove 
5 to the Governor, to the Gariſon, and all the 
IIchapi⸗ 
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bitants, upon the Account that he would find a 
oreat deal of Difficulty in preventing the Pillaging 
and other Diſorders; that in order to avoid this Mit- 
fortune, *twould be a prudential Part in the Gover- 
nor, to come to a Compoſition, Our Officer be- 
ing fully acquainted with the Governor's Mind, 
made anſwer in his Name, that he was reſolv'd up- 
on a vigorous Defence, and would rather ſpring the 
Place in the Air, than ſurrender it to the Enemies of 
the King his Maſter. After a mutual Exchange of 
Compliments, we took leave of him, and being rea- 
dy to get into our Sloop, he told us with Embraces, 
that he was infinitely ſorry he could not ſalute us 
with his Guns, in the Room of which he order'd five 
or ſix Huzza's, with Long Jive the King. When 
we went into the Boat, we return'd him the fame 
number of Shouts, to which he return'd a Seventh, 
that finiſh'd the Ceremony. Upon our Return to 
the Fort, Mr. de Cofte-belle gave the Governor an 
Account of the Force of the Admiral's Ship. The 
St. Albans (ſo the Ship was call'd) carried ſixty fix 
Guns mounted, and fix hundred Men Compliment, 
but the other Ships appear'd to be of leſs Force. 
The next Day, which was the 197%, they advanc'd 
within Cannon-ſhot of the Fort, where they lay by, 
while a Sloop row'd up to the Batteries. 'The Go- 
vernor ſent out another Sloop to know what the 
Matter was, and was anſwer'd, that if he had a 
mind for a Parley in the time of the Ingagement, 
he ſhould put up a red Flag for a Signal. I was then 
poſted at Ia Fontaine, to oppoſe a Deſcent ; for that 
was the only Place that could be ſerviceable to the 
Engliſh, in order to maſter Placentia. The Eng- 
liſp ought to have conſider'd, that their Cannon 
would do no Service againſt an impenetrable Ram- 
part, and that they would loſe their Labour in 
ſhooting againſt Flints and Earth. But it ſeems, they 
were oblig'd by expreſs Orders from the Prince of 
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Orangetodo it, and at the ſame time to expole them. 
ſelves to the Danger of being ſunk, which had certain- 
ly been effeCted, if we had had Powder and Ball 
enough, for the Cannonading laſted almoſt five Hours 

The 2oth a French Pilot who was Priſoner on 
board of the Admiral, made his Eſcape by throwing 
himſelf into the Sea in the Night-time. He landed 
at the Place where I lay in Ambuſcade; and aſter 
he had given me an Account of what paſs'd in the 
Fleet, I ſent him to the Governor's Houſe. He in- 
form'd me, that they had deſign'd a Deſcent with 
ſeven or eight hundred Men, but alter'd their Reſo. 
lution, upon the Apprehenſion, that there were 
fourteen or fifteen hundred Scamen ready to oppoſe 
them; that they were of the Opinion, that my ſixty 
Biſcayans who diſcover'd themſelves upon the Shoar 
at la Fontaine, in ſpite of all I could do, had no 
other View but, to draw em into an Ambuſcade, by 
tempting 'em to come up. 'The 21/ they ſet fail 
with a North-Eaſt Gale, after having burnt all the 
Houſes at Pointe Verte, where the Governor had 
ſent a Detachment by way of Precaution that very 
ſame Day; but the ways were ſo impracticable, that 
the Detachment could not get there in time to op- 
poſe the Enemy. This one may juſtly ſay, that 
if it had not been for the Captains of the Biſcay 
Ships that were then at Placentia, that Place had un- 
doubtedly fallen into the Hands of the Engliſh : And 
this I can convince you of, when you and I meet. 
In this bloody Expedition, the Engliſh loſt fix Men; 
and on our fide the Sieur Boat, Lieutenant of a 
Nantes Veſſel, had his Arm ſhot off. In fine, the 
Engliſh did all that Men could do, ſo that nothing 
can be ſaid againſt their Conduct. 

October the 6th, I took Shipping in Purſuit of my 
Voyage to France, being accompany'd with ſeveral 
other Veſſels. The Weſterly Winds were ſo favour- 
able to us in our Paſſage, that we came to an _ 
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chor on the 23d at St. Nagere, which lies but eight 
or nine Leagues from this Place. I am to ſet out 
immediately for Verſailles ; in the mean time, I am, 

SIR, 


Durs, &c. 


LETTER XXIV. 
Dated at Nantes, May 10. 1693. 


Containing an Account of Mr. Frontenac ro- 
jet, which was rejected at Court, and the Rea- 
ſon why it was rejetted. The King gives the 
Author the Lieutenancy of the Iſle of News» 
found-Land, &c. together with a free Inde- 
pendant Company. 


SIR, 


Am now once more at Nantes, from whence I 
wrote to you in Ofober laſt. I am now return'd 
from Court, where 1 preſented to Mr. Pontchar- 
train Mr, Frontenac's Letters, and the Memorial I 
mention'd in my laſt. I was anſwer'd, that it would 
not be proper to execute the Project I propos'd, be- 
cauſe the forty Seamen which were neceſſary for 
my Purpoſe, could not now be allow'd me; and be- 
ſides the King had given Orders to Mr. Frontenac, 
to make Peace with the Iroqueſe upon any Terms 
whatſoever. This Inconveniency alſo was found 
to attend the Project, that after the Forts which I 
intended to build upon the Lakes were intirely 
finiſhed, the Savages that are our Friends and Con- 
federates, would rather ſeck after Glory, by making 
War 
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War upon the Iroqueſe, than take Pleaſure in Hunt- 
ing the Beavers, which would be a conſiderable Da- 
mage to the Colonies of Canada, that ſubſiſt only, as 
one may ſay, by the Trade of Skins, as I ſhall ſhew 
you more particularly in a proper Place. The Eng- 
liſp will by no means take it ill, that we do not 
build theſe Forts, for beſides that they are too 
much concern'd for the Preſervation of the Iraqueſe, 
they will always be ready to furniſh with Merchan- 
dize the Savage Nations, that are our Allies, as they 
have done hitherto. I muſt own my {elf mightily 
oblig'd to the Engliſh, who attack'd us at Placentia 
the laſt Year ; they declar'd publickly, though with- 
out any juſt Ground, after they arriv'd in England, 
that they would infallibly have taken that Place, if 
I had not oppos'd their Deſcent. I have already 
inform'd you, that I did not at all hinder them from 
landing at the Place where I was poſted with ſixty 
Biſcayan Seamen : So that they attribute to me a 
glorious Action, in which I had no Share, and by 
that means have done me ſo much Honour, that his 
Majeſty hath beſtow'd upon me the Lieutenancy of 
the Iſle of Newfound-Land and Acadia, which I ne- 
ver deſery'd upon that Score. 'Thus you ſee, Sir, 
that many times ſuch Perſons are preferr'd, who 
have no other Patrons in the World, but pure 
Chance. However, I ſhould have been better pleas d, 
if I could have put the abovemention'd Project in 
Execution ; for a ſolitary Life is moſt grateful to me, 
and the Manners of the Savages are perfectly agree- 
able to my Palate. The Corruption of our Age is 
ſo great, that it ſeems the Europeans have made a 
Law, to tear one another in pieces by cruel Uſage 
and Reproaches, and therefore you muſt not think 
it ſtrange, if I have a Kindneſs for the poor Ameri- 
cans, who have done me ſo many Favours. I am 
to ſet out the next Day after To-morrow, from this 
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Place, in order to embark at St. Nazere. The Me/* 
ſeurs d Angui, two Nantes Merchants, have taken 
upon them to maintain the Gariſon of Placentia, 
upon condition of certain Grants made by the Court, 
who furniſhes them with a Ship, wherein I am to 
have my Paſſage. Pray ſend me your News by 
ſome Ships of S. Jobn de Luz, which are to fail 
from this Place within two Months, in order to 
truck with the Inhabitants of Placenta. 

I cannot conclude this Letter, without giving you 
ſome Account of a Diſpute I had very lately at my 
Inn, with a Portugueze Phyſician, who had made 
many Voyages to Angola, Brazil, and Goa. He 
maintain'd, that the People of the Continent of 
America, Afia, and Africa, were deſcended from 
three different Fathers, which he thus attempted to 
prove. The Americans differ from the Afiatics, for 
they have neither Hair nor Beard; the Features of 
their Face, their Colour and their Cuſtoms are dif- 
ferent ; beſides that, they know neither meum nor 
tuum, but have all things in common, without mak- 
ing any Property of Goods, which is quite contrary 
to the Afiatic way of living. He added, that Ame- 
rica was ſo far diſtant from the other Parts of the 
World, that no body can imagine, how a Voyage 
ſhould be made into this New Continent, before the 
Uſe of the Compaſs was found out; That the Afri- 
cans being black and flat Nos'd, had ſuch monſtrous 
thick Lips, ſuch a flat Face, ſuch ſoft woolly Hair 
on their Head, and were in their Conſtitution, 
Manners, and Temper, ſo different from the Ame- 
ricans, that he thought it impoſſible, that theſe two 
ſorts of People ſhould deriye their Original from 
Adam, whom this Phyſician would have to reſemble 
a Turk or a Perſian in his Air and Figure. I an- 
ſwer'd him preſently, that ſuppoſing the Scripture 
did not give convincing Evidence, that all Men in 
general are deſcended from one firſt Father, yet his 
Reaſoning 
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Reaſoning would not be ſufficient to prove the con- 
trary, ſince the Difference that is found between the 
People of America and Africa, proceeds from no 
other Caule but the different Qualities of the Air and 
Climate in theſe two Continents: That this appears 
plainly to be true, becauſe a Negro Man and Wo- 
man, or a Savage Man and Woman, being tranſ- 
planted into Europe, will produce ſuch Children 
there, who in four or five Generations, will infalli- 
bly be as white, as the moſt ancient Europeans. 
The Phyfician deny'd this Matter of Fact, and main- 
tain d, that the Children deſcended from this Negro 
Man or Woman, would be born there as black as 
they are in Guiney ; but that afterwards the Rays of 
the Sun being more oblique and leſs ſcorching than 
in Africa, theſe Infants would not have that black 
ſhining Luſtre, which is ſo eaſily diſtinguiſhed up- 
on the Skin of ſuch Negroes as are brought up in 
their own Country. To confirm his Hypotheſis, he 
aſſur d me, that he had ſeen many Negroes at Li/- 
boy, as black as in Africa, tho their Great Grand- 
father's Grandfather had been tranſplanted into Por- 
tugal many Years ago. He added alſo, that thoſe 
ho were deſcended from the Portugueze, that 
dwelt at Angola, Cape Vert, Ec. about a hundred 
Years ago, are ſo little tawn'd, that *tis impoſſible 
to diſtinguiſh them from the Natives of Portugal: 
He further confirm'd his way of Reaſoning, from an 
unconteſtable Matter of Fact ; for, ſays he, if the 
Rays of the Sun were the Cauſe of the Blackneſs of 
the Negroes, from hence it would follow, that the 
Brazilians being ſituate in the ſame Degree from the 
Equator with the Africans, ſhould be as black as 
they are; but ſo they are not, for tis certain their 
Skin appears to be as clear as that of the Portugueſe: 
But this was not all, he maintain'd farther, that thoſe 
who are deſcended from the firſt Savages of Brazil, 
that were tranſported into Portugal, above an Age 

ago, 
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ago, have as little Hair and Beard as their Anceſ- 


tors, and on the contrary, thoſe who are deſcended 
from the firſt Portugueze, who Peopled the Colo- 
nies of Brazil, are as Hairy, and have as great 
Beards, as if they had been born in Portugal. But 
after all, continued he, though all that I have ſaid 
is abſolutely true, yet there are ſome People, who 
raſhly maintain, that rhe Children of the Africans 
and Americans, will by degrees degenerate in Eu- 
rope. This may happen to thoſe whoſe Mothers re- 
ceive the Embraces of Europeans, which is the Rea- 
{on why we ſee ſo many Mullattes in the Ifles of 
America, in Spain, and in Portugal: Whereas if 
theſe Women had been as cloſely kept up in Europe, 
as the Portugueze Women are in Africa and Ameri- 
ca, the Children of the Braſilians would no more 
# degenerate than thoſe of the Portugueze. Such, Sir, 
was the Reaſoning of this Doctor, who hits the Mat- 
© ter pretty juſtly towards the End of his Diſcourſe ; 
but his Principle is moſt falſe, and moſt abſurd, 
for no Man can doubt, unleſs he be yoid of Faith, 
good Senſe and Judgment, but that Adam was the 
only Father of all Mankind. Tis certain, that the 
© Savages of Canada, and all the other People of Ame- 
rica, have not naturally either Hair or Beard; that 
the Features of their Face, and their Colour a 
= proaching to an Olive, ſhew a vaſt Difference be- 
teen them and the Europeans. What is the Cauſe 
of theſe things I know not, and yet I cannot believe 
them to be the Effect of their Air and Food. For 
at that rate, thoſe who are deſcended from the 
= French, that firſt ſettled in Canada near a hundred 
= Years ago, and for the moſt Part run up and down 
in the Woods, and live like the Savages, ſhould have 
neither Beard nor Hair, but degenerate alſo by de- 
grees into Savages, which yet never happens. Af- 
ter this Phyſician had alledg'd all theſe Reaſons, he 
digreſs d from this Subject, and having a mind to 
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diſcover his extravagant Opinions, ask'd me what ] He 
thought of the Salvation of ſo many Americans, to to 
whom in all Probability the Goſpel was never preach. Re 
ed. You may very well believe, that I made no the 
{cruple to condemn them by wholeſale to Eternal is 1 
Fire, which he took very ill. How can you, faid des 
© he,condemn theſe poor People with ſo much Aſſur- Po 
© ance* *Tis probable that their firſt Father, having he 
© never ſinn'd as our Adam did, had a good Soul, lie: 
© and an upright Heart, ſince his Poſterity do ex. the 
* altly obierve the Law of natural Equity, whichis MR My 
© expreis'd in Latin in theſe well known Words, nes 
© Alteri ne feceris quod tibi fieri non vis; and alloy hen 
© no Property of Goods, nor any Diſtinction or Subor- ciar 
dination among them, but live as Brethren, with 

© out Diſputes, without Suits, without Laws, and 

* without Malice. But ſuppoſing, added he, that 

© they were originally deſcended from Adam, we 

© ought not to believe, that they are damn'd for 

© their Ignorance of the Chriſtian Doctrine, for who 225 
can tell but God may impute to them the Merit 

© of Chriſt's Blood, by ways ſecret and incomprehen- 

© ſible to us? and beſides, (ſuppoſing that Man ha 7 
© a free Will) his Divine Majeſty without doubt 

© will have a greater Regard to his moral Actions, WF 73, 
© than to his Worſhip and Belief. The want of 5 
© Knowledge, continued he, is an Unhappineſs, but 5 
© not a Crime, and who can tell but God has a mind , 
to be honour'd by infinite ways of paying him 7 
© Homage and Reſpect, as by Sacrifices, Dances, al 
© Songs and the other Ceremonies of the Americans? 4 
He had ſcarce made an end of his Diſcourſe, when 72 
J fell fon] upon him with all my Might, as to the wy 


preceding Points; but after I had given him to un- 
derſtand, that if among the multi vocati, i. e. thoſe 
who profeſs the true Religion, who are but a hand- 
ful of Men, there are found but panci electi, all the 


Americans muſt be in a very deplorable 9 
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He anſwer d me impudently, that I was very raſh 
to determine who ſhould be in the Number of the 
Reprobate at the laſt Judgment, and to condemn 
them without giving any Quarter ; for, fays he, this 
is to inſult the Wiſdom of God, and to make him 
deal as capriciouſly by his Creatures, as St. Paul's 
Potter did by his two Veſſels. Nevertheleſs, when 
he ſaw that I treated him like an impious, unbe- 


, lieving Wretch, he, to be even with me, reply'd in 


theſe fooliſh Words, Fidem ego hic quæ adbibetur 


=» Myſteriis ſacris interpello, ſed fidem illam qua bone 
mentis ſoror eſt, quaq; rectam rationem amat. From 
© hence you may judge, Sir, whether this fine Phyſi- 
cian was able to remove Mountains. I am, 


SIR, 
Tours, &e. 


Dated at Vana in Portugal Nau. 31. 1694, 


de Author's Departure from France to Placentia; 


A Fleet of 30 Engliſh Ships came to ſeize upon 
that Place; but is diſappointed, and ſheers off. 
The Reaſon why the Engliſh have bad Succeſs in 
all their Enter prizes beyond Sea. The Author's 
Adventure with the Governor of Placentia. 
His Departure for Portugal. Au Engagement 
w1th a Fluſhing Privateer. 


SIR, 


| ] Do not at all doubt but you will be ſenſibly ates 


ed with my fad and fatal Mifadventure, which 
Tan no te give y6u ati Account of. And fr 
0 70 


194 Some Nea Voyages 
you muſt know, that after we had waited for a faiz 
Wind fifteen or twenty Days at St. Nazere, we ſer 
ſail on the x2th of May laſt. Our Paſſage was nei. 
ther long nor ſhort, for we arriv'd at the Harbour 
of Placentia the 20th of ſane, having taken an 
Engliſh Ship laden with 'Tobacco, on the Edges of 
the Bank of Newfound-Land. After I landed, I 
went to ſalute Mr. Brouillon, Governor of Placentia, 
and declar'd to him how glad I was to obey the 
Orders of fo wiſe a Commander. He anſwer d, 
that he was much ſurpriz'd to find, that I had ſol- 
licited to be employ'd there, without acquainting 
him with it the preceding Year ; and that he now 
plainly perceiv'd, that the Proje& about the Lakes 
of Canada, (which I had mention'd to him) was a 
mere ſham Pretence. I endeavour'd in vain to per- 
ſuade him to the contrary; for it was not poſſible 
for me to undeceive him. Nevertheleſs, I landed 
my Goods, and hir'd a private Houſe, till ſuch time 
as I could build one for my ſelf, which I carrie 
on with ſo much Diligence, that it was finiſh'd in 
September, by the Aſſiſtance of the Ship-Carpenters, 
who were lent me gratis, by all the Biſcay Captains, 
The Sieur Beray of St. Vobn de Luz, arriv'd at Plc. 
centia on the 18th of July, with one of his Ships, 
and brought me a Letter, wherein you acquain! 
me, that in regard your Nephew deſires to vili 
Canada the next Year, you would be very glad to 
have a Dictionary of the Language of the Savage!, 
together with the Memoirs which I promis'd you. 
On the 167 of September we perceiv'd an Engl! 
Fleet of twenty-four Sail, which caſt Anchor in the 
Road much about the time that it was diſcover. 
It was commanded by Sir Francis IVheeler, who had 
gone to Martinico with a Deſign to ſeize that Iſle, 
and in his Return from thence had ſail'd to Neu- 
England, to take in ſome Forces and Ammunition 


there, in order to make Hhimſelf Maſter of Ton! 
* K | ut 
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but when he diſcover'd a Redoubt of Stone lately 
built upon the Top of the Mountain, which I men- 
tion'd to you in my laſt Letter but one, he thought 
it more adviſeable to return quietly into Europe 
than to make a fruitleſs Attempt. We had planted 
four Cannon upon this high Redoubt, which fo 
gall'd the Ships of his Fleet, that they were forc'd 
to weigh Anchor, and hoiſt Sail ſooner than they 
intended The Fault of the Engliſh upon this Occa- 
ſion, was, that they did not enter the Harbour the 
ſame Day that they appear'd before the Place. I 
have obſery'd it many times, that Attempts do 
commonly miſcarry, by delaying them for a little 


- while; and of this I could give you at leaſt fiſteen 


or ſixteen Inſtances within the Compaſs of my own 
Knowledge, But now I return to the Quarrel the 
Governor had with me. 

Fancying that I had ſollicited my Employments 
without taking notice of him, he treated me with al 
manner of Reproaches and Outrages, from the time 
of my Landing, to that of my Departure, and was 
not ſatisfy'd with appropriating to himſelf the Pro- 
hrs and Advantages of the free Company that was 
given me, but likewiſe ſtop'd without any Scruple, 
the Pay of the Soldiers that were employ'd in the 
Cod-fiſhing by the Inhabitants, and made the reft 
work without Wages: I ſhall take no notice of his 
publick Extortion ; for tho' he has formally counters 
acted the ten Articles contain'd in the Orders of 
Lewis the 10th, yet he had ſo many Friends in all 
the Courts, that he could not be found guilty : 
There's ſome Pleaſure in making Preſents iti his way, 
or by them he has made 5oooo Crowns per fas & 
nefas, in the ſpace of three or four Years. I ſhould 
never have done, if I offer'd to give you a particu- 
lar Actount of all the Trouble and Vexation he 
gave me. 1 ſhall only mention three Inftances 
Which erown'd alt the reſt. 4 
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On the 26th of November, i. e. a Month after out 


I was entirely his Servant and Friend. Durus «ft bis 
ſermo, Whatever Reluctancy I had to * by an 
f vice 


Fiſhermen ſet fail, while I was entertaining at Sup. A 
per ſome of the Inhabitants, he came mask'd into {1 
my Houſe, with his Servants, and broke the glaſs V 
Windows, Bottles, and Drinking-Glaſſes, and threw hi 
down the Tables, Chairs, Cheſts of Drawers, and ki 
every thing that came to Hand. Before I had time H 
to get into my Chamber, and take my Piſtols, this co 
inſolent Mob diſappear'd very — for I to 
would have loaded my Piſtols and purſu'd them, if ſo 
my Gueſts had not hindered me. Next Morning his lif 
Servants fell upon mine, who expected nothing let; me 
than to be threſh'd to death with Clubs. This ſe- me 
cond Inſult having provok'd my Patience to the laſt thi 
Degree, I was meditating ſome Revenge upon theſe be! 
Aſſaſſins, when the Recollets came and remonſtrated bu 
to me, that I muſt diſſemble my Reſentment, to tha 
prevent any Innovation in the King's Affairs. Then the 
I reſolv'd to ſhut my ſelf up, and apply my ſelf to qui 
Study, to divert the vexatious Thoughts, of not be- poi 
ing able to pull off my Mask. The third Trick tha 
which he play'd me, at the end of three Days, was hac 
this; he ſent to arreſt two Soldiers, whom I had tha 
imploy'd to cut down ſome Graſs in the Meadows, wat 
about half a League from the Garriſon: They were ceoſt 
ſeiz d while they were Mowing, bound and carried whe 
away Priſoners, under the pretence of being De- fort 
ſerters, becauſe they had lain two Nights out of the ter 
Garriſon, without his leave; and, which would have way 
prov'd yet more fatal to theſe innocent Men, he had 1h 
certainly caus'd 'em to be knock'd on the Head, on Sole 
purpoſe to vex me, if the Recollets, and his own Miſs, W# Elſe: 
had not earneſtly interceded on their behalf. cent. 
After this Accident, the Recollets adviſed me to go min 
and ſee him, and to entreat him to put an end to all WF no | 
his Perſecutions, aſſuring him at the ſame time, that Pong 
| L 
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Advice ſo contrary to Nature, which I muſt confeſs, 
ſtruggled furiouſly within me, yet I offer'd ſo much 
Violence to myſelf, that I ſubmitted to it. I was at 
his Houſe, went into his Chamber, and being with 
kim all alone, I ſpoke to him for a quarter of an 
Hour in the moſt ſubmiſſive Terms, that any Slave 
could uſe. I am aſham'd to make this Confeſſion 
to you, for I bluſh to myſelf every time I think of 
ſo mean a Submiſſion. However, inſtead of his 
liſtening to my Reaſons, and treating friendly with 
me, he fell into a moſt furious Paſſion, and loaded 
me with a Torrent of moſt bitter Reproaches. In 
this Caſe, Sir, I preferr'd the Service of the King, 
before the Punctilio's of Honour, for I did nothing 
but retir'd to my own Houle, being well farisfy'd 
that I was not aſſaſſinated by his Domeſticks : But 


the Diſorder which this Affair produc'd, would re- 


quire a long Diſcourſe. Ir will be more to the pur- 
poſe, to come to Matter of Fact; I do aſſure you, 
that he would have laid me up, if the Inhabitants 
had appear'd to be in his Intereſt, He pretended 
that he had been inſulted, and conſequently that he 
was in the right in revenging himſelf, whatever it 
coſt him. But the tragical End of a Governor, 
whoſe Throat was cut in this Country about thirty or 
forty Years ago, furniſh'd him with abundant mat- 
ter of Reflection. He judg' d it therefore his ſafeſt 
way to diſſemble his Anger, being perſuaded, that if 
I ſhould have run him through with my Sword, the 
Soldiers and Inhabitants would have favour'd m 


: Eſcape to the Engliſh, in the Neighbourhood of Pla- 
= centia. In the mean time the Recollets, who had a 


mind to compoſe theſe growing Differences, found 
no great Trouble in reconciling us, for they remon- 


ſtrated to him, of what Conſequence it would be 


us to live in a good Correſpondence, and to avoid 
the Troubles that would enſue upon our Quarrels, 
This Propoſal of an Accommodation, was in ap- 
| O 3 pearance 
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earance moſt agreeable to him, and ſo much the 
rather, becauſe he was glad to diſſemble his Reſent- 
ments by the external Signs of Friendſhip. So we 
ſaw and embrac'd one another with mutual Pro- 
teſtations of forgetting all that had pais'd between 

us. | 
Acſter this Reconciliation, I had reaſon to believe, 
that his Heart would not give the Lye to his Mouth, 
becauſe I thought he was not fo imprudent as to in- 
form the Court of ſome T'rifles, wherein he would 
appear to have proſtituted his Honour ; but I was 
deceivd, for he took the Pains to add afterwards to 
the verbal Proceſs he had given in before our Ac- 
commodation, ſome Falſchoods which he ought to 
have conceal'd. *Tis needleſs to acquaint you, how 
by chance his Papers fell into my Hands ; that In- 
diſcretion might prove a Diſadvantage to ſome Per- 
ſons, whom Heaven bleſs. I ſhall only tell you, 
that after the Recollets had ſeen and read the Alle 
eations contain'd in his Papers, they made no Scru- 
ple to adviſe me to take care of myſelf, and inge- 
nuouſly declar'd to me, that they never intended to 
meddle any more in that Affair, becauſe they per- 
ceiv'd that they had innocently contributed to do 
me a Prejudice, by reſtoring Peace between him and 
me. This wholeſome Advice made me perceive the 
Danger to which I ſhould be expos'd, if I continued 
any longer at Placentia, infomuch, that the Fear! 
had of being ſent to the Baſile, after the Arrival oi 
the Ships from France, made me reſolve to abandon 
all hopes of making my Fortune here, and to throw 
up my Places. After the Inhabitants were acquaint- 
ed with this News, all of em, except three or four, 
came running to my Houle, to aſſure me they 
were ready to fign my verbal Proceſs, in caſe | 
would change my Reſolution: But inſtead of ac- 
cepting their Offer, I gave them to underſtand, ha- 
vying thank'd them firſt for their Good - will, rus 
| alba} nf 
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they would bring Miſchief upon themſelves, and 
be look'd upon at Court as ſeditious Perſons, 
and Diſturbers of the publick Peace; fine by 
a deteſtable Principle of Politics, an inferior 
Perſon is always judg'd to be in The wfong, 
whitever Reaſon he may have on his ſide, Indeed, I 
would gladly have avoided this fatal Neceſſity of 
throwing up my Places, which ſeem'd inſenſibly to 
lead me to ſome great Fortune; but at laſt the Con- 
finement in the Baſtile, made ſuch a deep Impreſſion 
upon my Mind, after I had ſeriouſly reflected upon 
the troubleſome Circumſtances of my Affairs, that 
I made no ſcruple to embark in a little Veſſel, 
which was the only one, and the laſt that was to 
go to France. The Propoſal I made to the Captain 
of preſenting him with ro Crowns, was fo 
well receiv'd, that he engag'd to land me upon the 
Coaſt of Portugal for that Sum, upon Condition that 
I ſhould keep the Secret. 'The beſt of the Matter 
was, that my Enemy had uſed the Precaution of 
writing to the Governors of Belle Iſle, of the Ifle of 
Re, and of Rochelle, to ſeize me as ſoon as I ſhould 
land. He reckon'd, and not without Reaſon indeed, 
that this Veſſel would put into one of theſe three 
Ports: But three hundred Piſtoles, dexterouſly con- 
vey'd to the Hands of ſome People, that are not much 
accuſtom'd to finger Gold, have a wonderful Effect ; 
for that very Sum, which indeed I was loth to Par 
with, ſav'd me my Liberty, and perhaps my Life. 

_ Purſuant to this Reſolution, I imbarqu'd the 14h 
of the laſt Month, notwithſtanding the Riſque that 
one runs by Sailing in the Winter-time through 
ſuch a Sea as lies between Newfound- Land and France. 
Tis needleſs to inform you, that I left at Placentia a 
great deal of Houſhold Furniture, which I could 
neither ſell nor carry off *Twill be more edify- 
ing for you to hear the Journal of our Voyage. We: 
encounter'd three terrible Storms in our Paſſage,” 
| O 4 without 
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without any damage; and in the laſt of theſe, which 
Jaſted three Days, the Wind at North-Weſt, we 
run a hundred and fifty Leagues without any Sail, 
This laſt Storm was ſo violent, that the Seamen im- 
brac'd, and bid an eternal Adieu to one another; 
for every Minute they expected to be ſunk without 
Relief. As this Storm alarm'd us, ſo the contrary 
Winds from the Eaſt and North-Eaſt, that ſprung 
upon us a hundred Leagues to the Weſtward of 
Cape Finiſterre, occaſion' d an equal Dread; for we 
were oblig'd to traverſe the Sea for three or four and 
twenty Days, after which we deſcry'd the Cape by 
virtue of our frequent Tackings, and by a ſtrange 
Accident, were | attack'd by a Fluſhing Privateer, 
which could not board us, becauſe the Sea roll'd ſo 
high, but contented herſelf with Firing upon us, and 
that with ſo little effect, that we did not loſe one 
Man. Our Maſts and Rigging indeed were ſo da- 
mag'd, that after we were parted from the Priva- 
teer, by the help of the Night and a great Fog, we 
could fcarce make uſe our Sails: however we 
refitted with all poſſible diligence, and the Captain of 
the Ship having then a fair Pretence to luff out of the 
direct Courſe, ſtood to the South-Eaſt in the Night- 
time. This feign'd Courſe did not ſecure us from 
the Privateer, which might happen to ſteer the ſame 
Courſe ; ſo that in the Night-time we put ourſelves 
in a Readineſs to renew the Fight in the Day-time. 
In effect, he did not purſue us, as we apprehended; 
But about Noon we eſcap'd yet more narrowly, for 
we were purſu'd by a Sallyman in ſight of the Coaſt 
for four Hours, and were within a Hair's breadth 
of being taken, before we got under the Cannon of 
the Fort of this City. Had we been catch'd, the 
Governor of Placentia would have had ſome ground 
for the joy ful Exclamation, Incidit in Syllam, &c. 
But thank God we were only frightned. 1 
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As ſoon as we came to an Anchor, I paid down 
my 1000 Crowns to the Captain, who has reaſon 
to look upon this Action, as one of the beſt he 
ever did in his Life-time. The Long-boat wag 
no ſooner in the Water, than I went aſhoar with 
all my Baggage ; and as ſoon as I. came into this 
City, I procur'd Ammunition and Proviſions for 
the Ship with that Expedition, that the Captain 
weigh'd Anchor the very next Day, and ſo con- 
tinued his Courſe to Fance. | 

As for the Memoirs of the Country of Canada, 
which you have fo often defir'd, I have addreſsd em 
to the Roche! Merchant, who convey'd your Letters 
to me all the while I was in Canada. To theſe I 
have tack'd a ſmall Catalogue of the moſt neceſſary 
Words of the Algonkin Language; which, as I have 
often told you, is the fineſt and the moſt univerſal 
Language in that Continent. If your Nephew con- 
tinues his Deſign of undertaking a Voyage to that 


Country, I would adviſe him to learn theſe Words 


in the time of his Paſſage, that ſo he may be able 
to ſtay five or ſix Months with the A/gonkins, and 
underſtand what they ſay. I have likewiſe ſent you 
an Explication of the Sea-Terms, made- uſe of in 
my Letters, The making of this little Table, was 
a Diverſion to me in my Voyage ; for in peruſing 
my Letters, I drew out ſome Remarks which I de- 
ſign to impart to you, if I find that the enſuing 
Memoirs give you Satisfaction. 

You will readily gueſs, that from the Year 1683, 
to this very Day, 1 have renounc'd all manner of 
Ties tomy Country. The curious Adventures thar 
I have related to you in Writing ſince that time, 
will undoubtedly afford an agreeable Diverſion to 
your Friends; provided they are not of the Num- 
ber of thoſe unſufferable Devotees, who would ra- 
ther be crucifi'd, than ſee an Eccleſiaſtick expos'd. 
Pray be ſo kind as to write to me to Lisbon, and 
. inform 
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inform me of what you hear, in reference to my 
| Concern. You have ſuch good Correſpondents at 
Paris, that you cannot miſs of knowing how thing; 
go. I doubt not but my Adverſary feeds himſelf 
with the Hopes, that his uſual Preſents would pro- 
cure the apprehending of me in France, where he 
thinks I would be the Fool to land: But now to be 
ſure he'Il fret his Heart out, for that he cannot gall 
me to his Wiſhes. - However, 'tis as much his In- 
tereſt to ſollicit my Death, (purſuant to/ his unjuſt 
Charge againſt me) as tis my Glory to procure him 
a long Life. Upon this Foot, Sir, the longer he 
lives, the more Revenge I ſhall have; and conſe- 
quently I ſhall have an Opportunity of an eaſy $0- 
lace for the Loſs of my Places, and the Diſgrace | 
have met with from the King. Iam, - | 


SIR, 


Tours, &c. 
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North-America; 


Containing a Geographical Deſcription of that 
vaſt Continent ; the Cuſtoms and Commerce of 
the Inhabitants, &c. 


SIR, 


N my former Letters, I preſented you with a 
View of the Engliſh and French Colonies, the 
Commerce of Canada, the Navigation upon the 
Rivers and Lakes of that Country, the Courſe of 
Sailing from Europe to North- America, the ſeveral 
Attempts made by the Engliſh to maſter the French 
Colonies, the Incurſions of the French upon New- 
England, and upon the Iroqueſe Country: In a 
Word, Sir, I have reveal'd a great many things, 
that for Reaſons of State or Politicks, have been hi- 
therto conceal'd ; inſomuch, that if you were capa- 
ble of making me a Sacrifice to your Reſentment, 
tis now in your Power to ruin me at Court, by pro- 

ducing my Letters. | 
All that IT writ in the foregoing Letters, and the 
whole Subſtance of the Memoirs I now ſend you, 
is truth as plain as the Sun-ſhine. I flatter no Man, 
and I ſpare no body. I ſcorn to be partial; I beſtow 
due Praiſe upon thoſe who are in no Capacity to 
ſerve 
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ſerve me, and I cenſure the Conduct of others, that 
are capable of doing me an Injury by indirect Me. 
thods. I am not influenc'd by that Principle of In- 
tereſt and Party- making, that is the Rule of ſome 
Folks Words. I ſacrificę all to the Love of Truth, 
and write with no other View, than to give youa juſt 
Repreſentation of things as they are. *Tis beneath 
me to mince or alter the Matter of Fact, contain'd 
either in the Letters I fent you ſome ten or twelve 
Years ago, or in theſe Memoirs. In the Courſe of 
my Voyages and Travels, I took care to keep parti. 
cular Journals of every thing; but a minute Rela 
tion of all Particulars, would be irkſome to you, be. 
ſides, that the Trouble of taking a Copy of the 
Journals, before I have an Opportunity of ſhewing 
you the Original, would require more time than I 
can well ipare. In theſe Memoirs you'll find as 
much as will ſerve to form a perſect Idea of the vaſt 
Continent of North- America, In the Courſe of our 
Correſpondence from the Year 1683, to this time, l 
ſent you five and twenty Letters, of all which! 
have kept a Double very carefully. My only View 
in writing of theſe Letters, was to inform you of 
the moſt effential Things; for I was unwilling to 
perplex and confound your Thoughts, with an Infi- 
nity of uncommon things, that have happen'd in 
that Country. If you'll conſult my Maps, as you 
read the abovemention'd Letterss, you'll find a juſt 
Repreſentation of all the Places 1 have ſpoke of. 
Theſe Maps are very particular, and I dare aſſure 
you, they are the correcteſt yet extant, My Voyage 
upon the Long River, gave me an Opportunity of 
making that little Map, which I ſent you from A/, 
filimakinac in 1699, with my ſixteenth Letter. "Tis 
true, it gives only a bare Deſcription of that River, 
and the River of the Aſiſſouris; Bur it requir'd more 
time than 1 could ſpare, to make it more complete, 
by a Knowledge of the adjacent Coyatries, _ 
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have hitherto been unknown to all the World, as 
well as that great River, and which I would never 
have viſited, if I had not been fully inſtructed in 
every thing that related to it, and convoy'd by a 

d Guard. I have plac'd the Map of Canada at 


h, the Front of theſe Memoirs, and deſire that Favour 
iſt of you, that you would not ſhew it to any body un- 
th der my Name. To the latter Part I have ſubjoin'd 
d an Explication of the Marine, and other difficult 
ve Terms, made uſe of in my Letters, as well as intheſe 
of Memoirs; which you'll pleaſe to conſult, when you 
ti meet with a Word that you do not underſtand. 

las 

e. A. Hort Deſcription of Canada. 

the | 

ing You'll think, Sir, that I advance a Paradox, when 
11 WF 1 acquaint you, that New-France, commonly call'd 
a WE Canada, comprehends a greater Extent of Ground, 
alt 


than the half of Europe: But pray mind what Proof 
I have for that Aſſertion. You know that Europe 
extends South and North, from the 35 to the 72 
Degree of Latitude, or, if you will, from Cadiz to 
the North Cape on the Confines of Lapland; and 
that its Longitude reaches from the th to the 94th 
Degree; that is, from the River Oby, to the Weſt 
Cape in Nandia. But at the fame time, if we take 
d in WF thegreateſt Breadth of Europe, from Eaſt to Weſt, 
you WF from the imaginary Canal, (for Inſtance) between 
juſt the Tanais and the Volga, to Dinglebay in Ireland, it 


> of. WF makes but 66 Degrees of Longitude, which con- 
ſſure WF tain more Leagues than the Degrees allotted to it 
yage towards the Polar Circle, tho' theſe are more nu- 
y © 


merous, by reaſon that the Degrees of Longitude 
are unequal : and ſince we are wont to meaſure Pro- 
vinces, Iſlands, and Kingdoms, by the ſpace of 
Ground, I am of the Opinion, that we ought to 
make ule of the ſame Standard, with reſpect to the 
four Partsof the World. The Geographers who _ 
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cel out the Earth in their Cloſets, according to thei 
Fancy; theſe Gentlemen, I ſay, might have been 
aware of this Advance, if they had been more care. 
ful. But, to come to Canada. 

All the World knows, that Canada reaches from 
the 39th to the 65th Degree of Latitude, that is, from 
the South- ſide of the Lake Erriè, to the North- ſide 
of Hudſon's Bay; and from the 284, to the 336) 
Degree of Longitude, viz. from the River Mi., 
to Cape Raſe in the Iſland of Næw-Fbundland. I af. 
firm therefore, that Europe has but 11 Degrees oſ 
Latitude, and 33 of Longitude, more than Canada, 
in which I comptehend the Iſland of Neu- Found. 
land, Acadia, and all the other Countries that lie to 
the Northward of the River St. Laurence, which 
is the pretended great Boundary that ſevers the 
French Colonies from the Engliſp. Were J to reckon 
in all the Countries that lie to the North-Weſt of 
Canada, I ſhould find it larger than Europe: But! 
confine myſelf to what is diſcover'd, known and 
own'd; I mean, to the Countries in which the 
French trade with the Natives for Beavers, and in 
which they have Forts, Magazines, Miſſionaries, 
and {mall Settlements. 

"Tis above a Century and a half ſince Canada was 
diſcover d. John Veraſan was the firſt Diſcoverer, 
though he got nothing by it, for the Savages eat him 
up. 7ames Cartier was the next that went thither, 
but after Sailing with his Ship above Quebec, he te- 
turn'd to France with a ſorry Opinion of the Coun- 
try. At laſt better Sailors were imploy'd in the Di- 
covery, and trac'd the River of St. Laurence more 
narrowly : And about the Beginning of the laſt Cen- 
tury, a Colony was ſent thither from Rowen, which 
ſettled there after a great deal of Oppoſition from the 
Natives. At this Day the Colony is ſo populous, 
that *tis computed to contain 180000 Souls. I have 
already given you ſome Account of that Country , 

m 
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it my Letters, and therefore ſhall now only point tothe 5 
en moſt noted Places, and take notice of what may grati- 
e· fy your Curioſity beyond what you have yet heard. 

We are ata Loſs to find the Head of the River of 
St. Laurence, for tho we have trac'd it ſeven oreight 
hundred Leagues up, yet we could never reach its 
Source; the remoteſt Place that the Coureurs de Bois 
90 to, being the Lake Lenemipigon, which diſim- 
bogues into the on Lake, as the Upper Lake does 
into the Lake of Hurons, the Lake of Hurons into 
that of Erriè alias Conti, and that of Erriè, into the 
Lake of Frontenas, which forms this laſt great River, 
that runs for twenty Leagues with a pretty gentle 
Stream, and ſweeps thro' 30 more with a very rapid 
| Current, till it reaches the City of Monreal ; from 
whence it continues its Courſe with ſome moderation 
to the City of Quebec; and after that, ſpreads out, 
and inlarges itſelf by degrees to its Mouth, which 
lies a hundred Leagues further. If we may credit the 
Nerth-Country Savages, this River takes its Riſe 
from the great Lake of the ¶Miuipouals, which they 
give out to be larger than any of the Lakes I men- 
tion'd but now, being ſituated at the Diſtance of fifty 
or ſixty Leagues from the Lake of Lenemipigon. The 
River of St. Laurence is 20 or 22 Leagues broad at 
its Mouth, in the middle of which there's an Iſland 
all'd Anticoſti, which is twenty Leagues long. This 
Iſland belongs to the Sieur Foliet a Canadan, who 
has built a little fortify'd Magazine upon it, to guard 
his Goods and his Family from the Incurſions of the 
Eskimaux, of whom more anon. He deals with the 
other Savage Nations, namely, the Mantagnoiggand 
the Papipanachois in Arms and Ammunition, by way 

of Exchange for the Skins of Sea-Wolves or Sea- 
Calves, and ſome other Furs. 

Over againſt this Iſland, to the Southward of it, 
we find the Ifle call'd 1 I/e Percte, which is a great 
Rock with a Paſſage bor'd through it, in 9 
t 
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the Sloops can only paſs. In time of Peace the 
Biſcayans of France, and the Normans, us'd to fiſh 
for Cod at this Place: For here that Fiſh are very 
plentiful, and at the ſame time larger, and more 
proper for drying than thoſe of New-Foundland: 
But there are two great Inconveniences that attend 
the fiſhing upon this Iſland ; one is, that the Ships 
ride in great Danger, unleſs they have good Anchors 
and ſtrong Cables; another Inconvenience is, that 
this Place affords neither Gravel nor Flint-ſtones to 
ſtretch out the Fiſh upon before the Sun, and that 
the Fiſhermen are forc'd to make uſe of a ſort of 
Hurdles. : | 

There are other Fiſhing-places beſides this, which 
lie ſome Leagues higher up upon the ſame Side of 
the River. Such is that call'd Gaſp?, where the 
Ships Crews ſometimes trade in Skins with the Gaſpe- 
fians, to the Prejudice of the Proprietors of this 
River. The other Places for Cod-fifh lie toward 
Monts notre dame, in the little Bays or Rivers that 
empty themſelves into the River of St. Laurence. 

On the other ſide of the River there lies the wide 
extended Country of Labrador, or of the Eskimaux, 
who are ſuch a wild barbarous People, that no means 
whatſoever, have hitherto been able to civilize em. 
One wou'd think that good old Homer had this Peo- 
ple in his View, when he ſpeaks of the Cyclops ; 
for the Character of the one, ſuits the other admira- 
bly well, as it appears from theſe four Verſes, in the 
ninth Book of his Odyſſea, which are ſo pretty, that 
I cannot forbear inſerting them in this Place. 
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That is; this People do not perplex themſelves 
with voluminous Laws, and vexatious Suits; they 
dclight only in the tops of Mountains, and deep 
Caves, and every one confines his Care to the Ma- 
nagement of his own Family, without troubling 
his Head about his Neighbour. The Danes were 
the firſt Diſcoverers of this Country, which is full 
of Ports, Havens and Bays, that the Quebec Barques 
reſort to in the Summer, in order to truck with the 
Savages for the Skins of Sea Calves. The Com- 
merce I ſpeak of, is carried on after this Manner. 
As ſoon as the Quebec Barques come to an Anchor, 
theſe Devils come on board of them in their little 
Canows made of the Skins of Sca-Calves, in the 
Form of a Weaver's Shuttle, with a Hole in the 
middle of it, reſembling that of a Purſe, in which 
they ſtow themſelves with Ropes, ſitting ſquat upon 
their Breech. Being ſet in this faſhion, they row 
with little Slices, ſometimes to the Right, and ſome- 
times to the Lett without bending their Body for 
fear of Over-ſetting. As ſoon as they are near the 
Barque, they hold 7 their Skins upon the End of 
7 — and at the ſame time make a demand of ſo 
many Knives, Powder, Ball, Fuſees, Axes, Kettles, 
Sc. In fine, every one ſhews what he has, and men- 
tions what he expects in exchange: And ſo when 
the Bargain is concluded, they deliver and receive 
their Goods upon the End of a Stick. As theſe pi- 
tifal Fellows uſe the Precaution of not going on 
board of our Boats, ſo we take Care not to ſuffer 
too great a number of Canows"to ſurround us; for 
they have carry'd off oftner than once, ſome of 
| our ſmall Veflels, at a Time when our Seamen Were 
buſied in hauling in the Skins, and delivering out 
the other Goods. Here, we are oblſg'd to be very 
vigilant in the Night-time, for they know how to 
make great Sloops, that will hold thirty or torty 
Men, and run as faſt as the Wind: And tis for this 
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Reaſon that the Mylouins, who fiſh for Cod at Petit 
Nord, and the Spaniards who tollow the ſame Fiſhery 
at Portoc houa, are oblig'd to fit in long Barques to 
ſcour the Coaſt and purſue em; for almoſt every 
Year they ſurprize ſome of the Crew on ſhoar, and 
cut their 'Throats, and ſometimes they carry off 
the Veſſel. We are atlur'd that their number of 
Warriours or Men that bear Arms, amounts to 
thirty thouſand ; but they are ſuch cowardly Fel. 
lows that five hundred Cliftino's from Hudſon's Bay, 
uſed to defeat five or fix thouſand of them. They 
are poſſeſs d of a very large Country, extending 
from over againſt the Iſles of Mingau to Hudſon's 
Streight. They croſs over to the Iſland of Mu- 
founa- Land cvery day, at the Streight of Belle Ile, 
which is not above —— Leagues over; but they 
never come ſo far as Placentia, for fear of meeting 
with other Savages there. 

Hudſon's Bay adjoins to this Terra of Lambradir, 
and extends "es the 524 Degree and thirty Mi- 
nutes to the 63 of Latitude. The Original of its 
Name was this. Captain Henry Hudſon. an Eng 
Man by Birth, obtain'd a Ship from the Dutch, in 
order to trace a Paſſage to China through an imagi- 
nary Streight to the Nerth-ward of North-America 
He had firſt form'd a Deſign of going by the way 
of Nova Zembla; but upon ſeeing the N emoirs ol 
a Daniſh Pilot, who was a friend of his, he drop'd 
that Thought. This Pilot, namely, Frederick Aij- 
child, had ſet out from Norway or 1faudia, ſome 
Years before, with a Deſign to find out a Paſſage to 
Japan by Davis's Streight, which is the Chimerica 
Streight I ſpoke of. The firſt Land he deſcry' d ws 
Savage Bay, ſeated on the North fide of the Terra 
of Labrador; then ſweeping along the Coaſt, he en- 
tcr'd a Streight, which about twenty or thirty Yeats 
afterwards, was chriſten d Hudſon's Streight. After 
that, ſteering to the Weſtward, he came * | 
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tit Coaſts that run North and South; upon which he 
ry {tood to the North, flattering himſelf with the hopes 
to of finding an open Paſſage to croſs the Sca of Feſſo;z 
Ty but after lailing to the Latitude of the Polar Cir- 
nd cle, and running the riſque of periſhing upon the Ice, 
off (1do not know how otten,) without meeting with 
of any Paſſage or open Sea, he took up a Reſolution of 
to turning back; but the Seaſon was then ſo far advanc'd, 
el. nnd the Ice fo cover'd up the Surface of the Water, 
2), that he was forc'd to put into Hudſon's Bay, and win- 
icy eer there in a Harbour, where ſeveral Savages fur- 
ing niſhed his Crew with Proviſions and excellent Skins. 
1's We As ſoon as the Sea was open, he return'd to Den- 
w- mark. Now, Captain Hudſon being afterwards ac- 
le, quainted with this Dane, undertook upon his Jour- 
hey nals to attempt a Paſſage to Fapan through the 
ing Streight of Davis; but the Enterprize fail'd, as well 
as that of one Button, and ſome others. However, 
r, Huadſon put into the Bay that now goes by his name, 
Mi. where he receiv'd a great Quantity of Skins from 
{ 113 | the Savages ; after that, he diſcover'd New Holland, 
li Lhich is now call'd New ork, and ſome other 
Countries retaining to Mu- England. upon the whole, 
api- tis not fair to call this Streight and this Bay, by 
rica. the name of Hudſon ; in regard that the abovemen- 
way tion 'd Dane, Frederick Aſchild, was the firſt diſcoverer 
rs Hof them; he being the firk European that deſcry'd 
op'd the Countries of North- America, and chalk'd out the 
A- ®y to the others. Upon this Hudſon's Journals, the 
ſome WA £1:5/56 made ſeveral Attempts to ſettle a Commerce 
ge to wich the Americans. The great Quantity of Beaver- 
rical Skins and other Pursthat he purchas'd of the Savages 
1 was WY While he winter'd in the Bay, put the Notion into 


Terra the Heads of ſome Engliſh Merchants, who there- 
e en: WF upon form'd a Company tor the carrying on of this 
Leas New Commerce, With this View, they fitted out 
After ſome Ships under the Command of Captain Nelſon, 
ſom: Wt Who loſt ſome of 'em in the Ice not far from the 
R Streight 
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Streight, having eſcap'd narrowly himſelf. Howe. 
ver, he enter'd the Bay, and plac'd himſelf at the 
Mouth of a great River, which riſes towards the 
Lake of the Aſimpouals, and falls into the Bay at a 
Place where he built a Redoubt, and mounted ſome 
Cannon upon it. In the Space of three or tour Years 


| after, the Engliſh made ſome other little Forts near 


that River, which proy'd a conſiderable Baulk to 
the Commerce of the French, who found that the 
Savages who us'd to deal with 'em in Furs on the 
North fide of the upper Lake, were not then to 
be ſeen. 

It came to paſs in Proceſs of Time, but how! 
cannot tell, that one Ratiſſon, and one Groziler, 
met, in that great Lake, tome Cliſtine's, who pro. 
mis'd to conduct em to the Bottom of the Bay, 
where the Engliſh had not yet penetrated. In ei- 
tect, the Cliſtino's were as good as their Word; for 
they ſhew'd em the Place they ſpoke of, belides 
ſcycral other Rivers upon which there was a fair 
Proſpect of making ſuch Settlements as would 


carry on a great Trade in Skins with ſeveral Savage 


Nations. 'Theſe two Frenchmen return'd to the Up- 
per Lake, the ſame way that they went, and from 
thence made the beſt ot their way to Quebec, where 
they offer d to the chief Merchants ot the Place, 
to carry Ships to Hudſon's Bay; but their Project 
was rejected. In fine, having me with this repulſe, 
they went to France, in Hopes of a more favour- 
able Hearing at Court: But after the preſenting ct 
Memorial upon Memorial, and ſpending a great 
deal of Money, they were treated as whimſical 
Fellows. Upon that Occaſion the King of England's 
Ambaſſador did not loſe the Opportunity of per- 
{wading them to go to London, where they met with 
ſuch a favourable Reception, that they got ſeveral 
Ships, which they carry'd to the Bay, not without 


difficulty, and built ſeveral Forts in different p 2 
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that did great Service in promoting the Commerce. 
Then the Court of Frauce repented, though too 
late, that they did not give ear to their Memorials; 
and finding no other Remedy, reſoly'd to diſlodge 
the Exgliſb at any rate. In effect, they attack dem 
vigorouſly by Sea and Land, and diſpoſſeſsd em of 
all their Forts, excepting Fort Nelſon, where they 
could not expect ſuch an eaſie Conqueſt. Some 
Years after, the Engliſb reſoly'd to uſe their utmoſt 
Efforts to retake theic Poſts; and their Reſolution 
was crown'd with Succeſs, for they diſlodg'd the 
French in their turn, and at this Day the French are 
making Preparations to repay 'em in their own 
Coin. 

That Country is ſo cold for ſeven or eight Months 
of the Vear, that the Sea freezes ten Foot deep, 
the Trees and the very Stones ſplit; the Snow is ten 
or twelve Foot deep upon the Ground, for above 
ſix Months of the Year, and during that Seaſon, 
no body can ftir out of Doors, without running the 
riſque of having their Noſe, Ears and Feet mortifi- 
ed by the Cold. The Paſlage from Europe to that 
Country is fo difficult and dangerous, by Reaſon of 
the Ice and the Currents, that one muſt be reduc'd to 
the laſt degree of miſery, or be blind to a fooliſh 
. that undertakes ſuch a wretched Voyage. 

Tis now time to paſs from Hudſon's Bay, to the 
Superior or Upper Lake. Tis caſier to make this 
Voyage upon Paper, than to go actually through 
it; for you muſt ſail almoſt a. hundred Leagues up 
the River of Machakandibi, which is ſo rapid and 
tuil of Cataracts, that a light Canow work'd by 
iix Watermen, ſhall not fail 'em under thirty or 
thirty five Days. At the Head of this River we meet 
with a little Lake of the ſame Name, from whence 
we are oblig'd to a Land- carriage of ſeven Leagues, 
to get at the River of Michipikoton, which we run 
dowt in ten or twelve Days; though at the fame 
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time we have ſeveral Land-carriages upon it: For 
going down this River we paſs ſeveral Cataracts, 
where we are oblig'd either to carry our Canows 
by Land, or to drag em back again. Thus we 
arrive at the Upper Lake, which is reckon'd to be 
five hundred Leagues in Circumference, includin 
the windings of the Crecks, and little Gulphs. This 
little freſh-water Sea is calm enough from the be- 
ginning of May, to the End of September. The South 
Side is the ſafeſt for the Canows, by reaſon of the 
many Bays, and little Rivers, where one may pur 
in, in caſe of a Storm. There is no ſettled Savag: 
Nation upon the Brinks of the Lake, that I knoy 
of. Tis true indeed, that in Summer, ſeveral Nor- 
thern Nations come to hunt and fiſh in theſe Parts, 
and bring with em the Beaver-Skins they have got 
in the Winter, in order to truck with the Coureurs 
de Bois, who do not fail to meet em there every 
Year. The Places where the Interview happens, 
are Bagouaſch, Lemipiſaki, and Chagouamigon. "Tis 
ſome Years ſince Mr. Dulhut built a Fort of Pales or 
Stakes upon this Lake, where he had large Maga- 
zines of all Sorts of Goods. That Fort was call'd 
Camaniſligoyan, and did conſiderable Dis-ſervice to 
the Engliſb Settlements in Hudſen's Bay; by reaſon 
that it ſav d ſeveral Nations the Trouble of tranl- 
porting their Skins to that Bay. Upon that Lake 
we find Copper Mines, the Metal of which is fo 
fine and plentiful, that there is not a ſeventh Part 
loſt from the Ore. It has ſome pretty large Iſlands, 
which are repleniſh'd with Elks and wild Aſſes; 
but there's ſcarce any that goes to hunt upon em, 
by reaſon of the Danger of croſſing over. In fine 
this Lake abounds with Sturgeons, Trouts, and 
white Fiſh. The Climate is almoſt unſufferabl) 
cold for fix Months of the Year, and the Snow 
Jjoin'd to the Froſt, commonly freezes the Water 
of the Lake tor ten or twelve Leagues over. - 
rom 
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From the Superisur or Upper Lake, I ſteer to that 
of Hurous, to which 1 allot four hundred Leagues 
in Circumicrence. Now to make this Lake, you 
mult ſail down by the Fall call'd Saut St. Mary, which 
I deſcrib'd in my fifteenth Letter. This Lake is ſitu- 
ated in a fine Climate, as you'll perceive from the 
Map. The North Side of it is beſt for the Naviga- 
tion of Canows, by reaſon of the trequenzy of Illes 
which aftord ſhelter in bad Weather. I he South 
Side is plc aſanter, and more convenient for the 
Hunting ot Deer, which are there very plentiful. The 
figure ot this Lake comes near to an equilateral I ri- 
angle. Of all its Iſles, that called Mauitoualin, is the 
moſt conſiderable, being above twenty Leagues 
long, and ten broad. In former times, the Outawas 
of the Nations of Talon and Sable dwelt in it; but 
the Dread they were under, upon the account of the 
Iroqueſe, oblig'd both them and their Neighbours to 
retire to Miſſilimakiuac. That Part of the Conti- 
nent that faces this Iſland, is inhabited by the 
Neckes and the Miſſitagues, in two different Villa- 
ges, which are twenty Leagues diſtant, the one 
trom the other. Towards the Eaſt end of this I- 
ſland, we fall in with the River des Fraucois, which 
I took Notice of in my ſixteenth Letter. "Tis as 
broad as the Seine is at Paris, and runs not above for- 
ty Leagues in length from its Source in the Lake 
Nepicerini, to its Mouth. To the North-weſt of 
this River there lies the Bay of Toranto, which is 
twenty, or five and twenty Leagues long, and fif- 
teen broad at its Mouth. This Bay receives a Ri- 
ver that ſprings from a little Lake of the ſame name, 
and forms ſeveral Cataracts that are equally im- 
practicable both upon the Aſcent and Deſcent. Up- 
on the Side of this River you'll ſee a Man's Head 
mark'd in my Map, which ſignifies a large Village 
of the Hurons, that was deſtroy d by the Iroqueſe. 
You may go from the Source of this River to the 
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Lake Frontenac, by making a Land-carriage to the 
River of Tanaouate, that falls into that Lake. Upon 
the South Side of the Bay of Toronto, you ſee the 
Fort call'd Fort Suppoſe, which I mention'd in my 
23d Letter, and about thirty Leagues to the South- 
ward of that, you find the Country of Theonontate, 
which being formerly inhabited by the Hurons, was 
entirely depopulated by the Troqueſe. 

From thence I paſs directly to my Fort, wich- 
out amuſing you with the different Landskips I met 
with in the Space of thirty Leagues. That Fort [ 
have ſpoke ſo often of already, that without ſtop- 
ping there, I ſhall run directly to the Bay of Sabi- 
nac, reckoning it needleſs at the ſame time, to take 
any Notice of the many Shelves and Rocks that lye 
hid under the Water for two Leagues off the Coaft. 
This Bay is fixtcen or ſeventeen Leagues long, and 
ſix broad at its Mouth: In the middle of which we 
meet with two little Iſlands, that are very ſcrvice- 
able to the Paſſengers; for if it were not for the 
Conveniency of putting in there, they would be ob- 
Iig'd for the moſt Part, rather to march quite round 
the Bay, than to run the Hazard of crofling directly 
over in a Canow. The River of Sakinac falls into 
the bottom of the Bay. This River runs ſixty Leagues 
in Length, with a gentle Current, having only three 
little Cataracts that one may thoot without Pan- 
ger: "Tis as broad as the Seine is at Seve Bridge. 

nce in two Years the Outaouas and the Hurons, arc 
wont to hunt great Quantities of Beavers upon the 
Confines of the River of Sakinac. Between the Ri- 
ver 1 now ſpeak of, and Miffilimakinac, we meet 
with no Place that is worth our Regard. As for A 
hlimakinac itſelf, J have already imparted to you 
all that I can ſay of that Poſt, which is of ſo great 
Importance to our Commerce, and at the ſame "1 ime 
ſent you a Draught of it. I ſhall therefore purſue 


my Courſe to the Lake Errie, remembring that [ 
| | acſcrib'd 
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deſcrib'd the Ilineſe Lake in my ſixteenth Letter. 

The Lake Errieè is juſtly dignified with the illu- 
ſtrious Name of Conti; for aſſuredly tis the fineſt 
Lake upon Earth. You may judge of the Goodneſs 
of the Climate, from the Latitudes of the Countries 
that ſurround it. Its Circumference extends to two 
hundred and thirty Leagues; but it affords every 
where ſuch a charming Proſpect, that its Banks are 
deck'd with Oak-T recs, Elms, Cheſnut-Trecs, Wal- 
nut-T'rees, Apple- Trees, Plum-Trecs, and Vines 
which bear their fine Cluſters up to the very Top of 
the Trees, upon a fort of Ground that lies as ſmooth 
as one's Hand. Such Ornaments as theſe, are ſuf- 
ficient to give riſe to the moſt agrecable Idea of a 
Landskip in the World. I cannot expreſs what vaſt 
Quantities of Deer and Turkeys are to be found in 
theſe Woods, and in the vaſt Meads that lie upon 
the South Side of the Lake. At the Bottom of 
the Lake, we find wild Beeves upon the Banks of 
two pleaſant Rivers that diſembogue into it, with- 
out Cataracts or rapid Currents It abounds with 
Sturgeon and white Fiſh ; but Trouts are very ſcarce 
in it, as well as the other Fiſh that we take in the 
Lakes of Hurons and Ilineſe. Tis clear of Shelves, 
Rocks, and Banks of Sand ; and has fourteen or 
fiſteen Fathom Water. The Savages aſſure us, that 
tis never diſturb'd with high Winds, but in the 


Months of December, January, and February, and e- 


ven then but ſeldom, which indeed I am very apt 
to believe for we had but very few Storms, when 
I winter'd in my Fort in 1688, though the Fort la 
open to the Lake of Hurons. The Banks of this 
Lake are commonly frequented by none but Warri- 
ours, whether the Irogueſe, the Ilineſe, the Oumamis, 
Sc. and 'tis very dangerous to ſtop there. By this 
means it comes to pals, that the Stags, Rocky 
and Turkeys run in great Bodies up and down the 
thoar, all round the Lake. In former times the Er- 
rieronons 
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rieronons, and the Andaſtogueronons, liv'd upon the 
Confines of the Lake, but they were extirpated b 
the Iroqueſe, as well as the other Nations mark d 
in the Map. 

Upon he North Side of the Lake we deſery a 
Point of Land, that ſhoots fifteen Leagues into the 
Main; and about thirty Leagues beyond that to 
the Eaftward, we meet with a ſmall River that takes 
its riſe near the Bay of Ganaraske, in the Lake of 
Frontenac; and would afford a ſhort paſſage from the 
one Lake to the other, if twere not incumber'd 
with Cataracts. From thence to the Streight or 
Mouth of the Lake, you have thirty Leagues; the 
Streight being a League over, and fourteen Leagues 
long. Upon this Streight you ſee Fort Suppoſe mark'4 
in the Map, which is one of the Forts that I men- 
tion'd in my 23d Letter. From that Imaginary 
Fort to the River of Conde, we have twenty Leagues. 

The River of Cond? runs ſixty Leagues in Length 
without Cataracts, if we may credit the Savages, 
who aſſur'd me, that one may go from its Source 
to another River that falls into the Sea, without any 
other Land- carriage than one of a League in length, 
between the River and the other. I ſaw only the 
Mouth of the firſt River, where our Outaouas tried 
their Limbs, as I told you in my fifteenth: Letter. 
The Iſlands that you ſec mark'd in the Map at thc 
Bottom of the Lake Err, are repleniſh'd with Roc- 
Bucks and with Fruit Trees which Nature has ge- 
nerouſly provided, in order to entertain the T ur- 
keys, Pheaſants and Deer with their Fruit. In fine, 
if there were a clcar and free Paſſage for Vel- 
ſels from Quebec to this Lake, it might be made the 
fineſt, the richeſt, and the moſt fertile Kingdom in 
the World; for over and above all the Beauties! 
have mention'd, there are excellent Silver Mines a- 
bout twenty Leagues up the Country, upon 34 
certain Hill, from whence the Savages brought 
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he us great lumps, that have y ĩelded that precious Me- 
b tal with little waſte, | 
80 From the Lake Erriè, I ſteer my Courſe to that 
of Frontenac, which I could not forbear to ſpeak of 
a in my ſeventh and ſeventeenth Letters. This Lake 
he (as J intimated above) is 280 Leagues in Circumfe- 
to rence, its figure is Oval, and its depth runs between 
res twenty and n five Fathom. Gn the South Side 
of it receives ſeveral little Rivers, particularly thoſe of 
the the Tſonontouans, of the Onnontagues, and of the Fa- 
rd mine; on the North Side 'tis join'd by the Riversof 
oe Ganaraske, and of Teonontatè. Its ſides are deck'd with 
the tall Trees, and the Ground is indifferent even and 
ues level, for it has no ſteep Coaſts. On the North Side 
Kd we meet with ſeveral little Gulfs. Vou may go 
en- from this Lake to that of Hurons, by going up the 
ary River Tanaouate, from whence you have a Land-car- 
nes. riage of fix or eight Leagues to the River of Toron- 
eth to, which falls into it. You may likewiſe have a 
ges, Paſſage from the Lake of Frontenac, to that of Erriè, 
irce through the Bay of Ganaraske, by making a Land- 
any carriage from thence to a little River that's full of 
tn, Cataracts. The Villages of the Onnontagues, Tſonon- 
the touans,Goyogouans, and Onnoyoutes, are not far diſtant 
ied from the Lake of Frontenac. Theſe Iroqueſe Nations 
ter. rare very advantageouſly ſeated. They have a plea. 
the ſunt and fertile Country; but they want 2 
\OC- and Turkeys, as well as Fith, of which their Ri- 
ge- vers are altogether deſtitute; inſomuch that they are 
[ ur- forc'd to fiſh in the Lake, and to broil or dry their 
fine, Fiſh with a Fire, in order to keep 'em and tranſ- 
Vel- port em to their Villages. They are in like Man- 
e the ner forc'd to range out of their own Territories, in 
m in queſt of Beaver in the Winter- time, either towards 
ies! Ganarasbè, or to the Sides of the Lake of Toron- 
es a- to, or elſe towards the great River of the Outaouas z 


Yn. 4 where *twould be an cafic Matter to cut all their 
ught Throats, by purſuing the Courſe I laid down in my 
us | Letters, 
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Letters. I have already touch'd upon the Forts of 
Frontenac and Niagara; as well as upon the River 
of St. Laurence, which here takes leave of the Lakes, 
and purſues a compacter Courſe to Monreal and 
Quebec, where its Waters mingling with thoſe of 
the Sca, become ſo brackiſh, that they are not 
drinkable. 

It remains only to give you a Deſcription of 
Acadia, and the Iſland ot Newfound-Land, which are 
two Countries that differ widely from one another, 
The Coaſt of Acadia extends from Kenebeki, one of 
the Frontiers of New=-England, to I Iſle Percèe, near 
the Mouth of the River ot St. Laurence. This Sca. 
Coaſt runs almoſt three hundred Leagues in Length, 
and has upon it two great navigable Bays, namcly, 
the Bay call'd Francoiſe, and the Bay des Chaleurs. 
It has a great many little Rivers, the Mouths of 
which are deep, and clean enough for the greateſt 
Ships. Theſe Rivers would afford a plentiful Salmon- 
fiſhery, if there were any Body to undertake it; and 
moſt of em as well as the Gulphs that lie before em, 
furniſh ſuch Cods as we take at the e Percte. For in 
the Summer time, that Sort of Fith make into the 
Coaſt in Shoals, eſpecially about the Iſlands of Cape 
Breton, and of St. Fohy. Tis true, the latter has 
no Harbours, and the former has none that receive 
any Veſſel above the Burden of a Barque; but if 
theſe two Iflands were peopled, ,the Inhabitants 
might fit out wirp to manage the Fiſhery ; and to- 
wards the latter End of Auguſt, when the Fiſh are 
cur'd and ready, the Ships might come to an An- 
chor near the Land, and ſo take em in. Two 
Gentlemen of the name of Amour of Quebec, have 
a Settlement for Beaver-hunting upon the River of 
St. Jahn; which is a very pleaſant River, and a- 
dorn'd with Fields that are very fertile in Grain. 
"Tis navigable for twelve Leagues up, from its 
Mouth. Between the point of Acadia, * _ 
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Iſland of Cape Breton, there is a Channel or Streight 
about two Leagues in breadth, which is deep enough 
to carry the greateſt Ships in France. Tis call'd the 
Paſs des Canceaux, and would be much more fre- 
queated than it is, if the Merchant-men bound to 
Canada, would ſet out from France about the 15th 
of March; tor then they might paſs that Way, 
being aſſurd of a clear Paſſage at all Seaſons of t 
Year, whereas the Channel of Cape de Raye, is of- 
tentimes cover'd with Ice in April: And by this 
Contrivance, the Ships would arrive at Quebec in 
the Beginning of May. 

Moſt of the Countries of Acadia abound with 
Corn, Peaſe, Fruit and Pulſe ; and have a plain 
Diſtinction of the four Seaſons of the Year, notwith- 
itanding that 'tis extream cold for three Months in 
Winter. Several Places of Acadia, afford Maſts as 
ſtrong as thoſe we have from Norway; and if there 
were Occaſion, all ſorts of Ships might be built there: 
For if you'll believe the Carpenters, the Oak of 
that Country is better than ours in Europe. In a 
Word, 'tis a very fine Country; the Climate is in- 
ditterent temperate, the Air is pure and wholeſome, 
the Waters clear and light, and there's good Accom- 
modation for Hunting, Shooting and Fiſhing. The 
Animals that we meet with there moſt commonly, 
are Beavers, Otters, and Sca-Calves, all of em be- 
ing very numerous. Thoſe who love Meat are in- 
debted to the Doctors, who perſuaded the Popes to 
Metamorphoſe theſe terreſtial Animals into Fiſh; 
tor they are allow d to eat of em without Scruple 
in the Time of Lent. To be plain, the Een 
I have of that Country, makes me foreſee that the 
Engliſh will be Maſters of it ſome Time or other. I 
could give very plautible Reaſons for the Prophecy. 
They have already begun to ruin the Commerce 
that the French had with the Savages, and in a ſhort 
Time, they'll compaſs its intire Deſtruction. The 
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French they will prize their Goods too high, though 
they are not ſo good as thoſe of the Engliſb; and yet 
the Engliſh ſell their Commodities cheaper. Twere 
a Pity that we ſhould tamely leave to the Engliſh A 


Country, the Conqueſt of which they have attempt- 


ed ſo often in Conſideration of our Fur. trade and 
Cod-fiſhing. Tis impoſſible to hinder em to po. 
ſeſs themſelves of the Settlements upon the Coaſt of 
Acadia, by reaſon that they lye at ſuch a Diſtance 
from one another; ſo that they'll certainly ſucceed in 
ſuch Enterprizcs, as indeed they have done already, 
The French Governors, they act with the ſame View, 
as many of thoſe who are imploy'd in Poſts beyond 
Sea. ey look upon their Place as a Gold Mine 
given em, in order to enrich themſelves; ſo that 
the publick Good, muſt always march behind pri- 
vate Intereſt. Mr. de Meneval ſuffer d the Engli 
to poſſeſs themſelves of Port Royal, becauſe that Place 
was cover'd with nothing but ſingle Paliſſado's 
But why was it not better pane ? Ican tell you 
the Reaſon; he thought he had Time enough to fill 
his Pockets, before the Engliſb would attack it. This 
Governor ſucceeded to Mr. Perrot, who was broke 
with Diſgrace, for having made it his chief Buſineſs 
to enrich himſelf; and after returning to France, 
went back again with ſeveral Ships laden with Goods, 
in order to ſet up for a private Merchant in that 
Country. While Mr. Perrot was Governor, he ſuf- 
fer d the Engliſb to poſſeſs themſelves of ſeveral ad- 
vantageous Poſts, without offering to ſtir. His chief 
Buſineſs was to go in Barques from River to River, 
in order to traffick with the Savages: And after he 
was diſgrac'd, he was not contented with a Com- 
merce upon the Coaſts of Acadia, but would needs 
extend it to the Engliſb Plantations but it coſt him 
dear, for ſome Pirates fell in with him, and after 
ſeizing his Barques, duck'd himſelf, upon which 
he died immediately. | _ 
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The three principal Savage Nations that live upon 
the Coaſts of Acadia, are the Abenakis, the Mitemak, 
and the C2nibas. There are ſome other erratick Na- 
tions, who go and come from Acadia, to Neu- England 
and go by the names of Mahingans, Soccołis, and Ope- 
gango. The firſt three (having fix d Habitations) are 
intirely in the Iatereſts of the French; and I maſt ſay, 
that in time of War they gall the Engliſb Colonies 
with their Incurſions ſo much, that we ought to take 
Care to perpetuate a good Underſtanding between 
them and us. The Baron of Saint Cafteins, a Gen- 
tleman of Oleron in Bearn, having liv'd among the 
Abenakis after the Savage ys for above twenty 
Years, is fo much reſpected by the Savages, that they 
look upon him as their Tutelar God. He was for- 
merly an Officer of the Carignan Regiment in Ca- 
nada; and upon the breaking of that Regiment, 
threw himſelf among the Savages, whoſe Language 
he had learn'd. He married among em after their 
Faſhion, and prefer'd the Forreſts of Acadia to the 
Pyrenæan Mountains, that encompaſs the Place of his 
Nativity: For the firſt Vears of his abode with the 
Savages he behav'd himſelf fo, as to draw an inex- 
preſſible eſteem from em. They made him their 
Great Chiet or Leader, who is in a Manner the So- 
vereign of the Nation; and by degrees he has work'd 
himſelf into fuch a Fortune, which any Man but 
he would have made ſuch Uſe of, as to draw out of 
that Country above two or three hundred thouſand 
Crowns which he has now in his Pocket in good 
dry Gold. But all the Uſe he makes of it, is, to 


buy up Goods for Preſents to his Fellow-Sa- 


vages, who upon their Return from hunting, pre- 
ſent him with Beaver Skins to a treble Value. The 
Governors General of Canada keep in with him, 
and the Governors of Neu- England are afraid of 
him. He has ſeveral Daughters, who are, all of 
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em, married very handſomly to Frenchmen, and had 
good Dowries. He has never chang'd his Wite; 
by which Means he mean'd to give the Savages to 
underſtand, that God doth not love inconſtant Folks, 
Tis ſaid, that he endeavour d to convert theſe poor 
People, but his endeavours prov d ſucceſsleſs; fo that 
tis in vain for the Jeſuits to preach up the Truths 
of Chriſtianity to em; though after all, theſe good 
Fathers are not diſcourag d; nay, they think that 
the adminiſtring of Baptiſm to a dying Child, is 
worth ten times the Pains and 1 of living 
among that People. 

Port- Royal, the Capital or the only City of Aca- 
dia, is in effect no more than a little paultry Town, 
that is ſomewhat cnlarg'd ſince the War broke out in 
1689, by the Acceſſion of the Inhabitants that liv'd 
near Boſton, the Metropolitan of Ner- England. A great 
many of theſe People retir'd to Port-Royal, upon 
the apprehenſion that the Engliſb 8 em, 
and carry em into their Country. Mr. de Mene- 
val ſurrendred this Place to the Engliſh, as I ſaid be- 
fore; he could not maintain ſuch a Poſt with the 
handful of Men that he had, becauſe the Paliſſadoes 
were low, and out of order. He made a Capitu- 


lation with the Commander of the Party that made 


the Attack; but the Engliſh Officer broke his word 
to him, and us'd him both ignominiouſly, and 
harſhly. Port-Reyal is ſeated in the Latitude of 44 
Degrees, and 40 Minutes, 2 the edge of a 
very fine Baſin, which is a League broad, and 
two Leagues long, having at the entry about ſix- 
teen or eighteen fathom Water on one fide, and ſix 
or ſeven on the other; for you muſt know that the 
Ifland call'd e aux Chevres which ſtands in the 
Middle, divides the Channel into two. There's 


excellent Anchorage all over the Baſin ; and at the 


Bottom of it, there's a Cape or Point of Land that 
parts two Rivers, at which the Tide riſes ten of 
twelve 
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twelve Foot. Theſe Rivers are bounded by plea- 
ſant Meads, which in Spring and Autumn are co- 
ver'd with all Sorts of freſh Water-fowl. In fine, 
Port-Royal is only a handful of Houſes two Sto 
high, and has but few Inhabitants of any Note. It 
ſubſiſts upon the Traffick of the Skins, which the 
Savages bring thither to truck for European Goods. 
In former Times, the Farmer's Company had Ma- 
gizines in this Place, which were under the Care of 
the Governors, I could caſily mention ſome of 'em, 
it I were not apprehenſive that theſe Memoirs may 
be ſeen by others beſides yourſelf. 

Ihe Ifland of Newfound=-Land, is three hundred 
Leagues in Circumference. It lies at the Diſtance 
of ſix hundred and fifty Leagues from France, and 
torty or fifty Leagues ttom the Bank of the ſame 
Name. Ihe South Side of the Iſland belongs to the 
French, who have ſeveral Scttlements there for the 
fiſhing of Cod. The Eaft Side is inhabited by the 
Eugliſb, who are poſſeſs d of ſeveral conſiderable 
Poſts, ſituated in certain Ports, Bays, and Havens, 
which they have taken care to fortify. The Weſt 
of the Iſland is waſte, and it was never yet poſſeſs d. 
The Iſland is of a Triangular Figure, and is full of 
Mountains and Impracticable Foreſts. It has ſome 
great Meadows, or rather Heaths, which are cover- 
ed with a fort of Mots inftead of Graſs. The Soil 
of this Country is good for nothing, as being a 
mixture of Gravel, Sand and Stones; fo that the 
Fiſhery was the only Motive that indue'd the French 
and the Engliſh to ſettle there. It attords great Store 
of Game, for Water fowl, Patridges and Hares; 
but as for the Stags, 'tis almoſt impoſhble to come 
at em, by reaſon that the Mountains are fo high, 
and the Woods ſo thick. In this Iſland, as well as 
in that of Cape Breton, we find Porphyry of ſe- 
vcral Colours; and Care has been taken to ſend to 
France ſome Picces of it for a Pattern, which 2 
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found to be very pretty, only they were hard to cut 
I have ſeen ſome of em that were red ſtreak'd with 
green, and ſeem'd to be extream fine; but the miſ. 
Chief is, it ſplits ſo when tis taken out of the 
Quarries, that it cannot be made uſe of, but by 
way of incruſtation. | 

This Iſland of Cape Breton affords likewiſe black 
Marble, or a fort of Breſche with grey Veins which 
is hard, and not caſily poliſh'd. This Stone is apt 
to ſplit, for 'tis not equally hard, and it has knots 
init, There are no 1 Savages in the Iſland 
of Newfound-Land. *Tis true, the Eskimaux do 
ſometimes croſs over to it at the Streight of Belle I- 
in great Sloops, with intent to ſurpriſe the Crew of 
the Fiſhermen upon the Coaſt call'd Petit Nord. Our 
Settlements are at Placentia, at the Iſland of St Peter, 
and in the Bay of Trepaſſez. From Cape Raſe to Cha- 
peau Rouge, the Coaſt is very clean, but from Chapeau 
Rouge to Cape Raye, the Racks render 1t dangerous. 
There are two conſiderable Inconyeniences, that at- 
tend the landing upon this Iſland. In the firſt place, 
the Fogs are here ſo thick in the Summer, for twenty 
Leagues off into the Main that the ableſt and moſt 
expert Sailor dare not ſtand into the Land while 
they laſt: So that all Ships are oblig'd to lyc by 
for a clear day, in order to make the Land. The 
ſecond Inconveniency, which is yet greater, pro- 
ceeds from the Currents which run to and again, 
without any perceivable Variation, by which means 
the Ships are ſomctimes drove in upon the Coat, 
when they reckon upon ten Leagues offing. But, 
which is worſt of all, the inſenſible Motion of the 
rowlingWaves,throws'em inſenſibly upon the h ocks, 
which they cannot poſſibly avoid, for want of ground 
to anchor upon. Twas by this Means that the 
King's Ship the Pretty was loſt in 1692, as well as 
a great many others upon ſeveral occalions. 
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Of all our Settlements in North- America, Placen- 
tia is the Poſt of the greateſt Importance and Ser- 
vice to the King, in regard that tis a Flace of re- 
tuge to the Ships that are oblig'd to put into a Har. 
bour, when they go or come from Canada, and even 
to thoſe which come from South- America, when 
they want to take in freſh Water or Proviſi- 
ons, and have ſprung their Maſts, or been dam- 
mag d in a Storm. This place is ſituated in the La- 
titude of 47 Degrees, and ſome Minutes, almoſt at 
the Bottom of the Bay that goes by the ſame Name. 
The Bay is ten or twelve Leagues broad, and twenty 
odd Leagues long. The Fort ſtands upon the ſide 
of a Neck or narrow Streight, which is ſixty Paces 
over, and fix Fathoms water deep. The Ships that 
enter into the Port, are oblig d to graze, (fo to 
ſpeak) upon the Angle of the Baſtions. The Port 
or Harbour is a League long, and a quarter of a 
League over: Before the Port there's a large, fine 
road, which is a League and a half wide: but lies 
ſo bleak to the North-Weſt, and Weſt-North-Weſt 
Winds, the ſtrongeſt and moſt boiſterous Winds that 
are, that neither Cables nor Anchors, nor large ſtout 
Ships can withſtand their furious ſhocks; tho indeed 
thele violent Storms ſeldom happen but in the lat- 
ter End of Autumn. The ſame Year that the Pretty 
was loſt, the King loſt another of 69 Guns call'd 
the Good, in this Road; and if the four or five other 
Ships that belong to the {ame Squadron, had not 
on the precaution of ſtcering into the Port, they 
had certainly underwent the ſame Fate. This Road 
then which is only expos'd to the North-Weſt, and 
Weſt-North-Weſt Winds, has ſome hidden Rocks 
on the North ſide, belides thoſe at Pointe Verte, 
where ſeveral of the Inhabitants are wont to fiſh. 
All theſe things you may ſee plainly upon the Plan 


that I ſent you along with my 234 Letter. 
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Commonly, there comes thirty or forty Ships 
from France to Placentia every Year, and ſometimes 
ſixty. Some come with Intent to fiſh, and others 
have no other Deſign than to truck with the Inha- 
bitants, who live in the Summer-time on the other 
Side of the Fort. The Ground upon which their 
Houſes ſtand, is call'd La grand Grave, for in Ef. 
te& they have nothing but Gravel to ſpread their 
Cod-fiſh upon, in order to have em dry'd by the 
Sun after they are ſalted. The Inhabitantsand the 
French Fiſhermen, ſend their Sloops every day two 
Leagues off the Port to purſue the Fiſhery; and 
ſometimes the Sloops return ſo over-loaded, that 
they arc in a Manner bury d in the Water. You 
cannot imagine how deep they ſink, and tis impoſ- 
ſible you ſhould believe it unleſs you ſaw it. The 
Fiſhery commences in the Beginning of June, and 
13 at an End about the Middle of Auguſt. In the 
Harbour they catch a little ſort of a Fiſh, which 
they put upon their Hooks as a Bait for the Cod, 

lacentia is in great Want of Gravel, which oc- 
caſions the Thinneſs of the Inhabitants. If the Go- 
vernors preter'd the King's Service to Avarice, they 
might make it a conſiderable Poſt, and a great ma- 
ny would make gravel Walks at their own Charge; 
but as long as the Governors prey upon the For- 
tunes of private Men under the fair Pretence of 
the King's Service, which is always in their Mouths, 
I can't ſee that this Settlement will ever be inlarg d, 
or improv'd. Do's not the Governor diſgrace his 
Prince, and fink the Character of his Poſt, in turn- 
ing Fiſherman, Merchant, Vintner, and acting in 
the Way of a thouſand meaner, and more mecha- 
nical Trades? Is not this a Piece of Tyranny ! 
To force the Inhabitants to buy what Goods they 
want, out of ſuch, and ſuch a Ship, and to fell 
their Cod to ſuch other Ships as the Governor 15 
intereſted in, and that as a principal Owner: Lo 
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appropriate to himſelf the Rigging and Tackle of 
the Ships that are caſt away upon the Coaſt, to ſtop 
the Crew of Merchantmen for his own Fiſhery, to 
ſell Habitations or Settlements, to ſtifle the Bidding 
up for Effects fold by way of Auction that he may in- 

roſs them by his ſole Authority, to change the 
Frovifious laid up in Magazines for his Majeſty's 
Troops, to carry off the good Biskuit and put bad 
in the Room of it, to make ſo much Beef and Ba- 
con for the Subſiſtance of the Garriſon, to force 
the Inhabitants to ſend their Servants and Car- 
penters to ſome Work, in which his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice is leſs concern'd than his own Pocket: Theſe, 
I fay, are Things that I take to be plain Infract ions 
of the Orders iſſued forth by Lewis the XIV. 
Theſe are Abuſes that muſt be redreſs'd, if we 
would have the King to be well ſery'd : And yet 
there's nothing done in it. For my Part, I am 
unacquainted with the Reaſon of the Delay: thoſe 
that have a Mind to know, had beſt ask the De- 

utics of Monſieur de P***, I am fully per- 
uaded, that all theſe Pyracics do not come to the 
King's Ear, for he's too juſt to ſuffer em. 

o conclude, Placentia bears neither Corn, noy 
Ric, nor Peaſe, for the Soil is good for i 
not to mention, that if it were as good and as fer- 
tile as any in Canada, yet no body would give them- 
ſelves the Trouble to cultivate it; for one Man carns 
more in Cod-fiſhing in one Summer, than ten would 
do in the Way of Agriculture. In the great Bay of 
Placentia, there are ſome little Harbours, (beſides 
that of the Fort) which the Biſcay Fiſhermen re- 
ſort to. Such arc the little and the great Burin, 
St. Laurence, Martir, Chapeau Rouge, &c, 
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A Lift of the Savage Nations of Canada, 


Thoſe in Acadia, 
The Abenakis. | 
The Micmac. Theſc are all of em good War- 
The Canibas. riours; they are more active and 


The Mabingans. v leſs cruel than the Iroqueſe. Their 
The Openangos. | Language differs a little from that 
The Soccokis. of the Algonkins, 

The Etechemins. }; 


The Nations that lye upon the River of St. Laurence, 
| from the Sea to Monreal, 


The Papinachois * | 
The 12 W 450] Theſe ſpeak the Algonkin Lan- 
The Gaſpehans Y Buage. 
by _—_ of 7 255 the Iroqueſe Tongue. 
e Abenakis of Scilleri. | 7 
The Alronkins. {The Algonkin Language. 
The Agnies of the Fall call'd Saut St. Louis; they 
ſpeak the Irequeſe Language, and arc good 
Warriours 
The Iroqueſe of the Mountain of Monreal; they ou 
the Trogucſe Language, and are a brave People. 


T} ofe upon the Lake of Hurons, 
The Hurons, the Iroqueſe Language. 


e Outaouas. 


- 


The Nockes. ( 
The EN The Algonkin Language. 


The Attikamek. | 
The Outchipoues, alias Sauteurs, good Warriours. 


Upon 
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Upon the Ilineſe Lake, and the adjacent Country. 


Some Ilineſe at Chegakow. 

The Oumamis, good Warriours, 

The Maskoutens. 
| ah kt 

The K:kapous, good Warriours. | * ney 8 

TheOuragamss, good Warriours. > and are a ſpright] 

The Malomimis. ative i, 2 Peco. 

The Ponteouatamis. Vein 

The Ojatinons, good Warriours, | Ple. 

The Sakis. 7 


In the Neighbourhood of the Lake of Frontenac. 


by 3 "Theſe ſpeak a different Lan- 
The Onnotagues. guage from the Algonkin. 


The Onnoyoutes and Agnies, at a {mall Diſtance. 
Near the River of the Outaous. 
The Tabitibi. 


'The Monzoni. 

The Machakandibi 0 They ſpeak the Agon 
The Nopemen d Achuri ni. Pn Language, and all of 
The Nepiſirini. * are very cowardly, 
The Temiskamink. 


To the North of Miſſiſipi, and upon the Confines of the 
Upper Lake, and Hudſon's Bay. 

The Nadoueffs, 

The A/impouals. . 

The Sonkaskitons 

The Ouadbatons. pt 

The Atintons, > Theſe ſpeak Algonkin, A 

The Cliftinos brave | 

Warriours and ac- 

tive brisk Men, | F 

- 


The Ekimaus 
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A Lift of the Animals of the South Countries of | 
| Canada. 


Wild Beeves. 

Little Stags or Harts. 

Roebucks of three different Species. 

Wolves, ſuch as we have in Europe. 

Lynx's, ſuch as we have in Europe. 

Michibichi, a fort of baſtard Tyger. 

Wade, & ſuch as we have in Enrope. 

Aſh-colour'd Squirrels. 

Hares, ſ 1 2 2 

Rabbets, N ſuch as we have in Europe. 
2 

Badgers, ſuch as we have in Europe. 

White Beavers, very ſcarce. 

Reddiſh Bears. 

Musk Rats, | | 

Reddifh Foxes, as in Europe. 

Crocodiles in the Aiſiſipi. 

Offa, an Animal like a Hare, upon the Mfi/ipi. 


A Lift of the Animals of the North Countries of Canada, 


Orignals or Elks, 

Caribous or wild Aſſes. 

Black Foxes. | 

Silver-colour'd Foxcs, | 

A ſort of wild Cats, call'd Enſaus du Diable, or the 

Devils Children. 

Carcaious, an Animal not unlike a Badger, 

Porcupines, | 

Fontereaux, an Amphibious ſort of little Poles 
Cats. | 

Martins. | 

Pole-Cats, ſuch as we have in Zurope, 

Black Bears,. | ' 

| White 
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White Bears. | 


Siffleurs, an Animal that makes a whizzing Noiſe. 

Flying Squirrels. BD. et | 

White Hares. | 

Beavers. 

Otters. -* 

Musk-Rats. a . : 

Suiſſe Squirrels, or a ſort of Squirrels, whoſe Hair 
reſembles a Saifſe's Doublet. 

Great Harts. | 

Sea- Wolves or Calves. 


* 


nm. 
— — 


A Deſcription of ſuch Animals or Beaſts, as are not 
Xie . in the — ; 


HE Michibichi is a ſort of Tyger, The Animals 

only tis leſs than the common I y- 7 228 
ger, and not ſo much ſpeckl d. As ſonm 
as it deſcries a Man, it runs away, and climbs up 
the firſt Tree it mects with. It attacks all brute 
Animals whatſocver, and gonquers em with Eaſe; 
and, which is very fingular liar to it above 
all other Animals, it runs in to the Aſſiſtance of the 
Savages, when they purſue Bears and wild Beaves; 
upon ſuch Occaſions it makes as if it twere afraid 
of no body, and ſallies out with Fury upon the 
hunted Animal. The Savages call theſe Animals 
ſort of Manitous, that is, Spire that love Men; 
and *tis y_M_ that Score they eſteem and reſpe& 
em to ſuch a Degree, that they would chooſe ra- 


ther to die, than to kill one of em. 

The white Beavers are much valued, upon the ac- 
count of their being uncommon, though at the 
lame Time, their Hair is neither ſo large nor ſo fine 
as that of the common Beavers. As there are but 
few of theſe white Beavers, ſo thoſe which are quite 


The 


black are very ſcarce, 
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The Rediſb Bears are miſchievous Creatures, for 
they fall fiercely upon the Huntſmen, whercas the 
black ones fly from em. The former Sort are 
leſs, and more nimble than the latter. 

The Crocociles of Mifſiepi, are exactly the ſame 
with thoſe of the Mile, and other Places. I have 
ſeen that Crocodile that is at Engoliſma in Aquitaine 
and find that is has the ſame figure with theſe, on- 
ly tis fomewhat leſs. The moſt uſual Method that 
the Savages have for taking em alive, is to throw 
great Wreaths or Cords made of the Barks of Trees 
with a running knot upon their Neck, the Middle 
of their Body, their Paws, Ec. After they are thus 
ſiez d, they ſhut em up between ten or twelve 
Stakes, and there tic em after their Belly is turn'd 
upwards While they lye in this poſture, they flea 
em without touching their Head or their Tail, and 
give em a Coat of Fir-bark, to which they ſet fire, 
having cut the Ropes that kept 'em faſt. Upon 
ſuch Occaſions, theſe Animals make a fearful houl- 
ing and crying. To conclude, the Savages are fre- 

quently ſwallow'd up by theſe Creatures, whether 
in ſwimming over a River, or in ſleeping upon its 
Banks, Ariofte in the 68 Diapaſon of his I 5th Song, 
gives this Deſcription of a Crocodile, 


Vive ſub lito e dentro a la Riviera, 
Ei Corpi Umani ſon le ſue vivande, 
De le Perſone miſere & incaute, 

Di viandanti e d'infelice naute. 


That is, it lives both in the River, and upon its 
Banks; it ſquaſhes People with its murdering Tooth; 
it feeds upon the Bodies of poor Travellers, ot 
unfortunate Paſſengers, and Sailors. 

The Offa, are little Animals like Hares, and re- 
ſemble em in every thing, excepting the Ears and 
Hind- feet. They run, and cannot nd, JAM! 
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Females haye a Bag under their Belly, where their 
young ones enter upon a purſuit, in order to ſave 
themſelves along with the Mother, who immedi- 
atcly betakes herſelf to flight. 

he Silver-colour'd Foxes are of the The Animals 
ſame Shape with thoſe of Europe, as 5 15 of the 
well as the black ones. The black „, 
ones are very ſcarce, and whoſoever 


catches one, 1s ſure to ſell it for its weight in Gold. 


This Species is met with only in the coldeſt Coun- 


tries. NG 

The White Bears are a monſtrous Animal, and ex- 
traordinary long; their Head has a formidable Af 
pect, and their Hair is very large and thick; they 
are ſo fierce, that they'll come and attack a Sloop 
in the Sea, with ſeven or eight Men in it. Tis 
ſaid, that they'll ſwimſſix or ſeven Leagues without 
being tir'd. They live upon Fiſh and Shell upon 
the Sea-ſhore, from whence they ſeldom ſtraggle 
far. I never ſaw but one of em in my Life-time, 
which had certainly tore me to Pieces, if I had 
not ſpy'd it at a diſtance, and ſo had time to run 
back for ſhelter to Fort Leuis at Placentia. 

'The Flying Squirrels are as big as a large Rat, and 
of a greyiſh white colour. They arc as drowſy as 
thoſe of the other Species are watchful. They are 
called Flying Squirrels, in regard that they fly Gon 
one Tree to another, by the means of a certain Skin 
which ſtretches itſelf out in the Form of a Wing, 
when they make theſe little Flights. 

The White Hares are only ſuch in Winter, for as 
loon as the Spring comes on, they begin to turn 
grayiſh, and by Degrees recover the ſame Colour as 
our Hares have in France, which they hold till the 
End of Autumn, | 
The Suiſſe Squirrels are little Animals, reſembling 
little Rats. The Epithet of Suiſſe is beſtow'd upon 
em, in regard that the Hair which covers their Bo. 


dy 
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dy, is ſtreak'd with Black and white, and reſem. 
bles a Suiſſes Doublet ; and that theſe ſtreaks make 
a Ring on each Thigh, which bears a great deal of 
Reſemblance to a Suifſe's Cap. 

'The large Stags are —2 larger nor thicker, 
than thoſe we have in Europe; but they are call'd 
large in Proportion to two other Species of Harts 
that frequent the Southern Countries. The leſſer 
Sort affords the moſt delicious Meat. 

The Sea-Wotves, which ſome call Sea-Calves, are 
as big as Maſtiffs. They are almoſt always in the 
Water, or at leaſt they never go far from the Sca- 
Side. Theſe Animals do not walk ſo much as they 
crawl, for when they raiſe themſelves out of the 
Water, they only creep upon the Sand or Clay. 
'Their Head has the Form of an Otter's Head, 
and their Feet, which have no Legs, reſemble thoſe 
of a Gooſe. The Female kind bring forth their 
your ones upon the Rocks, or upon ſome little 

flands, juſt by the Sea. The Sea-Wolves live upon 
Fiſh and reſort to cold Countries There's a pro- 
digious Number of 'em about the Mouth of the 
River of St. Laureuce. 
As for the remaining Animals of Canada, I gave 
you an Account of em in my Letters. I will not 
offer to ſhew you what Methods the Savages take 
to catch or kill all theſe Animals, for ach an un- 
dertaking would be endleſs. This I can aſſure you 
of in the general, that they rarcly go a Hunting 
to no Purpoſe, and that they make no Uſe of their 
Dogs, but in the Hunting of Elks, and ſometimes 
in Hunting of Beavers, as you ſhall ſee under the 
Head of the Diverſions of unting and Shooting 
among the Savages. 
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A Lift of the Fowl or Birds that 1 the South 
Countries of Canada. 


Vultures. | 

Huards, a River-fowl as big as a Gooſe 

Swans. 

Black Geeſe. | 

Black Ducks. ſuch as we have in Europe. 

Plungcons. 

Coots. 

Ray les. 

Turkeys. 

Red Patridges. 

Pheaſants. 

Large Eagles. 

Cranes. 

Acids ſuch as we have in Europe. 

Thruſhes. | 

Wood- Pigeons. 

Parrots, 

aro ſuch as we have in Europe. 

Several Sorts of Birds of Prey that are not known 
in Europe. 2 

Nightingales unknown in Europe, as well as ſeveral 
other little Birds of different colours, Os. 
that call'd Oiſeau Mouche, a very little Bird reſem- 
bling a Fly; and great quantities of Pelicans. 


The Birds of the North Countries of Canada. 


8 1. ſuch as we have in Europe. 
Ducks, of ten or twelve ſorts. 

Teals. 

Sea-Mews. 

Grelans. 

Sterlets, 


= 
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Sea-Parrots. x 
Moyacks. 
Cormorants. 
Heath-Cocks. 
Snipes. | 
Plungeons. 
Plovers. : 
Lapwings. $f{uch as we have in Europe. 
Herns, : Ih 
Courbeious. 
The Water- 
Fowl called 
Chevalier. * X 
Beateurs de Faux, a Fowl as big as a Quail, 
White Patridges. 
Large black Patridges, 
Reddiſh Patridges. 
Woodhens. 
Turtledoves. 
White Ortolans, a Bird no bigger than a Lark. 
ung“ ſuch as we have in Europe. 
Vultures. 
1 r- Hawks. 8 

erlins. like ours in Europe. 


Swallows. 
Becs De ſcie, a ſort of a Duck. 


A Table of the Inſefs that are found in Canada, 


Adders. 

Aſps. 

Rattle- Snakes. 

Lowing Frogs. 

Gnats, or Midges. 

Gad-Bees. 

Brulots, or burning Hand-worms. 


— 
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A Deſcription of ſuch Birds as are not accounted for 
in my Letters. 


HE Haards are a freſhwater Fowl The Nl er 

as big as a Gooſe, and as dull and 2 4 os | 
heavy as an Aſs, They have black and ;,j. 
white Feathers, a pointed Beak, and a 
very ſhort Neck. 1hey only duck or dive in the Sum- 
mer, for they cannot uſe their Wings; and in that 
Seaſon, the Savages take the Diverſion of ſurround- 
ing em with ſeven or eight Canows, diſpers'd here 
and there, and ſo obliging em to dive — when 
they offer to come up to take Breath, The Savages 
have entertained me ſeveral Times with this agree- 
able Amuſement, during the Courſe of the Voyages 
I made with them, 

The Red Patridges are wild and little, and much 
different from the Red Patridge we have in Europe, as 
well as the Pheaſant, whoſe Feathers being of « 
white Colour with black ſpecks, make a very agree- 
able diverfity 

The largeſt Eagles we find in this Country, are 
no bigger than Swans, Their Head and their Tail 
is whitc, and they have frequent Ingagements with 
a Sort of Vultures, that commonly have the better 
of it. In our Voyages we had frequent Occalions 
of ſccing theſe Ingagements, which laſt as long as 
the Eagle can keep up the Force of its Wings. 

The Parrots are met with in the Ilineſe Country, 
and upon the River of Miibi. They are very 
ſmall, and are the ſame with thoſe that we bring 
from Brazil and Cayenne. | 

That ſort of Nightingale that I ſaw is of a pecu- 
liar form; for 'tis of a leſſer Size than the European, 
and of a blewiſh colour, and its Notes are more di- 
verlified; beſides that, it lodges in the Holes of 
Trees, and four or five of em do commonly keep 

together 
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together upon the thickeſt Trees, and with joynt 
Notes warble o er their Songs. 

The Flylike Bird is no bigger than one's Thumb, 
and the colour of its Feathers is ſo changeable, 


that tis hard to faſten any one colour upon it They 
appear ſometimes red, ſometimes of a Gold colour, 


aqaqt other times they are blue and red; and proper- 


ly ſpeaking, 'tis only the brightneſs of the Sun that 
makes us unſenſible of the change of its gold and 
red colours Its Beak is as ſharp as a Needle. It 
flies from Flower to Flower, like a Bee, and by its 
fluttering ſucks the — Sap. Sometimes about 
Noon it preaches upon the little branches of Plumb- 
trees or Cherry-trees. ] have ſent ſome of em dead 
to France, it being impoſſible to keep em alive, and 
they were look'd upon as a great Curioſity. 
| There are ten or twelve ſorts of 
re 5 = of Ducks in this Country. 'Thoſe call'd 
Gp. Brancbus, are the ſmalleſt indeed, but 
they are much the prettieſt "The Fea- 
thers upon their Neck looks ſo eight, by virtue of 
the variety and livelineſs of their Colours, that a 
Fur of that nature would be invaluable in Muſcovy 
or Turkey. They owe the name of Branchus, to 
their reſting upon the Branches of Trees. There's 
another Species of Ducks in this Country, that 
are as black as Jackdaws, only their Beak and the 
circle of their Eyes arc red 
The Sea-mtws, Grelans and Sterlets, are Fowls that 
fly inceſſantly over Seas, Lakes, and Rivers, in or- 
der to catch little Fiſh Their bleſh is good for 
nothing, beſides that, they have no Subſtance of 
Body, though they ſeem to be as big as Pigeons, 
he Sea-Parrots bear the name of Parrots, upon 
the account that their Beak is of the ſame Form 
with that of the Land Parrot. They never quit the 
Sca or the Shoar; and arc always flying upon the 
ſurface of the Water, inqueſt of little Fiſh he — 
colour 


Colour is black, and their fize is much the ſame with 
that of a Pullet. There are great Numbers of em 
upon the Bank of Newfound-Land, and near the 
Coaſt of the Iſland, which the Seamen catch with 
Hooks cover'd with a Cod's Roe, and hung over the 
Prow of the Ship. 

The Moyacks are a ſort of Fowl, as big as a 
Gooſe, having a ſhort Neck, and a broad Foot; 
and which is very ſtrange, their Eggs arc half as 
big again as a Swan's, and yet they are all Volk, 
and that ſo thick, that they muſt be dilated with 
Water before they can be us'd in Pancakes. 

The White Patridges, are as big as our Red Pa- 
tridges. Their Feet are cover'd with ſuch a thick 


Down, that they reſemble thoſe of a young Rab- 


bet. They are only ſeen in the Winter Time, and 
ſome Years they are ſcarce ſeen at all, though on 
the other Hand, iu other Years they are ſo plenti- 
ful, that you may buy a Dozen for nine Pence. 
This is the moſt ſtupid Animal in the Word; it 
fits upon the Snow, and ſuffers itſelf to be knock'd 
on the Head with a Pole without offering to ſtir. 
I am of the Opinion, that this unaccountable numb- 
neſs is occafion'd by its long flight from Greenland to 
Canada. This Conjecture is not altogether ground- 
leſs, for 'tis obſerv d, that they never come in flocks 
to Canada, but after the continuance of a North 
or North-Eaſt Wind. 

The Black Patridges are truly very pretty. The 
arc bigger than ours; and their Beak together wit 
the Cirele of the Eyes, and the Feet are red; their 
Plumage being of a ſhining black Colour. Theſe A- 
nimals are very proud, and ſeem to have a Senſe 
of their Beauty as they walk. They are but ver 
uncommon, as well as the reddiſh Patridges, which 
reſemble Quails in their Bulk and Briskneſs. 

The White Ortolans are only met with in Winter; 
but Jam of the Opinion, that their Feathers are na- 

R turally 
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turally of a white Colour, and that they retrieve 
their natural Colour in the Places the retire to, when 
they diſappear in Canada. They are indifferent 
good to cat when they are fat, but that they ſeldom 
arc. In the Winter great Quantities of 'em are 
catch'd about the Barns, with Nets ſtretch'd out 
upon the Straw. 


8 
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A Deſcription of the Inſe#s of Canada. 


HE Adders of Canada do no harm at all. The 

Aſps indeed are very dangerous, when the People 
bathe in the ſtagnating Water towards the South 
Countries. The Rattle-Snake or Sounding Serpent is 
ſo call'd, in regard that at the Extremity of its 
Tail, it has a Sort of a Caſe, containing certain 
Bones which make ſuch a Noiſe when the Serpent 
creeps along, that tis heard thirty Paces off. Theſe 
. Serpents betake themſelves to 1 light when they 
hear the Sound of Men's Feet, and commonly ſleep 
in the Sun either in green Fields, or open Woods. 
They never ſting but when they are trod upon, 
The Lowing Frogs are ſocall'd with reſpect to their 
croaking, which ſounds like the lowing of an Ox 
Theſe Frogs are twice as large as thoſe we have in 
Europe. The Canada Gad Bees; are a fort of Flies 
about twice as big as Becs; but of the ſame form with 
a common Fly. They ſting only between Noon, 
and three o Clock in the Afternoon; but then they 
do it ſo violently, that they fetch Blood. However, 
tis only upon certain Rivers that they are met with. 
The Brulots are a fort of Hand-worms, which 
cleave ſo hard to the Skin, that their pricking occa- 
ſions the ſame Senſe, as if twere a burning Coal, or 
a Spark of Fire. Theſe little Animals are unper- 
ceivable, though at the ſame Time they are pretty 
numerous. Py 
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The Names of the Fiſh in the River of St. Laurence, 
From its Mouth to the Lakes + ns 


Balenots or little Whales. 

A Fiſh almoſt as big as a Whale, call'd Souffleur. 
White Porpoiſes. 

Salmon, ſuch as we have in Europe. 

Eels. 

Maycrel, as in Europe. 

Herrings. 


Gaſperots, a ſmall Fiſh like a Herring 


Baſes. 

Shad-fiſh. 

Cod-fath. * 

Plaices, 

Smelts. 

Turbots. 

Pikes. 

The Gold- colour'd Fiſh. 
Roaches. 

Lampreys. 

Merles or Sea Tench. 
Thornbacks. 


Cungars. 


Sea-Cows, a kind of Porpoiſes. | 


The Shell-Fiſh. 
Little Lobſters. 
Crab-fiſh. 
Cockles. 
Muſcles. 


The Fiſh that are found in the Lakes of Canada, and 
in the Rivers that fall into em. 


Sturgeons. 
The Armed Fiſh. 


Touts 
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Trouts 
White-Fiſh 

A ſort of Herrings 
Eels 

_ 

Gul. Fin 

Gudg eons 


The Fiſb found in the River of Miſliſipi. 


Pikes, ſuch as we have in Europe 

Carps 

Tench 

Perches 

Dabs, and ſeveral others that are not known in 


Europe. 


＋—— 
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A Deſeription of the Fiſh that are not mention d in the 


Letters. 
Thiſe between HE. Balenct is a ſort of a Whale, 
* only tis leſs and more fleſhy, and 


Ri 1 
= --- x does not yield Oil in Proportion to the 


Northern Whales. This Fiſh goes 
fifty or ſixty Leagues up the River. 

The Souffieurs are much of the ſame Size, only 
they are ſhorter and Blacker. When they mean to 
take Breath after diving, they ſquirt out the Wa- 
ter through a hole behind their Head after the 
ſame Manner with the Whales Commonly, they 
. Send Ships in the River of St. Laurence. 

he White Porpoiſes are as big as Oxen They 
always $0 along with the Current; and go up with 
the Ti e till they come at freſh Water, upon which 


they retire with the ebb Water. They are a ghaſtly 
ſort of Animals, and arc frequenly taken before 
Quebec. | 


'The 
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The . are a ſmall Fiſh, not unlike a Her- 
ring. In the Summer time they make into the ſhoar 
in ſuch fhoals, that the Cod-fiſhers take as man 
of 'em as ſerves for Bait for that Fiſhery. The 
Fiſhermen do likewiſe make uſe of Herrings, when 
the Seaſon N * them to put into the fhoar to 
Spawn. In a 

of for a Bait to make the Codfiſh bite at the Hook, 
are called Boete in the Fiſhermens Dialect. 

The Gold-colour'd Fiſb are nice Food. They are 
about fifreen Inches long ; their Scales are yellow, 
and they are valued very high 

The Sea Cows, which are a ſort of Porpoiſes, are 
bigger than the Normandy Beeves. They have a ſort 
of Paws cut like a Gooſe's Foot, their Head reſem- 
bles that of an Otter; and their Teeth, which are 
two Inches thick, and nine Inches long, are reck- 
on'd the fineſt Ivory that is. Tis ſaid that they 
2 wide of the Shoar, towards ſandy and marſhy 

— . 

The Lobſters of this River, ſeem to be exactly the 
ſame with thoſe we have in Europe. 

The Cockles are of a Piece, with thoſe we have 
upon the Coaſt of France, excepting that they are 
larger, and have a more agreeable Tafte, though 
their Fleſh ſeems to partake more of Crudity and 
Indigeſtion. 

The Muſcles of this River are prodigious large, 
and tafte very well; but tis next to an Impoſſibility 
to eat em without breaking one's Teeth by reaſon 
of their being ſtuff d with Pearl; I call it Pearl, 
tho' the name of Gravel or Sand may be more pro- 
per, with reſpect to its Value, for I brought to 
Paris fifty or ſixty of the largeſt and fineſt, which 
were rated only at a Penny a piece; notwithſtand- 
ing that we had broke above two thouſand Muſe 
cles to make up that Number, 
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'The Lake-Sturgeons are commonly five or ſix Foot 
long: But I once ſaw one of ten Foot, and another 
of twelve in length. The Savages catch em with 
Nets in the Winter, and Grapples in the Summer. 
Tis ſaid, they have a certain ſort of Fleſh about 
their Head, that taſtes like Beef, Mutton, and 
Veal; but I have cat of it ſeveral Times, and ne- 
ver could obſerve any ſuch thing, which makes me 
look upon the Alligation as chimerical. 

The Fiſh in Armour, is about three Foot and a 
half long. "Tis defended by ſuch ſtrong and hard 
Scales, that 'tis impoſſible for any other Fiſh to hurt 
it. Its Enemies are Trouts and Roaches, but *tis 
admirably well provided for the repulſing of their 
Attacks, by virtue of its pointed Snout, which is 
a Foot long, and as hard as its Skin. It cats ver 
well, and its Fleſh or Subſtance is as firm as 'tis 
white. 

The Lake Dabs or Sandings are not above a Foot 
long, but they are very thick all over. They are 
call d Barbues in French, which alluſion to a certain 
fort of Beards that hang down from the Side of their 
Muzzle, and are as big as Ears of Corn. Thoſe 
which we find in the River of Miſfſipi, are of a 
monſtrous Size. Both the one and the other are 
catch'd with a Hook, as well as with a Net; and 
make very good Victuals. 

The Miſfiſipi Carps are likewiſe of an extraordi- 
nary Size, and admirably well taſted. They are 
of the ſame Form with ours. In the Autumn they 
put in towards the Shoar, and are caſily catch'd. 
with a Net. | 

The largeſt Trouts we meet with in the Lakes, arc 
five Foot and a half long, and of one Foot Diameter, 
Their fleſh is red, and they are catch'd with great 
Hooks made faſt to Pieces of Wire. 

The Fiſh catch'd in the Lakes, are better than 
thoſe we take at Sea, or in the Rivers, * 

the 


nn BS At I, AS o. £2 ara. 


to North- America. 247 


the white Fiſh, which for goodneſs and nice Eat- 
ing, are far beyond all the other Species. The Sa- 
vages that live upon the Sides of thoſe little freſh» 
water Seas, prefer the Broth of Fiſh, to Meat-broth 
when they are indiſpos d. This Choice they ground 
upon Experience; whereas the French on the other 
hand find that Veniſon Broth is at once more ſub- 
ſtantial and reſtorative. 

The Rivers of Canada are repleniſh'd with an in- 
finity of other fiſhes, that are not known in Europe. 
The Fiſh catch'd in the North-Country Rivers, are 
different from thoſe of the South; and thoſe taken 
in the Long-River, which diſembogues into the Ri- 
ver of Miſſiſfipi, ſavour ſo rank of Mud and Clay, 
that tis impoſſible to cat of em; abating for a ſort 
of little Trouts that the Savages take in the adja- 
cent Lakes, which make a tolerable Meſs. 

The Rivers of the Otentats, and the Miſſouris, 
produce ſuch odd ſhap'd fiſhes, that tis impoſſible 
to deſcribe em without they were drawn upon Pa- 
per. Theſe Fiſhes taſte but ſorrily, and yet the 


Savages love it mightily, which I take to proceed 
from their knowing no better. 


18 


The Trees and Fruits of the South Countries of Canada: 


Per a ſuch as we have in Europe. 


Bitter Cherry-trecs, 
1 
8. 2 
Li .. FT ſuch as we have in Europe. 
Nut- trees of two ſorts. 
Cheſnut- trees. 
Apple trees. 
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Pear-trees Bu” 
Plum- trees 

Cherry- trees 

Hazel-trees, ſuch as we have in Europe. 
Vines 

A ſort of Citrons 

Water Mclons 

Sweet Citruls 

Wild Gooſeberries 

Pine-apples 


Tobacco, ſuch as our Spaniſh Tobacco 


The Trees and Fruits of the North Countries of Canada. 


White Oak 

Red Oak 

Birch- trees 

Bitter Cherry- trees 
Mapple- trees 
Pine- trees 
Epinettes 

Fir- tres of three ſorts 
Peruſles 
Cedar - trees 

Aſpin- trees 

White Wood 
Alder- trees 
Maiden-Hair 
Stawberrics 
Rasberries 
Gooſeberries. 
Bluets. 


that ſtand expos d to the North-Winds, are apt 


A Deſcription of the above-mention'd Trees and Fruits. 


OU muſt remark, that all the Wood of 
Canada is good of its Kind. The Trees 
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to be influenc'd by the Froſt, as it appears from the 
chops and chinks that it occaſions. 

The Bitter Cherry-tree, has a hard and whitiſh 
Wood with a grey Bark. Some of em are as tall 
as the lotticſt Oaks, and as big as a Hogſhead, 
This Tree grows ſtreight; it has an oval Leaf, and 
is made uſe of in Beains, Rafters, and other Car- 

enter's Work. 

The Mapple- tree is much of the fame Height and 
Bulk; but it has a brown Bark, and the Wood is 
reddiſh. It bears no reſemblance to that fort we have 
in Europe. It yields a Sap, which has a much plea- 
ſanter Taſte than the beſt Limonade or Cherry-wa- 
ter, and makes the wholſomeſt Drink in the World. 
This Liquor is drawn by cutting the Tree two In- 


ches deep in the Wood, the cut being run ſloping 


to the Length of ten or twelve Inches, At the lower 
End of this Gaſh, a Knife is thruſt into the Tree 
flopingly, ſo that the Water running along the Cut 
or Gath, as through a Gutter, and talling upon the 
Knife that lies acroſs the Channel, runs out upon 
the Knife, which has Veſſels plac'd underneath to 
receive it. Some Trees will yield five or fix Bottles 
of this Water a Day; and ſome Inhabitants of Ca- 
nada, might draw twenty Hogſheads of it in one 
day. it they would thus cut and notch all the Map- 
ples of their reſpective Plantations. The Gaſh do's 
no harm to the Tree. Of this Sap they make Su- 
gar and Syrup, which is ſo valuable, that there can't 
be a better Remedy for tortifying the Stomach, *Tis 
but few of the Inhabitants that have the Patience 
to make Mapple-Water, for as common and uſual 
Things are always flighted, ſo there's ſcarce any 
Body but Children that give themſelves the Trou- 
ble of gaſhing theſe Trees To conclude, the North- 
Country Mapples have more Sap than thoſe of the 
South Countries; but at the ſame time the Sap js 
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There are two ſorts of Nut- trees in this Country. 
The one bears round, and the other long, Nuts; 
but neither of em is good for any thing, no more 
than thé wild Cheſuuts that grow in the Ilineſe 
Country. 

The Apples that grow upon ſome of their Ap. 

ple-trees cat well when they are Codled, but they 
are good for nothing when they're raw, Upon the 
Miſſiſipi indeed there's a fort of Apples that have 
a taſte not unlike that of ſome European Apples, 
The Pears are good, but very ſcarce, 
The Cherrics are ſmall, and extreme red; and 
though their Taſte is not good, yet the Roc- bucks 
like em ſo well, that in the Summer time they ſcarce 
ever miſs to lye under the Cherry- trees all Night 
long, eſpecially if it blows hard. 

This Country affords three ſorts of excellent 
Plums, which bear no Reſemblance to ours either 
in Figure or Colour, Some are long and ſmall, 
ſome are round and thick, and ſome very little, 

The Vines twine round the Trees to the very top; 
and the Branches of thoſe Trees are fo cover'd with 
Grapes, that one would take the Grape to be the 
Fruit of the Tree. In ſome Countries of North- 
America, the Grape 1s little, but very well taſted; 
but towards the M. ſiſipi, tis long and thick, and ſo 
is the Cluſter. There has been ſome wine preſs'd 
from the Grapes of that Country, which after long 
ſanding became as ſweet as Canary, and as black 
as Ink | 

The Citrons of North-America are ſo call'd, only 
becauſe their Form reſembles that of our Citron. 
Inſtead of a Rind, they have only a fingle Skin, 
'They grow upon a Plant that riſes three Foot high, 
and do's not bear above three or four at a Time. 
This Fruit is as wholeſome as its Root is dangerous; 
for the one is very healthy, and 3 of the 
the other is a mortal ſubtile Poyſon, While I ſtay'd 
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at Fort Frontenac, in the Year 1684, I ſaw an Tro- 
gueſe Woman take dow this fatal Potion, with a De- 
ſign to follow her deceas d Husband ; after ſhe had 
took leave of her Friends, and ſung the Death Song, 
with the Formalitics that are uſual among theſe 
blind Wretches, The Poiſon quickly — * the 
deſir'd Effect; for this Widdow, who in Europe 
would be juſtly look d upon as a miracle of Con- 
ſtancy and Fidelity, had no ſooner ſwallowed the 
murdering juice, than ſhe fell into two or three 
ſhivering Fus, and ſo expir'd, 

The Water-Melons, call'd by the Spaniards Algiers 
Melons, are round and thick lik a Ball; ſome are 
red, and ſome white, and the Kernels, which are 
very large, are ſometimes black, ſometimes red. 
As for their Taſte tis exactly the ſame with that of 
the 22 or Portugueſe Melons. 

The Citruls of this Country are ſweet, and of a 
different Nature from thoſe of Europe; and I'm in- 
form'd, that the American Citruls will not grow in 
Europe They are as big as our Melous; and their 
Pulp is as — as Saffron. Commonly they are 
bak d in Ovens, but the better way is to roaſt em 
under the Embers as the Savages do. Their Taſte 
is much the ſame with that of the Marmelade of 
Apples, only they are ſweeter. One may cat as 
much of em as he pleaſes, without fearing any Diſ- 
order from 'em. 

The wild Gooſeberries are good for nothing, but 
for Confits: But that ſort of. Confits are ſeldom 
made, for Sugar is too dear in Canada, to be im- 
ploy'd for ſuch Uſes, 
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A Deſcription of the Trees and Fruits of the Northern 
Countries, 


HE Canada Birch-trees are much different from 
thoſe we have in ſome Provinces of France; 
both for bulk and Quality, The Savages make Ca- 
nows of their Bark, tome of which 1s red, and ſome 
white; but both are equally proper for that Uſe, 
That which has the feweſt Veins and Chaps, is the 
beſt; but the red bark makes the fineſt ſhow. There 
are fome little Baskets made of the young Birches, 
that are much eſteem'd in France; and Books may be 
made of em, the Leaves of which will be as fine 
as Paper. This I can ſpeak by Experience, for I 
have frequently made uſe of *em for want of Pa- 
r, in writing the Journal of my Voyages. Nay, 
remember I have ſcen in a certain Library in 
France, a Manuſcript of the Goſpel of St. Matthew, 
| written in Greek upon this ſort of Bark; and, which 
1s yet more ſurprizing, I was then told, that it had 
been written above a thouſand Years; and at the 
fame Time I dare ſwear, that *'twas the Genuine 
Birch-bark of New-France, which in all Appearance 
was not then diſcover'd. 

The Pine-trees are very tall, ſtreight, and thick; 
and arc made uſe of for Maſts, which the King's 
Pinks do oftentimes tranſport to France. Tis ſaid, 
that ſome of theſe Trees are big enough, to ſerve 
for a Maſt of a Firſt-rate Ship. 

The Epiuette is a ſort of a Pine, with a ſharper and 
thicker Leaf. Tis made uſe of in Carpenters work, 
and the Matter which drains from it, ſmells as ſweet 
as Incenſc 

There are three ſorts of Firs in this Country, 
which are ſaw'd into Deals by certain Mills, that 
the Quebec Merchants have caus'd to be built in 

The 
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The Peruſſe is the propereft of all green Woods 
for the building of Ships upon the Conſideration that 
ts compacter, and has cloſer Pores, ſo that it do's 
not ſoak or drink in the Moiſture as much as others. 


Here are two ſorts of Cedar, namely, the white 


and the red; but one muſt view em, narrowly be- 
fore he can diſtinguiſh em, by reaſon, that both 
of em have much the ſame ſort of Bark. Theſe 
Trees are low, buſhy, and full of Branches and lit» 
tle Leaves, reſembling the tag of a Lace. The Wood 
of this Tree, is almoſt as light as Cork; and the 
Savages make uſe of it in the Wreaths and Ribs of 
their Canows. The red fort looks admirably well, 
and may be made into Houſhold-Goeds, which will 
retain an agrecable ſmell for ever. 

The Afps arc little Shrubs which grow pon the 
Sides of Pools or Rivers; and in a Word, in 
moiſt and marſhy Countrics. 'This Wood is the 
common Food of the Beavers, who, in Imitation of 
the Ants, take Care to make a Collect ion of it round 
their Hutts in the Autumn, which ſerves em for 
Suſtenance when the Ice impriſons 'em in Winter. 

The White Wood is a midling ſort of a Tree, that's 
neither too big nor too little. Tis almoſt as light 
as Cedar, and as eaſily work d upon. The Inhabi- 
tants of Canada, make little Canows of it, for fiſh- 
ing and croſſing the Rivers. 

Maidenhair is as common in the Forreſts of Cana- 
da, as Fern is in thoſe of France, and is eſteem'd 
beyond that of other Countries; inſomuch, that 
the Inhabitants of ©xebec prepare great quantities 
of its, Syrup, which they ſend to Paris, Nants, 
Rouan, and ſeveral other Citics in France, 

Strawberries and Rasberries, are wonderfull plen- 
tifull in Canada and taſte extream well. We meet 
likewiſe with ſome white Gooſcberries in this Coun- 
try; but they ſerve for no uſe, unleſs it be to make a 
fort of Vinegar of 'em, that is very ſtrong. 
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The Blaets are certain little Berries, not unlike 
ſmall Cherrics, only they are black, and perfectly 
round. The Plant upon which they grow, is as big 
as a Rasbery-buſh, Theſe Berries ſerve tor ſeveral 
Uſes, after they are dry'd in the Sun, or in an Oven; 
for then they make Confits of em, or put em into 
Pies, or infuſe em in Brandy. The North-Coun- 
try Savages make a — of 'em in the Summer, 
which affords em very ſeaſonable relief, eſpecially 
when their hunting comes ſhort. 


K 


A General View of the Commerce of Canada. 


Come now to give a brief and general Account 

of the Commerce of Canada, which I have al- 
ready touch'd upon in my Letters. The Normans 
were the firſt that ſet up this Trade, and uſually 
they ſet out from Havre de Grace, or Dieppe ; but 
the Rochellers have now work'd 'em out of it, for as 
much as the Roche] Ships furniſh the Inhabitants of 
the Continent with the neceſſary Commodities. 
There are likewiſe ſome Ships ſent to Canada from 
Bourdeaux and Bayone, with Wines, Brandy, To- 
bacco, and Iron. 

The Ships bound from France to that Country, 

y no Cuſtom for their Cargoe, whether in Clear- 
ing in France, or in their Entries at Quebec; abating 
for the Brazil Tobacco which pays five Sols a pound; 
that is to ſay, a Roll of 400 pound weight, pays a 
hundred Livres by way of Entry, to the Office of 
the Farmers General. 

Moſt of the Ships go laden to Canada, and return 
light or empty. Some indeed bring home Peaſe 
when they arc good cheap in the Colony, and 0- 
thers take in a Cargo of Plants and Boards: Others 
again go to the Ifland of Cape Breton, and there 


take 
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take in a Cargoe of Pit-Coal, which they carry to 
the Iſlands of Martinico or Guardaloupa, where the 
refining of Sugars occaſions a great Conſumption of 
Coals. But thoſe Ships which either belong, or are 
recommended to the topping Merchants of the Co- 
lony, are fraughted with Skins, which turn to a 
great Account. I have ſeen ſome Ships unload at 
Ouebec, and then ſteer to Placentia, to take in Cod- 
füh which the purchas d with ready Money; but 
enerally ſpeaking, there's more loſt than got by that 
Wa of trading. The Merchant that has carried 
on « greateſt *I'rade in Canada, is the Sicur Samuel 
Bernon of Rochel, who has great Warc-Houſcs at 
uebec, from which the Inhabitants of the other 
Towns arc ſupplied with ſuch Commodities as they 
want. Tis true, there are ſome Merchants at Que- 


bec, who are indifferent rich, and fit out Ships upon 


their own Bottom, that ply to and again between 
France and Canada; and theſe Merchants have their 
Correſpondents at Rochel, who ſend out and take 
in every Year the Cargoes of their —_ 

There's no Difference between the Pyrates that 
ſcour the Scas, and the Canada Merchants ; unleſs 
it be this, that the former ſometimes inrich emſelves 
all of a ſudden by a good Prize; and that the lat- 
ter can't make their Fortune without trading for five 
or fix Years, and that without running the Hazard 
of their Lives. I have known twenty little Ped- 


lars that had not above a thouſand Crowns ſtock 


when I arriv'd at Onebec, in the Year 1683; and 
when I left that Place, had got to the Tune of 
twelve thouſand Crowns. Tis an unqueſtion'd truth, 
that they get fifty per Cent upon all the Goods they 
deal in, whether they buy em up upon the Arrival 
of the Ships at Oliebec, or have em from France by 
Way of Commithon; but over and above that, 
there are ſome little gaudy Trinkets, ſuch as Rib- 
bands, Laces, Embroideries, Tobacco-boxes, Watch. 
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es, and an infinity of other Bauble of Iron Ware, 
upon which they get a hundred and fifty per Cent, 
all Cofts clear. 

In this Country a Hogſhead of Bourdeaux Wine, 
which contains 250 Bottles, is worth about forty 
French Livres, in time of Peace, and ſixty in time 
of War. A Hogſhead of Nantsor Bayonne Brandy, 
will fetch 80 or a 100 Livres. In the Taverns a 
Bottle of , Wine coſts fix French Sous, and a Bottle 
of Brandy is fold for twenty. As for dry Com- 
moditics, their Price riſes and falls apon Occaſſon. 
Brazil Tobacco is worth 40 Sous a Pound by Way 
of Retale, and 35 by Wholeſale, Sugar will fetch 

at leſt 20 Sous a Pound, and ſometimes 25 or 30. 
I ! be carlieſt Ships that come from France, ſet out 
commonly ih the latter end of April, or the beginnng 
of May; but to my Mind, they might ſhorten their 
Voyage by one half, if they put to Sea about the 
middle of March, and then ſweep'd along the North 
Coaſt of the Azores Iſlands; for in thoſe Scas the 
South and South-Eaſt Winds commonly blow from 
the Beginning of April, tothe End of May. I have 
- mention'd this ſeveral times to the moſt expert Pi- 
lots; but they till put me off with the Plea, that 
they dare not ſteer that Courſe for fear of ſome 
Rocks: And yet theſe Rocks are not to be met with 
but in their Charts, I have read ſome Deſcripti- 
ons of the Ports, Roads, and Coaſts of theſe Iſlands, 
and of the adjacent Scas, done by the Portugueze, 
which make no mention of the Shelves that are . 
chalk d down in all our Chart: On the contrary, 
they affirm that the Couſt of theſe Iſlands is alto- 

ether clear, and that fot twenty Leagues off into 
the Main, theſe imaginary Rocks were never met 
with. 

As ſoon as the French Ships arrive at Quebec, the 
Merchants of that City who have their Factors in 
the other Towns, load their Barques with _ in 
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order to tranſport em to theſe other Towns. Such 
Merchants as act for themſelves at Trois Rivieres, of 
Monreal, they come down in Perſon to Quebec to mar- 
ket for themſelves, and then put their Effects on board 
of Bar ks, to be convey'd home, If they pay for their 
Goods in Skips, they buy cheaper than if they made 
their Payments in Money or Letters of Exchange; 
by reaſon that the Seller gets conſiderably by the 
Skins when he returns to Fance. Now, you muſt 
take notice, that all theſe Skins are bought up from 
habirants, of from the Savages, upon which the 
ts are conſiderable Gainers, To give you 
an Inſtande of this Matter; a Perſon that lives in the 
Neighbourhood of Quebec carries. a dozen of Mar- 
tin s Skins, five or fix Fox's Skins, and as many Skins 
of wild Cats, to a Merchant's Houſe, in order to 
ſell em for woollen Cloth, Linnen, Arms, Ammu- 
nition, S. In the Truck of theſe Skins the Mer- 
chant draws a double Profit, one upon the Score o 
his paying no more for the Skins, than one half o 
what he afterwards ſells em for in the Lump to the 
Factors, for the Rochel Ships; and the other by the 
exorbitant Rate he puts upon the Goods that the 
poor Planter takes in exchange for his Skins. If this 
be duly weigh'd, we will not think it ſtrange, that 
theſe Merchants have a more beneficial Trade than 
a great many other Tradeſmen in the World. In 
my ſeventh and eighth Letters I related the Particu- 
lars of the Commerce of this Country, eſpecially 


that which the Inhabitants carry on with the Savas 
| ges, who ſupply em with the Skins of Beavers, and 


other Animals. So that now it remains only to 
give you an Inventory of the Goods that are pro- 
per for the Savages, and. of the Skins which they 
give in Exchange, together with their neat Prices. 
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Short and light Fuſees. 
Powder, 
Ball and cut Lead, or ſmall Shor. I 
Axes both great and ſmall. 
Knives with their Sheaths. 
Sword-blades to make Darts of. 
Kettles of all Sizes. 
Shoomakers Awls. 
Fiſh-hooks of all Sizes. 
Flint Stones. 
Caps of blue Serge. 
Shirts, made of the common Britany Linnen. 
Woolſted Stockins, ſhort and coarſe. 
Braſil Tobacco. 
Coarſe white Thread for Nets. 
Sewing Thread of ſeveral Colours: 
Pack-thread. 
Vermillion. 
Needles, both large and ſmall. 
Venice Beads. 
Some Iron Heads for Arrows, but few of em. 
A ſmall Quantity of Soap. 
A few Sabres, or Cutlaſſes. 
Brandy goes off incomparably well. 


The Names of the Skins given in Exchange, 
with their Rates. 


HE Skins of Winter Beavers, alias Myſcovy 
Beavers, are worth per Pound, in the Farmer- 
General's Warehouſe, —— 4 Livres. 10 Sous. 
'The Skins of fat Beavers, the Hair of which falls 
off while the Savages make uſe of em, per Pound, 

5 LI. o & 
Of Beavers taken in Autumn, per Pound 10 
Of dry or common Beavers, per Pound $1.5 


Of 
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Livres. Sous. 

Of Summer Beavers, per Pound — 3 0 
The Skin of a white Beaver is not to be valued no 

more than that of a Fox that is quite black. 
The Skins of Silver-colour'd Foxes, a-piece, 4 
Of common Foxes, in good order, 
Of the common Martins. 
Of the prettieſt ſort of Martins, 
Of red and ſmooth Otters, — 
Of the Winter and brown Otters, 

or more. 
Of the fineſt black Bears, —— 


ere 


The Skins of Elks, before they are dreſs'd, are 


worth per Pound, about o 12 
The Skins of Stags are worth per Pound, about o 8 
The wild Cat's, or Enfans de Diable, a- piece 1 15 


Sea-Wolves, a- piece, — — 1 15 
or more. 

Pole-Cats and Weaſels, — 0 10 

Musk Rats, | — o 6 

Their Teſticles, - —— 9 

Wolves, ——— 8 fe 

The white Elk- skins, i. e. thoſe dreſs d by the Sava- 
ges, a- piece, 8 8 or m. 


A dreſsd Hart's Skin is worth — _ 5 or m. 
A Caribous 
A Roe-buck's —— 


To conclude, you muſt take Notice, that theſe 


Skins are upon ſome particular Occaſions dearer | 


than I rate em, but the Difference is but very 
{mall, whether under or over, 
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An Account of the Govex NME NT of Canada 


in General. 


N Canada, the Politick, Civil, Eccleſiaſtical and 
Military Governments, are all in a manner one 
Thing, in regard that the wiſeſt Governors have 
ſubjected their Authority to that of the Eccleſi- 
aſticks ; and ſuch Governors as would not embark 
in that Intereſt, have found their Poſt fo uneaſy, 
that they have been recalled with Diſgrace. I could 
inſtance in ſeveral, who for not adhering to the 
Sentiments of the Biſhop and the Jeſuits, and for 
refuſing to lodge their Power in the Hands of theſe 
infallible Gentlemen, have been turned out, and 
treated at Court like hot-headed Incendiaries. Mr. 
de Frontenac was one of this Number who made 
ſuch an unhappy Exit; for he fell out with Mr. 
Ducheſuau, Intendant of that Country, who finding 
himſelf protected by the Clergy, induſtriouſly in- 
ſulted that illuſtrious General, and the General was 


forc'd to give way, under the Weight of an Eccle- 


ſiaſtical League, by reaſon of the Springs they ſer 
at Work againſt him, in Oppoſition to all the Prin- 
ciples of Honour and Conſcience. 

The Governor Generals that mean to neglect no 
Opportunity of advancing or inriching themſelves, 
do commonly hear two Maſſes a-Day, and are ob- 
lig'd to confeſs once in four and twenty Hours. 
He has always Clergy-men hanging about him 
where-ever he goes, and indeed, properly ſpeaking, 
they are his Counſellors. When a Governor is 
thus back'd by the Clergy, the Intendants, the Un- 
der-Governors, and the Sovereign Council, dare 
not cenſure his Conduct, let it be never ſo faulty; 
for the Protection of the Eccleſiaſticks ſhelters him 
from all the Charges that can be laid againſt him. 

The Governor General of Quebec has twenty 
Thouſand Crowns a-Year, including the Pay 2 his 

Com- 
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Company of Guards, and the particular Govern- 
ment of the Fort. Over and above this Income, 
the Farmers of the Beaver-Skins make him a Pre- 
ſent of a thouſand Crowns a- year; his Wines and 
all his other Proviſions imported from France, pay no 
Freight ; not to mention, that by certain ways and 
means, he ſucks as much Money out of the Coun- 
try as all the above-mention'd Articles amount to. 
The Intendant has eighteen thouſand Livres a-Year, 
but the Lord knows what he makes otherwiſe : 
I have no Mind to touch there, for fear of being 
rank'd among thoſe Detractors who ſpeak the 
Truth too ſincerely. The Biſhop's Incomes are ſo 
ſmall, that if the King were not graciouſly pleaſed 
to add to his Biſhoprick ſome other Benefices in 
France, that Reverend Prelate would be reduced 
to as ſhort Commons as a Hundred of his Charac- 
ter are in the Kingdom of Naples. 'The Major of 
Quebec has ſix Hundred Crowns a-Year ; the Gover- 
nor of Trois Rivieres has a thouſand, and the Go- 
vernor of Monreal is allow'd two thouſand, A Cap- 
tain has a hundred and twenty Livres a Month,aLieu- 
tenant ninety Livres; a reform'd Lieutenant is al- 
low'd but forty, and a common Soldier's Pay is fix 
Sous a-Day, of the current Money of the Country. 

The People repoſe a great deal of Confidence in 
the Clergy in this Country as well as elſewhere. 
Here the outward Shew of Devotion is ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved, for the People dare not abſent from the great 
Maſles and Sermons without a lawful Excuſe. But 
after all, *tis at the Time of Divine Service that the 
married Women and Maids give their Humours a 
full Looſe, as being aſſured that their Husbands and 
Mothers are buſy at Church. The Prieſts call Peo- 
ple by their Names in the Pulpit ; they prohibit un- 
der the Pain of Excommunication, the reading of 
Romances and Plays, as well as the Uſe of Masks, 
and playing at Ombre or „ The Jeſu- 
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its and the Recollets, agree as ill as the Moliniſts 
and the Janſeniſts. The former pretend that the 
latter have no Right to confeſs. Do but look back 
to my eighth Letter, and there you'll ſee ſome In- 
ſtances of the indifcreet Zeal of the Eecleſiaſticks. 
The Governor General has the Diſpoſal of all 
Military Poſts: He beſtows Companies, Lieute- 
nancies, and Under-Lieutenancies, upon who he 
pleaſes, with his Majeſty's gracious Approbation; 
but he is not allow 'd to diſpoſe of particular Gover- 
norſhips, or of the Place of a Lord Lieutenant of 
a Province, or of the Major of any Town. He is 
impowered to grant to the Gentry and the other In- 
habitants, Lands and Settlements all over Canada ; 
but theſe Grants muſt be given in concert with the 
Intendant. He is likewiſe authoris'd to give five and 
twenty Licences a-Year to whom he thinks fit, for 
trading with the Savage Nations of that vaſt Con- 
tinent. He is inveſted with the Power of ſuſpend- 
ing the Execution of Sentences againſt Criminals ; 
and, by vertue of this Reprieve, can eaſily pro- 
cure em a Pardon if he has a Mind to favour em. 
But he can't diſpoſe of the King's Money without 
the Conſent of the Intendant, who is the only Man 
that can call it out of the Hands of the Treaſurer of 
the Navy. 

The Governor General can't be without the Ser- 
vice of the Jeſuits, in making Treaties with the Go- 
vernors of New-England and New-York, as well as 
with the Iroqueſe, I am at a Loſs to know whether 
theſe good Fathers are 'employ'd in ſuch Services 
upon the Score of their judicious Counſels, and their 
being perfectly well acquainted with the Country, 
and the King's true Intereſts; or upon the Conſi- 
deration of their ſpeaking to a Miracle, the Lan- 
guages of ſo many different Nations, whoſe Inte- 
reſts are quite oppoſite; or out of a Senſe of that Con- 
deſcenſion and Submiſſion that is due to theſe worthy 
Companions of our Saviour. The 
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The Members of the ſupreme Council of Canada, 
cannot ſell or convey their Places to their Heirs, or 
to any body elſe, without the King's Approbation'; 
though at the ſame time their Places may be worth 
not ſo much as the Place of a Lieutenant to a Compa- 
ny of Foot. When they have nice Points under 
their Conſideration, they uſually conſult the Prieſts 
or Jeſuits: And if any Cauſe comes before em, in 
which theſe good Fathers are intereſted, they are 
ſure not to be caſt, unleſs it be ſo very black that 
the cunningeſt Lawyer can't give it a plauſible Turn. 
I've been inform'd by ſeveral Perſons, that the Je- 
ſuits drive a great Trade in European Commodities, 
and Canada Skins; but I can ſcarce believe it, or at 
leaſt, if it be ſo, they muſt have Correſpondents and 
Factors that are as cloſe and cunning as themſelves ; 
which can never be. 

The Gentlemen, of that Country are oblig'd to 
be very cautious in carrying even with the Eecleſi- 
aſticks, in reſpect of the Good or Harm that the good 
Fathers can indirectly throw in cheir Way. The 
Biſhop and the Jeſuits have ſuch an Influence over 
the Governors General, as is ſufficient to procure 
Places to the Children of the Noblemen or Gentle- 
men that are devoted to their Service, or to obtain 
the Licences that I ſpoke of in my eighth Letter. 
'Tis likewiſe in their Power to ſerve the Daughters 
of ſuch Gentlemen, by finding em agreeable and 
rich Husbands. The meaneft Curates muſt be ma- 
nag'd cautiouſly, for they can either ſerve or diſſerve 
the Gentlemen in whoſe Seigniories they are no more 
than Miſſionaries, there being no fix'd Cures in Ca- 
nada, which indeed is a Grievance that ought to be 
redreſs'd. The Officers of the Army are likewiſe 
oblig'd to keep up a good Correſpondence with the 
Ecclefiafticks, for without that tis impoſſible for em 
to keep their Ground. They muſt not only take 
Care that their own Conduct be regular, but likewiſe 
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Jook after that of the Soldiers, by preventing the 
Diſorders they might commit in their Quarters. 
Commonly the Troops are quarter'd upon the In- 
habitants of the Cotes, or Seignories of Canada, from 
October to May, The Maſter of the Houſe furniſhes 
his military Gueſt only with Utenſils, and employs 
him all the while at the Rate of ten Sous a-Day, be- 
ſides his Victuals, in the cutting of Wood, grubbing 
up of Grounds, rooting out Stumps, or the threſh- 
ing of Corn in a Barn. 'The Captain gets likewiſe 
by their Work, for to make *em diſcount the half of 
their Pay to him, he orders em to come thrice a- 
Week to exerciſe their Arms at his Quarters, Now, 
their Habitations being diſtant four or five Arpents 
from one another, and one Cote or Seignory being 
two or three Leagues in Front, the Soldiers chooſe 
rather to give the Captain a Spill, than to walk ſo far 
in the Snow and the Dirt: And the Captain takes 
it very conſcientiouſly, upon the Plea that Volenti 
non fit injuria. As for ſuch Soldiers as are good 
Tradeſmen, he's ſure of putting their whole Pay in 
his Pocket, by virtue of a Licence that he gives em 
to work in the Towns, or any where elſe. In fine, 
moſt of the Officers marry in this Country, but God 
knows what ſort of Marriages they make, in taking 
Girls with a Dowry, conſiſting of eleven Crowns, a 
Cock, a Hen, an Ox, a Cow, and ſometimes a 
Calf. I knew ſeveral young Women, whoſe Loy- 
ers, after denying the Fact, and proving before the 
Judges the ſcandalous Converſation of their Miſtreſ- 
ſes, were forc'd, upon the Perſwaſion of the Eccle- 
fiafticks, to ſwallow the bitter Pill, and take the very 
ſame Girls in Marriage. Some Officers indeed marry 
well, but there are few ſuch. The Occaſion of their 
marrying ſo readily in that Country, proceeds from 
the Difficulty of converſing with the ſoft Sex. After 
a Man has made four Viſits to a young Woman, he 
is oblig'd to unfold his Mind to her Father and 2 7 : 
wed, 2 | ner ; 
| af 
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ther; he muſt then either talk of Marriage, or break 
off all Correſpondence ; or if he does not, both he 
and ſhe lies under a Scandal. In this Country a Man 
can't viſit another Man's Wife, without being cen- 
ſur'd as if her Husband was a Cuckold. In fine, 
a Man can meet with no Diverſion here, but that 
of reading, or eating, or drinking. Though after 
all, there are ſome Intrigues carry'd on, but with 
the ſame Caution as in Spain, where the Virtue of 
the Ladies conſiſts only in diſguiſing the Matter 

handſomely. 

Now, that I am upon the Subject of Marriage, 
I can't forbear to acquaint you with a comical Ad- 
venture that happened to a young Captain, who 
was preſs'd to marry againlt his Will, becauſe all his 
Companions and Acquaintances were already buck- 
led. This young Officer having made ſome Viſits 
to a Counſellor's Daughter, he was defir'd to tell 
what Errand he came upon; and Mr. de Frontenac 
himſelf being related to the young Lady, who is 
certainly one of the moſt accompliſh'd Ladies of 
this Age, us'd his utmoſt Efforts to ingage the Cap» 
tain to marry her. The Captain being equally 
well pleaſed with a free Acceſs to the Governor's 
Table, and the Company of the Lady whom he 
met there not unfrequently ; the Captain, I fay, 
being equally fond of theſe two Advantages, en- 
deavour d to ward off the Deſign, by asking ſome 
Time to conſider of it. Accordingly, two Months 
were granted him; and after that Time was expir'd, 
he had ſtill a Mind to let out his Traces, and ſo de- 
fir'd two Months more, which were granted him 
by the Biſhop's Interceſſion. When the laſt of theſe 
two was at an End, the Cavalier began to be appre- 
henſive that he was in Danger of loſing both his 
good Cheer and the agreeable Company of the La- 
y. However, he was oblig'd to be preſent at a 
Treat that Mr. Nelſon (the Engliſh gen, 1 
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ſpoke of in my 23d Letter) gave to the two Lovers, as 
well as the Governor, the Intendant, the Biſhop, 
and ſome other Perſons of Note: And this gene- 
rous Engliſh Gentleman having a Kindneſs for the 
young Lady's Father, and her Brethren, upon the 
Score of their trading with one another, made an 
Offer of a thouſand Crowns to be paid on the Wed- 
ding Day, which, added to a thouſand that the Bi- 
ſhop offered, and a thouſand more which ſhe had 
of her own, beſides ſeven or eight thouſand that 
Mr. de Frontenac offered in Licences, not to menti- 
on the certain Proſpect of Preferment : All theſe 
Items, I ſay, made the Marriage very advantageous 
to the Captain. After they had done eating, he 
was preſs d to ſign the Contract, but made Anſwer, 
that he had drank ſome Bumpers of heady Wine, and 
his Head was not clear enough for weighing the 
Conditions of the Contract; ſo that they were Prod 
to. put off the Matter till the next Day. Upon this 
Delay he kept his Chamber, till Mr. de Frontenac, at 
\ whoſe Table he us'd to eat, ſent for him, in order 
to know his Mind immediately. Then there was 
no Room left for ſhuffling ; there was a Neceſſity of 
giving a poſitive Anſwer to the Governor, who 
ſpoke to him in plain and preciſe Terms, and at the 
ſame Time reminded him of the Favour they had 
ſhewn him, in allowing him ſo much Time to con- 
fider of the propos d Marriage. The young Offi- 
cer reply'd very fairly, 'That any Man that was ca- 
pable of marrying after four Month's Deliberation, 
was a Fool in buckling to. I now ſee, ſays he, 
* what Iam; the eager Deſire I had of going to 
© Church with Mademoiſelle D--- has now con- 
© vinc'd me of my Folly: if you have a Reſpect for 
© the Lady, pray do not ſuffer her to marry a 
© young Spark that is ſo apt to take up with extra- 
vagant and fooliſh Things. As for my own part, Sir, 
© 1 proteſt ſincerely, that the little Reaſon and free 
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judgment that is left me, will ſerve to comfort 
me upon the Loſs of her, and to teach me to re- 
© pent of having deſir'd to make her as unhappy as 
my ſelf. This Diſcourſe ſurprized the Biſhop, the 
Governor, the Intendant, and in general, all the 
other married Officers, who deſir'd nothing more 
than that he ſhould be catch'd in the Nooſe as well 
as they; ſo true it is, that Solamen miſeris ſocios ba- 
buiſſe doloris. As they were far from expecting any 
ſuch Retractation, ſo the poor reform'd Captain ſuf- 
fer'd for't ; for ſome time after Mr. de Frontenac did 
him a Piece of Injuſtice, in beſtowing a vacant 
Company over his Head, upon Madam de Ponchar- 
trains Nephew, notwithſtanding that the Court had 
ſent _ on his Behalf ; and this obliged him to 
go for France along with me, in the Year 1692. 
To reſume the Thread of my Diſcourſe, you muſt 
know, that the Canadeſe, or Creoles, are a robuſt 
brawny well-made People; they are ſtrong, vigo- 
rous, active, brave, and indefatigable ; in a Word, 
they want nothing but the Knowledge of polite 
Letters. They are preſumptuous, and very full of 
themſelves : they value themſelves beyond all the 
Nations of the Earth, and, which is to be regretted, 
they have not that Veneration for their Parents that 
is due. Their Complexion is wonderfully pretty. 
The Women are generally handſom ; few of them 
are brown, but many of em are at once wiſe and 
lazy. They love Luxury to the laſt Degree, and 
ftrive to out-do one another in catching Husbands 
in the Trap. | 
There's an Infinity of Diſorders in Canada, that 
want to be reform'd, The firſt Step of a true Re- 
formation, muſt be that of hindring the Eccleſi- 
aſticks to viſit the Inhabjtants ſo often, and to pry 
with ſuch Impertinence into the minuteſt Affairs of 
the Family 3 for ſuch Practices are frequently con- 
trary to the Good of the Society, and that for Rea- 
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ſons that you are not ignorant of. The next Thing 
ro be done, is to prohibit the Officers to ſtop the 
Soldiers Pay, and to enjoin em to diſcipline their 
Men every Holy-day, and every Sunday. In the 
third Place, the Commodities ought to be rated at 
a reaſonable Price, ſo that the Merchant may have 
his Profit, without exacting upon the Inhabitants 
and the Savages. A fourth Article of Reformation, 
would conſiſt in prohibiting the exporting from 

to Canada, of Brocado's, gold and ſilver Gal- 
loons or Ribbands, and rich Laces. In a fifth Place, 
the Governor General ought not to fell Licen- 
ces for trading with the Savages of the great 
Lakes. Sixthly, there ought to be fix'd Courts. 
In the ſeventh Place, they want to have their Mi- 
litia modell'd and diſciplin'd, that, upon Occaſion, 
they may be as ſerviceable as the Regular Troops. 
For an eighth Article, the ſetting up Manufacto- 
ries for Linnen, Stuffs, Oc. would be very uſeful. 
But the moſt important Alteration would conſiſt in 
keeping the Governors, the Intendants, the Su- 
preme Council, the Biſhops and the Jeſuits, from 
ſplitting into Factions, and making Clubs one a- 
gainſt another ; for the Conſequences of ſuch Di- 
viſions can't but thwart his Majeſty's Service, and 
the Peace of the Publick. Were this but happily 
effected, that Country would be as rich again as 
"tis now. 

I wonder, that inſtead of baniſhing the Proteſ- 
rants out of France, who in removing to the Coun- 
tries of our Enemies, have done ſo much Damage 
to the Kingdom, by carrying their Money along 
with em, and ſetting up Manufactories in thoſe 
Countries; I wonder, I ſay, that the Court did not 
think it more proper to tranſport em to Canada. 
I am convinc'd, that if they had receiv'd poſitive 
Aſſurances of enjoying a Liberty of Conſcience, a 
great many of *em would have made no Scruple 
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to go thither. Some have reply'd upon this Head, 

that the Remedy had been worſe than the Diſeaſe ; 
in Regard that {ome time or other they would not 
have fail'd to expel the Catholicks by the Aſſiſtance 
of the Engliſh : But I repreſented to em, that the 
Greeks and Armenians, who are ſubject to the Grand 
Seignior, and at the ſame Time are of a Nation 
and Religion that's different from that of the Turks; 
I repreſented, I ſay, that theſe diſſenting Subjects 
did ſcarce ever implore the Aid of foreign Powers, 
in order to rebel and ſhake off the Yoke, In fine, 
we have more Reaſon to believe, that if the Hu- 
guenots had been tranſported to Canada, they had 
never departed from the Fealty they ow'd to their 
natural Sovereign. But let that be as it will, I do 
but ſpeak as that King of Arragon did, who boaſt- 
ed, that if God had deign'd to conſult him, he 
could have given him ſeaſonable Advice with Refe- 
rence to the Symmetry and the Courſes of the Stars : 
For, in like manner, I do affirm, that if the Coun- 
cil of State had follow'd my Scheme, in the Space 
of thirty or forty Years, New-France would have be- 


come a finer and more flouriſhing Kingdom than 
ſeveral others in Europe. 


—B On En 


—— . 


A Diſcourſe of the Intereſt of the French, and of the 
Engliſh, in North-America. 


Ince Neu- France and Neu- England ſubſiſt only 
upon the Cod-Fiſhery and the Fur-Trade, tis 
the Intereſt of theſe two Colonies to inlarge the 
Number of the Ships employ d in the Fiſhery, and 
to encourage the Savages to hunt and ſhoot Bea- 
vers, by furniſhing them with what Arms and Am- 
munition they have Occaſion for. Tis well knewn. 


that there's a great Conſumption of Codfiſh in the 
Southern 


nn NT NNE IETI_ee” 
1 OM. a © + vg » 


270 Some New Voyages 


Southern Countries of Europe, and that few Com- 
modities meet with a better and readier Marker, 
eſpecially if they are good and well cured. 

Thoſe who alledge that the Deſtruction of the Iro- 
queſe would promote the Intereſt of the Colonies 
of Neu- France, are Strangers to the true Intereſt of 
that Country ; for if that were once accompliſh'd, 
the Savages who are now the French Allies, would 
turn their greateſt Enemies, as being then rid of 
their other Fears. They would not fail to call in 
the Engliſh, by Reaſon that their Commodities are 
at once cheaper and more eſteem'd than ours; 
and by that means the whole Commerce of that wide 
Country would be wreſted out of our Hands. 

I conclude therefore, that tis the Intereſt of the 
French to weaken the Troqueſe, but not to ſee em 
intirely defeated. I own, that at this Day they are 
too ſtrong, inſomuch that they cut the Throats 
of the Savages our Allies every Day. They have 
nothing leſs in View, than to cut off all the Nati- 
ons'they know, let their Situation be never ſo re- 
mote from their Country. Tis our Buſineſs to re- 
duce em to one half of the Power they are now 
poſſeſs'd of, if twere poſſible ; but we do not go 
the right Way to work. Above theſe thirty Years, 
their ancient Counſellors have ſtill remonſtrated to 
the Warriors of the five Nations, that twas expe- 
dient to cut off all the Savage Nations of Canada, 
in order to ruin the Commerce of the Freuch, and 
after that to diſlodge em of the Continent. With 
this View they have carried the War above four or 
five Hundred Leagues off their Country, after the 
deſtroying of ſeveral different Nations in ſeveral 
Places, as I ſhew'd you before. 

*T would be no difficult Matter for the French to 
draw the Iroqueſe over to their Side, to keep em from 
plaguing the French Allies, and at the ſame Time 
to ingroſs all the Commerce with the five Iroqueſe 

Nations, 
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Nations, that is now in the Hands of the Engliſh in 
Neu- Tork. This might be eaſily put in Execution, 
provided the King would allow ten thouſand Crowns 
a-Year for that End, The Method of effecting it 
is this. In the firſt Place, the Barks that were for- 
merly made Uſe of about Fort Frontenac, muſt be 
rebuilt, in order to convey to the Rivers of the T/onon- 
touans and the Onontagues, ſuch Commodities as are 
proper for em, and to ſell em for the prime Coſt 
in France. Now this would put the King to the 
Charge of about ten thouſand Crowns for Freight; 
and I'm perſuaded, that upon that Foot the Iroqueſe 
would not be ſuch Fools as to carry ſo much as one 
Beaver. to the Engliſh Colonies, and that for four 
Reaſons. The Pf is, that whereas they muſt 

tranſport em ſixty or eighty Leagues upon their 

Backs to New-Tork, they have not above ſeven or 

eight Leagues Travelling from their own Villages, 
to the Banks of the Lake of Frontenac. For a ſe- 
cond Reaſon, tis manifeſt that the Engliſh can't poſe 
ſibly let em have their Commodities ſo cheap, 

without being conſiderable Loſers, and that there- 

upon every Merchant would drop that fort of Trade. 

The third is drawn from the Difficulty of having 

Subſiſtence upon the Road between the Irogueſe Vil 

lages and New-Tork ; for the Iroqueſe go thither 
in great Bodies, for fear of being ſurprized, and I 

acquainted you before ſeveral Times, that there's no 
Veniſon in that Side of the Country. The fourh 

Reaſon is this: In marching ſo far from their Villa» 

ges, they expoſe their Wives, their Children,” and. 
their ſuperannuated Men, for a Prey to their Ene- 

mies, who upon that Occaſion may either kill *em, 

or carry em off; and of this we have two Inſtan- 

ces already. Over and above the Cheapneſs of our 

Commodities, twould likewiſe be requiſite that we 

made 'em Preſents every Year, and at the ſame - 

Time intreated em not to diſturb the Repoſe * our 

on- 
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Confederate Savages, who are ſuch Fools as to 
wage War one with another, inſtead of entring in- 
to a joint League in Oppoſition to the Jroqueſe, the 
moſt redoubted of their Enemies, and thoſe whom 
they have moſt Reaſon to fear. In a Word, if we 
would manage our Affairs with the Iroqueſe to the 
beſt Advantage, we ought to put in Execution that 
Project that I mentioned in my 234d Letter. | 
To alledge that theſe Barbarians have a Depen- 
dance upon the Engliſh, isa fooliſh Plea; for they are 
ſo far from owning any Dependance, that when they 
go to New-Tork to truck their Skins, they have the 
Confidence to put Rates upon the Goods they have 
Occaſion for, when the Merchants offer to raiſe 
their Price. I have intimated already ſeveral Times, 
that their Reſpe& for the Engliſb, is tack'd to the 
Occaſion they have to make Uſe of em; that this is 
the only Motive which induces em to treat the 
Engliſh as their Brethren, and their Friends ; and 
that if the French would ſell em the Neceſſaries of 
Life, as well as Arms and Ammunition, at eaſier 
Rates, they would not make many Journies to the 
Engliſh Colonies. 'This is a Conſideration that ought 
to be chiefly in our View ; for if we minded it to 
the Purpoſe, they would be cautious of inſulting 
our Savage Confederates, as well as our ſelves. The 
Governors General of Canada would do well to 
employ the ſenſible Men of the Country that are 
acquainted with our Confederates, in preſſing em 
to live in a good Correſpondence with one another, 
without waging War among themſelves; for moſt 
of the Southern Nations worm out one another in- 
ſenſibly, which affords Matter of Joy to the Iroque/e. 
Now, *twere an eaſy Matter to prevent this fatal 
mouldering, by threatning to give em no further 
Supplies of Commodities in their Villages. To this 
Precaution, we ought to add that of endeavouring 


to engage two or three Nations to live — 3 
a the 
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the Outaouas, for Inſtance, with the Hyrons'; the 
Satis with the Pouteouatamis, alias Puants, If all 

thoſe Nations who are imbarqued in a Confederacy 
with us, would but agree one with another, and 

put up their Quarrels, they would give themſelves 

wholly to the Hunting of Beavers, which would 

tend to the inlarging of our Commerce; and beſides, 

would be in a Condition of making one joint 
Body, when the Iroqueſe offer d to attack either one 
or t other. FOR v1 2 
"Tis the Intereſt of the Engliſh to perſuade theſe 

Nations, that the French have nothing leſs in view, 

than to deſtroy them as ſoon as they meet with an 

Opportunity; that the growing Populouſneſs of Ca- 

nada, is a ſufficient Ground of Alarm, that they 
ought to avoid all Commerce with the French, for. 
fear of being betray'd in any Way whatſoever; 
that to hinder the repairing of Fort Frontenac, and 
the rebuilding of Barques for that Lake, is to them 

a thing of the laſt Importance, by reaſon that the 
French might in four and twenty Hours, make a De- 
ſcent from thence to their Villages, and carry off 


their antient Men, their Women and their Chik\ _ 


dren, at a time when the Warriors might be in- 
gag'd in the hunting of Beavers ; 'That they would 
promote their own Intereſtby waging War with the 
French from time to time, by ravaging the Seignories 
and Settlements in the upper Part of the Country, 
in order to oblige the Inhabitants to abdicate the 
Colony, and to diſcourage thoſe who would other- 
wiſe remove out of France, and ſettle in Canada; 
and in fine, That in time of Peace twould be very 
proper to ſtop the Coureurs de Bois at the Cataracts of 
the Outaouas River, and to ſeize the Arms and Ammu- 
nition that they carry to the Savages upon the Lakes, 
Farther, if the Engliſh would purſue their Mea - 
ſures to the beſt Advantage, they ought to ingage 
the T/onontouans or the Goyoguans to go and ſettle 
upon the Banks of the _ rrie, near the * 
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of the River of Cond? ; and at the ſame time they 
Ought to build a Fort there, with ſome long Barques 
or Brigantines : For this is the moſt convenient and 
advantageous Poſt of all that Country, and that for 
an Infinity of Reaſons which I am oblig'd to con- 
ceal. Beſides this Fort, they ſhould build another 
at the Mouth of the River des Frangors ; and then 
*twould be abſolutely impoſſible for the Coureurs de 
Bois to reach the Lakes, 

They ought likewiſe to ingage the Savages of A. 
cadia in their Intereſt ; which they may do with lit- 
tle Charge. The Planters of New-#ngland ſhould 
mind this, as well as the fortifying of the Ports in 
which they fiſh their Cod. As for the fitting out of 
Fleets to deſtroy the Colony, I would not adviſe the 
Engliſh to give themſelves that Trouble; for ſup- 
poſing they were aſſur d of Succeſs, tis but ſome 
Places that can be reckon'd worth the while. 

To conclude; I muſt ſay the Engliſh in theſe Co- 

loniesare too careleſs and lazy: The French Coureurs 
de Bois, are much readier for Enterprizes, and the 
Canad:ſe are certainly more vigilant and more active. 
It behoves the Inhabicants of Neu- Jork to inlarge 
their Fur- trade by well-concerted Enterprizes ; and 
thoſe of New-England, to render the Cod-fiſhing 
more beneficial to the Colony, by taking ſuch Mea- 
ſures as many other People would, if they were as 
advantageouſly ſeated. I do not intend to ſpeak of 
the Limits of New-France, and New- England, for 
they were never well adjuſted ; tho indeed *twould 
ſeem that in ſeyeral Treaties of Peace between 
theſe two Kingdoms, the Boundaries were 
ina Manner mark'd out in ſome Places. Whatever 
is in that Matter, the Deciſion of it is too nice a 
Point for one that can't open his Mind without pull- 
ing an old Houſe upon his Head. 


We End of the firſt Volume: 
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A TABLE explaining ſome Terms 


made uſe of in both Yolumes, 
A ſcarce be uo in the Ocean by reaſon of the 

Wares. There are two Sorts of them. Tye 
firſt are made uſe of by Eaſt-India Maſters, at 4 
time when the Sea is as ſmooth as the Face of a 
Looking-glaſs. This ſort is ſerviceable in taking 


1 
Strolabe is a Mathematical Inſtrument that can 


the Height of the Sun, by the means of two little 


Pins, which are bord ſo as to have two dioptrick 
Perforations, that ſerve to conduct the Rays of 
light to that Luminary, The latter are ſuch 4s the 
Mathematicians commonly make uſe of for Aſtronos 
mical Obſervations, and are furbiſh'd with Aæi- 
muths, Almucantara's, Loxodromick Tables, and 
the Concentrick and Excemrick Tables of the Sphere. 


B 


Bank of New-found-land, or Bank in general, is 4 
rifing Ground in the Sea, which ſhoots like a Hat be- 
yond the other Prims. The Bank of Neu- found- 
land has thirty or forty Fathom Water, and is pau d 
with Cod -Aiſb. 

Baſin, is a head of ſtagnatiug Water, not unlike a 
Pool or Lake. 

Bouteux ſignifies little Nets belag'd to the end Y a 
Stick, The Fiſhermen make uſe of them to catch Fiſh 
upon 4 ſandy Ground, and eſpecially Eels, upon the 
ſide of St. Laurence River. 

Bouts de Quievres, are Nets not unlike Bouteux, 
which ſerve for the ſame uſe, 

Breaking ground /ignifies the weighing Auc bor and 
putting to Sea, 
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Brigantine, a /mall Veſſel of one Deck, built of light 
Mood, which plies both with Oars and Sails. *Tis 
equally ſharp at Prꝭt and Poop, and is built for a 
quick Sailer. 


C 


Calumet in general ſignifies a Pipe, being a Norman 
Word, deriv'd from Chalumeau. The Savages do 
not underſtand this Word, for twas introduc'd to 
Canada by the Normans when they firſt ſettled 
there; and has flill continued in uſe amongſt the 
French Planters. The Calumet or Pipe is call'd 
in the Iroqueſe Language Ganondaoe, and by the 
other Savage Nations Poagan. 

Canadeſe or Canadans, are the Natives of Canada 
ſprung from a French Father and Mother. In the 
Hands of South-America the Natives born of 
French Parents are called Creoles. 

Capa y d'eſpada, A Gaſcogne Title which the Peo- 
ple of that Province gave in former times by way 
of Irony, to the Members of the ſupreme Council of 
Canada, becauſe the firft Counſellors wore neither 
Robe nor Sword, but walk'd very gravely with a 
Cane in their Hands, both in the City of Quebeck, 
and in the Hall. 

Caſſe tete ſignifies a Club, or a Head-breaker. The 
Savages call it Aſſan Ouſtick, Ouſtick ſignifying 
the Head, and Aſlan, to break. 

Channel is a Space of pretty deep Water between two 
Banks, or between to Shoars. Commonly the Channels 

are inclos'd by Flats, and for that reaſon Bouys or 
Maſts are fixt upon em, in order to direct the Pilots, 
who ſteer either by theſe Marks, or by ſounding, 
for they would run the Riſque of looſing their Ships, 
if they did not keep exattly to the Channel. 

Coaſt along, ſee Sweep. 

Compaſs of Variation. *T:s larger than the ordinary 
Compaſſes, and ſerves to point out the inequal Me- 
tions of the Needle, which leans always to the 

; North= 
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Nortb-Eaſt in the other Hemiſphere, whereas it ſtili 
plies to the North-Weſt ; in this, I mean on this 
fide the Equinoftial Line: The Needle touch'd 
with the Loadſtone departs from the true North a 
certain Number of Degrees to the right and left; 
and Mariners compute the Degrees of its Departure 
by the means of an Albidada, and a Thread which 
divides the Glaſs of the Compaſs into two equal 
Parts, and ſo ſhews the Variation of the Needle at 
Sun-ſet, that being the true proper time for making 
the Obſervation ; for at Sun-riſing, and at Noon, 
one may be deceiv'd by Refractious, &c. 

Coureurs de Bois, i. e. Foreſt Rangers, are French or 
Canadeſe, ſo call d from employing their whole Life 


in the rough Exerciſe of tranſporting Merchandize 
Goods to the Lakes of Canada, and to all the other 


Countries of that Continent, in order to trade with 
the Savages: And in regard that they run in Ca- 
nows a thouſand Leagues up the Country, not with- 
ſanding the Danger of the Sea and Enemies, I take 


it, they ſhould rather be called Coureurs de Ril- 
ques, than Coureurs de Bois. 


E 


Eddy, or boiling Water, is little Watery Mountains 
that riſe at the Foot of Water-falls or Cataracts, juſt 
as we ſee the Water plays in the Ciſterus of Water- 
works. : 

Edge of a Bank, is the ſhelving Part of it that runs 
ſteep like a Wall. . | 


F 


Fathom, among the French is the Meaſure of ſix Foot. 

Feaſt of Union, a Term us d by the Iroqueſe to ſignify 
the renewing of the Alliance between the five Iro- 
queſe Nations. 

Flats are a Ridge of Rocks running under Water from 
one Station to another, and riſing within five or ſix 
Foot at leaſt of the Surface of that Element, ſo as t9 
binder Ships, Barques, &c. to float upon em. 


Fraight 
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Fraight, /ignifies in this Book the Cargo, tho in other 
Caſes in ſignifies likewiſe the Hire or Fare. 

Furl the Sails, ſignifies the Drawing them up to a 
Heap towards the Topmaſt, not long ways as we do 
the Curtains of a Bed, but from below upwards. 

_ This is done by two Ropes, that draw up the Sail as 
a String does a Purſe. | 


H 


Head-Bars are two round Pieces of Wood, reaching ou 
each ſide from one end of a Canow to the other. 


Theſe are the Supporters of the Canow, for the Ribs 
and Spars are made faſt upon them. 


K 


Keel of a Ship, is a long Piece of the ftrongeſt Wood, 
or at leaſt ſeveral Pieces join'd together, to bear the 
great Weight of all the other Timber. 


Kirchi Okima, 7s the general Name for the Governor 
General of Canada among all the Savages, whoſe 
Languages approach to that of the Algonkins. Kitchi 
ſignifies Great, and Okima, Captain. The Iroqueſe 
and Hurons call the Governor General Onnontio. 


L 


Latitude, Every Body knows that it imports the Ele- 
vation of the Pole, or the Diſtance from a fd Point 
of the Equator. 

Land- carriage ſignifies the Tranſporting of Canows by 
Land from the Foot to the Head of a Cataract, or 
from one River to another. 

Light Ships are ſuch as are empty without any Cargo. 

P. 

Poop is the Stern or After-part of the Sbip in which 
the Rudder is fix d. 

Precipice of a Bank, ſee Edge. 


Prow is the Head or Fore-part of a Ship which cuts 
the Water firft. 5 
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Quarter. Tho” the Word Quarter in a Maritige 
Senſe, is not well explain d; I put the Meaning of it 
to be this. The North Duarter comprebends the 
Space that lies between North-Weſt and North.-Haſt. 
The Eaſt Quarter runs from North-Eaſt to South- 
Eaſt. The South Quarter comprebends that part 

of the Heavens that falls between South-Eaſt and 


South-Weſt : And the Weſt Quarter extends from 
South-Weſt to North-Weſt. 


R. 

Refitting of a Ship, ſignifies the repairing and dreſſing 
of it, and putting it into a Condition to ſail, by put= 
ting in new Planks, caulking the Seams, &c. 

Ribs of a Canow, are much like thoſe of a Pink, only 
there's this Difference, that they line the Canow only 
on the In- ſide from one Head Bar to another, upon 
which they are inchas d. They bave the Thickneſs 
of three Crowns, and the Breadth of four Inches. 

Ruche, an Inſtrument for fiſhing, reſembling a Bee-bqve, 

| 8. 

Scurvy, is a Corruption of the Maſs of Blood. There are 
two ſorts of it; one called the Land Scuruy, which 
loads a Man with Infirmities that gradually bring him 
to his Grave ; the other is the Sea Scurvy, which in. 
fallibly kills a Man in 8 Days unleſs he gets a-ſhoar, 

Shieve, i. e. Row the wrong Way, in order to aſſiſt the 
Steerſman to ſtœer the Boat, and to keep the Boat in 
the Channel. | 

Shoot. To ſhoot a Water-fall or Cataract, implies the 
running a Boat down theſe dangerous Precipices, fol. 
lowing the Stream of the Water, and ſteering very 
nicely. 

Sledges ars a Conveniency for travelling, built in an 
oblong quadrangular Form, upon two Pieces of Wood, 
which are 4 Foot long, and fix Foot broad; upon the 
Mood there are ſeveral Pieces of Cloth or Hide 
nail d to keep the Wind off. Theſe two Pieces of 
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Mood are very bard, and well ſinooth d, that they 

may ſlide the better on Snow or Ice. Such are the 

Horſe Sledges. Butthoſe drawn by Dogs are open, 
and made of two little Pieces of hard, ſmooth, and 

_ Jhiniag Wood, which-are half an Inch thick, 5 Foot 
long, and a Foot and a half broad. 5-5 

Spars are little Pieces of Cedar Mood, of the Thickneſs 
of a Crown, and the Breadth of 3 Inches, and as long 
as they can be made, They do the ſame Service to a 
Canow, that a good Lining does to a Coat. 

Stand in for Land, ſignifies to ſail directly towards it. 

Steer a Ship, imports the managing of a Ship by the 
means of a Rudder, (as we do a Horſe with a Bri- 
dle) when there's Wind enough to work ber; but if 
there be no Wind, a Ship is more unmoveable than 
a Gouty Perſon in an Elbow Chair. | 

Stem a Tide or the Current of a River, i. e. to ſail 
againſt the Current, or to ſteer for the Place from 
whence the Tides or Currents come. 

Strike, to ſ rike the Sails or Flag ſignifies the lowering 

of em, whether it be to ſubmit to an Enemy, or by 
reaſon of bigh Winds. 

Sweep a Coaſt, ſignifies to ſail along the Coaſt ſide at a 
reaſonable Diſtance. 

T 


Top-gallant-Maſts are two little Maſts ſet upon the two 
Top-Maſts, and have two Sails fitted for em. 
Top-Sails are two Sails fitted for the two Top-=Maſts, 
which ſtand directiy above the two great Maſts. 
Traverſe. To traverſe fignifies ſailing Ligzag, or from 
{ide to fide as a drunken Man reels, when the Wind 
is contrary, for then they are oblig d to tack ſome- 
times to the right, and ſometimes to the left, keep- 
ing as near to the Wind as they can, in ordet to 
make what way they can, or at leaſt to prevent their 
loſing Ground. 
Tree of Peace, a Symbolick Metaphor for Peace itſelf. 
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